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1 Counteſlc of Rutland, wite 


to [OH NC. EarleotRurtriaxn, 


1|[ve me leave, | beſeech you, 

L || to prefent you with this 
Copyota Mafter-piece,drawn 
1n1ts Originall by as rare a 
hand as | have mecwithall. 
the which] am the rather 
encouraged to dce, for that } have experien- 
ced your Goodneſſe to be ſuch, as may make 
Toe; Az me 


A » 
© a + 


Tas ErisTLE 


mepreſame upon your Pardoning ſuch Faults | 
as your {udictous eyeſhall obſerve therein, e- } 
ſpecially. fince they are committed by.ſo \ 
'Profeſt and ſo Obliged a Servant of your La- 
diſbips : and further, for that All that have 
the Honor to know: you, know you to have | 
Piety enough to praflice what 1s thereln pre- | 
fſeribed as allowed of, and to ſhun the Contrary } 
(both which you will fiade Rarely drawn to } 
the life by the eAuthour, though perhaps but Y 
S$/ubberd over by the Copyer, 1n almoſt every | 
_ Chapter of this book) Loyalue enough not | 
to tranſgrele the boundaries therein pra- | 
{cribed to due eAllegeance, and to detelt the 
ſeverall Revolts you ſhall fiade mentioned 
thereta ; ſudgement enough to diſcern, and 
] hope to approve of the Eloquence, Phtlo- 
opt», Hiſtory, and Divinity, which you ſhall 
ſee therein Handſomely and Metbodically 1n- 
terwoven : to which 1f you will adde (ha- 
rity enough (a vertue ſo Eminent 1n your 
L adiſhip, as it 1s not to be Doubrted of) to 
pardon the faults eſcaped 1n the Preſſe, I 
| thall chread it to. the reſt of my Obligations , 


liace - | 


Drurvrcarory. 
ſince though they cannot 1n a Dire@ line be 
imputed to ee, yet by Refiedion (as not 
having hada ſufficient Care 'to peruſe the 
Proofes) they may ſeem to have an [nflu- 
ence upon ee , towhich I muſt plead, my 
not being in Town whileſt the Preſſe went, 
and that | have madean Amends bypriating 


an Errata, which ] ſhall defire whoſoever 


Z buyes this book, to ſee bound up with it for 
2 his better ſatisfaction. 


Madam, 

Z Wheato this Goodnes,Prery, Loyalty, Judge- 
E ment and Charity, the Honour ſhall be added 
# which you derive from that A oble Stock 


whence you are /mmediately deſcended , and 


J that which you atcheive from that Antient 
3 Stock of Honour 1ato which you are ſo happt- 
4 >» Engrafted, I hopethat my (, boiſe of Deai- 
J cation will by all men bs approved of: and [ 


| Shall think my Labour very well Beftowed and 


& Hiebly Recompenced, if your L adyhip ſhall 
JT pleaſe to peruſe this Rough-bewn ( oppy at 
Jfſuch Leaſure-boures as ] pend it ; andif you 


ſhall 


, - > Ws og OS 


Tus: ErisrLts, &c. 
ſhall fiad anything thereia which may make 
you thinke your {imethatmeane while not 
Miſ-ſpent , or which may ſometimes bring 
the Hambleſl of ;your Servants 1nto your | 


Thoughts, He bal! have obtained che Height 1 
bis Ambition, who 1s, 7 


Madam 
Vhatſoever your Ladiſhip 
ſhall pleaſe to (reate him, 


M onMouTm 


LISS2SS0 22962228995 
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NY; Fide hathmade ſo powerfull an impreſſion in the ſoule of 
£3, man, as that all the paines he ſuffers are not able to «face 
& it, He is proud amidſt his Misfortunes, and though he 
have loſtall thoſe H&gvanteges which cauled Yaine-gloryin him, 
yetceaſcth he notto be vaine-glorious amidſt his Miſeries, He is 
{till flatteredin his Exile with choſe promiſes which the Devil 
made him in Paradiſe: though he be ſlave to as many Maſters as 
he hath Paſsjons, yet he aſpires to the Worlds Soveraignty ; though 
his Debts doe ſufficien-ly prove his Ignorance, yer doth he pre- je pom. 
tend to the Kxowledge of Good and: Evifl, and though all theſcd perve:(e, 
Sickneſſes which aſſaile him, teach him that he is More«d, yet doth jp oft my 
he promiteto himfclfc Immmedity. But, that which is morc In- te, ed habere 
ſupportable, and which renders his fault more infolent, is that contra um 
hz hopes to arrive at all this happineſſe by his 9wxe Strength - he Tine: in Pet. 
thinks nothing impoſſi:le eoa creaure that is Free and Rational, 65. 
that his Go-d depends upon his Wit, and that withour any other 
help thea what he drawes from Nature, he may acquit himſcltc of 
his Loſſes, and Recover his Innocence, 
3 Tis Errear being the Outwoſt of all our evils, Religion labour 
23 only howco diſ-abaſ® usthercin, and all her Commandements and 
7 <Advices tend only tomake us Sexfible of our misfortune. The 
Saerifices teach us thar wehavedeſerved Death, thc Law teacherh 
us that weare Blind, and the Difficulty we findin Keeping it doh 
prove our: Want > Power, Grace doth yet more ftrengly infinuate 
this truth unto us, ſh: u dertakes not tocure us, till the hath per- 
ſwaded us thar wc arc Sic and the F:r/f thing which ſhe makes 
us acknowledge, is our /gn7rane and Weakneſſe. Natwre, as proud 
as ſhe is, agrees in this point with Grace: her Diſordersare ſominy 
M-- " Inflruttions, 


Nome tid Infiruftions, which wilhoot ſuffer us to doubtof our Atiſeries, the 


| perfccta : quid 
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(ab Deo juRto pro Farr bfulxeſſe of our Senſes, our Paſsions revolt, and the Fighting 


mA (er eſſe qui! 


cum pact, of thoſe Elements which environ us, and whereof we are Compe- 


Fil mereatsre £4 are Proofes which will,convince the moſt Opintonated, 
C4 Itmuſtalſobe conteſt,tharthe Wiſeft £hiloſophers have acknow- 
£6 ledged that there wasa Hidden Cavſe ofall thele > 1th and 
being preſt by thei Conſecrences, they hav? confeſt, t atfince N- 
*ure deales more hardly with Ys than with her 0:her Chilaren , 
{ome ſecret fault muſt of uecefhry havebcen, which hath incenſ-d 
Penn iftam her againſt vs, The Platon:ſts imagined, thar our ſaules were in- 
+4 99 99 th fuſed in o our Bodies, only co Fxpratethoſe fins 0:1 Earth, which 
_y x 4 rhey had commiticd :n Heaves; the Academicks did 1:0tdiff-r much 
juſti eff P*- fromeheir opinion, andrthoughin therr complaints theydid ſome- 
D Policihen time loſe thac Reſpect »hichthey ought ro God. yr did they con- 
nominaur. . feſſe,that our Faalis did precede our Miſer/es,ind thatthe Heavens 
- + 1 $4 weretoo Fuſtto puniih the In-0c-mt, » Ot 
8, Only the Stocks, whoſe wiole Philoſophy 15 enlivened with 
Vain-glory, did beleeve that if man were 1:rcgular, *twas on- 
ty becauſe h: Weu/d br fo; and that as his Liberty had been the { ole 
Konim homi. Cauſe of his Miſcheefe, it might alſo be the ſole Remedy chereof : 
es animus & they imagined , thar it he would take Na'are and Reaſon for his 
ratio inaniyo edes, he might get againe 1nto the pach of Vertue, t rom whence 
uutemabillo Bc had Strayed, and thi! in ſo good a Schoole, he might cafily re- 
exigis? rem forme his Dyſ-rders and recover his Innocence, Peligianiſme may be 
facilimumoſe- (1: 1:0 have hadirt: 0'1212all 1f* with this proud SeR, ani that di- 
—— verle ages before Pelagrne 111% birth, Z'#9 and execs had tane v p- 
Scene, Erift. gn them the Defence ot Corrupted Nature; tor they allotted all 
w her diforders to mans Conſtitution and Education; norknowing any 
other f1 1nes ſave ſuchas be meerly Yeluntery, they were ignorant 
of thit inne which we inherir fc 1m our 4*ceftors. and which pre- 
ceding our Birch, ms. kes us Crimin fl exe we be Rational: they 
taught precepts to ſhun Sin, h y frameda metiiod to acquire Ver- 
tur, and propoſing no other heips to thrir Diſciples then Rerſen 
and Livery, they uphelde! em in their Vain glory,and didnot af- 
fiſt them in t'1eir Wesknrſſe, Theſe two Idols ſeemed powerfull 
enough to overceme ll their Enemies, and not knowing that 
Reaſon was Blind, and Liberty a Captive, they imp:dently affirmed 
that there were no Inclinatrions ſo Bed, not Habits ſo Obſtinate, as 


might 


h EÞ Wy == Y 


Ar © Retr = LOW SY 


T be eAuthors Preface. 


might not be overcome by this weak aſſiſtance; they boaſted that 
their feliciry depended upon their Owne proper Power , that they 
might be happy in Deſpizht of Heaven, andthat though their hap- 
pincfſe were not of {v long Dwrance, yet was it of the ſame Tran- |, Aliquid 


qui llity as that of God. * | quo lapicns 
Amongſt ſo many /»preties and Blaſphemies which Pridecxtort- antecedat De- 
ed from out their mouthes, they iotbare not ſometime to be- 7te 
tray their owne cavſe, and publquely ro acknowledge their owne imbecillirem 
Miſery: For Nature, which cannot lye long, mace them find her hominis Teeu- 
diſerdrr5,and torced them to contelle,that Fawlts were learnt with- Senes, Bpifh 
out Teachers, that we arc Berne out of Order, and that wee have 44- 
much Str9p7zer inclinations to ice thea to 7 er1uc. Oblivion 
Their Se was borne down whenthe Pelagtans raiſcd uptheir & iz, ora «i. 
hercfie up on its ruines, and when undertaking to defend Corrupt- 3m non (ub- 
ed Nature, they declared warre __ the Grace of leſus Chriſt , [<rngi.na = 
they madea)l tur De/or ders to paſſe for Natwral Effetts,they laught iccun im v- 


at Original Sin. and maintained that Man had nv Other off. nces [93m led 


ſccundum nz£- 


then whar he comroitte:! by 115 Own proper will; they thought c<giraen cve- 
all our Badinclinat es ſuſhciently rccompenced by Liberty , and niunt Dogma 
confiding ſtrangely inth=ir 0wne Srength, they would not be be- 


fuir, Pclagrj. 


holden co Grace, to withi{tand Yice, nor to defend Yertvue. Though Item vigor. 
St. Auſtin by his Le«rnirg and Humility hath triumphed over this 37 noliram 
proudand learned herefie, yet hath it out-lived thatdefcar , and ©. _ 
found partakers after his Pe4th + we run into the errours thereof fedex libero 
at #n4wares, we ſpeak the Language of the Pelegrans , not having arditrio, 
their Belrefe,and attributing inore tO Liberty , or Free-will, then to 
Grace, we will be O#v Sclves, the Authors of our Salvation. 

To remedy this cvill, which appears, much more in our 4#;- 
ev then in our Words, I thought ic became me to repreſen;the de- 
plorable Condition whereinto Sinne had reduced Natwre; and to 
make it evident in this worke, that there is no faculty of our 
Seulcs, nor part of our Bedves, which is not our of order. The pro- 
fit will notbe (mall, it we can teil how to husberdiit well: for to 


b:ot char our Mrſery will cauſe confuſion in us by reaſon of our 


Sinne, and make us abborre it, twill 'cflen the haughty Conft:enze 
which we have in our Free-wif, and make us acknowicdge the 
Need we haveto beafhſted by Crace: the being ſenſible of our Ma- 


lady, will bea Diſpeſirion ro 0:17 Care, and the weight of our 1/085 
B 2 may 
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tn xe have of our Owwne ſtrength ,15 injurious to-He G:ory, and thoſe 

fanitas dclen- pg0d 1nclinations of Nature, which we Call Sceds of Yertue, docnot 

us quam '- ſcem to leflen Adms fin, fave fo farreas to ſet a greater value up-- 

Faris +/4.2.in On The Grace Of Teſus Chriſt : bur the perfeR knowledge of our 

F/al.55- Miſcry, cannot but produce good eff &s + and when we ſhall be 
tuliy perſwaded that we candoe nothing that is-pleaſing to God; 
without his Sex's help, we will endeavour toobrainthar aſſiſtance 
by our Prayers, and to procure it by our Teares, 

Lacrymz non 


p flulant vo | Following this defizne, | ſhall then make it appeare, that there 


nm ſed me- 15an Originall (inne, which is the fruirfull Spring-head of all our 


og G''S' Muforinwues. and penerrari”g to within the Sow/eof Me, T will ſhew 
that her princ'pall faculties retaine no longer their firſt Purity nor 
thcir anc ent Yiggwr, and thatall the Yerezes which are the Work- 
manſhip thereot, are -accompanied with ſo many Def-&s, as that 
thcy doe not deſerve the glorious Name which they beare, Froms 
thence I ſh=11 deſcend to mans Body , the Conftiturionand Miſeries 
whereot I will examine. Then, quitting May, I ſhall confiderall 
the Obieffs which docenviron him, and which may cauſe Loveor 
Har:din him. And concluding finally by the Diſorders which 
arc inthe World, I will ſhew that the Parts wherot it is Compoſed, 
have been out of Order, only fiiice Sinne: Vie prove that Deluges 
and Devaſtations by Fire, arc puniſhments which Divize lfice 
hath invented to puniſh Guilty man withall , and will make it 
clearly appeare, as I hope, thatthere were no 2onſters nor Poyſovs 
in the Srate of /nnocency. 
I have inall this my worke-endetyont'd to mingle El:quence 
with DogFrize, and knowing that I was to be accountable t » AU 
Ecadn fro- the World, I have ſometimes ſuffer'd my thoughts tv flic a Lower: 
priun 0:40 Pitch, that they might be the more intelligible: 1 have been of 
- zene  vi- Opinion that Deſcriptions. did not injure Argamente1iens, and in 


;\ Cle, & cr- 


nael.q1s, Wiiting likea Chriſttan Philoſopher, I mizht b- permitered copl:y 


Gigy L15, ;. the Gratear, .Tfany man ſhall thinke me too -Copioms,.! am of Hi 
© Ofutie. Op1n10n; but to boot that this fault wants neither Example nor 
Excuſe , I have ſtriven to uſe no manner of Enlargement , bug 


what would bring with it ſome New Lighttothe Pudſtinding, | 
and which might ſcrye for Ornament to tie 71m ,. it nor-tor- | 


hiet D:{ence, 


, may ſerveto heighten our S«viowrs Merits. The high opinion - 
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comtcorrapted. _ p. 361- 
8 That Thunder, Plagues and Tempeſts, are therffecis of ſin. p.z68 


9 That Monflers and poyſons are the workmanſhip of ſis P:377 
19 That God will conſume the wirld corrupted by ſip, that he may make 
4 ner world, P. 


Of the Corruption of Nature by 


S I__'N N E: 
The Firſt Treatiſe: 


Of Originall Sin, and the Effes thereof, © 


The Firſt Diſcourſe. £ 
; That F 4ith acknowledgeth Onipiney Sin: That Nature hath a 
| feeling thereof : and That Phyleſophie ſuſpedts it. 


_ == Hough mans miſery witneſſe his fin, and 
KS; Px . thac to believe he is guilty , ſufficerh ro 
NED PATASERE prove his miſery, yer is there no one 
4 Truch in Chriſtian - Religion , more 

' ſtrongly withſtood by prophanePhylo- 
fl ſophers then is this; ſhee cannot allow 
WE T4 4,chaſtiſement which paniſhech the 
ISS facher in his children, neither can ſhee 
conceive a fin which precedes our rca- 
y ſon as well as our birch, Shee appeals 
. from ſo rigorous a decree , and thinks to defend Gods caule in 
pleading ours: Shee: attributes all our diforders to our conſticuci- 
on, ſhe impures our, crrours to Our —_— , andthe greateſt =_ 
O 


Ot AO a Rt 


- £cato,per #lrerum 


2 Of the Corruption of 


a Errafti,$e7;* of our irregulariticsto the Had employing of our time ; She * H 
fima nobcum (och experienceby ar uing, and what ever miſery ſhee makes rryal! 
wvitianaſci {u- pe! y _ X 
pervenrru®t iz Of ſhee will noracknowledge the cauſe, ſhee thinks a man may here- 
— — indefend himſelfe by reaſon, and that there being no fin which is 
-pt , 94- 
alone: ſhee makes uſe of the examples of Socrates , 'Ariftides, and 


Cato - ſhee oppoſeth theſe Sages roour Saints, and pretends that the 
works of Natureyield not tothoſe of Grace : Briefly, ſheecorrup- 


reth the purity ot our beliefe by the ſubtiley of her reaſoning ; and 


whereas Chriſtians ought ro convert all Phyloſophers, ſome Chri- 
ſtiansare perverted by Phyloſophers. We confeſſe Original! finne 
becauſe we darenor deny it, We avow that it hath bereft us of Grace, 
but aſſure our ſelves that it hath left us an entive Liberty , We confe(ſe 
it hath robl' d us of our innocencie, but maintainthat we may recover our 
innocencie by the means of reaſon, andthat if ws cannot merit heaven, 
we may at feof ſerure our ſelves from hell : Weadmirethe famous 
Actions of Intidels,. our eyesare daz!'d with the luſtre they receive 
from the writings of Phyloſophers; we fide, at unaiyares, with Na- 
rure againſt Grace, and through an inconſideratezcale: We will 
have theirdelufive vertues rewarded witha true happineſſe. 
Yet notwithſtanding to believeoriginall fin, is one of the prime 
Articles of our Faith; it Adam were not guilty; Jeſus Chriſt was 
not neceſſary; and if Humane nature be yer in her firſt purity, it's 
mn cauſe duo. 1 Vain har we ſeek a Saviour : Hence ® it is that: the great Apoſtle 
-xw banizzm Of the Gentiles doth fo oftenin his Epiſtles oppoſe fin rograce; ſer- 
querum per w- 'yitude to freedome; and Adam to Jeſus Chriſt; he is pleaſed to re- 
—— —_ unto us the diſorders of Nature, ro makeus admire the cf- 
ects of Grace, and he glories in his Infirmities, the morero heighth- 


1 edtmimiur © the advantagesof Redemptis, He teacheth us that weare concei- 
prrcatu propr 


fides Chriſtiane vedin fin,andrhar art our firſt enteranceinto the world weare the ob- : 


coxlfta. Aug. jeARs of Gods wrath. He ſhews us that Adems fin is ſhed abroad 


1.b de pecenro- throughout mankind, Thar his Malady is become a contagion, and 
OrginP-24 tha all the Childreri that do deſcend from this unfortunate Father 
are Criminal], and Miſerable. The Prophets agree with the Apoſtles , 
and this truth js notmuch leſs Evident in the Old Teſtament then 
inthe New. The moſt pena moſt afflicted of al mencoplaines of 
the misfortunes of his birth,and makes ſach juft imprecarions againſt 
the moment wherin he was conceived, as we may eaſily conceive, he 


| thought 
i. 


naturall , neither is thereany which may not beamended by will 


' Nature by Sinne. 2 
' thought it not voidof fault. David ':confeſſerh he was conceived in « pre dies 
ſin, and rhat though he were born inlawfull Matrimony, his birth eg 
ceaſeth not to be ſhamefully ſinfull. nr mare” 
The Church confirmesrhisrrath unto us, by as many Paradoxcs, conceptus ef 
asthe inſtructions are, which ſhe giverh-us. And*knowing that. her #0me- Jub3- 
words ſerves forlaws unto-her 'Children,-ſheis pleaſe ro'tell. us, | : 
=” thar Adam's (inis ours , That the miſeries which we undergoe, are 
22 the puniſhments of his difobedience , Thar Divine Juſtice hath 
2 condemned us in-Him :. That our -misforrune and His finne 
wt did precede our Birrh  "Andthatcontriry toall the Laws of Mo- 
EF rality, webeguilry before we are realonable; Faith perſwades us to 
ZZ theſe Truths, and withour troubling our. ſelves to ſeek Proofs to 
XX ſtrengthenthem, wein all hutnility believe what we cannot evident- 
lyknow; But becauſe qt ary isa Rebel to Faith, and thar ſhe 
*X is more ſwayd by reaſon; ther'by the Authoricy of che Church, I 
2X will convince her by reafon, and make herconfels, that we could nor 
2X beirregular, it we werenot guilty. | 
, All Phyloſophersconfefs, * Thar man is Compoſed of abody & #4 Prizcep: & 
| ſoul, And that when Divine Providence did firſt forme him, ſhe CR —_ 
mingled Beaſt with Angell,and that ſhe gathered Heavenand Earth ,,,.j pron 


po 


rogerherto finiſh her Nobleſt piece of workmanſhip. It Paſſion have mure carmen 


not prevail'd over-reaſon in theſe great men, they muſt confeſs that 4#*1© rexvre. 
3 Auguft. comra 


when God did this his Chicfeſt work, he did ſo well accord the julian, tib.z. 
two Parts which went tothe Compoſition thereof, as thatthe b zdy cap.8. 
obey'd the ſoul, & the Angell comanded over the Beaſt. They muſt 
acknowledge that God obſerv'd the ſame Order in the Compoſing 
of man, as he didin the making of the world, and that as he ſubmir- 
ted the Earth to the Influences of the Heavens, he did likewile af- 
ſ{ubje& Paſhionto reaſon, and the Appetite ro the will. And lince 
they obſerve thisdecent ordertobeno longer kept, they ought ne- 
ceſſarilyto infer, that ſin is the cauſe thereof, And that man hath 
loſt theſe advantages only becauſe he hath nor preſerved his Inno- 
cency. Forwhar likelyhood is there, that rwo Parts joyned roge- 
ther, ſhould not indure oneanother, that they ſhould mutually love 
and hare each other, that the fleſh ſhould wage war with the foul, . ;,iug gue 
which gives it life, and thar the ſoule ſhould complain of the others neyMeaia, 
inſolency, which ſerves heras an Officer or Aberter, © whence is it Years 3%, 
that our inclinationsare out of Order, before we have acquired ny 46S 

D 3: ad 


f coniMdntia | 
order and weakneſs. This it was that made * St: Avgeſtine lay,thar 


ram concupif” 
ceatie tejl ys oft 
quam boſits. 


/ 


4 Of tbe Corruption of 
bad Habits, that our faults precede evill examples, that we know 
what evill is, not having learned it, and that theſoul follows the ins 
clinations of her body, before the hath taſted the delights thereof: 
whenceis it, that finis naturall to us, thar in us it preceeds the uſe of 
reaſon, that notwithſtanding allits deformities, ut becomes pleaſing, 
and that vertue with all hercomlineſſe ſeem auſtere unto us. Cer- 
tainly,he who ſhall conceivearight, the reaſon thereof, will be obli- 
ed cither tro blame Divine Providence, or cls to condemne the fin- 
tulneſs of the firſt man, wholoſing originall Juſtice, deprivedall his 
Children thereof, And who making usinherit his diſorders, made 
us criminall, before rationall. | 
The Morall Vertues, which Phyloſophers boaſt ſo much off, doe 
authorize the belcite of originall fin. For though they perſwadc 
themſelves, that man by the aſſiſtance thereof may overcome fin ; 
and that Goddid not Compoſe him of two -rebellious Parts, ſave 
only to increaſe his merit, and roleave unto him the glory of finiſh- 


ing it; yertthe uſeof vertuedoth ſufficiently prove his irregularity , 


and itis ſufficient ro acknowledge that he was born guilty, ſince we 
know he is obliged robecame vertuous. For vertue is nota produdcti- 
on of Narure, bur an invention of Art, ſhe is not infuſed, bur ac- 

vired, andthe Pains ſhecauſerh, fully equall che Pleaſures which 
ſhe promiſcth. She preſuppoſerh that man is our of order, ſince ſhe 
hath a deſign to reforme him, and thar he is fick fince ſhe endeayours 
rocure hira. All herexerciſes are ſomany Combars, all her encmies 
are born in the very Place where ſhe ſers upon them,and the induſtry 
ſhe is forced ro make uſe off ro drive them thence, doth ſufficiently 
witneſs that they govern there before her , in cffe& manis weak, 
before he hath acquired fortitude, heis fooliſh before wiſe, and 
ere temperate, unchaſt, his vertues are proofs of his vices, his laſt 
viRories are fignes of his former defeats, and the ſuccour which he 
is enforced to {cek for, from without himſelfe, is a witneſs of his diſ- 


continency isas wella witneſs as an enemy of concupiſcence,8&thar 
al choſe glorious habits which fighragainſt our fins do manifeſt thera. 
If vertue make us ſuſpe our miſery, the Creatures reyolt makes 
us know our finfulneſs; and he who ſhall conſider that man is in 
the world,as in an enemies Country,will have no great difficulty to 
judge that he 15s Criminall, Reaſon unaſiſted by Faith is ſufficicar ro 
make 


Nature by Sinne. 5 


make us Comprehend that manis the Image of God , - That he is g 1taque feb- 

his Licurenant upon Earch, Thatall Creatures owe him homage, ©: h-meone 

and that he ought to Reigne in the World:either as a viſible Angell, a ora ren 
X orasa Mortall God. The Place he beares in the Univerſe challeng- devin#s, flent” 

| echthis Advantage;and reaſon which raileth him above Beaſts,gives maieere's 

X himthe Sovercignry overthem, ſince all thingsare made for his uſe, a fopplici 
X allmuſt beſubmitred ro his will. And fince hemuſt Reign with God viten wſpica- 
Z inHeaven, he muſt begin co Reign for him upon the Earth , This | wren 
Es . . ' R n am 09 culpam 
2 notwithſtanding all Creatures —_ war upon oh they deal with quianatumet. 
him, ratheras with a Tyrant, then Lawfull Sovereign: They obcy Plin.lib.s. 


peg PR. Goh, 
F- BY 


* 
- 2. Hm. 


.# him nor, but by Force, Andic is cafe to be ſeen, That having loſt the FT 

== right thar he had over them,he coands them,now,only by violence, 

*f ithe draw any ſervice from beaſts, its after having been either their 

=Z Slavc, ortheir Tyrant. If * che carth be fruirfull,irs atrer havingbeen þ oma crew 


3X watered with his ſweat,and rent in peecesby the Plough , If the ture pugnatic 
3X7 Scabear his veſſels tis not without threatning them with ſhipwrack, *%«i/a/+ 
RE If Aire contribute co his reſpiration, it (offers alſo corruprtions, wy 
KX whereby to forme contagions, and fickneſſes, If the winde fils his 

fails, it alſo raiſeth Tempeſts, and drownes his veſſels, If fire ſerve 
him inall his Arts, icmingles ic {elf wich Thunder, and taketh re- 
venge forall the Injuries it hath received from him. 

This generall inſurreRion isa token and puniſhment of his offence, 
had he preſerved his integrity he had never loſt his Authority, and 
had henor falne from his innocency he had never forgon his Throne. 
Phyloſophy as haughty as the is,cannor deny bur tharman is theprey 
of wild beaſts, and the vicime of their fury, that heis expoſed ro 
therigourof the Airc, and ro the unſeaſonableneſs of the weather, 
ſhe muſt confeſs that he hath no ſubjeR which is not rebellious, thar 
there isno place within his Territories which 1s not his enemy, and 
there is no part of his body which is not either diſobedient or un- 
faithfull ro him, whence proceeds this diſorder, ifnot from his ſin 
whence procceds ſouniverſalla rebellion , if nor fromhis diſobedi- 
ence, and why ſhould he have loſt his authority inthe world, if he 
had not loſt his innocency, which was the foundation thereof, I ve- 
ry well know that Phyloſophers who knew not the ſtate of ſin, en- 
deayour to excuſe this inſurrection, alledging ir is naturall, bur 
who ſces not theexcuſing of man, is to blame God, and that to leave 


innocency, tothe Creature, isrobereave God of his Providence : 
The. 
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6 Of the Corruption of 
The E!cnents began not to proſecute man, till he became ctiminall, 
and: God is ſo goodand juſt as he would nor have made him ſubject 
to thele ſufferings, had he not found him guilcy. His Ivy 


never gives againlt his juſtice, he makes ſuch moderate uſe of his 
power as he never injures his Providence, what ever power he ma 
juſtly challenge overthe Creature, he condemns 1t not ill it hat 
offended, who will not then term this unrulineſs of the ſeaſons a 


- puniſhment, who will not eſtecm the earths ſterility, rhe like, who 


will not believebur that the Peſtilences and Earth-quakes, Deluges 
and Puniſhments by fire, arethe juſt rewards of ſin, more ancient 
then 21l rheſe diſorders; we mult alſoavow that the wiſeſt Phylofo- 
phers have acknowledged that there was one cauſe of all theſe diſor- 
ders, and chough they neither knew the wickedneſle nor the name 
thercof, they have known t by irs effe&ts. Ariſtotle ) who may be 
rermed the Genius of Nature, who loved her fo paſſionately, rook 
ſuch pains to ſtudy her and ſo carefully coalidered her, hath gueſt 
at the caule of all the diſorders which he oblerved in her workman- 
ſhip ; He wonders that man cannot tame his paſſions , rhart being 
victorious every where elſe he is conquered by himſelf, and thar the 
ſoul hath nor ſtrength nor dexterity to triumph over her body, he 
cannot comprehend how the nobleſt workmanſhip of Nature ſhould 
be a Monſter; that the ſenſes ſhould be unfairhfull, and paſſions diſ- 
obedient, and thar reaſon, which is her light ſhould be obfuſcated 
with ſo many darkneſles, he cannot conceive thar man being free, 
ſhouldbe a {lavero ſo many maſters that being furniſht w*knowledg, 
he ſhould be ingaged in crrours, and that being afſiſted by ſo man 

vertues, he hog be withſtood by ſo many vices, had ke durſt have 
condcuuncd the Diety, he would have found fault with the work- 


manſhip thereof, wavering berween Religion and impicty, he admires 


what he knows not, he ſuſpe&s what he-cannot diſcover, he gueſſes 
at what he cannot findc, and amidſttheſe doubts he confeſſerh that 
there is ſome hidden cauſe which hath produced theſe diſorders;what 
could a Phyloſopher ſay more, who had only been inſtructed n the 
School of Nature? what could aman imagine-who never having been 
enlighted by the beams of Faith, was equally ignorant of Adams in- 
nocency and guilt, if hebeignorant of the name of concupiſcence? 
dota not heacknowledge the nature thereot: and if he know not the 
cauſc of originall ſin, hath he not obſerved the effecs thereof? 
Cicero 
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Cicero, * whoisno leſsa Phylofopherin his Academick diſcour- 
ſes.then Orator inhis Orations,complains that Nature is mans Step- 
dame:thar ſhe hath bin negligent inche Maſter-picce of her work- 
manſhip, and that as envying his happineſs , ſhee hath given hima 
body expoſedto the injury of the Aire , tothemalice of Maladies, 
androthe fallencics of Forcune, that ſhee hath lodged an unhappy 
ZE ſoule, over-born with pains, abaſhed by fear, faint in labour,and un- 
Z=ruly in herdelights, in ſo frail a body : which hath made Saint Au- 
FZeu#tineconfels, that this great Phyloſopher had che Cognizance of 
Z#1in, though he knew nor 1ts naine, and thar he ckncevletand che ef- 
FEfcas ofa Cauſe which he could not diſcover. Thus reaſon without 
ZZ faich ſeems to have found our originall fin, And Phyloſophy which 
EZ makes Naturea Diety hath been enforced to els the diſorderli- 
neſs thereof,and to impute unto her the faulrs,whereof rhe firſt man 
was Author. 
Seneca in whoſe perſon was united the pride of a Szoick, and vain- 
lory of a Spaniard, and who confeſſeth no weakneſs, ſave ſuch, as 
ecan neither excuſe nor conceal, after having pleaded inthe behalf 
of Nature, is obliged to forſake her, heacknowledgeth ina thou- 
ſand parts of his Writings, that fin isnaturall unto us, and that Phy- 
loſophy is not ſufficicnt co ſave us from a Monſter, which conſtitures 
a part of ourſelves. ” know that he variesin his opinions,that Pride 
makes him revoke ſuch Confeſſions as truth hath extorted from our 
of his mouthand pen, that he complains that we live nor as we were 
born, that we donot preſerve thoſe advantages that Nature hath gi- 
ven us, and that ſeduced by errour, or corrupted by example. »" We 
commmit errours which ſhe dereſts, bur he quickly akeers bi minde, 
and being preſt by his own conſcience, hee avows that vertue is a 
ſtranger, vice natural] co us : hee confeſſerh that the firſt men were 
not more innocentthen we, fave only inthat they were more igno- 
rant ; that they had not as yet opened the bowels of the carth,to en- 
rich themſelves with her ſpoyls , nor kill'd beaſts to fatisfie their 
appetites , but that they even then had the principles of all theſe 
crimes in their ſouls , and thar there is great difference berween 
a man who hath not the knowledge of evill , and him who 
hath not a defire thereunto. Had * this Phyloſopher read our 
Hiſtories , and had hee learnt from Moſes what paſt inthebegin- 
ning of the World, he had plainly feen that vice comes not by de- 
| grees, 
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3 . Of the Corruption of 


grees, asdoth vertue, andthatcorrupted Nature isa Milſtris good e- 
nough to teach us, what isill in giving us life. Murther was Carn s 
Aprentiſage , and the Impicties which wee deteſt have diſhonoured 
the firſt ages as well as they do ours, ſince man was irregular, he be- 
came capable of all vice, and ſince hee loſt Originall Juſtice, heeis 
faln intoall ſort of diſorders, We poliſh fins, we invent them nar; 
wecommir them with more pompe, not with more wickedneſs, we 
oaly add ornament thereunto. Andina word, wee are not more 
faulcy then our fore-fathers , but more induſtrious. | 

In fine, if it belawfull ro make uſe of Fables to ſtrengthen Truth, 
and to beat down lies by Peers whoare the Authors thereof, I ſee nor 
a better draught of a man born in fin then that which is repreſentel 
tous by the Tragedian in his Thebaw. For ? Oedipus recounting the 
Story of his 'Misfortunes complains that his death preceded his 


birth, char his fin preceded his reaſon, that nature feared him, before' 


ſhe had brought him into the world, that by a ſtrange prodigie he 
had committed fins before he knew what fin was, that the Heavens 
whoſe decrces are ſojuſt had declared him criminall, before he was 
indued with reaſon, and that his father being a ſervant todivine ju- 
ſtice, had puniſht him as ſoon as his mother had brought him into the 
world. Atter this crowd of reaſons and authorities, I know not whar 
can be ſaid againſt the belief of originall ſin, who can deny an evill,of 
whoſe effectsall men have a ftellow-feeling ; Sinceall Phyloſophers 
beforethey knew what name to giveir, knew the nature thereof, and 
allthecowplaints they have made of 6ur miſeries,in their Writings, 
are ſo many teſtimonies born by them to the truth of ourReligion, 


The ſecond Diſcourſe. 


What the ſtate of man was before Sinne. 


| then 
the ſtate of innocency, there is notany thin notwithftand- 


| T Hough there be nothing more oppoſiteto the ſtare of fin 


& ing, which better dilcovers unto us the diforders thereof, 
and it ſeems to beatrue looking glaſſe, wherein we may ſee all the 


other detormities. To know the grearneſſe of mans miſerie, wee 


mult AO the neight of his happineſſe; and to know with what 
, _ | yu p y C - . o . 
weigat he tel we muſt know the height of kis dignity, Man was crea- 


red 
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uſneſſe, his Divine Quality made a part q Adam fe 
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| wantting rohis: caſt hep he pref exved ; 
| alleheeon ouſneſs,hemighr boaſt oh 
ng Twas thistharul 
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ir was not much lefſeinaturall for him to love God $1 rh 


himſclf, he did both theſe A ions by one and the _rne Principle, 99-46- 
The love of. himfelf differed nor from the love of God, andthe 0- FI, 
perationsof Natureandof Grace, were ſo ha ly interringled, thac 

n ſatisfying his Neceffities, he acquitted himſelf of his duty , "afid 

didas many holy A&ions,asnaturall and rationall ones. He © ſought £ Hee pratia 
Godand fag bind in all thir rgsz much more happy then wee, xewq ug of 
he was not bound to ſeperace tumſelf from himſelf, that he might NILES 
unite hiniſclf;o his Crearor, Godlinefſe was praiſed withour pain, /re {cat rifle 
Vertue wascxetciſed wi Jenceand that which coſts us now Py —_ 
ſomuch Key 6 nothing buteſires: there needed nocom- tib.1z. de C 
baresro! Way Vic wasthercany need to call inver- viccp.23. 
cue; to krepe paſſions "wk. r limits. ' was eaſieto 

them, nor is Rebeion/ſs n > av9ny as was then ſub-- 

miſſion, . This Gygce* whi und theſoulc uncothe body with * He ig)tw per 
bonds as ſtrong asPleaſing , unitedtheſenſes ro the Spirit, and af 6jdo in paradiſe 
ſubjeaecd the paſſions ro reaſon, N y was a Naturall ſcience , ae precatum 
or if it were infuled, was to gertherwis the ſoul, and every one "9 mae 


would 
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grees, as doth vertue, andthatcorrupted Nature isa Miſtris good e- 
nough to teach us, what isill in giving us life. Murcher was Car” s 
Aprentiſage , and the Impieties which wee deteſt have diſhonoured 
the firſt ages as well as they do ours, ſince man was irregular, he be- 
caine capable of all vice, and fince hee loſt Originall Juſtice, heeis 
taln intoall ſort of diſorders. We poliſh fins, we invent them nor; 
wecommir them with more pompe, not with more wickedneſs, we 
oaly add ornament thereunto, Andina word, wee are not more 
faulty then our fore-fathers , but more induſtrious. 

In fine, if ic belawfull to make uſe of Fables to ſtrengthen Truth, 
and to beat down lies by Peers whoare the Authors thereof, I ſee nor 
a better draught of a nan born in fin then that which is repreſented 
tous by the Tragedian in his Thebazs. For * Oedipms recounting the 
Story of his 'Misfortunes complains that his death preceded his 
birth, thar his fin preceded his reaſon, that nature feared him, before 
ſhe had brought him into the world, that by a ſtrange prodigie he 
had committed fins before he knew what fn was, that the Heavens 
whoſe decrces are ſojuſt had declared him criminall, before he was 


induced with reaſon, and rhat his father being a ſervant ro divine ju- 


ſtice,had puniſht him as ſoon as his mother had brought him into the 
world. Atter this crowd of reaſons and authorities, I know not whar 


vhole effectsall men have a tellow-feeling ; Sinceall Phyloſophers 
betorethey knew what name to giveir, knew the nature thereof, and 
allthecomplaints they have made of our miſeries,in their Writings, 
are ſo many teſtimonies born by them to the truth of ourReligion, 


The ſecond Diſcourſe. 


What the ſtate of man was before Sinne. 


Hough there be nothing more oppoſiteto the ſtare of fin,then 

ric [tate of innocency, there is notany _ notwithftand- 

L ing, which better diſcovers unto us the diforders thereof, 
and i: ſeems to beatrue looking glafſe, wherein we may ſee all the 
other ceformities. To know the greatneſſe of mans miſerie, wee 
mult know the neight of his happineſſe; and to know with what 

oh het.) py vor el "» Ie Eg 

WCgnt nee! we mult know the height of Lis dignity, Man was crea- 


ted 


n be ſaid againſt the belief of originall fin, who can deny an evill,of - | 
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ted with originall righteouſneſſe, his Divine* Qualicy made a part q Adam ſis 
of his being,and ſeemed robe the laſt of his differences. Reaſon and yo rin og 
Grace were notas yet divided, and man fincing his perfection in /gus oft. to 
their good Intelligence, Wasar once both Innocent and rational]: #= cir ju- 
& Since ſin hach bereft him! of this priviledge, he ſeems ro he but half Fr ne# ng 
** himſelf, chough he'nath not changed Narure,hec hath changed con- Aug. in Serm- 
=> dition,though hebe yer free , he hath leſſe power in his own perſon <v%ra d&nm 
= theninthe world, And when he compares hunſelf with himſelf, i ay 
>> hardly can he know himfelt. In the ſtate of innacency nothing was 

27 wanting to his perfection, nor felicity ;;and whilſt he preſerved ori- 

= ginallrightcouſneſs,he might boaſt to have poſleſled the ſpring-head 

2 ofall thar was good. Twas this that united him ro God , and which 

27 ſubmircing him co his Creator ſubmitted all Creatures unto him , 
2X; twas this thataccorded the ſoul with the body, and which pacifying 
38 thediffercnces which Narure hath plac'd berweentwo ſuch contrary 

EZ. parties, madechem find their happineſſein agrement, this it * was in = Adam Deo ſu0 
® finc'which diſplaying certain beams otlightabout his Countenance, 7,779 77 © 
| ogg ; " : " 1 1 uy, 
kept wild beaſtsin obedienceand reſpe&. In this happy condition auto. pro./c 

= man was only for God, he found his fappineſ cinhis duty, he obey- 5: depraue- 
FF cd with delighr, and as*Grace made up the perfetion of his being, #9. 
&X ir was not much lefle naturall for him to love God, then to love contra = hh 
=& bimſclt, he did both theſe Aionsby one and the ſame Principle, 9-46- 
The love of himſelf differed not from the love of God, and the 0- 
perations of Nature and of Grace, wereſo happily intermingled,rthar 
in ſatisfying his Neceſſities, he acquitted himſelf of his duty , and 
didas many holy Actions, asnaturall and rationall ones. He © ſought f Hee pralia 
Godand found him in all thirgs ; much more happy then wee, *9an © 
he was not bound to ſeperate himſelf from himſelf, that he might /3-ncnn, Hon 
unite himſelfro his Crearor. Godlineſſe was practiſed withour pain, 7a {cnt retla 
Vertue was exerciſed without violence:and that which coſts us now © e i 
{o much trouble, coſt him nothing bur deſires: there needed nocom- Ii.z2. de C:\ 
bates to carry away victory , nor was there any need to call in ver- vit.cap.23. 
rue, ro keepe paſſions within their limirs. Obedience was eafie to 
- them, nor is Rebellion ſo naturall unto them now, as was then ſub- 
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miſſion. This Grace* which bound theſoule unto the body with *7* {g5tur par- 
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ar or itit were infuſed, ewas rogerther with the ſoul, and every one 9 me 
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would have been eaſed of the Pain of acquiringit, all men were born 
wiſc, Nature would have ſerved them fora Miſtris, and they would 
have been ſo knowing even from their births, as rhey would nor 
have needed either Counſel] or InſtruQion, Originall righteouſneſſe 
govern'drheir underſtanding, guided their wills, enriched thcir me- 
mories,and after having done fuch wonders in their ſouls,it wrought 
as many * Prodigies in their bodies ; for it accorded the elements 
whereof they were Compoled, it hindred the waters from under- 
taking any thing againſt the fire: rempered their qualities, appeaſed 
thcir differences, and did ſo firmly untethem, as nothing could ſe- 
verthem. Manknew only the name of death; aud he had this of 
comfort, that he knew it was the Puniſhment ofa faulr, from which 
if he would, hemight defend himſelf. All nouriſhments were to pure 
that there was nothing ſuperfluous in them, Naturall heat was ſo vi- 
gorous,as it con\ erted all into the ſubſtance ofthe body,& was inall 
other reſpects ſo temperate as it was not prejudiciall ro the radicall 
moiſture. Man felt nothing incommodious , & Prudence * was fo fa- 
miliarto him, as he prevented hunger and Thirſt betore they could 
cauſe him any trouble, in his perſonand in his State, he enjoyeda 
cacefu}l quier,and he was upon good Terms with himſelf, and with 
bis ſubjects, becauſe he was the like with his Sovereign, he waited 
for his reward without anxiety, and grounding himſelf upon the 
truth of his Creators promiſes, he hoped for happinefle withour diſ- 
quiet. Dcath was not theway to life: there necded no deſcending 
rothecarth, ro mount up to the heavens; the foul fore - went not the 
body to cnjoy her God, and theſe two parts never having had an 
variance, were joyntly to aſt the ſame felicity. Bur whenthe Devill 
had cozened the woman, and that the woman had ſeduced rhe man 
he fell trom this happy condition, and lofing Grace, which cauſed 
all his good, he fell into the depth ofall evills. He received a wound 
which hecould never yet be cured of, he ſaw himſclt bereft of his 
beſt part, and * could not conceive how being no longer righteous, 
hc continued tobe rationall, and left us in doubt, whether he was 
yer man, being no Jonger Innocent. His Illuminations forſooke 
in; together with Grace, ſelf-Ilove came in the place of Charity, 
He whobetorclought nothing but God, began now to ſeek himſelf, 
Ana he who grounded his happineſſe upon his obedience, would 
vill 1s telicity upon Rebellion, as ſoon as his ſoulrebcll'd againſt 
God, 
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Nature by Sinne. I 
God, his body rebell'dagainſt his ſoul; theſe rwo praidmay,. - their 
love to hatred, and thoſe who livedin ſo tranquill a peace declared 


open war one againſt another, the ſenſes which wereguided by the 
underſtanding favoured the bodies revolt, and the pafſions which 


were ſubject ro reaſon, contemned her Empire, toinflave rhemſelves 


=® to the Tyranny of Opinion. 


If man were divided in his perſon, he was not more fortunate in 


*” hiscondition,wherein he underwenta Generall Rebellion, the Beaſts 
*> loſt their reſpe&s, they all became Savage, and violence, or Art is 
2X required tothe raming of ſome of them,the» Elements began romu- 
= tiny & following their own inclinations they broke the peace which 
#7 they had ſworn unto,in behalf of man whilſt Innocent, the Seaſons 
© grew unſcaſonableto haſtenthe death of man grown guilty, the very 
he | Halahe: alrer'dtheir Influences,and loſing their purity ſuftered ſome 
8 change,thercby to revenge the outrages done roGod amidſt ſomany 

diforders,nothing ſo muchafflited manas his domeſtick evills,he de- 


fended himſelf fr6 wild beaſts by force. he gain'd the reſt by wiles,he 
ſaved himſclt from the: Injuries of the Aire,by Cloaths and houſes. 


He by his labour overcame the ſterility of the earth, he oppoſed dikes 
ro the fury of the ſea, and ifhe could not calme the waves thereof, 


he found means to overcome her ſtormes, and to triumph over her 
rempeſts , he invented Arts to allaythe miſcrics of his lite, after ha- 
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ving fenced himſelf trom ageefity, ne ſought our pleaſure; he would » 


occaſion his happineſle, from his loſſeas it were thereby ro upbraid 
Gods Juſtice, he changed one part « t his paines into pleaſures, bur 


he could not reform the diſorders, neither of ſoul, nor body, for all _ 


he could doe, he could find no ſalve for the fickneſle of his ſoul, and 
though his haughtines made him hope for help from Phyloſophy,he 
could never reconcile himfelf,either ctoGod,or himſelf. After havin 
loſt the knowledge of the true” God , he framed Idols to himſelt, 
weary of baving adored the workmanſhip of his hands, he adored 
the workmanſhip of his fancy, after having offered. Incenſe to all 
Creatures, be became his own Idolarer , and forgetting the ſhame of 
his birth, the miiſeries of his life, and the rigour of death, he-would 
have Temples and Alcars, When his madnefſſe would alloys of any 
intermiſtons, he acknowledged the the danger of his diſeaſe, and 
for&chereumroby pain and ſhame, he ſought fgr remedies, but ſelf 
love wherwith he was blinded,rendered all hiscares uſcleſfe through 
C 2 a 
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a capricheouſneſſe whicircannor be conceived, hecheriſhed the evils 


which afflicted him, and preſerving the deſires which he had in his * 


Innocency, he would find the accompliſhmene thereof, in his guil- 
tinefſe, he was perſwaded that he ſhould find in himſelf what he had 
loſt in God, and thartaſſiſtedby a vain Phyloſophy, he ſhould make 
himſelf fortunate in the midſt of his misfortunes. Nothing did more 
crofſe his Cure, then this inſoleat belief, and nothing did more 
offend the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, then his contiding in hisown reaſon 
and Liberty. God permitred him to lament a long time, to the end 
that he might be ſenſibleat leaſure of his maladie, and Divine good- 
neſs deferr'd his deliverance,only ro make him conteffehis faulrinefs, 
he in vainlaboured all that he could, before he wouldbe broughero 
coteſs his miſery,8 ke ſought for help from Narure,before he would 
implore ayd from Grace, he ſought our all che means he thought, 
firting ro Cure himſelf of ſo vexatiousa Malady, and had ir not been 
for deſpair, he had never found our cheway-to health, bur when he 
ſaw rhar Conquerors for all cheir power could nor deliver him , that 
Phyloſophers could not by all their reaſons Comfort him, and thac 


Orators could not leſſen his evills by their words, he berooke him- 
ſelf to God, and the miſery hejindured made hitm know that nothing - 


butthe hand that had hurrhim, could heal him. 
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The third Diſcourſe. 
 ** Of what kinde the firſt Sinne which Avan 


committed was. « 


Hertwo firſt ſins of the Worldare the moſt unknown , and 
Divines whichagreein ſo many differing ſubjes have nor 

as yetbeen able ro agree in this, They know that the Angels 

and man, are become Criminall, but they know not whart the nature 
of their fault is. They know that both of them have violated thelaws 
of God and that over-weaning their own perfeRions they havenor 
lufficiently prizcd che perfeStions of their. Creator they very well 
know that neither of chem have preſerved rheir Innocencyz ,and 
thar weakneſſe (which. is inſeparable trom the, Creature) hath. 
been the cauſe of theit Fall, bur they know not what name to give 


ro 
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co this ſinne, nor under what degree torank thiscrime, which hath 
cauſed ſo much Miſcheifte,- Some think that the offence Com- 
mitted by the Angel was fo Generall, as in the extent thereof it in- 
cludes all other offences, that he flew from God by all the wayes jt 


waspofſible for him to eſtrange himſelf from him, thar uſing the 
urmoſt of his power he grew guilty of all the wickedneſſe , which ſo 


F enlightneda ſpirit was capable of : whence it is thar the holy Scri- 


prures; to reach us the truth thereof, terms his faule ſomrtimes Mur- 


2 ther, ſometimes Adultery, fometimes Rebellion, though man be 
& nor ſo Active asthe Angel, and char his ſoul confined within his bo- 
= dy , be flowerin heroperations, yertthere have been ſome Divines, 
= who hathgiven the ſame Judgment of both their ſins, and who have 


perſwaded themſelves that Adam by one only offence, became ouil- 
ry ofall fins, that the law which was propoſed unro him, conteining 
in itan Abridgment of all Laws,he could nor violate ic withour vio- 


lating all che reſt ; that his diſobedience, under one only name Com-- 


prehen ded all fins,and that by one only artemprhe* Committed A- 
dulrery by failing in his fideliry ro God ; Theft by taking a frvir 
which did not belong unto him: Sacrilege byabuſing his wil w«b was 


coſecrated ro God : 8& Paracide, b AN unto his ſoul, 


and unto the ſouls of all his Children. Though this bea ſtrange 0- 
Pinion, yet the worthinefle of che Author, makes mepur a valuati- 
on upon ir; for it is S. Angu3tize,yer inthe rigour of reaſon, it is hard 
roconceive, that mansſ{oul had ſo much of fight, as that in oneſole 
ation it commirted ſo many fins. Theſe fins which areimputedto 


Y man, are rather the effects then parts of his diſobedience, and if I 


may be permitted to ſpeak my ſenſe after the Chiefe of all Divines, 
I ſhould conceive that S Augnitines defign was, ratherto ſatisfic-his 
cloqueneeEthen the truth, and that making uſe ofa figure which is 
ſo frequent amongſt Orators, he would aggravate Adams fin tomake 
us deteſt it. k | | 
Some others have been of opinion thit Pride was theſin of the An- 
gel, and of manthat theſerwo Noble Creatures puft up with their 
own'perfecions; #ſpired afrer Divinity, and char vain glory, which 
is alwayes accompanied by blindnes,had perſwaded them tharbcin 
already Þ immorrall, they mighgcafily make rhemſelves Gods. Bur 
cannot think thai ſucha thoughtcould fall into the mind either of the 
Angell; or of man, they were induced with roo much knowledge, nor 
to 
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to know that the Creature cannot cqua]l the Creator in Majeſtic , 
thar the degrees of their ſeparation are infinite, and that wiſhes are 
neverinade for things abſolucely impoſſible, how could that defire of 
making himſelf God, ever enter into the imagination of an Angell, 
Since Theo!ogte confeſſerh that they could never ſuſpe& the Myſtery 
of the Incarnation, and chat withour being ealightned by Glory or 
by Faith,they never could haverhought that God could make him- 
ſelf man, or man become God , other Divines have therefore rather 
choſen to believe, that the My(terie of che Incarnation, was the oc- 
caſion of the Angels fin, and that having learnt by Revelation, thar 
God was to allye himſelf ro humane Nature, he could not tolerate 
that the Angelicall Nature ſhould be deprived ofthis honour, imagi- 
ning that the Angels did very well deſerve whatioever dignity God 
would confcr upon man. 


Others havechought that ſelf-love was the ſin both of the Angel - 
and of man ; that ſeeing themſelves ſoperfe, ou grewinlove ww. 


themſelves ; that forgetting the greatneſſe of God, they conſidered 
only theizown beauty, that they made an 1doll of their own under- 
ſtandings; that not envyingGods pertections, they ſought for all 
thcir happineſſe within themſelves, and that rather byan Amorous, 
then Proud blindnefle, they endeavoured ro find our their content- 
ment in the Poſſciſion of « bes own advantages. If it benot raſhneſſe 


to go about ro diſcover what our leaders have been ignorant of,and if 


a man may divide that which hath neither parts nor moments, 
would ſay that the fin of man, and ofthe Angell is neither fingle,nor 
yet Compoſed ofall fins: as S. Auguitine affirmeth, weaknefle which 
is ſonaruralleo the Creature, was,as it were, the diſpoſition thereun- 
to, negligence the beginning, ſelt-love the enſuing, or progreſſe, 
and Pride the accompliſhment thereof, weakneſle is ſo naturall ro 
the Creature, as to free itthercof, ic muſt ſuffer change and be rai- 
ſedaboveirſelf ; Grace, (whoſc effe&t&are ſo many nuracles) dares 
not undertake to freethe Creature from it: there is nothing but Glo- 
ry which can fix the fancy ofthe-Creature, and rake from it that 1n- 
conſtancy which is the cauſe of all it's. offences. We acknowledge 
none but Jcſus Chriſt to be void of fia , The Angell, and man, nor 
being raiſed to this height of happineſſe, we muſtnor wonder if they 
be fallen, and if choſe whichprocceded ex #jhilo, did not 'defend 
themſelves from fin , every periſhable Creature may become':Cri- 


minall s 


_ 
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minall, that which may loſe irs being may loſe Grace, and whar 
cannot preſerve ir ſelfe in Nature, will have mucha doggro pieſerve 
it ſelfe in innocencie. Weakneſle chen prepared that Angel and man 
ZT ro in, and theſerwo noble Creatures became faulty , only becauſe |; 
© rhey were not unchangeable, negligence begun the faule which 
23 weakneſle had prepared, chey made nor uſe of all the grace which 
=: they had reccived , they left a varus in their being which made 
*: place for ſin, they did not emyloy all rhe advantages which they 


2 hadreceived from God, and deſervedroloſe them, f:r having neg- 
= lected them, as this fault was yer butan omiſſion, it might have been 


Þ expiared by humility , and by abaftng themſelves before God, ir 
= may be they might have ob-eined pardon, they became Idolatersar | 


ZE unawares,and framed vain Idols.to themſelves our ofthe workman-. 


== ſhip of God. This fault was already well grown, and the Angeland 
| men were guilty of having turned their eyes from Divine perfeRi- 
ons, to ſertle rhem upon their own advantages, yer did they only 
love thoſe beauties which God had placedin them, they might have 
adored his Image in theſe Looking-glafſes, and have returned to 
the Spring- head by theſe Rivolers , and by theſe beams have raiſed 
chemſelves up to the Sun : bur Pride finiſhed their tault , they grew 
roud of Gods favours, their vain-glory proceeded from his grace; 
chat which ſhould have ſubmitted them ro their Creator, was cauſe 
of their Rebellion, and the more they were beholding unto him,che 
lefle were: they acknowledging from the ttmes they thought them- 
ſelves able to reigne withour him, they would reign in deſpight of 
hin,and as ſoonas they had raiſed up a Throne unto themſelves, 
they would have Subjects, the Angel gor a party in heaven, he de- 
bauched fome of his companions , hee made flayes of his equals, 
and theſe excellent Spirirs were not athimed to adore a creature 
which though ic were more elevared, was nor leffe dependent upon 
God then were thereſt: Rebellion did not, notwithſtanding, diſ- 
perſe ir felf rhroughour all cheir Orders, the number of the faith- 
tull exceeded that of the revolters : Michael couragiouſly oppoſed 
himſelfero Lacifer, and be ir that he made good uſe of his graces, 
or that he received addition thereunto , he kept che greater part of 
the Angels in their obedience, and crovethe Rebels from the Em- 
pyercan Heaven, Man was more abſolute in his unjuſt deſigne, for 


his fin became the fin of all his' off-ſpring',-not any one oppoſed 
him- 
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bimſelfe ro his blinde fury, thoſe who lived in him, anddeſcended 


from him, were guilry of his Rebellion, they loſt themſelves ro- 
gether wiclftheir unfortunate Father, rhey ſuffered for a fin which 


' they could not hinder, they found themſelves engaged indeath, be- 


fore they knew lite, and wondered that not being 1caſonable, they 
werealrcady criminall, This fin which ſhed ir ſelf hke a contagion 


 becamethe Spring-head of errour in the World. The greateſt part 


of Hereticks have withſtood it, and the pride of Phyloſophy, 
wherewith they were puft up, would not permit them toconfefle a 
diſorder, which would have forced them ro be humble ; Cacho- 
licks believe it, though they conceive ir- not , Faith teacheth them 
what reaſon cannot perſwade them unto , and they care notthough 
they be eſteemed ignorant, ſo long as they may be eſteemed tech 
full : They finde by experience that man is become guilty, but they 
know not how he hathcontracted this crime , they diſpute not the 


| maladie, bur cannot comprehend by whar ſecret wayes the Father 
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hath communicared it to his children, and the children have re- 
ceived ir Fom their tather : This is that which we will examine in 
the purſuit ofthis Treatiſe. 


bY 


The fourth Diſcourſe. 


How AvDan's ſin did communicateit ſelf to thoſe that 
are aiſcended from him. 


any thing more known, then 4 0riginall Srune, unruly nature is 
anevidenrt proofe thereof, mens wicked inclinations doe ſuffici- 
ently witneflcir, and ir's cafily ro be conjectured, thar ſo'unfor- 
runare acreature cannot be innocent. But, certainly, the way how 


J: muſt be acknowledged that there is nothing more hidden, nor 


' Aug. demarid,,, this ſ1n ſheds it ſelt chroughmankinde, and paſſeth from the father 
into the children, is extreamly anknown , all that is ſaid of it doch 


but weakly prove it, and after having liſtned to reaſon. we muſt be- 
rake our ſelvesro the light of Faith: Doubtleſle, Saint Angn/trnc 
is he who hatch written the worthieſt thereupon, his proofs aic 


efficacious, his diſcourſes ſolid, if he had as well eſtabliſhed the bc- 


icte of Originall Sin as that of concupiſence , all men would be. 


COn- 
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convinced; and ye might as caftily make Phyloſophers believe A- 
daw's fault, as the irregularity of Nature, for all men ſee that Fa- 
thers communicate their diſeaſes , ro ſuch as dodeſcend tromchem , 
that the © Athiopians Complexion appears intheir childrens vita- 
ges, that there are maladies which are more hereditary in Families 
chen are poſſeſſions, and that there are men which ſutter for their fa- 
thers debaucheries, we muſt nor wonder if we partake of their diſ- 
caſes ſince we are compoſed of their ſubſtance, and ſince our bo- 
diesarea part of theirs, it 1s caſily conceived that their maladies 
may become ours : bur being bound by faith ro believe char che ſoul 
is the workmanſhip of God, thar ſhe 1s nor drawn from torth che 
matter of the body, though ſhe be incloſed therein , and char theis 
a pure ſpirit,though ſhe doth inanimate herbody, It isalmoſt impoſ- 
ible ro make us diſcerne how ſhee becomes criminall when ſhe is 
thereinto infuſed, the isalrogerherpure whilſt in her Authors hands, 
and ſhebecomes not guilty till ſhe becomes the bodies torme. 1 ve- 
ry well know that ſhe is intuſed as'ſoon as creared, and thar the ſame 
hand which hath excracted her our of nothing, hath bound and ta- 
ſtened her to the body : butT know not why the tather , who con- 
tributes nothing ro her production, ſhould contribute ro her polluti- 
on, and wherefore ſince he gives notlife unto her , hee ſhould make 
her inherit his fin. Divines are much perplexed with this difficulty, 
and touching the reſolution thereof , Saint Auſtin hath oft-times 
doubted, whether the ſoul were not produced by generation, as wel 
as the body, all his reaſons ſeem ro be grounded up.5n this belief, he 
wil have itthat the body doth infec the ſoul , and generation is as it 
wercthe channell of fin, which hathcorrupred us. He grounds chree 
principles which doproduce three ſeverall effects imman; God which 
hath * created him , his facher who hath begort him , and fin which 
hath ſullyed him. The ſoul was trom God, the body proceeds from 
thebegerting Facher, and the impurity derives from (in: he admira- 
bly de{cribesthe Nature of concupiicence, and he is never morelcar- 
ned, nor more eloquent, then when helers forth what havock ſhe 
hath made in our ſouls, he » teacherh us that every in is a particuler 
concupilſcence, and that inſtructed by our own Miſery, wecall Ava- 
rice the concupiſcence of riches, Pridethe concupiſcence of glory, 
and unchaſtity the conCupiſce.ce of yoluptuouſneſle , he concludes 
by convincing reaſons, and which receive no reply, that it was — 
ary 
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. this Originall (in! by what waies doth it fhde into our ſouls: by what 
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Of the Corruption of 


ſary that man being guilty ſhould bo_ ſinfull Children;and » char 


it was not juſt that the Cnildren ſhould be more innocent then their 
Fathers ; he perſiwades us cftectually, thar Chriſtians not being re- 


generate bur by the ſpirir, cannot communicate grace to thoſe that 


deſcend from them by the way of generation which reſts yet in Im- 
purity: but rruly he doth not ſufficiently prove rhar che ſoul ſhould 
become guilty for being engaged in the body, nor that to make up 
one Compoiition with ir, ſhe ſhould contratta fin, whereot ſhe her 
ſelfis not capable, for though concupiſcence reign in the body, (to 
ſpeak properly it is not a fintiJLir paſs into the foul , Irregularityjis 
the matter therepf, but heraverſion from God, is her Forme, and ir 
is impoſſible ro Comprehend, that the foul, for being infuſed into a 
wretched body, ſhonld become Criminall, whencethen proceeds 


Channels dori1 it thed it felt into the handy work of God?-and how 
comes it thatthe Chiet workmanſhip of his hands becomes guilty,aſ- 
ſoon it is engaged in the body. 

Theologie hath been forced to Imagine a-ſecret Treaty between 


God, and Adam, by the which, God having made Adam head of all. 


men, he had given him grace for ail his Poſtericy, and that by the 
ſame law that all his Children ſhould ſhare in his fin , that this 
Treaty ( whereby Goas Julticeis not injured) diſcovers unto us the 


greatneſſe of his Sovereignty, thar it is not ſtrange a Prince ſhould 


put into the hands of his Subjects the fate of all them that ſhould 
deſcend from them, that in all the beſt regulated States, the Chil- 
dren ſharein their Parents evils, that receiving the glory of all their 
beſt Actions, they ſhould likewiſe. pertake of the Pain and Infamy 
of their oftsnccs, that ſo the privation of Graccin men,is the puniſh- 
ment of Adams fault, that by aneceſſary conſequence the averſion 
of our will, derives from the loſſe of Innocency. Some building up- 
on ſome * Paſſages in S. Paul, would perſwade us that all men were 
included in. Adam, that there will was united to his, that his fault 
was their fin, and: that: therefore there was no. inconvenience that 
thoſe that lived in.him ſhould ſhare in his guilr, ſome others (differ- 
ing bur a llc from the former) have repreſented us with two uni- 
verlal! men, whereof one is the &@2e@-of lia, the other of Grace. We 
are united to the former by Generation, and become ſinners like 
him ; by regencration weare faſtned to the other, and become: juſt 
as he is; Thus fin diiperſerh it ſclfeas well as Grace, unrightcouſneſs 
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is communicated as well as Innocency, and we contradt fin without 
2 wil thereunto,as we receive grace if Baptiſine withour deſerving it. 

All theſe opinions, which I embraceand honour, doth ſufficient- 
ly explain how Adams {in is ours,but they do nor cleerly enough de- 
os we do contract it, they reach us that we are finners, but 

> do nortdiſcover ugto us by what means we become ſo , wherefore, 
2 re-aſſuming Saint AngnFtines Principles, me thinks, a man may 


= ſay, that Adams fin 1s the fin of all men, that , that which was 


wt voluntary ! in him is naturall in them, that ir paſſeth from the father 


**Z to thoſe thatdeſcend from him, 3s Maladies do which are heredirary 


Wi in Families, orasthe ErhiopiansJvAichis ſeen in his Childrens faces. 
*X To Comprehend this truth, it is nor neceſſary ro Imagine a Treaty 


ZZ berween God , and Adam, whereby the fathers fault , and Pu- 


niſhment, becomes the ſons ; bur it ſufticeth ro know thar be- 
ing faln from the State of Innocency, and having loſt originall righ- 
| reouſneſſe, he cannot longer tranſinir it into his Progeny,that by ne- 
| ceſlary conſequence he makes them ſharein a Malady which hecould 
not cure himſelf of, and that he communicates his {in unto them, in 
communicating his coucupiſcence. Tis enough for them ro be guilty, 
that they are deſcended from him, and without ſecking for cauſes 
further off,ic ſufficerh co prove their guilr,that they area part of him : 
twould be a Prodigie, if a {intull Father ſhould beger Children void 
| of fin, and we were to-wonder, if nature not being re-eſtabliſhe in 
her former Purity, her produdtions ſhould nor be Corrupt. 

Thedifhculty is ro know how rhe ſoul which iſſues pure and ſpot- 
leſfe from our the hands of God, contracts {in when ſhe is ;nfuſedin - 
ro the body. Tothis I anſwer, thar her ſtreight union with the body 
" is one cauſe of her fin, thar ſhe ſullyes her ſelfby Informing ic, that 
ſhe receives death by giving ir lite, &rhat wanting original righteouſ- 
nefle, whereby to preſerve her ſelf from the contagion,occaſtoned by 
the firſt mans ſin, ſheis no ſooner made companion tothe body bur 
ſhe becomes Criminall. Thus is ſhe unpleafing to God, becauſe ſhe 
isnot in Grace with him ; ſhe is not in Grace with him, becauſe A- 
dam hath loſt Gods grace both for himſelf, and his Children, and 
ſhe is ſinfull becauſe the father which unites her to the flcſh, as a ſc- 
condary cauſe, Communicartes unto her his diſorder nor giving her 
a remedy, for it powers his poyſon into her, and doth nor preſent her 
with an ” Antidote, makes het Inheric Adams ſin,and doth'Commu- 
D 2 NIcate 
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nicate unto her, the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt. This it is which Saint Au- 
euſtineinſinuates unto us inorher Termes, when he ſays, that the 
Concagion of the body paſſeth intorne ſoul, rharrhe clolc Comerce 
chatis between them,makes their miſeries comon berween themzand 
that withour extraordinary helps,an Innocent ſoul cannot be lodg'd 
ina guilry body,the pureſt Liquours are rainted in muſty veſſels;cor- 
rupted Air poyſons thoſe who breati therein , aid infected houſes 
give the Plague to thoſe char live in them, Thus dorh concupilcence 
glide from che body into the ſoul, and this wicked Hoſt gives death 
to her that gives him life. If theſe reaſons do not content the reader, 

- let him know that I glory to be ignorant of what Saint Aug#/#ime 
underſtood not, that I ſhould ſhew my ſelfroo raſh, if I ſhould think 
to give an entire light to the obſcureſt part of Divinity, and that] 
\hould be unfaichfull, if I ſhould pretend ro make a truth evident 
by reaſon, which is only known by Faith, 


ko 


The fifth Diſcourle. 


of the Nature of Concupiſcence. 


( Jritoue Religion may truly boaſt,that all her Maxims are Pa- 


radoxes, which agrecing with crurh, Siveagainſt humane rea- 


ſon: for ſhe propoſech nochivg which is notas ſtrange as true; 


and which cauſech notas much aſtoniſhment as light in the ſoul, he 
who would prove:this truch muſt. makean Induction of all our My- 
ſeries , and repreſent all che wonders which fhe comprehends, bur 
without ſtraying from my fubje<t,ic will ſuſtice co ſay,thar O riginall 
{1n150ne of her ſtrangeſt Paradoxes, and that if much of Kh. be 
required to pravecit, no leſs of taith is requiſite ro believe it : for 
what more prodigious istheiethen tht the lin of one man ſhould be 
28 Nv = linotall men ? that a Fathers Rebellion ſhould ingage all his 
uf veer 1s ICI in dilubedience, that his maludy ſhould be Contagious ? 
& 02mm pr that he ſhould beche murcherer of all men before he be » their Fa- 
my 4 ther ? andrhac unfortunacely he be the cauſe of thcir death, many 
ries perdiecr 3B C5 bctore rhey be boin. Thus is this misfortune more generall chen 
quam parens, the dclupews hich drowned the world; more univer{allthen the fire 
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ſily enlarge themſelves arenor ſo Contagious Ev l [s as 1$this (in. 
If it be wonderfull by reaſon of it's Eftuſion, ir is no leſs miracu- 
lous through it's other qualities; tor weareraught by Divinity that 
ir is voluntary in the Facher, and naturall in the Children, rhar that 
which was only a fault in Adam, is both a fin anda puniſhment in 
thoſe that deſcend from him, that we contra by birth whar he 
willingly commirced: and thatrhat which was tree in it's beginning 
ſhould become neceſſary in the progreſs thereof. He might have kept 
from ditobedience: And wecan neither thun the puniſhment northe 
fault: ive are ſurprized by this misfortune in our Conception weare 
ſlaves before we haverne ule of Liberty, and we havealready offen- 
ded God before we knew him , weare rather, the objetts of his an- 
er, then of his mercy ; bur that which is more deplorable, we are 
D corrupted from the moment of our Birth, as that we oppoſe our 
ſelvesro his will. If he favour us in our Baptiſme, the firſt uſe we 
make of Reaſon is for the moſt part engaged in Errour : we follow 
the Inclinations of our firſt father, and his fin makes ſuch powerfull 
Impreſſions upon our fouls, as we fin in our firſt thoughts, we for 
the moſt part make uſc ofour liberty onlytoeſtrange our ſ:lves from 
God, we havea ſecret oppoſition to his ordinance, we are ſo incloſed 
within our ſelves,as we can love nothingbut for our own intereſts , 
which isthe Rule of ouractions, and we neither love nor deſire any 
thing ſave what is either uſefull or pleaſing to us. Such is the cor- 
ruption of our nature, as there is alnoſt nothing in ir, which is nor 
repugnant tothelaws of God. Iris ſo miſled by itn as all the Incli- 
nations r thereot are perverted. In this unfortunate Condition, man 
can neither know nor doe good, he is inflaved, nor having ſo much 
as the deſire of Liberty: though he groan under the weight of his 1- 
rons, he is affraid ot being trecd trom them : and though his [mpri- 
ſonment be painfull, yer is not he weary thereof, he delights in do- 
ing evill , and findes difficulty ro do what is good, the great in- 
clination he hath ro fin doth nor excuſe his offence : And he cea- 
ſeth not to be guilty chough he cannor ſhun fin, in generall to fill 
upthe meaſure of ſo many Evi!s, he is blind and inlenfible, he ſees 
not the Evils that environ and chreacen him, he is full oft wounds , 
and hath no feeling of. them, bclieving himſelfto be whole, he ſeeks 
not for help, & thro1gh proud blindneſs, he deſpiſeth the Phyſician 
that would reſtore tum to health, Every manthat comes 1 into this 
| world 


p Concupiſeen- 
tla ſeu libido 
nhl eſt aliud 
Aur res (3 0a- 
te defiderium 
Cnjus Impetua 
mortiferos ani- 
m1anteeratiam 
libens patitur, 
pol gratiam pa- 
i ctiam uit 
compel/ity rY, L 
Auguſt. 
q Ineft in me m- 
bris ſed reum te 
non facit, libe- 
ratus £5 ab ullo, 
liber pug 14 (4 
vide ne vicar s 
& li:rum fi 
ſeruvas, labor as 
pugnanda ſed 
letalery tri. 
unghando, 
Beda in Rom. 
cap.8, 


r Nato quidem 
& inet e>ote(t, 
'Feaato aitem 
neſt quidem , 
ſed obejſe non 
peteſt. Aug. lib, 
2 dre gratia & 
peceaco, C.z8, 


' Percatum Vo- 
cats quod 0 
peccata fats 
eſt,e> quod pec- 
Catwn ſj wvicerit 
fait, Aug. lib, 
c.ad Bonifac, 
6ap.23. 


22 Of the Corruption of 


world isin this miſerable * condition, and weare guilty of all theſe 
Crimes. And charged with all cheſepuniſhmeats before we be re- 
generated in Bapriſme ;after this Sacrament, we become Innocent , 
bur ceaſe not ro be miſerable: fin forſakes us, bur puniſhment waits 
upon us ; and though we be no more guilty, we are notwithſtanding 
out of order, our Fathers ſin forgoes us,but Concupiſcence remains, 
This monſter is not much leſſe ſavage then is the © Cruſe which 
produced it: Ic follows the Inclinations thereof,and if ir be not alto- 
gcther ſo wicked, it is at leaſt full our as irregular, ir is much more 
opinionarcd then the father thar begot it, our life is ro ſhort ro-cur 
it off: it's an enemy not tobe overcome : wounds give it new life, it 
gathers ſtrength by skars, andir muſt coſt us our life ro be the death 
thereof, Our firſt Divines (which were the Apoſtles) have given it 
the very * name of fin, andas if rwere more farallrhenir's Father , 
they term ir the ſtrengrh,and law thereof, it is not content to per- 
{wade us to the Crime, but endeavours to enforce us thereunto, it 
mingles force with per{waſton, and whenit thinks the way by fſoli- 
citationtobeto mild, ir hath Recourlſe co violence andiTyranny , it 
grows the more furious bY oppolition , it's ſtomack is fet on edge 
by Inhibition, & it never becomes more inſolent, rhen when Laws 
are preſcribed untoit. To Expreſle the Nature thereof to the life we 
mult repreſenta Tyrant , who being born of fin will enlarge his Fa- 
thers Empire, & makeal mankind his flaves,jir eſtabliſherh ir's throne 
in our "= vy darkens our underſtanding, infuſerth wickedneſſe into 


our wils, and fils our memories with the remembrance of all unjuſt 
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acts : Ir abuſcth all rhe parts of our bodics, and works with our 
hands, Looks through our Eyes , Liſtens by our Fares , and Im- 
ployes all our ſenges ro Executcit's defignes; it buficth ir ſelfe fo 
dexteroufly in all ourdefires as thinking rofatisfie our Neceſſities, 
we obey the Tyranny thereof ; and Believing to do a Reaſonable 
Ac, wecommira ſinful one: if we Ear, it isintoo much Exceſle, or 
with too much delight; If we fleep, tis rather out of roo much nice- 
ty then of neceſſity , if we fpeak, tis rather to ſlander then to edifice; 
and what we think we dofor our preſervation, we do for the moſt 
part for our ſatisfa&tion. 

In tine, tis a bad « Habit whichproduceth but bad as; tis both 
the Daughter and Mother of fin. Ir giveth life ro that from which 
it received lite, all the motions thereof are Irregular ; and whoſo- 

cevcr 


ever operates by it's orders1s ſure-enough to fin , tis not like other 
cuſtomes which infinuate themſelves by de rees, and which pre- 
ſerves themſelves with ſome appearance bf Juſtice: tis violent from 
ir's very Birth, undertakes all Enterprizes as ſoon as formed ; ſub- 
mirs the underſtanding ro Tyranny, and isnever more dangerous , 
then when becomes Reaſonable. Timeaugments it's force, Agein- 
creaſeth Fury, and whatſocvet ruines all other Cuſtomes, fans 
only to maintain this:bur thar which paſſerhall beliefeis that though 
this Habit be ſo violent, yer ir is naturall , theothers are eafily de- 
ſtroyed becauſe or —_— againſt Nature ; though they weaken 
her, yet they neverdeſtroy her; and ler them do whar they can tis 
but alittle Courage that is required ro Conquer them : bur this paſ- 
ſeth into Nature, precedes our birth, and our-lives our death: Grace 
may well leffen ir, but neverextinguiſh ir : Saints © groan.under the 
rigour of it's Law, and Cals for Ayd from death againſt ſo Puiffant 
an Enemy ; and knowing that the ſoul cannot be ſer at Liberty , 
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whilf incloſed within her body , they beg the parting thereof + 


trom the body as a fayour. In Fine, all finsarcin the ſeed of this 


pernicious Habit , and jas the branches, and roars., flowers, and 
fruit, bark, and'pith of arree, are hidin thekernell thereof, ſo Mur- 
ders and Parricides, Slanders,and blaſphemies; adulteries and Inceſt 
are Circumſcrib'd in Concupiſcence. Who ever carries abour this 
monſter in his Boſome bears with him. all ſins, though they be not 
already diſcloſed, they arealrcady begun; and though they render 
usnot as yet guilty, they make usalways miſerable: the Devill may 
undertake any thing by the Afiſtance ofthis his fairhfull Aſſiſtant 
inall his Impteries ; and he very well knows that whereſocver it is, 
it always holds Intelligence with him. No man is aſſured of ſouls 
health, whilſt he gives harbour ro this Domeſtick Enemy, and 


our hopes ought always to be mingled with Feare, till ſuchtime as. 


Grace.hath totally Extioguiſhed Concupiſcence. 


The 
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26 Of the Corruption of 


The ſixth Diſcourſe. 


The purſuit of the ſame Subjeft , and divers 
deſcriptions of Concupiſcence. 


En eſtcem thoſe puniſhments the moſt ſevere which are 

molt ſenſible, they believe not that God puniſheth ſinners 
- unleſſeche Earth quake undercheir feet, unleſſe rhe Thun- 
der roares over their heads, unleſſe the Devill fieze on their bodies, 
and hurries them viſibly inco Hell. But as Phyfick thinks hidden 
Maladiesthe moſt dangerous,and that there is nocure for the decays 
of the lungs or braines: ſo doth Divinity think ſecret puniſhments, 
the worſt,and that ſuch Chaſtizements as make moſt noyſecare leaſt 
robc dreaded. She fears not fo inuch the deſtroyings ks Plague 
nor the diſorcers of war, as ſhe doth apprehend bad habits, orlre- 


gular inclinations ; ſhcmuch more apc beares with the violence 
of diſcaſes and the unſcaſonablenefſe of r 
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as we be, and though we tail in the payment thercof, yerweacknow- 
ledge tne Obligation yer Concupilcence diſorders all, this comely 
reguiarity, ſhebyan + high inſolency oppoſeth the ſouic ro God : 
and by an extream piece of injuſtice raiſerh the body againſt the ſoul, 
ſhe fowes diviſion berweenthe two parts whereof weare compoſed, 
and we findeby an admirable effect of Divine juſtice thar as our fault 
is diſobectence : our puniſſinentis alſo rebellion ; for the ſoule re- 
jects thelaws of God : and the body deſpiſerh thelaws of the ſoul; 
our puniſhment isthe pifure of our ſin and the paine which we in- 
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the Creatureis of God. For letthe Larter be never ſo excellent tis Cyultg peecat 
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workmanſhip, & 0 conceive hi greacefſe; wemuſtratheroppoſei it '*dificince.- , 
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26 Of the Corruption of 


The fxth Diſcourſe. 


The purſuit of the ſame Subjeft , and divers 
deſcriptions of Concupiſcence. 


En eſtecm thoſe puniſhments the moſt ſevere which are 
M molt ſenſible, they believe not that God puniſheth ſinners 
unlefſe che Earth quake under their feet, unleſſe the Thun- 

der roares ove! their heads, unleſſe the Devill fieze on their bodies, 
and hurries them viſibly inco Hell. Bur as Phyſick thinks hidden 
Maladics the moſt dangerous,and thar there is nocure for the decays 
of the lungs or braines: ſo doth Divinity think ſecret puniſhments, 
the worſt, and that ſuch Chaſtizements as make moſt noyſeare leaſt 
robe dreaded. She fears not fo much the deſtroyings of the Plague 
norche diſorcers of war, as ſhe doth apprehend bad habits, orlre- 
gular inclinations , ſhe much more pariently beares with the violence 
of diſcaſes and the unſcaſonablenefſle of rhe ſeaſons, then with' the 
motionsof concupilcnce : for itis indeed the cruelleſt puniſhments 
which Divine Juſtice hath permitted for the Chaſtizement of mans 
offence : and it1s the ancientcſt and cruelleſt of all the evils that doe 
aſlaile us: for tisa rebellion againſt all thoſerhings ro which we owe 
obcgience and a baſe ſubmitting of our ſelves tro whatſoever we 
ought to have any authority over. The ſoule oughtnaturally ro ſub- 
mir her ſelfe ro God, and the * body ro the ſoule : there-is no more 
narurall nor rationall obedicnce : tis grounded on our being, and our 
perfetion ſeemes to depend thereon. God gives the law unto our 
foul, andthe foul the like unto herbocy, theſe duties areas ancient 
as we be, and though we tail in the payment thercof, yer weacknow- 
ledge tne Obligation yet Concupilcence diſorders all; this comely 
reguiarity, ſhebyan * high inſolency oppoſeth the ſouic to God : 
and by an extream piece of injuſtice raiſerh the body againſt rhe ſoul, 
ſhe ſowes diviſion between the two parts whereof weare compoſed, 
and we finde by an admirable effect of Divine juſtice thar as our fault 
is diſobectence : our puniſhment is alſo rebellion; for the ſoule re- 
jects the laws of God : and the body deſpiſerh thelaws of the ſoul; 
our puniſhment is the piRture of our ſin and the paine which we in- 
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Of the Corruption of 


The fixth Diſcourſe. 
The purſuit of the ſame Subject , and divers 
deſcriptions of Concupiſcence. 


En eſtccm thoſe puaiſhments the moſt ſevere which are 
molt ſenſible, th:cy believe nor that God puniſherh finners 
unlefſe the Earth quake under their feer, unleſſe rhe Thun- 

der roarcs ovcr their heads, unleſſe the Devill fieze on rheir bodies, 
and hurries them viſibly inco Hell. Bur as Phyſick thinks hidden 
Maladics tac molt dangerous,and thar there is nocute for the decays 
of the lungs or braincs: fo doth Divinity think ſecret puniſhments, 
the worſt, and that {ſuch Cha{tizements as make moſt noylſcare leaſt 
robcdreaded. She fears not fo much the deſtroyings of the Plague 
nor the diſorders of war, as ſhe doth apprehend bad habits, orlre- 
gular inclinations ; thc much more patiently beares with the violence 
of diſcaſes and the unſcaſonableneſſe of the ſeaſons, then with' the 
motions of concupilcnce : for it is indeed the cruelleſt puniſhments 
which Divine Juſtice hath permitted for the Chaſtizement of mans 
offence : and it 1s the ancientcſt and cruelleſt of all the evils that doe 
x Deſerts crea- afſſaile us: for tis2 rebellion againſt all choſe chings ro which we owe 
fore end, © Obegience and a baſe ſubmitting of our ſelves ro whatſoever we 
cextwmbonum, OUght to have any autnhority over. The ſoule ought naturally to ſub- 
non ef borwm, mc her ſelfero God, and the * body to the foule : there is no more 
= » (ly naturall nor rattonall obedicace : tis grounded on our being, and our 
nem, ſve ſ.cun- pertection leemes to Cepend tlicreon, God gives the law unto out 
= þ5 ru foul, andthe foul the like unto lier bocy, theſe duties areas ancient 
+29 54] F0OTR » 45 Wc be,andrhough we tailinthe payment thercof, yer weacknow- 

44 canftat ex Jedge tne Obligarion ver Concupilcence diſorders all; this comely 

i # Grk regwuarity, ſhebyan * high inſulency oppoſeth the ſouic to God: 
ze, Aus. lib, and by an extream piece of injultice raiſerh the body againſt the foul, 
14 EF cm ſhe ſowes divition berweenthe [WO parts whereof wearc compoſed, 
ire cer. and we findebvanadmirible effect of Divine juſtice that as our fault 
ratincerſeeſt 15 difobectence : our puniflvnent is alſo rebcllion , for the ſoule rc- 
ve ſerejur mt jeets thelaw's of God : and the body defpiſerh thelavys of the ſoul; 
ÞCa1. (8. "our puniſhment is the P:&ture of our ſin and the paine- which we in- 
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dure beares the 'CharaRter of the faule- which wee have commir- 
ted, or'to expreſſe.my ſelf better in Saint Auguſtine words ; our 
very offence is become our punſhment * andas we were Rebels ro = 4dn 
Godby ur ownchoiſe, we become the like now by neceſſity. The Fe /2n 
| J 0mo qub 
greateſt part, of, our, thoughtsate ſomany undertakings againſt his now: otedire 
Authority :.our actions are atrempts againſt his graciouſneſſe : and Pominoſuo non 
notwithſtanding any Inclination chat wehavetolove him tis almoſt 5/7" 79 
impoſſible for us without his grace, ro keep from offending him, the Dominu/rum, 
body. puniſhech'rhe ſoul for, her offence, it revengeth God for the #4 caro 
oatrages the ſoul hathdone him; and raking example from the ſouls wy ya 
rebellion diſpenſerh .wich.jts obedicnce thereunto : nay , ic doth t16i inferior. 
oft-rimes change its rebellion into tyranny , the Slave becomes his <9mp/pi («- 
Sovereigns Malter, and cicherby fair means or by foul, forceth him ddd 
ro fervekis diſorders,then doth the ſoul deſcend = her greatneſſe, riore. Bela in 
Labours only for the pleaſures ofche body, and imployes all heran- = <24: 
vantages to procure new delight, unto her flave. ' All theſe Irre- 
gularities derive from Concupiſcence, which is nothing elſe bur a 
gencrall Rebellion of Nature agaiaſt ic's Author, the different effects 
thereof makes.1t bare differing names, and the evill qualities there- 
of makes Divines ſeek our new tearms to Expreſſe her * ancientdif- 2 Yeſtizinm 
orders: Saint. Augw#ttinecals her the foot-ſtep of fin, foras the Crea- * copalnygon s 
cure isan Image of God, as it expreſſerh his divine perfe&ions, And copiſetral a 
makes them. viſible co the Eyes of who ſhall conſider them, ſo is 4ug- © 
Concupiſcencerthe Image of {in and by the diſorders thereof, repre- 
ſents © unto us the bad inclinations of her father,but ſhe hath this ad- Þ Hoe peceari 
vantage, that ſhe is a better finiſher picture of het father (finne,) then 5,4, "6 0?Pene? 
the Creatureis of God, For lerthe Latter be never ſo excellent, tis cuntta yerrats 
always but a weak expreiſion of it's creatare,tis bur a ſhadow of his #4e/! ex camals 
Light, amean expreſſion of his truth, and but a falſe beame of his pri pet 
beauty: To know himpertealy, we muſt raiſe ourſelves above his ef precatorum 
workmanſhip, & to conceive his greatnefſe, we muſt rather oppoſe it '** 44s imce- 
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the panres of our fins, and God would have our Chaſtizement to 
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expreſſerh bur oneonly quality of fin, the _ which DM 
cars 


ſuadet peccata, 
atque xt ita dlt- 
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26 Of the Corruption of 
fears repreſents only it's immoderate hear to us,blindneſs diſcoyers 
only it's Ignorance , The palſtc, which rakes from ys the uſc of our 
members, figures onely out unto usir's incapabilty of doin good, 
deafneſs declares only it's obſtinacy untous, and death it ſelf which 
is ſins moſt rigorous puuiſhment, repreſents to us only the death 
of the ſoul, and the loſſe of Grace, Bur Concupiſcence is a finiſher 
picture which hath all che Colours and Linaments of fin,ſhe hath all 
irs wicked Inclinations,is Capable of all irs poets, accompliſh- 
eth,all ir's Deſignes,andrhis unfortutunate Father can undertake no- 
ching which his daughteris not ready to Execute; 

Bur one only name not being ſufficient ro expreſſeall the wicked- 
neſſe thereof, the Fathers have been fain to invent divers names to 
decypher out unto us the differeat effects of a Cauſe , which is as 
fruirfullas farall. 

Saint Augn;tine © according to Saint Paw/terms her thie Law and 
Counſelor of ſin: Reaſon was mans Counſellor and, inthe ſtare of 
innocency, he underrooke nothing but by her advice: when ſin had 
weakned Reaſon, and that the darknefſe thereof had Clouded the 
rhcluſter of it's Ecernall light, God gave him the written Law for a 
Counſellor, and Ingraved thoſe truths in Marble which he had for- 
merly ingraven in his heart: Great men formed no defigne before 
they had Conſulted with this viſible Law , and David with all his 
illuminarions proteſts that the law of God was the 4 beſt part of his 
Councal, it was the morall Phyloſophers wherinhe learn'd vertue, 
it-was his Politicks, and were he either co Condo his ſubjects or to 
fight his enemics, he learnt the knowledge both of: peace and war in 
the myſteries of the Law; bur the ſinner hath no other law then 
Concupiſcence, he is adviſed by onethatis blind and unfaichfull, he 
exccutes-nothing without her* orders, & hte is brougtn to this extre- 
mity. Thar his Counſelloris Penſtoner co his Enemics. Reaſons ſelf 
1s.2 flaveto taisperfidious Officer, she ſees only rhrough her f eys, 
and after having well debateda bulineſſeshe forſakes better advice, 
ro followrhe pernicious Counſel of onethat is blind, who is abfo- 
lurely the Devils Purchaſe, aud whoholds Continuall Intelligence 

with f1n. , Fn 

When he is weary of crſ[wading us, he-Chides us, when we have 
received hisadvice, he ſignifies his Commands unto us,and having 
».. deceived ns as a pertidious.Counſellor, herorments us as a mercileſs 


Tyrant. 
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Tyrant. Counſcllours never work upon us but by their Reaſons, 
they never make uſe of violenceto oblige us to receive their advice, 
and they oftentimes foregoetheir own opinions to receive ours, if 
they think them. berter ; but Concupiſcence is a furious Officer who 
makes uſe of Force when Perſwafion will nor prevail. 

This Tyrant is more inſuportablethen thoſe who formerly coman- 
dedinGreece,who the Orators of that Country have charg d with fo 


\ many juſt opprobries. For theſe Enemies ro mankind exerciſed their 


cruclry only uponthe body, and afſubjeed rotheir power only the 
leabpy of man. Whoſoever valued not theirown lives,might make 
himſclfMaſter of theirs, and who feared not death, might deride 


cheir violence, bur this Tyrant 8 whereof T ſpeak exerciſeth his fury 5 740 «fam 


leger 11 men - 


upon the ſpirits, he blots out the remembrance ofall vertue from out 37; meu "_ 


his memory,he darkens the underſtandingwith his myſts,oppreſſerh nexten ley; 
y a aithing liben 


the will by his violence , and leaverh on yin _ as 


the ſouls which he poſleſſerh. This Monſter which had only the fa- me in ge pec? 


ces of men, were not alwaies in the Company of their ſubjects, their «ci que eſt in 
abſence was atruce of ſervitude, ſome private Cloſets were to be gm nn: 
found where one mighetaſtrche ſweet of liberty, A man might meet 
with a freind before whom he mighclay his heart open, and though 
freindſhip had been banished from off the heart, Compaſſion w 
have made ir revive , for his Conſolation. Twas in theſe private 
Conferences that the death of Tyrants was Conſpired, the parties 
ſafety joynedtorhe delire of liberty, cauſed the Conception of thc 
deſignes, and the defires of glory put it in execution. But Concupil- 
cence never parts from ſinners; this Tyrant keeps his Court in the 
midſt of their wills, he hath raiſed a throne in their hearts. 

He finds ſo much of obedienceand weakneſle in his flaves, as he 
knows they cannot shake of the yoke of his Tyranny withour for- 
reign Ayd, theſe publike pes could notmake themſelves be bc- 
loved.intheir ſtates; thoughthey left ſome shadows of Liberty, they 
could not win their ſubje&s Hearts, therefaules were always re = 
with publike Hatred,and the Neceſſity they had to make themſelves 
feare was not the leaſt punishment of their Injuſtice ; they grew 
weary of being the Horror of their people, and if they could have 
maderthemſelves be beloved, they would have ceaſed makingthem- 
ſelves feared but their ſubjecs were ſo Incenſt againſt them, as to 
keepthem in reſpeR, twas neceflary - keepthemin awe, and _— 

Ong S110 CELL , they 
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28 Of the Corruption of 
they could not purchaſe their love to refolve to merit their Harred: 
but though Concupiſcence be the cruelleft of all Tyrants, yet hath 
She found the ſecret of making her ſelfbe beloved, all her fubjeas 
reſerues their Loyalty , even in perſecution, they are pleaſed with 
h None bi* the pains *® they undergoe. Torments are not abfe to make them 
"Pit rerdve Wish for liberty , let them be never fo ill deale with all by their un - 


velut pendere ; | 
ſaopreclivs& juſt Sovereign, they never blamehis cruelty. And though they be 


cory uot the moſt unfortunateſlaves ofall the world, they ceafe not ro be the 

bb.z2.deCivit, fairhfulleſt lovers, In fine,to putan end tothis <fcourſe. 

CaP.2.3- Theſe Tyrants do notallways vex their ſubjects with angerſome 
Commands, allthere decrees arenot unjuſt, thetx poHured mouthes 
have ſometimes pronounced Oracles : and the Gr e574» Phyloſophers 
have regiſtred their words who had bereft them of their liberty,the 
Dionſii made laws which the Politicians reverenced, theit Ordi- 
nances were able to inſtruct legitimate Princes, and they have utre- 

 redmaximes which may ſerve us for inftructions, ' But all the com- 

 mands madeby Concupiſcence are unjuſt, all her orders are fin; one 
cannot obey her without blame,and roſpeak iu Saint AugusH5nes lan- 
ouage,a man cannot follow the miotions of Concupiſcence without 
conteſting againſt the motions of grice; nor can/a man live at full li- 
berty, unleſſ: he be freed from the Tyranny thereof. | 


_— 


The ſeventh Diſcourſe 


That ſelf-love is nothing elſe but Concupiſcence, 


; Hi duo amos hough Divines havegivenas many names to Concupilcence 
res diſtimxerunt as ſhe hath commitred fins, and'thar every one paints her out 


duas 61uit ates . | Fat gn | 
—— as he finds her inanother,or according to hisown expetience; 


 ſanqtweſt, alt:r YET they all agrce that her moſt celebrated name, and that which 


ome ag beſt expreſſern her nature is ſelf-love, For as Charity comprehends 
-— nog all verrues, ſelf- love. comprehends all vices, as. i Charity unites us 
communi viii- tO God and loſeth us from our ſelves, het Enemy lelf-love ſ&vers us 
_ — from God, and faſtenerh us to our ſelves; As Charity hath no great- 
tem, altzr etiom £73 paſhon tor any thing then to love God, and make him be be- 
rem communcm loved by all others: ſelt-love produceth no more violent deſire in 
cop _—_ tO love himſclf,and to obliege all'other men rofove him; 
eexs propter ar: 10 COmpretiend thelerruths you muſt know z that Charity accor- 
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ding to S. Pakls words, and'S. Aweuitines Comment compoſeth all reganten avi. 


vermues tobe perfe& It ſufficerhtobe charitable & one vertue is ſul- 
kcient in Chriſts ſchool ro w_— all others; ſhebelieverh all things 
(faith that great * Apoſtle)and fo hath the merit of Paith: ſhe waits 
forthe accopliſhment of Gods promiſſes, & fo poſlefſerh the certain- 
ry of hope: 3 ſuffers all injuries as weltas Pattence doth, ſhe with- 
{ands ſorrow with-as much courage as doth fortitude: and this Fa- 
mous Doctor of the Gentiles who perfetly knew the Inclinations 
of charity gives herall the Advantage which belongs to all the ver- 
tues; ſoas according to his prineiples the loue of God is only Requi- 
{ire ro become highly vertuous, Saint Anguitine who learnt nothin 
but in S. Pauls ſchool mixeth all vertues with Charicy,and as if he 
wold reduce al things to an unirty,he teacherh us tharthe onltyvertue 
on carth is tolove hnmwho is perfectly lovely. For love hath ſeveral 
names according to his ſeverallfimployments, he changeth qualities 
thoughnot Nature;and continuing ti] che ſame preſents himſelf tn- 
to us,uuder divers ! forms and ſhapes, Temperanceis a faithful loye, 
which wholly gives herſelf over to whar ſhe loyerh, nor permitting 
Voluptuouſticffe ro divide them:Forriende is a generous love which 
with delight overcomes all the difficulties which can be met withal, 
for her well beloved fake; Juſtice is an uncorrupt love which in- 
firncerh how to reign in obedience, & which ſubmitting her felfto 


God, as to her ſovereign commands over al creaturesas over her 


ſlaves: In fine, wiſdome is an Yjuminarted love , which happily dif- 
cerning between the wayes which may eſtrange her from God, and 
thoſe which may faſten herro him, ehooſerh the former,and rejects 
the other , ortoexpreſſerhe ſametrath in ocher rearms; Loveis ter- 
med wiſedome when he keeps himſelt from ſtrayingand hath right 
to what he loves, he is called fortitude when he fights againſt ſuch 
ſorrows as wouldaſtoniſh him; Tenpetdiice henRe deipil eth ſuch 
pleaſures as would corrupt him; 8 Juſtice, when ro confecrate his 


hberty to God, he difdains to ſeruethe Creature; ſo may we ſay 


that ſelſ-loye., which is Charities morrall Enemy comprehends all 
vices, and that-it only-changeth countenance, whien itappears under 
the form'cithex of Pride,Colour,or Envy, it isnnjuſt in it's Ambiri- 
on, prepares for Combat-when irritated; for vengeance when offen- 
ded; when unjuſt it bercaves it's Neighbour of his goods, and good 
name; and when Intemperate it engageth, it ſelf in unlawful de- 


lights, 


nulzonem. Aup, 
in lib. dc Gen, 
ad ltecram 
CaP.1L. 
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| Temperanti. 


S eft auor inte- 


£rum ſe prevens 
e! quod amalur, 
fortity1o amor 
facile tolerans 
e7m14 propter 


' quod amatur, 
Juſtitia amor 


ſols amato ſer- 
wViens &> prop- 
terea rec da- 
mnans, pru- 
dcontiTamor ox 
quabri; 405ut as 
tur ab ew qui- 
tus iy ped « 
tur ſacaciter e- 
lizes, Aug libs 
de morib. Ec- 
cle\.cap.19. 

m In bac vita 
tirtusnon eſt 
rift diligere 
quod diliger- 
dum oft. 1d elb- 
gere prudentia 
«ft, null;s inde 
woleflits averii 
fartitudo eft + 
aAnllys illectebris 
temperavtia eſt: 
mulls ſuperbin 
Juſtitia eſt. 
Luid autem el- 
$4mits quod pre 
cine dilizamiu 
viſt 940 mibil 
Melina jnuenie 


Non enim fieri then needed rocommand usa thing 


30 Of the Corruption of 
ww. Ho Dew \jphts. The great Apoſtle, whenhe numbers u all faulcs puts it bs os 
eſt cur fares rſt " rank and teacheth vs that there is no fin which is not a ſort o 
wes: ac py ſelf-love diſguiſed. And Saint Augu#ine who hath drawn all his 
eou.mns mos Doctrine from Saint Pawls words, inſtruterh the whole Church 
-- dat toe that the faults which wee. deteſt are nor ſo.much = effects as 
Epiſtola 2 ad 'the proprictics of ſelf love. In.effet , is not Avarice , an 
Maced. 4 unjuſ love of riches , is not Pride an unjuſt love of Honours, 
Ris « is not opiniatrecic a furious love to be always victorious , 15-not 
mantes eupidi, Colour a deteſtable love of revenge © And to conclude all in a 
clatt, [pe T '» few words ;.arenot all ſins as many different loves which changing 
gs, fs rather countenance .then humour : agree all in a deſigne of faſtni 
grati, prodite- themſelves to objects which they like, and of keeping a loofe off, 
Re mags from ſuchas they like not. There is alſothe ſecond 0 polkien of 
quan Dei. 2 thelove of God, andthe love of ourſelves, for charity hat No n0- 
Tim. cap-3- +bler imployment then to free us from all things to unite us to God 
; ſhe endeavours to perſwadeus that to love our ſelves well we mu 
hate our ſelves; that to haveacare of our ſclves we muſt forget our 
ſelves, and if we _— finde out = —_— we _ * ork 
from wirhout our ſelves, men wonder that the law © W 
. commands us to love our Neighbour, doth-:not.command us to love 
— our ſelves, andtharit only mentions the love we owe unto our ſelves 
bil aftum, ſed when it recommends unto us the love which we owe untoy our 
ous _ Neighbours, but to boot that this love was imprinted in the founda- 
7's intelligie, tion Of our wills by the hands of Natures ſelfe, and thatit was more 


to which we had ſo great an in- 
poteſe ut ſe®Y- clinations man loved himſelfe ſufficiently in loving » of God, and 
Joo, gn 8. God had ſufficiently provided formans happineſſe inordaining man 
gat: imo vera tolovchim above al things; Thelove of God is mans true happi- 
ſolu ſexovitas nefſe, wearerich when we polſſeſle it; and poore when we loſeit 
es few Ictour delignes be waited upon by whatſoever good ſucceſſe letthe 
demille fatuſe world promiſe us what ever event; whatever favour Fortune 
a8 2:5 affordech us, all riches which conſiſts not in the poſſeſſions of the 
dulo agit ut þ icb F { nc faich : 
(ummo & ve-0. Summum bonum, is but a mecr rea poverty, for as Auguſtine ſaith ; 
perſruatur be= God is {0 oe asall men that leave himtare miſerable, and man is ſo 
_ —_— noble as wharſocyer is not God cannot renderhim happy, tis chari- 
cape26, ties chicfeſt defigne to faſten man to God ſo a3, As that no- 
| thing may ſcperate him from God, andto in lighren his ſoule with 


ſo much loveas that ſhe may exſtinguiſh ſelfe love, or turn it into a 
holy hatred of himſclfe, : ; + This 


» 
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This Divine ? vertue can mount no higher, ſo glorious a Me- p Scetrnant ci 
camorphoſis is the urmoſt of her power., and God can demang #941 4% a- | 
nothing more,of thoſe that Toe him , when that they may love 9 19 
him perfeatly they arriye. at the height of hating themſelves, amor /1i »/q1 
Self love.takes a clean: oppoſite way , from that of charity , and - rags 2/6 
by dire contrary traces., eadeavours to eſtraage man from God, ws __—— 
and to faſten him to himſclfe, or rothe Creature : it:efficeth as much /q»e ad co: - 
as it isable,the inclination which his ſoule hath for the Summun Bo. him 
num : if it cannot ſtiftetr,ir diverts it;and ſeeing that the hearr of man Appar is. 
cannot be without imployment ir lays before him the beauty of the 
Creatures, to divert him from thoſe of the Creatour, being accom- 
panied with blindneſle and pride, it caſily abuſerththe ſoule which ic 
poſſeſleth, and figuring our. the perfeCtions thereof. more glorious 
thenthey are; it makes her, her own Idolarer, it raiſeth her incenſt- 
bly up to the heighe of impiety, and by different ſteps mounes it even 
tothe hatred of God, for as-the faithful man is perfe& when he loves 
God, eyentothepitch of hating himſelf, the ſinner even haththe- 
meaſure-of his ſin filled up when he.loves himſelfe, even to the de- 
greeof hating. God, This patſon reignes not much, ſavein the ſouls 
of the damned: one-muſt be wholly poſſeſt by finto conceive this 
deſigne, and I know not whether. there be any fo ſinful ſoule on. 

' Earth, as-can have ſo damnable arecentment, Hell is the abode of | 

theſe wicked ones, and I firmly believe, that as that hatred of God 

is the fow leſt of chere ſins, ſo 15 it the cruclleſt of their punihments, 

yet can they.nor hate this Summum Bonum with there whole hearr, 

the foundation of their being.is poſſeſt by the love ot God;rhey love 

him naturally whomthey hate willingly, they are divided between 

love,and harxed ;-rhere wilt is 4 parted by theſe two contrary mo- q Dew: nofter 
tionsand forall they can do to ſtifle this naturall Inclination, they _ =—— - 4 
cannot hinder their beſt part from languiſhing, and ſighing, after nar pore? 
God: they affli& chemſclves that nature fights againſt there will, Orige». 
and that her unalterablelaws forceth them co.love the author of their 
everlaſting puhiiſhmenrs. | 

Bur to reaſſume. che threed ofour diſcourte ; the laſt oppoſition of 
ſelfe love. andcharity is , that the latter hath no moreviolenc defire 
then to purchaſe. lovers ro Godalmightyro. cnlarge-thebounds of 
his Empire and ro difpercethe holy flames of his Divine love into all 
carts, for a heart that.is inflamed with this ſacred fire knowing ve- 


ry 
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ry well that it cannot love God according to his lovelineſſe, wiſheth 
chat all the parrs of its body were changed into hearts and tongues 
to praiſe and love the only object of its love. Bur as ſhe ſees 
her wiſhes are uſeleſſe, ſhe endeavours to increaſe the- number 
of Divine lovers, to the end that making amends for her indigen- 
cy , they may love him with all their might whom ſhe cannot 
ſufficiently love. Self love in oppoſition to this, which obligerth 
manto make a god of himſelfe, inſpires him with a deſire ro make 
himſelfe be beloved of all the world. Inſtruted by ſo good a maſter, 
he imployeth all his cunning to rob himſelf of his liberries , he dif- 
covers all his perfetions to purchaſe lovers, he propoſeth himſelfe 
unto himſelfe as,an Idoll robe adored, and belicverh that the trueſt, 
and moſt legitimate happineſle on carth, is to have flaves who are 
fairly forced ro love him. When Kingsare atrived ar this height of 
of injuſtice and Impicty, men thinke them happy and the Politicks, 
which labours to decypher a good Sovereigne, 1s never better cori- 
tent, then when ſhe hath raiſed in them this violent deſire of enjoy- 
ning their Subjects good will. Tis herein that ſhe diſtinguiſheth 
Kings from Tyrants, andthart ſhe oppoſeth unjuſt Sovercignes to 
Legitimare Monarchies ; but we are taught by Chriſtian Religion 
that blame may be incurred as well by making ones ſelf * be beloved 
as in making him be feared. For though ſhe honours Kings, and 
condemnes Tyrants, though ſheapprove of Moderate Government, 
and detelts ruling by rigour, yer doth ſhe equally blame thoſe who 
intrench upon Godsrights, and who propoſing themſelves to their 
Subjedts : as their final end, will poſleſſe all theiraffections, love ap- 
pertainesaſwell ro God only as glory, of all offerings he is beſt plea- 
ſed with that of the heart, and he loves much better.to rule over 
men, by the way of mildneſſe, then of rigour, inſomuch as Kings 
who would make themſclve<be beloved as Gods, arenot much lefle 
faulty then thoſe who would make themſelves be dreaded as Ty- 
rants, they are both of them guilty of Treaſon againſt rhe Diety, 
and pretend to honours whichare only reſerved for God, Lucifer ne- 
ver purpoſedtro eſtabliſh his grearnefle by violence, he made miorc 
uſc of his beauty then of his power, to Corrupt the inferiour Angels; 
and if his Empire be terminated in rigour it began mclemency. A 
legitimate Sovercigne, ſtrajes as well from his duty it ſeeking after 
the love, as aitcr the fear of his SubjeRs, and though one of theſe 
| two 
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ewo waysbe more innocent then theother in the ſight of men, iris 
not much lefſe faulty in the fight of God, iris nor permitted in our 
Religion for a man to make himſcife be beloved: tis a preſumption 
to-endeavour thoſeliberties which pertain only ro Ged, trodeboyſh 
hisTubje&s is to divide his Empire , hee will have all his flaves to 
love him, andacccording to Saint Auitines maximes, we oweall our 
love to God: the Prince is bound to faſten his ſubje&s to their Cre- 
atorto make him reign in his kingdome, and to receive no homage 
from his people ſave only for that he is the Image gf God: tis there- 
tore the moſt dangerous impreſſion that ſelf-love can make in men, 
when it perſwades them that they deſerve the love of the whole 
world, and that they ought to imploy all cheir might co augment 
thenumberof cheir quay. evcry once ispoſleſt withthis pation, 
and I ſeenone who do not by ſeverall ways aſpire to this tyranny. 
Men diſcover the perfeion of their minds to make themſelves ad- 
mired, women make the moſt they can of their bodily beauty 
ro makethem be adorcd,bur the one and the other of them will have 
their malady turn contagious, and ſpread abroad the poyſon of ſelt- 

love which hath infected them, into the ſouls of all thoſe that come 


neerthem. : 


———— 


\The eighth Diſcourſe. 
That Concupiſcence , or Self-love divides it ſelf into 
the love.of Pleaſure , of Honour , and 
| of Knowledge, 

Ans loſſe doth ſo ſute with his greatneſſe, that to undex- 
Mu the one wel, the other muſt neceſſarily be comprized, 
and we muſt know whatadvantages he did poſſeſs in his 
Innocency, that we may nor be ignorant of ſuch milſeries. as he un- 
dergoes by fin. Original] rightcoutneſſe which united him to God, 
made him find innocent dclights, pure andcertain-knowledge, and 
clevated honours,(of which ours are bur the ſhadows)inthe Poſlel- 
ſton of the Summam Bonum when he loſt Grace,hetherewith all loſt 
alltheſe glorious Privileges, which were the dependances thereof, 
his Plealgres were turned into Puniſhments, his light into darkneſs, 
-andhis glory intoinfamy, the miſery into which he ſaw himſelf = 
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did irritate his deſire,and the remembrance of his paſt feliciry made 


_ him ſeek forthar in the Creature, which he had loſt in his Creator: 


Self-love, which ſucceeded che love to God, ſpread it ſelf abroadin- 
rothree as impure rivolets, as was the ſpring head from WROAGEAPey 
didderive : the firſt was call'd the love of Pleaſure, ' the ſecond the 
love of light or novelty and che rhirdthe love of greatnefſe, or of 
glory, theſethree generall cauſes of all our diſorders, arc the farall 
effects of Concupilſcence, they divide man ( now become guilty, ) 
and though they agree in the bereaving higvof his liberty, yer they 
ſhare in the divikon of his perſon. Voluptuoulſneſle or the love of 
pleaſure, relides in the ſenſes, and reigns in all the parts of the body 
which are capable of delight, the ſoul engageth her ſelf in the eyes 
and ears, to raſt the contentments which rheſe two. ſenſes can wiſh 
for, ſhe renouncerh fpiricuall delights, to ſeek out ſuch as-arc ſen- 
ſuall, and as if ſhe were now ao longer a pure ſpirit, ſhe longs after 
nothing but bodily delights. Neccſlity 1s no longerthe rule of her 
deſires, ſhe betakes her {elt no more to objects, for thar they are ne- 
ceſſary, bur for that they are pleaſing. Temperance uſerh her-utmoſt 
endeavour to withſtand chis irregularity; ſhe endeavours to paſſeby 

þ reme- 
dies as Nacure hath ordined for the cure of our maladies, withour 
the engagement of her Fons;bur Concupiſcence overthrowsall 
her detignes, and by the abſolute power whereby ſhe governs in 
the foul, ſhe folicirs herto raſt all the pleaſires of out ſenſes. The ſoul 
being fin from her firſt greatneſſe, _ then to ceaſe being ſpiri- 
tual, that ſhe m1y become Corporall ; that ſhe partake no longer 
inthe felicity of Ange's, and chat theno longerpleaſed withany de- 
lights, ſyve {hich as are lenſuall, and impure. This is the firſtconteſt- 
ation which thoſe faithfull gnes reſent, who will overcome: Concu- 
piſtence,and tis the frequenteſt piece of Att whichthe © Devil makes 


"uſe of ro deſtroy men ; the ſouls alliance with the body favours his 


deſign, and makes his'on-ſets more dangerous, mens. weakneſs faci! 
Itatesrheir undoing, andrthereare very few who are able to over- 
come an enemy which is pleaſing tothem. If they were rothuſe the 
Combar, they«would rarher charge grief thea pleaſure, and by their 
{ighing underthe burthen of their Irons, onema y eaſtly judge, that 
they are only {lives to- pleaſures, becauſe they want courage to deſ- 
piſc it . This Tempration is ſo much more dangerous then others as 

| it 
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it is more naturall, To vanquiſh ic a man muſt have no more 8 
body , and changing condition with Angels, thee muſt become 
a pure ſpirit z but to boot with our loving this part of our ſelves, 
rhe occaſions of Combars are fo frequent, as we arc oft in one 
and the ſame day both Conquerours and conquered: the. ſub- 
jes of vain glory are not ſocommon, if we be blindedby our ima- 
ginarie greatnefle, we are humbled: by our reall miſcries, and we 
muſt have forgottenthe ſhame of our birthif weglory inany thing 
during our lite: Thougir the deſire of knowledge awakens our curi- 
oſity, and rhat chE very ignorance-whercinro we are plunged,/obli- 
gettrus to ſeek out adiverſwon, in the knowledge of worldly things, 
ct the difficulties which a&companics. Science, makes us loſe our 
onging afrerit. We love rather to be kept inignorance, then to-be 
freed therot by ſtudy, we cannot refolveupen rhegerting of af.cece, 
where the Pins excetds the Glory, and where the Reward cquals 
rthe Labour: bur Voluptuonſneſſe isaSeaſfeas delightful), ic pre- 
nts ic ſelf ganſought for, andis received withour Sculcy, it we 
muſt fight forir$tis when Jealouſic or Ambition makes themſelves 
of the Partic yand that they-Corrcupr the {yeerntſſe of our delights 
by the vain-Glory of their dMerits; and moreover, Nature having 
mingled delight with all her remedies, we nwſt always ſtand upon 
our guard, that we build not our felicicy®one things which ſhe gives 
us only. for our Conſolarion., It is hard rordiſcern whether: we eat 
more our of Pleaſure, or neceſſiry,, a man muſt be very moderate; ro 
ſeek for nothing more in fleep, then the retreſhing of the body, and 
the repairing of our fottes; we muſt havealready mademany a Com- 
bat, to effect nothing more in Marriage then the Ironcn of our 
Families,thus do great Saints confeſs tis cafiertobereave ones ſelf of 
Pleaſures, then to regulate them, and'that there goes. moreof worth 
to moderate theſe pleaſing.Enemicszthento ſtifle rhem4 ris caſter ro 
t.ſt, then ro feed ſparingly of dainty vFiands, and the good uſe of 
ric hes is more rare « work voluatary-Poverty? Mans mina is buſied 
with Curioſity, or the love of Novelry/whichis ſo much the more 
dangerous by how much ir appearsmorelawfull: knowledge, which 
is not the leaſt part of our Advantages, takes the freedome to per- 
{wade usthat there is nothing more Noblethen Cognizanceof Na- 
ture, ſhe thi hs ro Offer up ant acceptable dacrifice ro,God when 
he Ge7Oe: cnſcs from delight, thar ſhe may engagein the _ 
_y F 2 | | '#) 
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of Truth, ſo faira pretext ſerves for excuſe ro her Injuſtice, and be- 
cauſe knowledge is the ſouls Ornament, ſhe will. haveal! things al- 


lowed thereunto, no bounds being preſcribed to her defires, nor 
laws unto her ſury. From the ſecrers of ® Natureſhe cafily paſſerh ro 
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Impicty ; for ſhe conſults with the Stars that ſhe may know what's 
rocome, and if their Aſpects or Conjunctions donot ſufficiently in- 
truc her,ſhe raiſech up Spirits, treats with Devils, and of an uſcleſſe 
Science frames a dangerons ſuperſticion. The Amphitheaters ot palt 
ages, the Circi, and tlic Arene, ac the inventions of this deſire of 
Novelty, Dagncing and other Sports, are not {o much the OCCupa- 
tions of the 1dlc; asthe diverſions of the Curious. tis the defireof 
ſecing ſomewhat of new which draws us forth with multitudes into 
the fields, 2rd all theſe faſhions, which we invent, are rather ſignes 
of our Curioſity, then of our vanity. * This Paſhon is much more 
violent, then that ofolqeenoult neſle, for rhelatrer is eaſily conten- 
ren, anddeſtroying her ſe f by enjoying, her own delights turns of- - 
ren to be her puniſhments: bur the other is never contented: reme- 
dies imbitter her violence,and the carth isnotablers ſarisfic her with 
Noveltics, the Paiſion of the fleſh. extends ir felt only toplcaſures, 
2s ſoon as an object ceaſcrh ro be plea ing ſhe ſcorns ro purſue it, and 
the voluptnous haverhis adyantage, as char they ſec all their deſires 
confined with the limits of delights: but the Curious mingle Pain 
with Pleaſure, andagree theſe rwocontraries together, rowentertain 
their re{tleſnefſe, they try poyſons under pretence of compoſing 
Antidotes, they diſſe the dead,, undercolour of curing thoſe that 
live; they tcarc up the bowels of the earchrolearneſecrers thereour, 
and goe down to the Geprhs of the Sea, ro know the wonders there- 
of. Thee is nothing which may narbe come at by the fury of ſo 1r- 
regular a Paſſion, which hach nothing of equitable in her diforder, 
ſave that ſhe is rhe Erexnall, Puniſhment of thoſe tharlove her. Inho- 
cency, and ſin may hayc bcen the originall thereof ; Innocency, be- 
cauſe whilſt in that condigion,” man knew all rhat with juſtice he 
could wiſh for ; Sin, becauſe he would know more then he ought, 
and that diſcovering, his heart umtoghe Devill, he indiſcreetly ſuffe- 

red the immoderate deſire of knowingall things to enter there. 
Pride or the Ambition of Command, is the laſt, and moſt dan- 
gerous effect of Concupiſceuce, Flartery, whoſecheife imployment 
1570 praiſe {in, confounds rhis Paſton with vertte, and makes ll glo- 
rious 
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rious faults lawful ro Conquerors. Shebuilds theglory ofthe Alex- 
anders upon the fin of Maligne ſpirits, and ſhe will perſwade * Prin- 
ces of the world, that rhe furiqus defire whichchanged Angels into 
Devils, can turn mep into.Gods, bur our Religion teachethus char 
thereis nomore in{olent Paſſton then this, and that all other firs are 
the uſhers in of . Pride. In effeRt, if other fins do buſie the mind, this 
poſſefſerh ic, iforhers Gy from God, to ſhun his juſtice, this draws 
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necr unto him, to {er upon his greatneſle, if others leave us when 


ave gtow old, this accompanieth useven unto death, and if the reſt 
chance ſometimes to be the ſia of the Ele&, this is almoſt always 
the Repfobacres faulr, ir will ſupply Gods place, whatſoever name 
is giveno the Impiety thereof ,ir's deſign in making ir ſelf beEither 
lovedor feared, is rogovernover men, either by force or fairmEans, 
.and tocomtimita rape upon that Glory, which belongs onlyto him, 
who is.the ging and end of all chings: this Paffiondies not 
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The ninth Diſcourſe. 


Wherefore Concupiſcence remains in Mar 
after Baptiſme. 


[lP 


E aretaught by Divinity , that nothing but the Power of 
Godcan makeall things out of nothing CIs. 
Providence can draw good out of evill, and make a mans 
faule to amend his life. Naturall Phyloſophy cannot eompre-. 
» hiendthe former of theſe wonders , and morall Phyloſopy, cannot 
- comprehend the ſecond. Nature worketh riothing wichour mgte;i- 
als, her workmanſhips arerather alterations then productians , ſhee,, 
may well change one thing into another, bur ſhe cannot makea new 
thing,and there is {olittle proportion between nothin f 
ancy,as Ariffetle Choſc ratherto believe that the World Wagerct- 
nall, then chat God createdir of Nothing. This great Gexz#s Tound _ 
it leſſe inconvenientto acknowledge numberleſs cauſes,then tg con-. 
fcſs one only, the power thereof was unlimited ;-and moral] Phy- 
loſophy, whichis tor greatly more enlightned then nat 
phy , findes ſuch oppoſition between goodandevill, as ſhee would 
Tather think rodraw light out of darkneſs, and beauty outof defor- 
mity,then Vettuc ont of Vice: bur Religion which adoresin God, 
Almighty a PGwer whichrhath no bounds , and an unclotidedPro- ® 
videnceconteſſcth alſo, that the one mayhave framed rhe; 
our of nothing, and that the other may have extracted Grace, ont of 
{in, ineffe& theworkot our Redemption, is the ſtquell of out loſs; 
Andif Adams fin benarthe cauſe , ic isat eaſt rhe occafion.of our 
Jalvation, the ſame ſin which hath dfawn reproches from forth our 
mouth, hath recurn'd prayſes for it, Andthe Church calleth thar ſin, 
fortunate;** which hath merired ſo excellent a Redeemer , Concu- 
piſcence being the daughter of fin ,%wEmuſt fit Fonderif divine 
Frovidence hath made irſerviceableto her degens ' andifffhe &m- 
ploy her Enemy to execute herwill , for gs ohth 
paſt, asir were into nature, and that i, 
come, yer did:Gad leaveir in the ſou 
cilethcir verrue ; roallay theirP 
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Remembrance of their misfortune always before them. During 
the happy eſtate of their Innocencie-, Vertue-was ſo nattirall to 
man asit met wich no Reſiſtance. Man took delighwin doing what 
was good , and the greatnefs of Merit was not meaſured by rhe dif- * 
ficulty of the work, his paſſions were obedient ro reaſon, his ſenſes 
were fairhfull ro- his ſoule', and his body had no other mori- 
ens thenrhoſe ofthe ſoule, the practiſe of Piety was nor as yer be., 
comea Combate, Continencicand Fortitude were not enforced ro. 
give battaile, tgþear away the victory ; andtheſerwo Noble Habits 
. were given man, rather forhis ornament then for his defence, ſowe. 
© muſt confeſs thazif he had more quier then we, hee had lefs glory, - 
2nd thar if he rafted more delight, he could nor hope for ſo great re- 
_ ward, forall ourlife is ſpent.in Exerciſe and fighting, all ourverrues 
arcauſteer, rh&y arealwaySenvironed with Enemies, they Cannot go 
our of thetr ordinary tracks, without falling into a Pon , and 
® they are- Reduced rothe® Neceſſity of Continuall ohting unlefſe 5 its (fi in 
they will be defeated, bur 'of all the Enemies tharſers upon them, o—_ 
they are moſt vext with: Concupiſcence, and yer Win molt glory nmdum trim: 
thereby, forſheis ſo opinionated as ſi, cannot be overcome, Grace Pans. Ergo bi 
,which triumphs over all our Evill, complains of being reliſted'b | gt pers 
this,alchough ir loſe ir's vigour,ittoſerh not ir's courage:and chat ipſe concupiſ* 
theSainrsdoſtil;weaken ir. yer they cannor ſtifle it , they muſt dye centia uM q'44 
to defeat ir, andic mult coſt them their like, to ger. the full vitory, Ee 
yet#is this the field whercin they purchaſe, all their Bayes, tis'the 140-4 55+ 
\matter oftheir fights and Triumphs: and gheir vertues would-lan- n_ 
*euiſh in Idleneſs,didnot this domeſtick Enemy.keeprthem in breath. »-; nz ld. 
Toſay truth, they-rungmuctidanger burgain much Glory ; theſameo Bedain Rom. 
ſubje& whichcauſerhtheir Pain heighthens.their eourage and%in- * 2 ur4t- 
creaſeth their merit. _ ©: Þ 8 
If Conchpiſcencebeof ufeto vertue; ſheis no leſſe: farall ro fin, 
for though ſne be her Daughter ſhe is likewiſe oft her. Murtherer, 
and of all che remedics which Grace hath ordained to cure us of * 
Pride, there 1s nons more.fafe then thar ofithis diſorder. Weare na- 
turally Proudgnd Milſcrable, and ir is hard toffay whether Prideor 
miſery makes the greater Impreſſion in ourſauils. Pride 1s ſo well 
engravegtherein, as we in ourſad-Condition continue the covering 
after alFthoſe grearneſles, which we did poſſeſs whileſt innocent ; 
We perſiyade our {clves thar weare Princes, becauſe our Father was 
ſo: 
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{o: We will have Natare to obey us becauſe ſhe bore reſpe to his 
will; and we think that all honours are duerto us, Becauſebie enjoyed 
them in the Earchly Paradice. Death whichis the reward ofqirr cati- / 
not be the cure thereof; the Creatures revolt cannor;perſwade vs, 
that we have loſt the Empire ofthe world, andche fickneſles, which 
do alcer our Tempers,cannot teach us thatthe Elements'areour ene-. * 
mhes,þur Concupiſcenceteacheth us humilicy, this inſolene -Miſtris 
reacherh us obedience; * and her frequent rebeilions makes us 
know that we are no longer Maſters of our felves, by two contrary 
c 2%e bominis, Motions, ſheinſpires us with Pride, and teacheth us modeſty, ſhe 
_r neyeg AS Bs withcourage, and makes us know our weakneſle, ſhe incites 
vor/us eumip- US againſt Heayen, and obligeth us ro implore theafhiſtance rhereofe 
ſun, invbedien- In fine; ſhe wounds and cures us, at the ſame time ; and like ro _thSfe- 
ria 41: 9f4, preparedpoyſons, whereof Medicinesart made, ſheiFthe antidote of” 
Ciritenp.og al our evils. For who is ſo proud aPrince as doth not humble hinfelf, _ 
when hee ſees he is leſFabſolute in his perſon then his ſtate, thar high 
Paſſions are morerebUlious then his ſubje&s, that there goes more 
rotame them, then to reduce Rebels to obedience, and that though 
reaſon! ſuper-intend in his foul, ſhe harh irrationall ſubjes _ 
deſpiſe her Authority. Saint” Augus##neconfelſerh tharthis Puniſh, 
ment.is as {hamefullas cruell, and of as many Irregularirtesas fin hath? 
produced'in men , hee findes none more infamous thewGoncupiſ- 
» + cetives: © Re 2 5 *%% 
© She makes us alſo {ce the unfortunate ſtate of our condemnatidn, 
and even in the'Stare of grace, ſhe preſeats unto us the Conditi 
of fin, for we ire divided between Adampand Jeſus Chriſt, we b 
long torwo Maſters, werare the Members of two oppoſite Com- 
mafiders, andewerhe Children of two Fathers, that war one againſt, 
the axhex, Wee hold till with 44am, accordingito the fleſh, wee 
\ follow his Inclinations, and in Chriſtian Religion, we forbeare, not 
4 Nequezjuis LO ob&y his will, hisfin hath made ſuch an Impreſſion in our 4 foul, 
at vl bens" as di —_— £8) re ny wu us _ ſparks a__ 4 neg 
vii Ubi mori ah Nd Unicſle we contengdagainſt our ſenſes, we-fin experience ; 
th ofend/von tha ourdeliresarethe Pictures of his. ; : Ry 
=_tp + 21 All ourfins are {6-many undertakings againſt the Authority of 
:2p25, | God,wewillbeIndependent in our Government, we willraſt de- 
lights unmingled with bitterneſſe, and haye knowledge exempt 
from errour, we ſtill ſeck after rheeffe@s of thoſe abuſive promiſes, 
wh ch 
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which the wicked Fiend made unto us, and pretend in the depth of 

our Miſeries, to arrive at the height of greatneſle, from whence we 

are faln, thus doth Adams (tn triumph yer in our ſouls, and this Fa- 

ther which is dead ſo many ages ago, lives yet in his Children. Tis 

true that according tothe ſpirit webelong co the only Son of God, 

his Grace is ſhed abroad throughovr our heorts, we work by his Mo- 

rions, it we be inanimated by his ſpirit, and we defire to kill Adam, 

that Jeſus Chriſt may live in his place; bur rhis is bur a languiſhing 

lite, we are but impertect works, Grice meets always with contra- 

di<tions in her defigns, and che foul being engaged in the bodies re- 

bellion, hath very much ado co ſubmir her ſclt rorhe Spirit of God, 

We «< wait for the day of relurretion, to the end that Jeſus Chriſt « Ut fm ind- 

may berhe Father both of our body, and foul, and that the two tiwmnatiqued * 

parts whereof weare Compoſed may ſubmicrchemſelves to his will, warren 

We with that death may bereave us of ail that Adam oave us, andto | pans 

the end that Jeſus Chriſt may reign abſylutely in our Soul we de- ter futuri [e- 

ſire thar our ſoul may be looſened from the {intull body which ſhe *#*: 

inanimatcs; from thencederive the oppoſite motions which divide 

the greateſt Saints, from thenceariſe hoſe contrary defires which 

divide their wils, from thence finally proceeds thoſe differing in- 

clinations which do ſo diverſly agitatethem, and which teach them 

that though they be Subjects ro the Empire of Grace, they are nor 

notwithſtanding freed from the Tyranny of fin, tis true that they 

Comfort themſelves amidſt their misfortune ; When they conſider 

that rheyare not madeguilty by the motions of Concupiſcence, fave 

when they are voluntary, and that Bapriſme, which hath left them 

languiſhing, hath nor left them Criminall, tor our revoltsarenotal- — + 

ways ſins, if our will approvenot of them, they are rather Subjects © pry 

of Glory then Confuſion. The diſorders of our Paſhons becomenot als ms. | 

offences, ſave when they draw along our conſent, as long as the ſoul lum non per- 

oppolcth the diſorders of the ſenſes, ſheis innocent, and as long as nes pl 

ſhe ſurpaſſech Sorrow and Anger, * if ſhe donor triumph ſhe is at mover defric 

leaſt victorious. He who looks Pale and figheth, is notalways over- mum: non 

born with Fearc, or Sorrow , he whoſe colour riſech when he is + +v—_g 

offended is not always overcome by choller, Theſe Paſhons muſt apes ad mas 

be voluntary to be Criminall, and co be really tearmed fins, they {me iniſto 

muſt paſs from the body tothe ſoul, he whotremblerh is nor affraid _ box 

ifhe will not Commir ſome baſe act, he who weeps is not ſad, if he Bed.ioRom.s- 
| G will 
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g Agit carode- 11 wipe away his tears; he who finds Anger to ariſe in him is nor: 


: Al : 
_ 4% iy & irricated, if he endeavour to quench his flames, and amidſt all theſe 


primuntar, now Paſſions a man may boaſt that heis void of fear , Grief; and Anger, 
eximguntur & 1 Will goenot along with their motions, by all this diſcourſea 


redeGleriarus, 4 Ca 
208 ee man may eaſily gather, that 5 Concupiſcence. may be made good 


rva.at incerte- 11{e of by the Faithfull,and that if, of her: own Inclination, ſhe be 
mine labre! © he roor of all vice, whencondutedby Grace ſhemay become rhe 


xox wiclus tra- | 
terice Bed.in feed of all yertues. . 
Ron, $+ 
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The tenth Diſcourſe. 


That Gods Fuitice hath permitted that Man ſhould be 
divided within himſelf, for the puniſh- 
ment . of his ſin. 


that Deſtiny hath no ſhare in the Worlds Government, and 

that whatſoever accidents befall us in the Courſe of our life, 

are guidedby a Sovereign Providence, vaunted that he had under- 

h' Rem ſaciam taken a work © which was not difficult , fince hee therein pleaded. 
OP Gods cauſe, and that he had the honour to defend it, Mc thinks I 

ran. : ; ; . . | : - . 

egem.Sen:c, May beginthis Diſcourſe in his words,and boaſt rogether with him, 

Provid, that the buſineſſe 1-undertake is not very hard, finceI plead in the 

behalfe of the Juſtice of God, and that I'go about to free it from 

the out-rages which it receives from ſo many foul mouthes, which 

accuſe Gods Juſtice tor leaving ſo many wicked men unpuniſhed, 

| I very well know char the unfortunate Innocent have complained ' 

| þ 4565; and rhat without diſ-regard tothe reſpe&t which'is due to 

he Juſtice of God,they have often deſired that God would be more 

i Dxcuntinb#: ſpecdy in his Panyſhments. ' David murmured inwaidly ſeeing the 
add proſpczity of ſinners, Fob complain'd, that the good fortune of the 
dvr in inferes Wicked was ſo conſtant, avitaccompaniedthem even to.death,.and 

_ L Sainc * Auguſtine, who ſeemsto have ſought intoallthe ſecrets of 
Pll.zz, Divinc juſtice confeſſech, rhar it is no leſſe difficult to accord the 
Power of Grace, with mans Liberty, then Divine juſtice with the 
Proſperity of the wicked, This is theſcandall of filly ſouls,the wick- 

cd mans deſpair, andthe rock whereon all thoſerun ſhipwrack, who 


arc. 


id it Phyloſopher Seneca being deſirous ro make it known, . 
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are not ſoundly grounded in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt: yer this great 
Door avoucheth two or three maximes , which may pacitie the 
mind of man, and which prove clecrly enough that there is no finner 
who is not miſerable. 

To underſtand his Doctrine we muſt know that ! Puniſhment 1 0mnic avimre 
and reward goto the making up of one part of the worlds beauty , *** © e- 
and thar as Vertue deſcrves ſome Pay, lin likewiſe deſerves ſome — rt pu 
Puniſhment. It would be unreaſonable if rhejuſt man ſhould not be 1*/< prtcbri- 
recompenced, and Irregular, ifthe guilty ſhould not .be puniſhed . © 4/106 
Divine juſtice is an{werable ro theſe two ſorts of men, and as the Gas, Dag, 
great Tertullian ſays, ſheis no lefle obliged toErect Heaven for the 1b. dequorir. 
good, then ro make Hell for the wicked , that Divine perfeQion, ** £1256: 
which-maintains the order of the world never overthrows this: Ver- 
rue receiveth always her reward, and vice is never exempt from Pu- 
niſhmenr, they do not only follow, but accompany one another, 
and as the Epicurians did not believe that delight could be ſeperated 
from vertue, Saint A#2sftine did not believe that. Puniſhment could 
be parted from fin. This cffe&tis always found with it's cauſe, and 
man can no ſooner Commit an offence but he.preſently becomes 
ſenſible of the Puniſhment, There is an ® Erernall law which will m tex terns) 
have good men happy, and the wicked miſerable, it neither defers & ſnma ratio 
rewardnor Puniſhment, and withour putting off the Puniſhmentto ©4725, 
Hell, orthe reward to Heaven, it confers them both on carrh, ; God leo per —— 
hath made ſomelaws whichalters with the times, though he be in 174 micran, _ 
himſelf always the ſame, yet he accommodates himſelf ſomrimes ro = — 
his handy-worke, and oft times repeals the Decrees which he hath ec exim inju- 
pronounced, but the law which regards vertue, and vice is immuta- /#=«/7 potef 
ble, andthe uglineſs of an offence never gocth withour the beauty of ery 
Puniſhment, nor doth finever enter into "a ſoul, bur it brings it's Aug-lib.1.de 
reward withir, Though this maxime may appear ſtrange yer hath it ">Þi*-<ap- 
been approved of by prophane Phyloſophy zand Seneca © acknow- n yunquam 
ledged thatman who had finned could nor keep unpuniſhed ; that his accidit «tft in 
Crime was his Torment, and that without having recourſe ro the 7m fevecus 
revengfull turies he-bore about with him, his hangman, and his fin. mala 1 
They therefore deceive themſelves who believe that there be any Auguft. ; 
ouilty unpuniſhed , becauſe they arc honoured, for though men 7 7/77 et 
through baſe flattery confound vice with vertue, though they put a ord ng 

" [upplicium eſt, 


value upon what they ought to diſ-cſtecme, thoughthey raiſe Altars 540:ca. 
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to thoſethat merit the Gailows, though the Heavens ſeem to favour 
their deſigns, that Fortune fore-running their defires, mounts them 
upon Tirones, and put Crowns upon their Heads, yer are they un- 
happy, if wicked, and amongſt this imaginarie felicity which pro- 
vokes our Envy, they ſuffer Pains, which would move our Com- 
paſſion, it they wee as evident as true: for if they ſhould ſuffer no 
other Torment then tobe upon il] Tearms wich God, are they nor 
ſufficiencly Miſerable, and ſay they ſhould undergo no other loſle, 
then that of his Grace ;, ſhould they not be rigorouſly enough pu- 
niſhe ;,bamiſhr People will admit of no Conſolation, horns they 
are far diſtant from their Countty : though they enjoy their eſtate, 
though they live under a Tempcratc Climate , though they con- 
verſe with fair condi:ioned men, they think themſelves unhappy, 
inthat they breath nor che Air of their own Countrey. Favourites 
will not our-live their Maſtcrs favours, the Magnificence of their 
Palaces, thc number of their meniall ſervants , the grcarnefle of 
their offices, cannot charme their ſorrow ; they are oleaſed with no- 
thing becaulc their Prince is offended: all rheir concentments cannot 
countervail the lofle of his Favour, and his wrath is a Puniſhment, 
whichall the rcafons of Pizyloſophy cannot ſweeten: if experience 
xeacheth us that banriſhment and loſfſe ot Favour arc Puniſhments, 
thall we doubr whether he thar is not upon good Terms with God, 
be upon bad terins with himſcifeor no? and can wethink him happy 
who through his own defanlr hath loft the well ſpring of true Rap- 
pinc!lc 7 the ſinner then is miterable, and 1t men eſtceme them hap- 
py amongſt ſo many ſufferings, It is for that they do nor know 
py Vid ma's wheccin happineſle conſiſts. I looked upon the proſpericy of the 
— wicked ( fiich Saint » Angnitine ) with indignation , I could 
»imvolcbamu:t NOT tolleiate that good luck ſhould accompany them in their 
nos pe/mitterct ways, [could have wiſhed thar Divine Juſtice would have made an 
Dewmalo3eſe ex1mpleofthem, and that it would have abaſed their Frice, there- 
ſe'ices: Intelli- P mn, ir Frice, there 
gath9mo; num- Dy toappeaſe the murmuring of che Innocent, bur I did unjuſtly ac- 
quzm permitti: Cuſe Divine Providence, for it never leaves (inners unpuniſhed, and 


— (nor pry if ſuch as are blind think wicked men happy, tis becauſe they know 


patotur quis NOT what happineſle is, 

pI As mans wickednefle draws on Gods juſtice, and as we conclude 
Aug. rro&.23. DE15 miſerable, becauſe ſinfull, we ought alſo roarguethar he is ſin- 
in Jan. tuil becaule miſerable, for God is not ſevere without reaſon, our 


faults 


_ 
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faults do always precede his Punithments, and he took not upon 
11m robea revenger,betore we became faulty, Ir is aur offences that 
provoke his jultice , and. he h2d never lerShis thunder have fallen 
on our heads if we had not neglected his Commandements. Tis one 
of Saint 4 Auenitines Arguments which convinceth the moſt oPpini- 
oned, and obligeth them to confeis, rhar ſince there is no-Injuſtice 
in God, man muſt necds be Criminall, becauſe miſerable, for God 
Mich nothing that 1s Innocent , nor ruines not his workmanſhip 
wichaut acauſe, be ſhould injurehis own goodnes,ſhould his juſtice 
Phyloſophers agree ia this truth, 
us know, that Punishment prcfuppo- 
ſeth fin; the Ignorance of our Miſerics hath perſwaced them, that 
man was punislzt on earth, for {ins that he had committed in.heaven, 
that his bgdy was his fouls prifon,and that she was detcined there to 
expiate the faults winch shegnly. had committed. Though thee be 
not {o pure trurhs bur that thcy have an intermixture of Errour, yer 
they teach us that fin precedes Punishment, and thac mans miſery 
goth afluredly, wimneſs bis offence. For what likely-hood is there 
that Nivige Prayidenge: would have condemned man ro ſomuch 
milcty without @ fault, wherehore Should rhe body rebell againſt 
the ſoul, whereunto iris united: Wherefore Should man be compo- 
ſed, of Parts whichcannotagree?and why should the workmanship 
of God he, out of order were jt not carrupred by the {11 of man. 
We mult haye offended this judge, betore he have condemned us, 
his juſtice" neyer punisherh che Ingacenr, and his googdnetle would 
n2t permit us tobe milcrable, it we were not guiley: but we muſt al- 
ſo confeſſe that his juſtice would have becn remiile , had he not 
punishr fin, Adams Rebellion deſeryed thatall men shauld be pa- 
nisht tor ity his ſufferings were robe herediarie, and there had been 
ſome ſort of Inconvenience, that a guilty Father should have pro- 
drccd innocent Children, weinheric his punishmentand his (tn, and 
recciving our being from him, it yvas reaſon we Should partake of 
the Miſeries which doaccompany ir, In Point of high Treaſon, the 
Childrenare punishrt forthe Fathers fault, When a Princes Anger 
breaks out upon great perſonages tharare guilty, it fals likewile up- 
on their Families, to have any relation to them ſufficeth co be guil- 
ty. Crimeis contracted by Allyance, and though the misfortune 
' may exceed the in; there isalways reaſonenough for the pu 
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ment throughout all the Judaicke Law the Children beare the pu. 
niſhment ot their fore-fathers fins, God * requires it to the fourth 
Generation * as a Child isapart of his father, we preſume he hath 
dr:awnalong with him Part of his fin, and that hecannot inheric his 
being wichour inheriring his offencealſo, Gods grearneſſe merits this 
rigour,and offences comitred againſt ſo high aMajeſty cannor be {ut- 
ficiently puniſhed. Our Complaints proceed from our Ignorance we 
defend our owncauſe only becauſe we know not his Sanctity whom 
we have offended, if we had alittle light we would prevent Gods 
decrees, and we ſhould find that Hell isro ſmalla puniſhment for 
ſuch as rebell againſt him. In whatſoever ſort it be that we have 
contracted fin, it deſerveth Puniſhment, we cannot be blameleſſe 
fince we proceed from a guilty father, and ſince thebodies maladies 
arc hereditary, we muſt not wonder ifrhoſe of the ſoul be contagi- 
ous: there is no difference berween Adams fin, and ours, fave only 
that his is voluntary, and ours Naturall, that he is more guilty then 
unfortunate; & we more unfortunate then guilty, that he hath done 
the miſchiefe and we have received it, that he hath committed a 
fault, and webear the Puniſhmnntr, thar his diſorder is become our 
Narure, that his Rebellion engageth us in diſobedience, and tharas 
the trecis loſt in it's root; weare infeed in our beginning and cor: 
_ in our father. Afterall theſe reaſous there is no more reaſon 
of complaint; Miſerable man inſtead of accuſing Gods Juſtice muſt 
amplore his mercy,and muſt find out that innocency in Ieſus Chriſt, 
which he hath loſt in Adam, to the end, that as naturall generation 
hath beenthecauſe of his miſery, Spirituall generation may be the 
cauſc of his happineſſe, and that he may there partake of grace with- 
our any other merits then thoſe of the Sonne of God, as he hath 
receivedcondemnation withoutany other fault then that of Adam. 
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THe Church hath ofc tumes ieca 116 Truph 


of her belief gain-faid by contrary Here- 
fies, neither hath ſhe almoſt ar any time 
explained the myſteries of taich , bur 


. that ſhe hath ſcen new Sects ariſe, which 


by different ways have endeavoured to 


| bereave her of her Purity, and roengage 
. her in Errour, when ſhe explained her 


ſelf upon the myſteric of rhe Trinity, + 


and that ſhe had raughrt her -Children to - 


adore the plurality of Perſons, in the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, - 
:1e was oppoſed by two contrary Herefies, the one of which con- 
:»unded the Perſons, the other divide the Nature, when to declare - 


unto 


48 
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irema 6ccupant 


11 qua ceviare 


ſire periculo #e- 


y;9 poreſt. 
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unto us the 0economy of the Incarnation , ſhe hath taitght'ns rhar 
Man-God did unite in theuniry of his Perſon, the Divine Nature, 
with the humane, there aroſe * Heretiques, who deſirous to deft roy 
one another, quitted the Carholicks opinions, and per{waded them. 
ſelves either that there was but one Nature or two Perſons in Teſus 
Chriſt, when tinally,rhe ſame Church diſtinguiſhing, between the 
purity and the corruption of nature , tavght us thar the one Was 
the worke of G 0», the other the worke of ſinne, two Herbjies 
ſprung up, which wirhſtood this truth with different weapons, for 
the oneconfounded rhe corruption of Nature with her Hence, and 
Imaginedthart there was a bad Principiurs, of which all things viſt- 
ble werethe work: the other by a clean contrary tract, would ex- 
cule the diſorders of fin, by the goodneſſe of Nature, and perſiade 
us that mans Irregularities were nether the effects. nor the puniſh- 
ment of his Rebcllion, irwapprooved of Concupiſce :cc, and jliced 
it inthe Terreſtiall Paradice beforethe Serpent had {educed the firſt 
womanzit made merry with Original righteouſnes,and bereft her of 
the Power of compoling the differences of the ſoul and body it ap- 
proved ofall thoſe revolrs which we look upon as the curſed conſc- 
uences of fin, and imployed it's reaſon to perſwade Catholicks, 
« rm they were ratherthe effects of our Conſtitution then the Pu- 
niſhments of our difobedience, it maintained together with Phylo- 
{ophy whoſe arms it borrowed, to fight againſt Religion, that death 
was rather a Jaw thena puniſhment, and that cven in the ſtate of In- 
nocency a man could nor have fenced himſelf againſt death. The 
Churches belict being equally diſtant from theſe two Errours, and 
{ince ſhe doth as conſtantly confeſſe the goodnefſle of nature as her 
corruption, 1 have thought good throughout all this Work to min- 
gle InveRives with Panygericks, and to obſerve as well the Advan- 
rages which man reccives from God, a« the miſeries which he con- 
rracts by {1n, I therefore think my ſelt obliged to ſer forth the beau- 
ties of the ſou], before I deſeribe her b emiſhes, and to painc forth 
on the ſame Table her pertections, and her defaults. 
The fouls Originall contributes to her greatneſſe, and though ſhe 


be brought Zx Nihils, tis no ſmall miracle that Divine Power hath 


been ableto draw ſo excellent athing from ſobarren a ſubjeR. Phy- 


loſophers b whonever knew the truth without the mixture of fall- 


hood,and who have always in Religion mingled Fables with Hiſto- 
nl. Joh ww; 
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 perichable things, are the remainders of that Naturall Inclination, 
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ry, Imagined that ſoul madea part of the Divine ſubſtance that ſhe 41974 1e2 2 


; agar . Pays : ecmtdyy plurer 
was a flip of his being, 8 that after having inlivened the body which rreeLag 


ſerved her fora ſepulchre, or priſon, ſhe ſhould be happily re-united minime divine 
to her Prirncipiam. Some others more modeſt believe, that ſhe drew 9%#iam qui- 


p | BY | det mort al i; ut 
her biuth from Heaven, and that preſerving the memory of her deat ſebEpicare ie 


Country,ſhecould itl bear with the length of her exile. Some others ct ſexde c2:» 


leſſe elevated have perſwaded theſelves th: t ſhewas forn'd of earth, £429 ſew de 
and that being more extenuated, & not morenoble then thebody,ſhe ſea numer ftw 


had the ſame Eletnient for her Originall, the Pzrhagorians compoſed atomis concin- 


her of Numbers, and would have harmony.to be her Eſſence, as _ » ſen euns 
CA. . . 4 re Ce pe- 
that which maketh Peace in the world,and accordeth the Elements; 73 ſeu poſt cor. 


ſ]}me dotards have drawn her from the Aroms of the Sun,and gaye Ps induceru, 
hera body compoſed only cf Light and Hear. unde & q10quo 


modo bominem 


But Chriſtian Religton reacherh us, that ſhe is a ſpirit created by facic animal ra- 


Godintitne, infuſedinro a body to inahimate it, the ſpring head of **#{/enſu & 
Motion and Life, and that in her nobleſt operations, the ſtands in EN 


need of her ſlaves Organes to operate withall, Light is in ſome ſort de ref.anime, 


naturall to her, in her undetſtandin inci b Naw te quog 
; g ſhecomprehends the Principles node, 


of all Sciences; her will hathin it the ſeed ofall vertue, the ſenſes are [jberrate aud 
ſo many Meſſengers which informe her wich whatſoever paſſeth in 9 licer nobz, 
the world,and by their faithfull reports reach her thoſe truths which <9 s 
She was 1gnorant-of , tis true, that there arc ſome truths which Dew dadbe 
are rather infuſed into herthen acquired by her, and which Nature / 2ex« volverit. 
hath'ſo powerfully imprinted in her Effence as Errours (elf cannor aoSog xy 
defacerhem,ſhe withour an Inſtruter knows there is but one God, $emrewil 
the preſerves this belief in the midſt of Superſtition, in this point ir pete- 
the is Chriſtian, even when Infidell whilſt ſhe offers ® Incenſe to | on 
her Idols, ſhe truſts in him who ſeeth all things, and after having tem/imul & ca- 
invoked Satwrnand Fnpiter, ſhe implores ayd from him whom her - cobra efe 
Conſcience tels her4s the true Creator of Heaven and Earth, ſheis Crs: 
ignorant of the fall of Devils, and by the hatred which ſhe bears un- cpa; Suurnit, 
to them, makes it appear that ſhe is not ignorant of their guile, > Pang 
whilſt She ispoſſeſed with theſe Tyrants, Ti ceaſeth not to think Terwll.dereft 
upon her lawfull Sovereigr , and fin which hath nor been able to 2nimz+ 
deſtroy her Nature« could not deface her knowledge, norher love, wn rote Ana 
che loves God thoughshe offends him, all thetyes She hath to theſe rem bee: ſoli 


il um noverint 
_ '2 Chriſtian ts 
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{ce them without being in ſome ſort tranſported, the shadow of 
God awakens her flame, but having neither light nor heat enough 


.toraiſcher ſeit upro him, 5he remains engaged on the earth and by 


a ſtrange blindneſle she forgets the Summum Bonum tO faſten her 
{elf to lis Picture, she preſageth her misfortune © before She hath a- 
ny knowledge thercof, she prophelicth it before $he diſputes, and 
when the firit enters into the world, the witnefſeth by her tears, that 
She hath ſome lenle of her miſeries, as ſoonasshe hath by her cryes 
ſalured the Sun, she reacheth thoſe that underſtand her, thar she 
very well knows the carth is the ſear of miſery and that one cannot 
live long there without ſuffering much ſorrow, 

When age indues her with the uſe of Reaſon, she doth not loſe 
theuſe of Prophecie, her dreams ſerves for preſages. The Heavens 
whilſt she is arreſt, advercize her, of her diſaſters, and the Angels 
treating with her in acondition wherein she cannot treat with men, 
acquaints her with.che good and bad ſucceſſes of her enterprizes, she 
makes © out ſalleys which cauſe men to belicve that though she be 
faſtened to the body, yer she is nota Priſoner, for whens$he pleaſerh 
She abandons the ſenſes, and colleds her ſelf, chat she may be the. 
lefſe incerrupted in her Meditations: she ſeeks for knowledge, in the 
Ceater of her cfſence, andas if she did complain of the fights Inti- 
delity, ortheears floath, she endeavours tolearn at home within her 
ſclfe what ſhe cannot find out in the world, .in effec she would be 
very 13norant it She knew nothing , bur what she learns from her 
Oftcers : tor as they are but the Organcs of the body, they can only 


ovlerverthe qualities of the objects, and can only inform their Sove- 


reign of the luſtre ot Colours, the diverſity of ſounds, and of the 
varities of ſmels, but when she withdraws within her {elf she knows 
Jubſiſtances, she treats with ſpirits, and raiſing her ſelf. above all 
things, created, $she forms unto herſelf certain Ideas of a Divinity, 
Nay, She is an Image thereof, and it ſeems God took plcaſure, ro 
draw his own Piture inthe ſoal of man, and to make us admire in 
thisChicf work of his-power, the unity of his Nature, and the Plu- 
rality of his Pextons.; for though this ſpirit be engaged In Materia, 
and that ir works diffeccatly according to the feverall Organes of 
the boGy, that it digelts mear by naturail hear, converts it into bloud 
by mcans of the Liver, Ciitribures it into all. parts: by che veins, 
and by a miraculons Metamorpholts givesa hundred ſeverall shapes 
tO 
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to the ſame food, yer is it not Civided, and repreſenting the uncon- 
ccivable unity of God,it is Tetra in Toto & Tots inqualibet parte. Thus 
the ſoul conteins that which ſcems to inclole her, ſhe "ws her hoaſt | 
houſe room, the upholds her houſe, ſhe inanimatcy/ her Sepulchre, | 
and this Created Divinity is ſo great, as ſhe Circumnſcribes che Tem- 

ple wherein ſhe makes her rel1dence. This admirable unity agrees 

with a Trinity of powers, which makes the (oul an excellent Image 

of God , for She hath an active underſtanding, which conceives all - 

things, a happy memory which records them, and an abſolute will, 

which diſpolech of them , She knew the higheſt of our mileries by 

reflecting on her ſelt, betore Faith had revealed unto her the pro- 

celſion of the Divine perſons, Nature had given her fome glimme- 

ring thereot, by ſtudying what $she found to be in her {elf , she 

learnt what was in God , and ſeeing that she conceived a word in 

her underſtanding, and a love in her will, she had no trouble to 
comprehend that the farher begot a Sonne, and thar the Sonne to- 

gecher with the Father produced a Holy Ghoſt. Plato who had read 

no other book then that of his own ſoul, gueſt ar theſe Truths, T7iſ- , : 
megiitus *who had only learn'd theſe lights our of the boſome of ng 
Nature, had ſome weak knowledge of the myſteries, and we are ſ+ſuum reflexit 
bound to confeſs, that neither the one nor the other would ever have #477. Til: 
known the Divine Originall had they nor ſeriouſly conſidered the 

copy. As the ſoul is the ſhadow of chedivinc Eflence,it ſhares in part 

of his higheſt perfeCtions ; herlightis not obſcured by her Priſon: 

the body which is formed bur of carch doth not derogate from her 

Nobility, nor Power,and death which threatens the Houle wherein 

ſhe lives, injures not her Immortality, sheis knowing in the mid(t 

of obſcurity, Abſolute, amidſt therevolr of her Subjects, Immor- 

tallin the boſomie of deathir ſelf; the ſenſes which endeavour to ſe- on, 
duce herby their unfairhfull reports, cannot abuſe her, and ler them abilz exim im: 
uſe what foul play they pleaſe , she .hath always light enough to —_—_— 
diſcover their Impoſture, shecorrects their errours z and when. she — 5 aIEx 
willmake uſe of her own rights, she finds Countellors in che Paſeb fam & 0culos 
of her being, who convince thele fairhleſs Officers of fall-hood: che RG 
finds oft times leſſe reliftance in her body then in herſelf, one only rocks fot- 
Ad 3 ofherwill, makesthe eyes open, thearmsbelifred up, and the {rio mots ſ- 
$20, theſe parts are ſo obedient to hercommands, as they never 4 oy ns 
reſiſt when ia health, their Rebellion ariſerh rather from — rul. de aniza, 
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then malice, & if her ſubjects forget their duty,they are never the firſt 
Aurhors of diſorder,the tongues diligence in expreſſing her thoughts 
exceederh belict, rhe eyes makes prodigious haſt to bring her news, 
and the carsas lazie asthey are are wondertully fairhfull, in infor- 
ming her of whar they underſtand : the hands invent a thouſand 
means ro content her, the five branches whereof they are Compo- 
{edarethe mothers of all Arcs, and they are ſo affectionate to their 
Sovereign,as ſhe hath no ſooner detign'd any thing bur theſe indu- 
ſtrious officers do forth-with faithfully executeir. Nature would be 
jealous of cheir labours,did ſhe not know that their Power isbotided, 
and that for all they can do roimitare her, they can neither give life, 


nor motion to their workmanſhip, in tine, the ſoul which governs 


them {o dexicrouſly, and which (cems to foregoeall the other parrs 
of the body to inanimate them, loſech halt her Power when ſhe 
hath no lands, and this high and mighty Sovereign ſeems to exe- 
cute her greaceit dcligns by the meaas of theſe taithtull confede- 
rates. 

As ſhe is abſolute in her ſervitude, ſhe is immortall in her grave, 
and all che atteints which ſickneſle mY her,cannot trouble her reſt, 
it ſheapprehend Pain, tis becauſe the body that she inanimates re- 
ſents it, if Sne fear death, tis becauſe it deſtroys her Manſon, and if 
Sheſecm * ro be moved or affraid tis becauſe she loves the flave that 
would foregoc her: the knowledge she hath of her own Immorali- 
ty, makes her reſt quier, she takes delight tn enterraining her ſelf 
with thought of the lite which muſt ſucceed this life, she ſees far in» 
roages that arc ro come, $he ordains things which muſt not be ac- 
complished till atrer her departure,she js very jealous of her honour, 
and knowing very well, that death which will deſtroy her body, 
ſhall not ruine her, ſhe endeavours to do Adttons, for which ſhe 
{hall ſuffer no reproach 1n the other world , her cares which extend 
themſelves beyond the precin&s of rime, are proofs of her ' Im- 
mortality, andthe Pajhon ſhe hath for Glory, witneſleth thar the 
15 got ignorant of the happineſſe ,vhich is prepared for herin Hea- 
ven, when the moment wherein ſhe is to make her entrance there- 
Into approacheth,and char ſhe is ready robe divorced from her body 
She operates witha new ſtiength ; she ſees things with more lighe, 
all her words are * Oracles, it ſcems that frecing her ſelf from Aa- 
teria, She becomes a pure ſpirit, and that having no further Com- 
merce 
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merce with men , $he trears invifibly with Angels, her laſt ende- 
vours are uſually the greateſt, She garhers ſtrength our of her bo- 
dies weakneſle , and dearh deſtroys herPrifon, only to ſerher ar li- 
berty,she begins co raſt the ſweer of Heaven , and $he looks upon 
panting from the earth, as upon the end of her ſervitude. T ſhould be 
ro0 tedious if I would perticularize in all rhe fouls advantages, the 
reſt of this diſcourſe muſt be imployed in $hewing whar outrages 
She receiverh-from fin ; for as ſoon as she rook up A lodging, 5hic 
became ſlave ro the body ; she loſt her Power when she loſt hec 
Innocence, when $she ccafedtoobey, she ceaſed ro command, and 


as if obedience had been the foundation of all her grearneffe, rebel-- 


lion was the caule of her miſcries,of all the cognizances whichwere 
rogether with Grace infuſed into her, none remain'd in her bur 
doubts and:jealouſies, which makes her as oft embrace falſ-hood as 
truth ; rhough she know God:.she adores the workmanshjp of his 
hands , herenlightnings derein her not from engaging her ſelf in 
errour, and the great Inclination which she hath for the Summun 
Bonam doth not eſtrange her from rhe love of perishable things ; 
ſhe is rhe Image of God ; and ceaſeth to reſemble him, she expre(- 
ſerh his grearneſſe, and doth no longer imitate his vertues, she con- 
ſervesthe Triniry of her power in the uniry of hereſſence, yer cah- 
not conceive one God inthree Perſons, she makes an Idol unto her 
ſeifof every Creacure, all thar pleaſerh her ſezm* Gods unto her, 
her Intereſt is the ſoul of her Religion, her love ariſcth from fear, 
ſhe adores whatſoever she fears, and unlefle the God which she 
. ſervech had rhunders wherewirhallropunish her sRe would have no 
victimes to Toad his Alkars withall.. 

Her Punishment is the PiRure of her. offence, Shemeets with re- 
betlion in lier flave., the conſpiracy of all the parts of her body is 
eencial}; her ſenſes do ſeduce her, Her Paſſions dotorment her, her 
| Imagination troubles her, and her ſubjects do deſpiſe her, she [ces 
her ſelf obliged to encourage their diforders to givelife to Rebels, 
whichjuſtleher Authority , to nourish up monſters which rend hex 
in peices, and' to-arme {omldiers which plunder her eſtate, but no- 
thing ads more umto her Pain+ then the love which she bears her e- 
nemy,for though he profecure her,she cannorreſolve to hate him & 
dares not make War againſt him without aſſiſtance from heaven: this 


Traitor is {o fall of cunning as he makes himſclf be beloved by her 
| | > whom 


or ole UH... wow - os +. 


_ —— 


| Nam etficaro 
peccampm ſecun, 
dim 144m vir 
wee provite- 
TH, Cj OpC- 
Ya A annaticy 
Cancupiſceentia 
anverſus ſpirt- 
tum, 6b quam 
carnales notan- 
tur infamii, 
nor tamen ſu 
nomine Caro n- 
famis. Neque 
enim de proprio 
ſapit quid, ant 
ſemtit ad ſua- 
dendam vel im- 
perandam pce- 
catilam : quids! 
#17 que i" mb- 
niſteriumeſt. 
Teri.dc aninn. 


54 Of the Corruption of 


whom heabuſeth, the is ſenſible of all the evils that he endures; and 
as it her pain aroſe trom her-love; ſhe never ceaſed to ſuffer lince ſhe 
began to love him, the apprehends her flaves miſerics more then her 
own ; ſhe fears death more then fin, ſhe is more afttaid of ruine then 
of falſhood, and as it this inclination had changed her Nature, ſhe 
deſires no other good, nor dreads no other evill, then what is ſen- 
ſible: Muſick charins her diſcontents, Pictures ſerve her for a diver- 
tion, ſhe.is pleaſed with fmels, and rhe greatelt part of her delights 
confiſtsin what contents her ſenſes, by a ſequell as ſhamefull as ne- 
ceſſary, ſhe is burnt by Feavers, pained by the Gout, weakened by 
fickneſſe, and whatſoever hurteth her body , abaſeth her cou- 
rage. | 

After the Injuries which ſhe hath received from this domeſtick 


enemy, | Ir is hard ro judge, which of the two hath juſter cauſe 


of complaint, for cach of them ſeem to be equally guilty ; and thar 
the 9neand theother of them are the muruall cauſe of their diſplea- 
furcs. In Adam, {12 aroſe trom the foul, but in his Children ic draws 
it's birth from the fleth , andin the molt part of their errours, tis the 
ſenſes which {cducernem, Pleaſures which corrupt them, ſorrows 
which keep them, ove, and paſſions which ryrannize over them. 
Thus our misforcunes drive equally from theſe two, and ifthe ſoul 
made our.firſt tarher guilty, Ir is the body which makes his Chil- 
dren unfortunate; yet muſt we avow that the ſoul is the greater 
Delinquent in us ds wellas in him, for if ſhe haveno freedom to de- 
fead her {elt againſt Originall fin, and if neceffity may excuſe a 
misfortune which is not voluntary, She is more guilty then rhe bo- 
dy, becauſe she commirs ſo many faults with delight, ſtays nor for 
being ſolicitared by the ſenſes, and that by abliad Impetuoſity, she 
willingly embraceth wharſoeyer 1s. pleaſing unto her, she ads vo- 


Juntary fins, to fins of Nature, and will have that of her faults, ſome 


be the effects of her misfortune, and others, of her lewdaels. 

In fine, it ſeems that thoſe that follow her motions endevour to 
exceed rhe fin of their birch by the fins of their life, and as if they 
thought it an offence to be more innocent then their Father, they 
ſtiive to. be more faulty then hee who committed all the fins in 


__ world; when he made all that deſcended from him Crimi- 
nall, 


The 
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The ſecond: Diſcourſe. 


That the ſoul 1s become ſlave unto the body by reaſon of ſin, 


Hough the ſoul be the nobleſt part of man, yer is ſhe! nor: 
| void of tault, and fox any excelſive praiſe- that Prophane: 


Phyloſophy may give her, the hath naturall weakneſſes / 


which do accompany her, even in Innocency, Adams 1oul was en- 


gaged in his body, and in her Nobleſt operations, ſhe needed the : 
Organes thereof to expreſle her thoughts, .or exccute her deſigns; 


though the were ey with this depcadancy, ſhe ceaſed not to be 
ſcrvile: and whoſoever ſhould reduce an Angel to this condition, 
ſnould rake from him his glory and his liberty : ſhe could not quit 
her body to go to Heaven, whetherſoever her love did carry her,ſhe 


muſt carry her hoſt with her, andrather thento foxegorhis pleattng 


Priſon, ſne did prorogue.the accompliſhment of her deſire, Ignov- 


rance was in ſomeſort naturall unto her, ” and though knowledge 


was infuſed inco theſoul of Adamiogether with Grace, weare not 
ſe thar he could have tranſinitted it unto his off-ſpring, had nor 
rhe way of learning it been painfull, ic would have ar leaſt been te- 
dious, andif labour had nor been requilite, time would at leaſt have 
been required to rhe acquiring thereof, though the Organcs of the. 
body had been well diſpoſed, there would have bcena difference in 
their temper, and-all ſouls would not-havehad the ſame advantages 
&@# Grace, which was their laſt-pertetion, would never have raifc 
them into the rank of Angels, and whatſoever communication men. 
might have had withthole happy ſpirits, they could never have ar- 
rived at their Hierarchy. 

Though weare hcieby, raught that the. ſoul had her weakneſſes 
in the ſtate of Innocency, yer being Naturallthey were not painful, 
and though they were faults, yer were they not puniſhments: for in 
this condition man knew nothing which paiaed: hin+, he was fatif- 
tied with his Advantages,, and was. not lefſe happy though no An- 
gcll, his nature being the meer work of. God had no defaults, that 
which {cem'd humble ceaſed not to be glorious ; and the zye 
which the ſoul had to the body , was not aſervicudethough a nex 


ccſlity, ſhe was well pleaſed wich herabode, and though ſhe wereof 
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n Certamen'cor- 4 more elevated Condition, then was her body , * the ſervice ſhe 
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had from thence made her love her Quarter; the Chains whgrewith 


il teare pacis they were united were ſo ſtrong, as nothing but fin, could breake 
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them, their Inclinations in the difference of their Nature, were ſo 
conformable, as whatſoever pleaſed the one,did nor diflike the other: 
the -body by an admirable prodigie heighthned it's telt into the 
ſouls Employments withour violence, and the ſoul deigned to ſub- 
mit herſelfro the neceſſities of the body, without injury to her (elf, 
ſhe found no difficulry inall ſhedid, and if thebody were nor fer- 
viceable to het in her more noble works; yet did it not reſiſt her 
therein, their contentments were Common, and as the foul was not 
ſubject to ſorrow; neither did the body feel any pain . This happy 
Condition laſted no longer then the time of Innocency ; when man 


once loſt his righteouſneſle, he loſt his happineſle: and when he be- 


came Criminall,he became miſerable, the ſoul went leſs in her great- 
neſſes, and this living Image of the Divine Eflence, faw her felt 
brought to ſuch milery, as may berter be expreſt by tears then 
words; nothing rematin'd intirein man, and the outrages of ſin dil- 
perſed rhemſelves into all the parts ofthe body, the underſtanding 
was darkned , the memory weakned, and the will depraved. Inall 
the faculties of the ſoul, the ſoul received ſome prejudice in her ve- 
ry Effence, and evill found her out in ſuch a condition, wherein as 
being Forma corporrs, ſhe was engaged in the Materia thereof, for 
ſince her offence, ſhe her ſelf as it were obliged tolovea cruell Ty- 
Tanr, to bear with an irreconcilteable Enemy, to ferve a rebellious 
ſlave, andro make up all hermisfortunes, reduced to that neceſſity, 
as ſhe is not able without ſorrow, to forego the Caule of all her 
difaſters, : | | 
To conceive her.corruption, we muſt of neceffity comprehend 
her purity, and oblerve the Effects which Originall righteouſneſſe 
wrought-in the foul: the firſt was, that norwirhſtanding her be- 
ing engaged in a body,the ceafed not to be ſpirituall, her FunRions 
made her not Animale, and though united to the bod by Grace 
yet was ſhe not thereby aPrifoner, ſhe communicated her perfedti- 
ons toir, aid ſharednot in it's defets; ſhowas free thovgh bound ; 
herbody » was her Temple, not her Priſon, and the love ſhe bore 
Unto it did not injure her liberty, but as ſoon as ſin had infinuated ir 
{elf inrothe-gronnd work of her Eſſence, ſhe changed condition, 
»W & 7 ” VREM the 


che chain of 'love which ryed her ro her body, was turned to a 
ſervile ord, which bound her to herſlave ; herchariry was turned 
into ſelf-love, she forgot hergreatneſle; and that she might intereſt 
herſelf in all the deſires of her body, she loſt all the qualities of her 
ſpirit, ſenſible things became her diverſions, She delighted in no- 
chingber the voluptuouſneſle of the ſenſes, aadaif she had changed 
nature by changing condition, she ccaſed to love the Summun Bo- 
»um,and began to idolize her body, she fore-went her noble deſires, 

for ſuch as were infamous, and confining all her wishes , cither to 

the affairs orpleaſures » of her body, she loved nothing but what 
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They ſay thar in the ſtate of glory, the bodies of the bleſſed will 4/i9»omode cor- 


become ſpirituall , and rhar loſing all the feelings of their Materia, fe Tri 
they shallonly haverthe inclinations of the ſpirir, that they $hall fol- 'Augua:. 

low their ſoul withour trouble, and by an unconceiveable yy 

they $shali fly faſter then the winds, or lightening, that they sha 

picrcethe moſt ſolid things, and that being more ſubrill then flames 

of fire, z they $shall pencrrate even the ſubſtance, of the Heavens, 

they $hall shine with glory, and being more radiant rhen the Sun, 

they Shall fl] all parts with light. bur in the ſtate of fin, the ſoul aſ- 

fumed the qualirtes of the body, her love engaged her further in 

the Materia , then Nature had done; she made her Priſon more 

el er more obſcure, she loſt the lights she was infufed with- 

all,chat she might ſce no longer bur through the fenfes, and her 
Compliance with her ſlave did ſoalrer her Inclinations, as reflecting 

_=_ herſelf, she had much ado to belicve thar ſhe was yert ſpiritu- 

all. This violent, though irregular love was occaſionally the cauſe 

of good, and ferved the ſoul to free her trom the body, for Divine . 
Juſtice (which ofttimes makes ns find our Punishment in our faults) $5000 peecafe 
condemned 5 the foulto forego the body, as ſoon as she beganto jr Adan, xox 
loveit inexceſſe, the ſame ſin which did unirerhemdid by death di- _- = cnn 
videthem; their Chains grew weaker, as their affe&ion ſtrengthen- a, his 
ed, and when the ſoul had moſt paſſions torerein her body, she was immertaiizate. 
forcedro forſakeir : for when Originall righteouſneſſe was retreated 58 Rf lih5-ce 
the Elements beganto mutiny, Narturall heat uſurped upon the ra- ,,. cap... 
dicall moiſture, and all theſe contraries which lived in Peace, decla- | 
red open War, Nature was enforced to call in induſtry to her ſuc- 


cour, and tooke advice with Phyſick to appeaſeall her —__ 
l [- 
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diviſions ; but ſhe knew by experience, that loſing grace, ſhe had 
loſt all remedies, and that death was an incurable evill. Thus did 
mans life become a long ficknefle, in the which he was for ſome 
years preſerved by food, which could not notwithſtanding kee 
him from dying, his ſoul was fain to _— her care to detend her 
ſelf from death, and ſhe who by an uregular love was become Core 
porall, by a juſt puniſhment became mortal, for chough the ſoul be 
immortall in her ſubſtance, and that ſhe continues this adyantage c- 
ven in her very ſin, yer is ſhe puniſhe in her bodies death, ſhe is ſo 
well pleaſed with her Priſon, as ſhe loves the lothſomnels thereof, 
and ſhe is ſo.accuſtomed to ſerve; as ſhe abhors che very name of 
Liberty : ſhetreinbles when one ſpeaks to her of death, ſhe makes 
her fear appear upon the body, which ſhe in-animates, ſhe weeps 
through the eyes thereof, looks pale in it's vilage, ſighs by it's 
mouth: and in this mucuall ſuſpiration, a man cannot tell whether ir 
be the {out that is afflicted , or che body that complaineth, The evill 
bath ic's beginning in the body, but paſſerh into the * ſoul, it is the 
body that periſherh, butts the ſoul char ſuffercth, rhe body which 
corporaliumm 55 corrupt, but the ſoul which deſpairs: in fine it is upon the body 
f4/jronum tom - 6 SL . KEE WELLES 
uziove. Terr, £Dat death Exerciſcrh bis — bur it 15 che ſoul that is pierced 
deanima, Through with ſorrow. This 1s rhe bodies death , the ſouls puniſh- 
ment , and ewo guilty parties are puniſhed with one and the ſame 
{courge. | 
Bur this bodily death is the effe ofa ſpirituall death, which is 
eculiar tothe ſoul, and which though ir be 1nviſible ccafech not ro 
e veritable, this deathis nothing elte, but the privarion of Originall 
righteouſneſſe, which comnzits more outrges upon the ſoul, then 
natural dearh doth upon the body ;for man by loſing g:aceloſtall che 


r Igituy anima 
corpus oft, ex 


F Nin cupi- acvantages whereof Grace was the cauie, heceaſed ro be upon good 


ditativng fre Rn : | Ze 07% : 
a Terms with God, ' and began to be upon bad with himſels: all his 


rialaborarer, 7 Inclinations were Changed, all his enhightenings darkened, and all 
nibil nos cautia ]js faculties out of order; he could not conceive how being {till him- 
Juod comente- ſelf in appearance, he was no longer effetually fo, agd that, the 
res detineret; þ | I Sb | 

wibil bexe vo. fault which had drawn down Gods juſt anger upon his head, had 
luntati cx mala bereft him of all thoſe glorious Qualities which he. poſſeſſed with 
mn Innoccncy, he ſought himſelf our, and could nor find himſclt, he 
Auyuſt.liv. ds WaS aſhamed of. his bodies nakednefls, and aftraid of his ſouls miſery, 


Contin.c#p-3* he could not indure himſelf, when he yer loved himſelf better, by a 
FE ſtrange 
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ſtrange miracle, ſclt,caulc 
him proud, loaded him with confufion.: 


59 
f/cauſed hatred, aud the ſame fin which made 


He was ſenſible of all evilsat once, and paſſed in a moment, from 
ſupreame happineſle roextreamemiſery: we are not ſenſible of ſin, 
becauſe it is born with us, we are not ronched with the diſorders 
thereof, becauſe it fore-runsour reaſons, Nattireand fin are mutually 
confuſedin us, and nothing dothſo much comfort Qs 1n our musfor- 
runes, as that we havebcenalways unfortunate, If we have recourſe 
ro Grace in Bapriſine, tis of ſo nice a Nature, as it is undiſcernable, - 


and as we continue to find illuſions in our ſenſes, and revolts in ous 


Paſſions, we have much ado to Velteyc that Grace ſhould reign 
there where ſin doth yerlive: whenby a voluntary offence we loſe 
ir, we were hardly ſorry for the loffe of a thing, the Poſſeſſion 
whercofwe are hardly fenfible of, we muſt become convinced by 
reaſons before we: © be perſwaded ro believe that we are unfortu- 
nacepreſerving in our offence whatſoever we'ialue moſt in our In- 
, nocence, we cannot believe thar we are faulty; tor a Phyloſopher be. 
comes not ignorant, though he loſe Grace, a Prince though faqulry 
deſcendsnortrom:-his Throne, the avaricions rich man, augments 
his Revenue by continuing his uſury ; a proud man loſeth not his' 
grcatneſle, though he loſe humiliry, nor dotha fair woman loſe her 
beauty , though ſhe ſtain her honour. Our fins bereave us nor of 
our advantages; and finding no change neither in fortune, nor bo- 
dy, wecannot believe that any ſuch hach befaln us in our ſoul, if the 
ſame,ſin whereby weloſt Grace, had taken from us our health, we 
ſhould ſtrive morero preſerve our Innocence, and did Ctimes cauſe 
the fame diſorder in our conditions, as it doth in our ſouls, we- 
ſhould oft rimes ſee Phyloſophers ignorant, Kings without ſubjects, 


rich men ruined, proud men abaſfed, and fair women become ill-fa- , 


uoured ; bur allche loſſe being ſpirituall, ic is inſenſible and becauſe 
it leaves us whatever is moſt precious to us, we doubt whether it be 
true or no. 

The Pledges of Heaven which Gr:cegiveth unto us, the qualiry 
ofthe Children of., God which ſhe obceins for-us , the dignity of 
the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt which ſhe procures us, and the ho- 
nours of being the Mcmbers of Jeſus Chriſt, which ſhe acquires in 


our behalf, are the-advantages which we poſleſſe withour being ſen- 
ſible chereof;and which we loſe without fotrowing, Faith is requi- 
: ; : I 2 
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fiteto the knowledge of our ſouls health, and of ourlofle, and un- 
lefle we carefully enquire into our conſcience, hardly can' we know 
whether we be guilry or innocent, but Adam had all miſeries , pou- 
red downat once, upon him, his loſſe was not by degrees, as onrs 
is, it was great at the firſt, and if any advantages remain'd to him 
afcer his loſſe of favour, he needed new Grace to make good uſe 
thereof, he was ſadly ſenſible of the privarion, becauſe ir was gene- 
rall; he was ſo much the more unfortunate, for that his miſery ſuc- 
ceededa height of happineſs, and he had ſo much the lels reaſon of 
Comtforr, for that the faule which berefc him of righrteoufnes rook 
therewithall from him, allthat he was thereby indow'd-withall, - his 
ſoul found no longer any ſubmiſhon in her body, no more fairhfull- 
neſle in her ſenſes, nor obedience in her Paſhons, ſhe was forced ro 
encourage all their diforders, andro give lite ro Rebels, or ſuch as 
were guilty, ſhe felt her ſelf diſtrated by her own Inclinarions , and 


.,nort comprehend hoy being bur one in her Efleace, ſhe was divided 
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in her will: 


Bur nothing did ſo much aſtoniſh her, as to ſee that Rebellion: 
was ſpread abroad throughout her whole Empire, and rhar all her 
ſubjects were become Rebels, for her Paſhons which formerly fol- 
lowed her orders, now did nothing bur by theirown motions, they. 
waited no longer for Commands from reaſon, and conſulting whit 
nothing bur their own Intereſts, began to riſcas oft as they were ſo- 
licited either by Pleaſure or Profit toro do: if her ſenſes were not 
diſobedient, rhey were unfaithfull, and being corrupted by objects, 
mace her no* more true reports. Falth »2d entred into her by the 
eyes or by the cars, under the likeneſle of Truth, vice did: infinuate 
it zelf, intothem with moredelight then vertue, md theſe wicked 
Spies holding Intelligence wich the enemy, tooke Pleaſure when - 
once they had ſuffered themſelves ro be corrupted, to abuſe their 
Sovereign. | 

In fine, the revolt was fo generall as it pafſed even into all the 
parts of the body, the operations whereof being neceſſary, it -ſeem- 
cd they could not be irregular. Naturall Hear did no longer: perform - 
all ic's FunQions, and were it either chat had loſt ir's ſtrength, or - 
that ic found any reſiftance in. Food it. could not. pertectly digeſt 
nouriſhment : and crudicics were occaſioned thereby , which fur- 
niſhed marcer for ſickneſſes, Old age, which was a conſequence -of 
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this diſorder, tooke from her the uſe of her Members, and the ſoul 

was never more troubled then when ſhe found, thatan humour fal- 

ling upon the Nerues, hindred their motion , and cauſed Pain in 

chem, Man abhorred hinſelt, he ſaw wrinckles in his face , and he 

thought his death was not far off, when he ſaw his hair grow gray, 

that his cyes loſt their luſtre , thar his cars diſtinguiſhe no more of 

ſounds, and-thar his legs, grown weak, could no longer ſuſtain 

him. | 

Toall theſe evils that the ſoul of our firſt Father ſuffered after ha- 

ving ſinned, our diforders have added ſome more direfall , for rife 

ſoul ſcems only to be faſtened to her body, that ſhemay undergoa 

chouſand Puniſhments. Death preſents himſelf betore her, in a 

thouſand dreadfull ſhapes, every fickneſſeis a Torment, every part 

of the body is a place where Pain may aſſail her, the remedies 

which ſhe {ecks for tocure her, are new pains, and the very vercues 

which ſhecalsinto ber ayd, are ſo auſteer , as they of times ſend 

her back ro deſpair; ſomerimes ſhe changeth her diſeaſc into a reme- 

dy, & by an extravagancy which Natweteachech her,ſhe makes uſe 

of the 1igour of death againſt the miſceries of life. Though this blind - 
Fury * be always unjuſt, and that ir be not lawfull for any how un- 7, ©re ines 
happy ſoever, to haſten the hour of his death, yetir 1s a good proof jciuu mrs 
of the miſery of fintull man, and an excellent argument, to prove babco.Seneca. \ 
that the ſoul is very unhappy, fince ſhe finds no more wretched 

Phkace of abode, then her body: and that she refolveth ro loſe life 

that shemay recover her liberty, 


Pp OS 


The third Difcourſe. 


Of the weakneſſes which humane anderitanding 
hath contrafted by Sin. 


ſoul , it. is ar Jeaſt the moſt illuſtrious, it is the. Sun of our. 
ſoul which conveys light into the will, whichguides this blind 
Queen, which didtates her decrees unto her, which pronounceth 
_ them for her, and which ſerves her for an Interpreter when $he will | 
CX- 


F* the underſtanding be not the Nobleſt of all the faculties of the 
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expreſſe her intentions. tis this which ſcekerh out truth and finds it, 
which vaunts it ſelf robe to be the Farther of Sciences, and which 
ſolicired by admiration diſcovers the cauſes, the effects whereof $he 
hathobſerved , It is this which conceiveth the perfections of each 
Crcature ; and which without loſing ic {elf from the ſoul, hath the 
vertue of attracting objects, and ——— them into it's ſelf, 
thatir may know them, it makes the Sun deſcend from the Skie 
withour Magick 7 itmakes mertle riſe tromrthe bottom of Abiſſes, 
z Carminavel without violence , and diſlets whole Nature withuur the effuſion 
wa 4 a=50y þ ef bloud. It 15 this Noble taculty likewiſe which appears firſt in man, 
Vagil. © Whichentertains Company, and takesthe hearr, and which makes 
it {c]t be admired even by thoſe that docondemne it: bur though it 
rctein ſo many advantages as makes it be generally eftcemed of, yet 
hath it it's detects, and a man may eattly judge by the weaknefle 
thereof:thatas it had a great share 1n the fin of man, it had the like 
in his punishment, for co convince mans underſtanding, and oblige 
him to condemne himſelf, making him his own Judge, you need 
bur ſet Natureand Religion beforc him, and let him ſee the shame- 
full ſpots he hath contractedby fin, intheſe two faithfull looking- 

olaſles. 
Since it's Rebellion, it is becomeflave unto the ſenſes, and can- 
a Nibil eſt in not diſcover truth, but by their ® Inter medium. it is inwardly poſleſt 
mele«queds yith ignorance, it's cruelleſt enemy is ir's firlt hoſteſſe, it carryes it's 


ins. = butcher in it's boſome, and though nothing b1 z<ontrary unto itrifen 
crrour: yet nothing 1s more natural, it hath much ado to.rid it's hand 
thereof, and knowledge which promiſerh to free it of Errour is not 
got without much labour, it's roſes are mingled with thorns. Curi- 
olity isa Punishinent, and ut is diſputable; whether ſciences be not 
more troubleſome rhen the evils whereof they cure us. Colledges 
are thametull Priſons, the Maſters thereof are unſufferable Tyrants, 
» Notts and che Scholers unfortunates innocents to learn Sciences , we loſe 
ſabizcravitiz> COntent,and liberty, and our underſtanding is ſo out of the way as 
Tow ww be muſt be mace rocndure 2 great deal of cvill, beforc any good be 
nie done unto it, whatſoever cunning is uſed romake arts Þ pleaſing ut 
rox1a-wm qui- TOUS, they always coſt us tears, and that we may 1ce I2NOTance1s na- 
4 -ucongyg rura}l unto us fince weate become guilty, tis hardly driven away, 


C> dolor. Aug. in bur returns with caſe, | 
tnchirid.c.2 4. . But 
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But the rigour of our Puniſhment is the more augmented in that 
the underſtanding is enjoyned to employ unfaithfull Officers to be 
inſtructed by ignorant Maſters and robe led by blind guides. In the 
{tare of Innocence, truth as written by the hand of Naturein the 
bottom of our ſoule, knowledge was chereintoinfuſed, and was nor 
ſeduced by the ſenſes , the ſoul learne nothing of them , which ſhee 
knerv not before of her elf, ſhe was wiſe without rrouble or errour, 
and if ſhe made triall of hereyes oreares, 'ewas rather for recreati- 
on, then neceſſity : bur now Ignorance reigns in our underſtanding, 
and to overcome this Monſter, we muſt make uſe of our ſenſes which 
hold intelliger.ce with it, What Victory can a Prince hope for, who 
employs Rebels to defend his State, or to fight againſt his enemies, 
and what good {ucceſs can mans underſtanding hope tor , which is 
necefſirated to be inſtructed by Maſters which are as ignorant as irs 
ſelf, rhe lenſes perceive bur the appearances of things, their ſubſtan- 
ces are unknown unto them, their operations are uncertain,and they 
ſtand in need of Air or Light to be inform'd of the Truth. Tis true 
that the underſtanding examines their reports, but what judgement 
can one expe from onethar is ignorant ; what decree can a blinde 
Juagepronounce, whois inſtructed: only by corrupted witneſles ? 
who ſces not that this manner of proceeding is too ſevere not to be 
a punithment, and who will not confeſs that man is faulty , ſince he 
is ſo unhappy. 
Thoſe who undertake to defend him, ſay that the Underſtanding 
knowsthe Truth, by inſtin& , tharir is knowing without Art, and 
that as little Birds know their Dams by the voice,the underſtanding 
diſcerns Trath from Falſhood, and by a naturall judgement, embra- 
ceth theone , and rejectes the other : but to boot thar it 15 a kind of 
* Infamy to treat man as you would do beaſts,and to give him an in- « vawreium 
ſtin& who ought ro have reaſon, doe we not every day fee that he is ſciratia ne in 
aeceived in his diſcoveries , that thechiefeſt of Phyloſophers hath Me Term 5 
been forced tro confeſs, that there were more glorious falihoods then gc anima- 
truths, and more dark andobſcure truths then falſhoods. Harh nor 
errour morethart ſide with her, then her Enemy: Doth not thenum- 
ber of thoſe that are deceived exceed the number of the wiſe? and 
was it not requiſire'that God ſhould endue vs with the light of 
Faith, to free us from Impoſturiſine and Superſtition. : 


Icould excuſc the Ignorance of Humane underſtanding , were ie 
ET 6 _ nor 
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* not accompanied with diſquier, bur it can never beat reſt; all objeQs 


which preſent themſelves, awaken it, and by a preſumpruous vani- 


ty, it will make its weakneſs paſs for a mark of its greatneſs , ir 


d Irrequictum 
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boaſts that the nobleſt parts of the worldare always in motion, that 
if the earthbe fixt, tis becauſe it is heavy , that the heavens move 0- 
ver the heads only becauſe they arc light: but irs reſtleſneſs is a proof 
of its inconſtancie : were it more firm, it would be more ſtaid , and. 


had ir not loſt the higheſt Truth , ir would nor go inqueſt afterthe_ 


ſhadow thereof, irs diſquiet is both cheroken and puniſhment of irs 
fin, it can findenoreſt, becauſe it ſeeks not for in 4 God: ir is ſen- 
renced to eternall errour , becauſc it ſtrayed from irs principallob. 
jeR, and its perpetuall motion is not ſo mucha witneſs of irs vivaci- 
ty , asmiſery ; it alters only becauſetis poore, its 4ncigence is the 
caule of its agitation, and ſeduced by vain hope, it ſtill ſeeks after the 
the knowledge of good andevi!ll, which its enemy did promiſe icin 
Paradiſe : being more inconſtant then Prozhews in the Fable, it dif 
ouizeth ir ſelf in a thouſand ſhapes, bya dextericy which is injuri- 
ous to it,it adapts it ſelf roall things thar it would know , and recei- 
veth the Impreſſion of all the objects whichit conſidereth, when ir 
cannot arrive at their greatneſs, it abaſeth them, when it cannor deſ- 
cend to their lowlinefls, it raiſeth them up, and thus abuſing ic ſelf,jt 


- never arrives at theexact knowledge of Truth , it values chings that 
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are common, becauſe it ennobleth them, it inſpiteth high affairs, be- 
cauſe it undervalueth them , not conſidering that there is injuſtice in 
this way of proceeding, it obligeth the will to follow it's opinions, 
and enforceth this blind Queen, to love what ir puts an eſteem 
upon, and to hate what it deſpiſcth. 

All chis while it ſo badly judgerh the things which preſent chem- 
ſelves before it's eyes, as it always prefers Novelty bien Great- 
neſſe, and Raritie before Excellence : the © Sun ſeems nor to be 
ſo pleafing unto itin his Luſtre, as in his obſcurity he appears not ſo 
beauritull unto ir, jn his riſing, as in his fEclipſe, and by an inexculi- 
ble picce of Capriciouſneſs,ir doth not ſo much admire his beauty,as 
his blemiſhes. Though heriſe in Glory, though he equally diſpence 
his heat and light, though hego round the ſeaſons, ripen the fruits 
of the carth, and enrich Nature by his labours,our underſtanding va- 
lues him nor, but if he : grow dim at noon-day, if he ſtep in the 
midl(t of his carrecr, if the Moon hide him trom - 6 carth, ahd it he 
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who gives my +9 gs, begin! himſelf ro fainr, the-underftand- 
ing wonders rherear, alc anirregularity®before Common 
Miracles: it is notkmoreequitable init's orhetudements, it's unders 
valuation, is not better and it is caſic to_ 
obſerve thar ſo capricieusaJa 


ergrounccd rhen it's efte m 
Bur 1s 4&-4not.4convincmgiproo eofth *Hhat ic can do nothing of 

Great withoutbeing agitated, thar draws" its Force from its vex- 

ation, and'that"it dares under rake nothing of difficulcy tilt it bee 

out of it's ordinary ſeat, Poers droop; when-not enraged, wiſcdome 

is an enemyto their work, they mult * loſ&their wits tggetheat, ,, ,.,, boe 

and to learn the language of 'the Gods, chey-muſt forg er-rc 4 YX Greco Poet 


credimus, ali- 
quando & in- 
ſamire ſucun- 


eywere itrational, dum «ft ſve 


roade, and conquerors are only famous becauſe 

had Alexandexmeaſured#his forces withihis deſigns, he had neyer F!aroni /rufra 
conquered 4fix, and had'Teſar well 'confideredthe-difhculc of his — po 
enterprize, he had never aſſailed the Romane Republique: the un- pubr-: pue ari- 


derſtandings Nobleſt ſallcys are extravaginey*ir's Bouradoes are ©) nan 
berter rhen'it'sargumientarions *antſmais become ſo 'untortinate aig ove mir 
{ſince his fall; "that if he - willHundetrake' any thing memorable he” #14 dementia 


muſt forſake reaſon. In finey-Bolly'is ſo naturall unto*hiſty, a5 the {4 Xe» 1 
greateſt underſtandingsare the moſtirregulde, there isSnotany in the 114% (pro 


ceteros loqui, 


world without ſome mjxrure of Folly; wiſe men, and fools* 


nis mota ments 


of rhe ſame Tempergand that#malancholly which effects rhe rareſt 7 mom! 
things, is the ſame wich chat which" dorh the greateſt extravagan- & ſ#its con- 


cies z who ſees not thar mins underſtanding is corrupted, fince his *empfe in/'in- 

perteion conſiſts in hisdiforder, and-who willaat judge ſo miſc- — 

rable a Creature to be faulty, lince his-nobleſttzculticscannor at or, rc demuns 

unleſle they be Irregulat,® Pal t  Migee 0am 
But religion will furnift tter-reaſons of his weakneſſe; $1.1 Senec.. 

then Nature can. And we thall: many reaſons of Humiliation de tranquil. a- 

in grace, as in fin. All our remedies reproach@uwttmaladies, all the ©**: 

tavours Which we reccive from/heavertwirneſſe'our miſery, and one 

need but confider the manner of Gods treating 'wirh-men, ro know 

that man is Criminall. Faith dothnot ſomuchraiſe his" underſtan- 
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ding as ſhedgthabaſe ir: ſhe obligerh ir to believe what.ic cannor i + age 
coniprefhend yſhemilagles obſcuricy with all herighrs, ſhe ſeperares 7 __ 
. EE Weg” ne þ.--age obſequium fidei 

| pparent., ſhc cooume 


nandsmanto loſe his life, pojtotus. 
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not accompanied with diſquier, bur it can never beat reſt; all objes 
which preſent themſelves, awaken it, and by a preſumptuous vani- 
ty , it will make its weakneſs paſs for a mark of its greatneſs , ir 
boaſts that the nobleſt parts of the worldare always in motion, that 
it rhe earth be fixt, tis becauſe it is heavy , that the heavens move 0- 
ver the heads only becauſe they arc light: but irs reſtleſneſs is a proof 
of its inconſtancie: were it inore firm, it would be more ſtaid , and 
had it nor loſt the higheſt Truth , ir would nor go inqueſt afterthe 
ſhadow thereof, its difquiet is both thetoken and puniſhment of irs 
fin, it can ftindenoreſt, becauſe it ſeeks not for in 4 God: ir is ſen- 
renced to eternall errour , becauſz ir ſtrayed from irs principallob. 
je, and its perpetuall motion is not ſo mucha witneſs of its vivaci- 
ty , asmilery ; it alters only becauſetis poore, its incigence is the 
caule of its agitation, and ſeduced by vain hope,it ſtill ſeeks after the 
the knowledge of good andevill; which irs enemy did promiſe itin 


Paradiſe : being more inconſtant then Prozhews in the Fable, it dif- 


ouizeth it {clt in a thouſand ſhapes, bya dextericy which is injurt- 
ous tO it,it adapts it ſelf ro all thingsthar it would know , and recei- 
veth the Impreſſion of all the obzes whichir conſidereth, when ir 
cannot arrive at their greatneſs, it abaſcth them, when it cannor deſ- 
cend to their lowlinds.i raiſeth them up, and thus abuling ir ſelf,jr 
never arrives at the exa&t knowledge of Truth , it values ihings thar 
are common, becauſe it ennobleth them, it inſpiteth high affairs, be- 
cauſe it undervalueth them , not conſidering The there is injuſtice in 
this oo of procecding, it obligeth the will ro follow it's opinions, 


and enforceth this blind Queen, to love what it puts an eſtcem. 


upon, and to hate what it deſpiſcth. 

All this while it ſo badly judgerh the things which preſent them- 
ſelves before it's eyes, as it always prefers Novelty before Great- 
neſſe, and Raritic before Eacellence : the © Sun ſeems not to be 
ſo pleaſing unto itin his Luſtre, as in his obſcurity he appears not ſo 
beautifull unto ic, jn his riſing, as in his f Eclipſe, and by an inexcula- 
ble piece of Capriciouſneſs,tt doth not ſo much admire his beauty,as 


g So! ſpeiate- his blemiſhes. Though heriſe in Glory, though he equally diſpence 


16:1 nos habet 
nif cum defocit- 
Lana now pſe- 


his hear and light, though hego round the ſeaſons, ripen the fruits 
of the carth, and enrich Nature by his labours,our underſtanding va- 


Aumu nifls- Jes him nor, bur if he # grow dim at noon-day, if he ſtep in the 
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1 midlt of his carrecer, it the Moon hide him trom the earth, ahd if he 
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who gives life roall things, begin himſelf ro fainr, the-underſtand- 
ing wonders therear, and prefers an-irregularity; before Common 
Miracles: it is not moxeequirable init's orhexjudgments, it's under- 
valuation, is not bertergrounded rhen it's efteemy, and it is caſte ro 
obſerve thar ſo capriciousa Judge is-corrupred. 

But is it-not aconvincingproofevf this, that ic can do nothing of 
Great without being agitared, thar itfdraws its Force from its vex- 
ation,and that it dares under rake nothing of difficulty till ir bee 
out of it's ordinary ſeat, Poers droop, when-not enraged, wiledome | 
is an cnemy to their work, they mult » Joſe their wits roget-hear, |, ,y,,, ;.; | 
and to learn the language of the Gods, they-muſt forger*to ſpeak Greco Porce | 
like men. The greateſt men have vegaries which deſerve themame 9m, «- | 
of Folly, the Gallanteſt ations of antiquity, areout ofthecommon [.,;. ;,cue | 
roade, and conquerors are only famous becauſethey were irrational, dum « ſve 
had Alexander -meaſured/his forces with/his deſigns, he had never 5/29 74/8 
conquered Aſia, and had Czar well confidered the difhcult of hls —mongf . gol ; 
enterprize, he had never aſſailed the Romane Republique: rhe un- puve: five Ari. | 
derſtandings Nobleſt falleys are extravagant, it's Bouradoes are Mit nan 
better then' it's argumentations : andman'1s become ſo untortunate a fine =o 1" f 
ſince his fall; that if he will undertake any thing memorable he #14 demenciz | 
muſt forſake reaſon. In fine, Folly 1s ſo naturall unto-himy, as the — of uabee | 
greateſt underſtandingsare the moſt irregular, there is not any in the quiacs ſupra Sil 
world wichout ſome mixrure of Folly, wife men, and fools are made «eters !oqui, 
of the ſame Temper, and that*malancholly which effe&s rhe rareſt  +00ortarng q| 
things, is the ſame with that which doth che greateſt extravagan- ſta con- ' Io}: 
ciesz who ſees notthar mans underſtanding is corrupted, fince his tongs _ |; 


perfeRtion conſiſts in his diſorder, and who willgot judge ſo miſe- ,,7.:6. | 
rable a Creature to be faulry, fince his-nobleſt-facultics cannot act or, tunc demun: '. 
| 
f 
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unleſſe they be Irregular, 4 » ENF Eerrna z 
grandius ore | | 


But religion will furniſh vs with better reaſons of his weakneſle; yrs. Scnec. 
then Nature can. And we ſhall find as many reaſons of Humiliation de rranquil. a- 
in grace, as in ſin. All our remedies reproach@urt maladies, all the Te 
favours which we reccive from heaventwirneſſe our miſery, and one {'} 
need but confider the manner of Gods treating with men, to know | | 

4 f 


that man is Criminall. Faith doth nor ſo much raiſe his | underſtan- 
ding as ſhedothabaſe it: ſhe obligerh ir to believe whar ic cannot i captiverces 


comprehend, ſhe mingles obſcurity with all herlighrs, ſhe ſeperares rw i 
Certain 'trom 11 tis apparent, ſhe commandsmanto loſe his life, Apoſlolas. | 4 


" 
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Of the Corruption of 


*n maintcinance of his belicfe, and ſeems to have a deſign to make 
him irrationall, thathe may become believing 4 He is not more ad- 
vantazed by revelations, or cxtaſics, then by Faith, all of them diſ- 
cover unto him his weakneſle, and reach himtharro underſtand the 
« 5 Þ things whicharc of God, he mult raiſe himſelf above himſelf. Pro- 
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NE, Paccicisa kind of maineſſe, andextaſic * isan alienation of the un- 
» 1; ſui derſtanding: the Prophet who fore-ſees rhings to come; forſakes 
; mp5 thelaws of wiledome, He is tran{ported when he pronounceth O - 
7 4. macles,and he ccaſerh to ſpeak likea inan, when he ſcrves God for an 
name Tnterprecer, Revelation enlightens the underſtanding, bur in dil- 
; krone 6 covering thetruth unto ic, it upbraids it with Ignorance, it is more 
predicuntſurs- Paſſive then active, and the heavens which will humble itin rhe rai- 
a, camtetui {ing of it up, have oft times choſen the rime of ſleep ro acquaiar it 
Deo cor 174m with their will; for whilſt che ſenſes arc lull'd a fleep; thar the ima- 
tur. Navb, in ; : ; 2 * . þ x 
myer. gination 15 arowfie or irregular, «chat the underſtanding is ar 
reſt, God is plcaſed to diſcover untoit his myſteries,rothe end, that 
it may know that this enlightening is extraordinary, and that it wax 
not proud of an advantage whichic only receives, then when ir can- 
not beg ir. | 
Repentance and Sacrifice whichare therwo chicf means whereby 
to obtein pardon tor our offences, are {ſtrong proofs of our miſery , 
torthey are both of them injurious to us, the one upbraideth us with 
our Crime, che other with our Inconſtancy, the one teacheth us that 
| Scrificium WCAarc faulty, the other aſſures us that we are fickle; the victime 
ita eſt inftirn. ſuffers ! rhe death which we deſerve, and with it's bloud waſherh 
tn ad doin theearth which our fins have ſullyed: we learn by it's dying voice 
loom appet> chat liaving not ſufficiear merit to ſatisfie Gods juſtice, weare bound 
letur in [crip- TO offcr up unto him borrowed, facritices, and to ſeeke tor that from 
EI? without us V. ich we cannor-find jinour ſelves. Repenrance is our 
wm Maxine of INN 25 Cas Our reincdy, forin this {fort of ſacrifice, » our ſouls 
eninfiein- health is only grounded upon our inconſtancy ; unleſſe we can 


purie penafe. change, we cannot repent, it we had the conſtancy of Angels, we 


ciffe ; nee qu #- 


mm o1a:17 {hould have the opiniatrecy of Devils, and were we more ſtable in 
effcitu grim .v% 156004, we ſhould be more obſtinate in what is evill. Divine 


Ls 7» od Boot Int __ q 
jfy _—_ me! huzbancerh our defaults ro convert us, but atthe ſame time, 
eieduritur,S:- £11951 dorh Us a tavour, it reproacheth us, and reacheth us thar rhe 
n c.lid.tac. wo.k of 03r Satvaiion is aneffet of our weakneſſe:and irs goodneſs, 


c5. lee no mai then hereafter boalt hunſelFof his advantages, after ſo 
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publicka proofe of his miſery , let him acknowledgethat he is to- 
tally corrupred by fin,that God hath found nothing in him whereby 
fitterro ſave him, rhen his Inconſtancy, and that he was pleaſed the 
vertue w<* ſhould expiate his fins,ſhold be grofided upon his levity. 

Thovgh all theſe reaſons do ſufficiently manifeſt thecorruption 
of humaneunderſtanding, thegreateſt of our myſteries is notwith- 
ſtandingrthe ſtrongeſt prooofe thereof, ® and the Incarnation of our 
Saviour CaurIsr doth moſt-evidently teſtific ic, for that 
proud underſtanding which pretendedro beas knowing as God, hath 
nor beenable fince his fall ro form a true Idea thereof, it hath made 
Gods of all Creatures, it hath offered Incenſe to the workmanſhip 
of it's own hands, and built Temples ro it's Anceſtors, or to it's 
Kings, after having taken them from their Graves, It hath ſuffered 
i ſelf robe ſo guided by ſenfe,as it harh bin able ro conceive nothing 
bnt ſenfible Gods, and whatſoeverhad not a bodily ſhape ſeemed to 
I, unworthy of adoration. This belict was fo univerfall as the Jews 
could not fencethemſelves from it: all rhe miracles of Egypt, and of 


the Deſert could nor free them/from fuperſtition,and after having 


ſcen,as many prodigics asthey had received favours they became I- 
dolaters. God lived withthe , co asa Sovereign doth with his ſub- 
jects, and gaveoft times fenfible proofs of his preſence. He divided 
theſeato Ra them ar liberty, he clove rocks to quench rheir thirſt, 
made Mannafallin the deſerrs to appeaſe their hunger, uttered his 
oracles by the Mouth of his Prophets to inſtru them, mace the E- 
lements tight to defend them, ordered their Troops and gave the 
word to their Commanders to encourage them ro combact, yer did 
this people deſpiſe hisgreatneſſe; ſo many Miracles could not turn 
them from Idolatry: After having obtcined ſo many victorics, and 
triumphs fromheaven, they ſought tor Gods on earth, and belicying 
moreintheir ſenſesthen in their judgments, they adored men whom 
they ſaw dic, unleſſe the Devil which tempted man in Paradiie had 
corrupt& his anderſtanding ,* ſo monſtrous a crrour could nor 
have had -ſo-many partakers, and had not blindacilebeenthe puniſh- 
ment of ourſin, ſo fearfull a diſorder, could nor have fo long reign- 
cd inthe world: but ifrhe Malady was ſtrange, was notthe remedy 
very extraordinary; for to aifabuſe humane underſtanding, * the 
Sonne of God mult accomodate himſelfto the weaknefle thereof, to 
reſtore unto himthe knowledge of God, which he had loſt, Chriſt 
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muſt rake upon him a body, and ſuffer his bright Sun-ſhine to be 
ſhadowed, that he may become viſtale: God. became man, to win 
men; heabaſed his greatneſſe ro make it be known, he darkned his 
own light to lightea us, and un-rob'd himſelf of his | tao to Pur- 
chaſclove.In fine,by an exceſle of Wa changed mans faulc in- 
igion , and cloathing him- 
ſelf with Mortall Nature, he ſuffered him to adore a man, and to 
performe his maſt juſt duty, by ſatisfying his moſt unjuſt delire. Ir 
was by this means that God did draw us out of errour, he hath freed 
vs, by fi:ting himſelf ro our Igaorance, he hath made us ſpirituall b 
making himſelf ſenſible, andco ſay all in a word, by making himſelt 
man he hath made us Gods, bur if chis myſterie declare unto us the 
g00dneſſe of God, doth it nor diſcover unto us the miſery of man: 
and if it make us admire the Inventions of his Providence, doth it 
not make us blame the blindneſſe of our unerſtanding, which ne- 
ver knew God fo well as when he became Morcall? and which ne- 


ver conceived the true Religion ſo well, as when Religion put on 
the appearance of ſuperſtition? 


The fourth Diſcourſe. 
. That there ts no Errour into which humane un- 


derſianding hath not plunged it ſelf, 
fonce the State of ſan. f 


I ofophers have madean [doll of ' humane underſtanding, 
they have given it prayſes in their Writings whichappertein 

- only ro God nor confideri.1g thatit is a ſlave to the body, and 
thar it cannot work but by the Organes thereof, they have endea- 
voured to make it have no dependancy upon fortune, & to raiſe it a- 
bove Nature: they fanciedto themſelves, that humane * yaderſtan- 
ding, hadan intuſed knowledge; and har ir did ſo readily conceive 
all things, as it might eaſily be diſcern'd ir did not learne them, bur 
recallthem into memory. They feign'd that it had the ſeeds of all 
vertues, and that by being carefallin the improoving of them, twas 
caſte ro make it perteMly vertuous, they perſwaded themſelves that 
Ir had I:ght enough ro diſtioguiſh berween Truth and Falſhood, 


that 
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that it was naturally pious, and that Religion was engraven in the 
oround-work of it's eſlence: but certainly we muſt have loſt the re- 
mainder of our underſtanding, if we obſerve not the fallacy of their 

maximes, Ignorance 1 is naturall ro che underſtandins, the wiſeſt 

Phyloſophers have complainedrhar ſcience was long, lite ſhort, and 

that we were ſurprized by death, before we could be learned. Avi/to- 

tle compared theunderſtanding to a Painters cloath, which may in- 

deed receive all manner of colours from the Painters hand , bar 

which not havingany one of ir ſelt, cannot become a Picture, with- 

out the Painters help. Humane underſtanding may acquire know- 

ledge, bur poſſefſerhnone, and the difficulty char goes to the -learn- 

ing of it, isafufficient proofe that there goes ſomewhat more to ir, 

then bare remembrance. 

Mans fin deſerved puniſhment, and for his deſire of roo much 
knowledge he was adjudged to remain ignorant ; for as a diſorderly 
deſire of greatneſſe threw him head-long into miſery, and as his im- 
moderate deftre of living always made him die, his unjuſt thirſt af- 
ter knowledge, made him fall into blindneſſe and ignorance: We 
are born with this puniſhment, Errour is an hereditary evill as well as 
{in,and asall rhe ſons of Adamare guilty, they are all ignorant, If we 
want Maſters to teach us, this evill grows with us, and thinking to 
get more light, we engage our ſelves in new darkneſſes. Tis the 
firſt piece of Art the Devill uſerhro undo us: he blinds our under- 
ſtanding, to corrupt our Will ; and throws us into errour that we 
may fall into f1n, we have two Enemies which ſet” upon us at una- 
wars, the ignorance of things which we ought to do, and the de- 


fireof what we ought to ſhun: thele rwo evils draw on two others, 


tor ignorance producerh errour: and defire ſorrow. We ſpend our 
whole life in this Conibat, and very well knowing that we cannot 
ucterly defeat thete rwo powerfull Enemies, we think our ſelves 
happy enough if wecan bur weaken them. We expect the victory 
and Triumph-in-Heaven, and knowing that we cannot beconquerors 
on earth, we are there content with Combat. ! Thus do the great- 
teſt Saints beg of God,that he wilbe their ſcrength, and light, rhar 
as light he may diffipare their darkneſfe andas ſtrength ſuſcein their 
weakneſſe, a man muſt be as blind, as proud ro diſpute theſeTruths, 
and winlefſe we: will ſide with that proud Sect, which would not ac- 
knowledge any faujr ia man, that they might not be bound to cor- 
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70 Of the Corruption of 
ret ir, we mult confeſſe that Ignorance and weaknefle, are equally 
naturall ro us: the firſt is ſeen in all actions, Nature, Morality, and 
Religion furniſh us wirhas many proots thereof as they give us In- 
{rru&t10ns. 

 Forthough Nature be nor jealous of her works, though ſhe free- 
ly expoſeal] her beauties to our eyes, and that ſhe diſcover unto us 
her rareſt products, who is hethart knowethall her ſecrets? though 
the heavens be extended over our heads, who knows whereof they 
be Compoſed? though the Sun riſe, and ſer every day, who knows 
his Influences, and Motions? though the eazth bring forth her flow- 
ers under our feet, and ripens her fruit betore our eyes, who knows 
what art it uſech to give them thcir ſeverall colours? who knows by 
what ſecret vertue Nature changeth earth into gold, and taking trom 
it's impurity, gives it that glittering Luſtre, which makes the finall 
ornament of all ovr workmanſhip? Whocan comprehend. how the 
dew congeals into pearl, how the water t hickens into Chryſtall, and 


' how becomming lolid, ir continues ſtil] tranſparent ? who can give 


a reaſon for thele naturall Miracles, which we negle&t only becauſe 
they are too common? who knows why ſtraw being ſo Cold as that 
ir preſerves Icein the midſt of Summer, is yet ſo hot as thar it ripens 
fruit even inthe midſt of winter « Doth nor Amber and the Load- 
ſtone make all Phyloſophers wild ? and theſe Miracles which come 
{o neer our {enſes, do they not confound our underſtanding? we ſee 
all things, that know nothing , we have the uſe of the Elements, 
bur not the. knowledge of them , Whatſoever entertains our 
vanity , accuſeth 'us of blindneſſe, and whatſoever ſerves for di- 
verſion to our eyes or ears upbraids our underſtanding with Igno- 
rance. 

Morality confirms this truth as well as Nature doth: for though 
ſhe undertake roenlighren mans underitanding, and ito rule his will, 
though the boalt ro make manan Angell, ww to take from him all 
the feelings of the fleſhand bloud, doth ſhe nor lay open unto him 
his ignorance, when ſheinſtruſerh him and doth ſhe not ſhew that 
he is blind, in offering her ſelf tobe his Guide and Miſtris ? tis truc 
that he may glory, that he himſelf hath formed her who teacheth 


him, and to be his Miſtreſſes Maſter, ſince ſhe hath no Maximes, 


vi hich arc not the Inventions of the underſtanding. But this his vain 
glory t5 very is very ill grounded , and Morality is a bad proofe of 
his 
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his ſufficiency, * ſince ſhe her ſcltis ſofull of erronrs, and doubts: 
For what isrhat Truth which Phyloſoptters#@t{pure not about? in- 
ro how many Sects have they divided themſelves ? on whar prin- 
ciples do they agree to eſtabliſh their Maximes? and what propofirt= 
ons have they put forth, which they themſelves have not croſſed or 
cain-ſaid? hath not every one of them made unto themtelves a diffe- 
11ng 1dea of Happineſle © And this point; which is che ground work 
of Morall Phyloſophy, hath ir not been the riſe of all cheir diſpures? 


Ariſtotle made it to conliſt in the knowledge ofthe Summun Bonum,. 


Seneca in the poſſeſſion of Vertue, and Fpicurms in the enjoying of 
Delight, | 

Bur do notall ſinners make a patty in Morality , and do not their 
Inclinations form as many ſeveral Sets: do not the Ambitious place 
their felicity in Glory, the Curious in Novelty, the Avaritious in 
riches, and the unchaſt in love? If men cannot agree in their choile 
in the Summum Bonum, how will they agree in the definition of Ver- 
tue? this indeed is the rock of all Phyloſophers, and ic ſcems that 
following their Inclinations, rather then their judgments : they 
would make vertues of all vices, which they delighted in, fins againſt 
Nature have not only been excuſed, but even highly commended 
in their ſchools. Socrates the Stoicks God,andrhe only juſt man who 
all Phyloſophers oppoſe to our greateſt Saints, did nor he love Alce- 
biades ? the Praiſes which he giues him in P/ato, do they not traſt of 


wantonnelſle, doth he not ſeen asif he made loveto a Miſtry? and 


the Panygericks which he makes of his good behaviour, and beaury, 


dothey not afford us reaſon of ſuſpition ; whether it were his body 
his mind that he was moſt in love withall. 

Is not Pride and madneſle the ſoul of all the Stoicks vertue 7 "doc 
not they compare their wiſe men with their Fupiter ? ao they nor 
make a God of their Zero? and as oft as they pur their Gods & Ma- 
{ters together in ballance,do not they prefer thoſe who firſt formed 
their proud Phyloſophy? would not Epricurivs make vertue a tlaye 
to voluptuouineſle, and according to Sexeca's one opinion, is he not 
guilty of having endevourcd to ſer the {crvant, and the Sovereign 
uponthe {ame Throne? Is nor Platoa pleaſant Dreamer, who taſts 
moreof the Poer, then of the Phyloſopher ? we reverence his Dil- 
ciples, only becauſe chey eadevourto heighten themſelves by ſcray- 
Ng out of the way, it we puta valuation upon thein, tis becanie rw 
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have taken a more obſcruce path, then others, and char quitting rea- 
ſon and judgment : (whietrare mens guides) they would raiſe them- 
ſclvcs upeven unto the height of Celeſtiall intelligences, bur into 
viarerrours have they head-long fallen? what Fables * have they 
mingled with their ſuperſticicioas? whart reaſons have they invented 
to excale uachilt l>ve? wat Cananng have tagy mide uſe of to e- 
ſtabliſh ir's Empire? and with whar impiety have they gone about 
ro per{wade us that God lay hidden 1n his Creatures? and that who- 
ſoever loved beauty in women, or goodneſle in inen, loved the Ima- 
oc and ſhidows of the Diety. Tae Academicks appeared to bea 
lictle more ract nal, rhe beſt-Ancient wrs have fided with them, 
or been their Diſciples, Cicero and Yirez/, (the r:reft Ornaments 
of the Romane Republique) tollo.ved their Maximes: they were 
notſo proud as the Sroicks, nor {o poorly minded as the Epicurians, 
yetthcy held Paradoxes winch jultled Truth as well as reaſon, they 
allowed ot {in under * che name of vercue , and when they wanted 
Patience. or ſtrength to keep back grief or forrow, they betook 
themſelves to deſpair: In fine, all theſe Phyloſophers pertook of 
of the {ins of the people; they were not lefſe Idolarers , though 
they had greater Lights, and making policy of Religion, they wor- 
ſhipped the Gods of their Wives =. Children: they in their wri- 
tings made Panygericks tothe Divine Eflence, and in rheir Towns 
they creed Temples roevill ſpirirs, they were Chriſtians in their 
ſpeeches, bur Infidels intheir Actions: they had good conceptions, 
bur committed bad deeds, they knew God becauſe they could not 
be ignorant of him, and they offended him, becauſe rhey had not 
the courage toſerve him. 

My4aſt proof wherewithall to confound the pride of humane un- 
derſtanding, and romakeitconfeſle tharir is guilty, fince ignorant, 
I will borrow from Religion the, Scripture, and Divinity teacherh 
vs, that man bears the Character of God, being formed after: his 1- 
mage, he cannot ſee himſelf without diſcerning his Author, this 
firſt glimpſc of light cannot be defaced, all the darkneſfle of errour 
cannor obſcure it, and when man conſults with his conſcience or 
reaſon, he is by them inſtruced that there can be bur one » God. 
Without the help of Phyloſophers, or Inſtruers, he knows this 
Truth, and when he ſuffers Nature to ſpeak through his mouth 
upon this Lubject, ſhe pronounceth Oracles, and utters no fal > 

| thus 
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thus when the. Pagans were ſurprized with any Canger, and thar 
in{tint did in them prevene reatoning, they implor'd the ſuccour 
ot thetrue God, they ſpake the language of © Chriſtians, nor think- 
ing of it, and concemned the worſhipping of Images of which the 
{oul of their Religion was Compoled, The firſt Fathers of the 
Church oppoſed them with this reaſon. Tertullian deitghts to ler 
them ſcerhar they were only Idolaters ti. en, when they ute violence 
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to Nature, and that they ſtifled her reſer.tn;ents, to follow thoſe of din anin.z. 


{uperſtition: bur when they ſuffered themſelves robe led on by opi- 


nton, Or example, there was no Errour which they did not embrace 
nor no ſo infamous creature to w<b they did nor with their mouthes 
make vows, and offcr Incenſe with their hands. The * Z2yptians 
who vaunted themiclves to be the Fathers of all Sciences, worthip- 
ped Onions, good ſtore of Gods grew in gardens; Labourers few 
boaſt rhat in manuring of che Earth, they gave their Princes Gods, 
and that their Canonizing Cid not ſo much depend upon the Peo- 
ples conſent, as upon hu<sbandry and Labour. The® Romans whom 
time oughtto have poliſhed, and Phyloſopiy civilized , made Gods 
of all things, War, and Peace, had Temples in their Republique : 
all the paſſions were there adored, the moſt infamors ones were 
there ſacrificed unto, and theſe People ow'd all their glory to their 
valour,forbore not to offer ſacrifices to Fearand ſhame,the 1gnorance 
of Phyſitians, and the weakneſſe of thoſe that were ſick, procured 
thelike honour to Agues, the firs whereof, redoubled firs, and inter- 
miſſions, were the myſteries which made ir be adore, In tine, their 
Canonizing, became ſo common, as the wiler ſort did cclpile it, 
and ſeeing that 17ſe&ahad their Altars, they thought it ro be more 
honourable ro be manthen God. Thelercaſons may ſuftice to bear 
down the Pride of humane underſtanding, and to make it conteſle 
that Errour is very naturall untoit: ſince that nor being ablero com- 
prchend the unity of God, it could not know the molt glorious 


Truth of all others, 
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thus when the Pagaxs were ſurprized with any Cdanger, and thar' 

inſtint did in them prevene rea{oning, they implor'd the ſuccour 

of thetrue God, they ſpake the language of * Chriſtians, not think- 20 !imen'au 
ingot it, and condemned the worſhipping of Images of which the 772 9595 
toul of their Religion was Compoſed, The hrſt Fathers of the = Chew cf 
Church oppoſed them with this reaſon. Tertullian delights to ler ff amen 
them ſcerthat they were only Idolaters ti.en, when they uſe violence (rifiarorm: 
ro Nature, and that they ſtifled her reſer:tnents, to follow thoſe of _ ; 
ſuperſtition: bur whenthey ſuffered themſelves robe led on by opi- 

nion, or example, there was no Errour which they did not embrace 

nor no ſo infamous creature to web they did not with their mouthes | 

make vows, and offer Incenſe with their hands. The * F2yprians 20h 
who vaunted themſelves tobe the Fathers of all Sciences, worthip- aſa in - 
ped Onions, good ſtore of Gods grew in gardens; Labourers mich _ ——_ 
boaſt that in manuring of the Earth, they gave their Princes Gods, * 

and that their Canonizine did nor ſo much depend upon the Peo- 

ples conſent, as upon husbandry and Labour. The® romans whom nrnra — 
time ought ro have poliſhed, and Phyloſophy civilized , made Gods -——rongreggtet 
of all things, War, and Peace, had Temples in their, Republique : 77 © Feb« 
all the paſſions were there adored, the moſt intamors ones were > ure” 
there ſacrificed unto, and theſe People ow'd all their glory to their wmſederimi- 
valour, forbore nor to offer ſacrifices to Fear and ſhame,the ignorance vention. 
of Phyſitians, and the weakneſſe of thoſe that were ſick, procured "> Rs < 
thelike honour ro Agues, the firs whereof, redoubled fits, and inter- I 
miſſions, were the myſteries which made it be adored, In tine,their 
Canonizing, became ſo common, as the wiſer ſort did ceſpiſe it, 

and ſeeing that Inſe&4 had their Altars, they thought it to be more 

honourable ro be manthen God. Thelereaſons may ſuffice to bear 

down the Pride of humane underſtanding, and to make it confeſſe 

that Errour is very naturall untoit: ſince that nor being ableto com- 

prehend the unity of God, it could not know the molt glorious 
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The fifth Diſcourſe. 


That reaſonin Man, # become blinde, and a 
ſlave, ſince ſinne. 


Hyloſophy being the Daughter of reaſon, we muſt not won- 
dcr,it ſhc defend hier mothers intereſt, and if ſhe employ all 
her cunning in excuſing her faults who gave her life: for pre- 
ſently afrer our loſle, reaſon invented Phyloſophy, and builr this 
ſtarely Edifice upon theruines of innocency, ſhe drew her chietc ad- 
vantages trom the light which God had infuſed into the ſoul of 
c Utinam quzmn Adam, the did imbelliſh ir wich the moſt precious remainders of 
* admodun uzi; Originall righreouſneſſe, and taught her all thoſe gallant Maximes, 
verſmurdife- hich ſhe had learnt from Angels in the earchly Paradiſe ; In fine 
ade Reaſon did deck'« Phyloſophy in lo becomming an array, as ſhe be- 
Phyloſoprie:ozr came 1n-amcr'd of herbeauty, ſhe made thereof a falſe Diery, and 
peſſee nobis o- vhilſt theblind people offered Incenſe to the workmanſhip of their 
as ne Ange own hands, the haughty Phylofophers adored the workmanſhip of 
relexinſuiad- their own heads, and raiſed Phyloſophy above Religion . This 
mirathenem T4: d1ugheer was not ungratefull, and roacknowledgethe fayours which 
-—r—_ {h: had received from her Mother, ſhe gave her all the praiſes which 
d Laudain ho her vanity could no: aſpire unto: ſhe made herro be mans Summumn 
mine quod 1% Bopum, the guide of his life, the Mitr's of all the vercues, and Queen 
BT 1 ofoafions, ſhe increnchc upon the rights of Grace and Faith . ro 
efari quod pro P ) . : } © JaCC AN alt 1, 4 
priwm eſt bami- make her more 1lluſtrio:'s , and endevoured to perſwade her Diſt i- 
mis. 4 plcs,* that to be rationa}!, was ſufficient to be happy: All Phyloſo- 
—_ ay FN phers have uſed this Language, their writings are Panyzericks of 
animo prrſir. reaſon, ard cohe'r them ſpeak, you would think this Idol} were the 
Senec Epit-4t only Diety th:t is to beadored. Sencca is never Ile ritionall then 
Eon: When hedefends reaſors 1de, the juſtice of his cauſe m3kes him in- 
recedesnon mel {Olent, © 10 pre'crvehis parties advantages he aſl. i!s Relt2ion, and to 


tatedii amen heighten mans dignity, he abath Gods Majeſty: he will have his 
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T15 true that theſe Blaſphemics arc intermingled wich ſome rati- 
onall Praiſes: for heis not deceived when he ſays that reaſon is mans 
proper good, that all thele are ſtrangers to him, and that noughr 
ought to beeſteemed in man, fave wit one cannor give him: the rich- 
cs which he poſleſlech, are not his; the beauty of his Palaces, great re- 
venues, number of his flayes, or vaſſals, and the glory of his Appa- 
rell, are advantages which he may loſe when fortune ſhall ceaſe ro 
fxvour him. To know his happineſſe he muſt know his deſert and ro 
know if he be fortunate, he mult inquire whether he be rationall or 
no,tcaſon is the moſt ancient and mot illuſtrious of all his Qualirics, 
he cannor loſe it without changing Nature, and ifhe do nor preſerve 
this priviledge, there is no creature in the world which is not richer 
then he, forit he think to ground his happinels* citherone {trength, 
or courage ; there is neither Tyger, nor Lion, which will not diſpute 
the buſineſs with him, if he will boaſt of his height. Treesare highe! 
and much more ſtreight, and it he glory in his beauty, I know not 
whether Peacocks 1n the glory of their Plumes will give way to him 
or no, if he take Pride in his voice, he will be enforced ro conteſſ* 
that Dogs haveit more ſhrill then he, Bulls more ftrong, Nightin- 
gales more ſ\vcer and pleaſing. If he boaſt of his Activiy, Horſes, 
and Harts wil ſhame him,and' unlefle he place his greatneſs in his rea- 
ſon, he muſt confefs that Nature hath not Cealt fo favourably with 
him as with beaſts. Indeed, it is Mans Glory, and chictcſt difference, 
tis that which gives hum the Command over all Creatures, and 
winch makes him be the Image of God, andif a body would know 
his greatneſs, we muſt not ask whether he be Lord of large Ternt9- 
ries, whether he command over many People, whether ic diſtributes 
juſtice in a Throne of Gold, whether he lyc in a bed of Ivory, or 
whether or no he drink in aglaſs of Chriſt il; but witether his rezfon 
be nor aflave to his Paſſions, * and witether or no his novleſt part, 
hith preſerved its authority: this weak reatoning hath prevailed fo 
far with men, as that there are many in Chriſt:ndome, which love 
much better tobe reatonable, then tait'1tull, and who t:ke more care 
to inform their judgments then thcit belict: they content themſelves 
with the name of Phyloſophers, not pretending to the quality of 
Chriſtians, and {o longas they af-{ubje& rhe body to the ſoul, they 


do not greatly care whether they ſubmic cheir ſoul ro God or no. 
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N ot! —— all chis, reaſon wants not her weaknefles being 


Of the Corruption of 


bliad the neces a gu de, and * the end that the, wander -not out of the 
Wiy , the my aſt bel a by Faith: {1n put out her eys, when the 'became: 


ſIiv2t TLEreunt F(c tumble ce upon the Truths tis by bap-hazard: 
and the © ought rather to praiſe ner Fortune for it,then her tore-fight, 
Tl lis Ex = rO0k fron _ bot'1 her Light and Strenzch together, 
{112 2! ”_ vw = to the weakeſt on-lets, the leaſt refiitance aſto; xithech 
her :ndas foon asthe —_ Ons or ſenſes e1ve againſt her detigns, 
—_p changet') 32M as MUCH OUT of weaknefle as Complaceacy : 
ſeryitade infues het act, its FOr Waen the hath once given way to, the 
violence of Pulflons, theſe Rebels grow upon her and take herweak- 
nel: fr {1 r20f the ir Power, 1 acti: ous People being tor the mott 


patint-lnt, tlicic fore cc thcir SOVereign to defend tact fide, they 
make ulc of their Creutt wo authorize their revolt , and abule even 
the naine of reton thereby to deſtroy her Empire. This 1s a prevail- 
no Miſchiefia moſt men, who inthcir oreateſt undertakings conſult 
only with the! one inclinations. T key act either through ambirion 
or love, thcir motive is ei.her Pleaſure or Glory, and the Paſſion 
which poſlefleththem 1s always the Primwum Mobile which hurries a- 
bout all the faculrics of cheir ſoul, Reaſon hath no other employment 
then to feck Our pictences to excule their defigns, and this Sovereign 


15 reduced to the neceffity of favouring the diſorders of theſe her w- 


bcihous tJaves: it the ſoncumes defend her ſelf, againſt ambi:1on or 
love, tis that the may be overcoine by Grief, by : an Erronious PIECE 
of Pradence, * the tOreices her mifciuct before it happen, and by an 
anzerſome remembrance, the aftiicts her ſelf when. it is gone, One 

and the ſame cvill n NaKC) her three ti nes miſerab! e, and he employ cs 
all rhe Chiterence SOETLMESEO MNCTC tc ncr diſlikes, the dreads then 
before their birth, reicears then d: Ir11g their life, and remembers 
vaen they are Gead: for experience reacheth us, that reaſon 
whicaought toappeale our evils, dothircitate them, and that after 
having well ciſcuſt themarrer, we ate forced to have recourſe to ig- 
norant mens remedie , and to cure that with tune, which we could 
not _ Phyloſophy. 

215 not much Inore lucky, i in the guidance of 01 Ir actions, then | 
inthe curing of our Maladies , for though the boaſt her {elf to be 
tc ſoul of Policy, and | rofurnith Morality with all thoſc braye Max- 
uncs 


call opinions, the is obliged to forſake the Phylolophers Part, and to 
\ $* wy f 
embrace the opinion of the Pyrrhonians, What clteem can one put 


ou. tr ft9 ne ee 


imes which makes Families fortunate, the is ſo little equail, as what 


+}, \N "_ 
tact, Laws, 


hz approves of in one countrey, the condemns 1 ann 
which ! are the mcer work of reafon, ditter more thea Climartes. ! $7 oy 
© ft at San - £35 . - ; to gant ien orcs , 
What 1 permitted in Africa, O torbidden in Europe, what SG: amnrjuncccd 
counted a vertue in France, is 4 VICE In Germany. Every Nation hath ratioze confte- 
it's ſeverall Cuſtomes, and oft times in the fame State and under the #5 9% cs 
aue frodlds uM. | 


Natur ( by S1Hme. ” | ) 


ſme King, every Province hath it's peculiar Fathions, Realon puts Tertul.sc c - 
lor ſelf intoa hundred ſeverall thapesto detend them , and when 10va Siilie, 

thce confers them together, thee doth like thoſe wicked Jucges 

who make both Parties hope for Profit in the caute that they | 
mzy prolong their proceſle - the is ingenuous enough to make 

doubts, but not wife cnough to reſolve and after having examined 


vpn {o tickle a Mittris 7 what belict can one have of ſo unconlitant a 
Sovercian? which fits her ſelf rothe honour of her ſubjects, which 


chanzcth with the Climates, which fides with the Heavens that co- | | 
verher; and with the carth which bears her? what I:kely-nood 1s | 
there of being guided by her advice, ſince the harh none that 3s lerled ' 
and ſince that the is ſo inconſtant in her retolurions, as the Jaſt do al-. l 
ways like her beR. | | } 
To boot thar this good is (o frail, and that {tn hath brought it into | | | 


ſuch 2 condition 2s ve ſeem to enjoy but the appearance tlcrcot ra- | | 
therthen the thing it fel5, thereare moreovera thouſand other acct- It 
dents which may bercaveus of it: for of as many things as we have in 4 
our Ci/poſall, there is not, any one that we oitner loſe then rea- | 
ſon, Our Infancy inhibits\us the uſe thereof ” during our firit m 1»f:ns dum | 
years, Weore Maſters of this Treaſure, but cannot_make ute of 1t, amet” | 
iis Sun is ſo weak at it's fiuft riſing as it cannot c1iperic waroad it's CF Ge! 3 eu. | 
beams: this fountiin is fo ſmall init's ſpring head, as it cannot irame weatm, 1am | 
C ret deft nm | 

; 


rivolets, We arc poor amicilt our treaſure, and vnieſie werrm and aſs 
prune our underitanding it either continues barren ; or rings no- 
thing forth butthoras : the ſenles , which ſe:m to be ordined by 


Nature, for the ſervice of rcafon, keep her in ignorance, Or throw 
het head-long into errour. The paſſions which are born to obey her, 
riſe ſo tamultuouſly againſt her, as ſhe is forced to follow their 
h Rebels. To cnjoy Peace the 1s Content t9 

erve willingly, is to reign, 
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that to follow her paſſions is to command them, and to approve of 
their Revolts, is ro preſerve herauthoriry. Yetis ſhe ſo little ar liber. 
ty in this " codition,as that one muſt excuſe her ſin by her ſervitude, 
ſhe is only thought innocent , becauſe ſhe is a ſlave , her faults are 
torgivenunto her only becauſe ſhe cannor ; and ſhe preſerves 
her reputation , only through the loſſe of her Liberty. Whenthe 
firſt Motions of her Paſſions area little alaid,and thar ſhe may avenge 


her ſelfe of the affronts done unto her by her inſolent ſubjects, 


tis obſerved that by ſiding with them ſhe 1s infeted with their In- 
clinations, that by ſuffering their diſorders the corrupts her own pu- 
rity; and that by going about ro excuſe their revolr, ſhe her ſelf bh 
comes guilty. Thus man isalmoſt never rationall , becauſe he is al- 
ways paſſionate, and he d. th bur ſeldome make uſe of his reaſon, 
becaulc he oft times followeth his paſſion. | 

To ſo many Enemies which bereaye man of the moſt glorious of 
all his Qualities, ſickneſle isadded; which making war upon ourbo- 


dies, declares it openly alſo againſt our ſouls: for theſe rwo parts are 


ſo ſtreightly bound rogether , as their good and bad are Common 
ON hough the ſoul bethe more Noble, yet ſtands ſhein need 
of the body in herchiefeſt operations, ſhe muſt follow after that 
which ſhe would avoid , borrow forces from her Enemy to fight 
him, and make uſe of the ſenſes ro reduce him to his duty. If this 
ſlaves Temper be altered by any diforder, the ſoul reſcents it, if the 
bloud ſpring 1n the veins, it the vapours which ariſe from thence 
trouble the Imagination,or if a burning Feavor ſeize upon the brain, 
the ſoul can reaſon no longer, This Noble parc of man fals into ex- 
travagancies, the confuſion of ſpecies puts it in diſorder, and all the 
wiſedomethereof is turn'd to folly. : 

Sleep is not {oviolent, yetis it little leſſe ſhamefull rhen ſickneſs, 
for it benums the {enſes, luls the faculties of the ſoul aſleep, blots 
out the remembrance of Glory from ou: the minds of Conquerours, 
ſtops the deligns of Monarchs, interrupteth the waknings of Phylo- 
ſophers, Levels the conditions of the living to that of the dead, and 
to preſerve our liferakes from us the uſe of reaſon. For my part, I 
cannot think that ſleep did us thus much injury before the State of 
ſin, I am ot opinton, that the power thereof extended only to the 
ſenſes, that it undertook ncthing upon mans moſt Noble Parr, that 
ic left him cheliberty of reafoning, andthar like ro Jeſus Chrilt, his 
ſoul 
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ſul» was awake, though his body ſlept. For what likely-hood of 
belief is there that man ſhould be every day reduced to a Condition 
wherein his higheſt operations ſhould be interrupted, wherein his 
will can command nothing, his underſtanding conceive nothing, nor 
his memory repreſent nothing unto him ; Who can ſuppoſe hat in 
ſohappy a condition, man ſhould paſſe half his lite away in fleep, 


that his ſoul ſhould be able ro do no other functions, then what the 


ſouls of beaſts do, and thar all her employment lay in the digeſting 


of meat, diſſolving of vapours, and moving of Arteries. 
When I conſider what diſorder fin hath cauſed in man, I am for- 
ced to ſay that he hath very much altered his Condition, » and 


that Phyloſophers had reaſon to believe, that death was as much 


of his Eiſence, as reaſon was, for from the time he began to live, he 
began todie, he loſt his life as ſoon as he received ir, and this decree 
pronouncedagainſt him, is executed rhe very firſt moment of his 
Birth, that which we call life is but a prorogued « Death, and Di- 
vine Juſtice ſeems totake pleaſure in prolong it, that we may be 
ſenſiblerhercof. Life would be undeſecrvable diditlaſt but a Moment, 
and our Puniſhmeat would not be very great, if it endedar the ſame 
inſtant that it began, Wedye in life, and live in death, death is en- 
gagec in life, and life ſubſiſts only by death, bur reaſon is as it were 
a{tranger to man , Whenhe b2gan to be Criminall, he began ro be 
ir:a:ionall., he loſt his principalladvantage , in loſing his Innocen- 
cy,and heletr us in doube whether he was any longer 'man, being 
become aſinner, for reaſon which is his principall difference, is an 
accident which forgocs him upona thouſand occaltons. Nature ad- 
m:'s;m to lite ; betorc the adivirs him to reaſon, When age grants 
h:m this benefir, Paſhon forbids him the ule thereof, when pation 
doth not moleſt his judgment ſhe dozeth it , and of all chings thar 
man is Maſter of, he loſerh none more often. then his reafon, Yet 
thislofleis indifferent co him, he complains of all the reſt, and laughs 
at this: he eſtcems himſelf unhappy it he have loſt his wealth, he 
gives himſ{elfovyer unto ſorrow when he falls from his greatneTe, 
and languiſheth in Pain when he hath loft his health . Bur when 
paſſion bereavech him of the uſe of reaſon, when ſleep reducerh him 
t0 the condition of beaſts, or when fin blots out the Image of God 
Hom 0:t his ſoul, hedorh bur jeſt at his diiaſter, and takes pleaſure 
n hazarding that thing which of all the world he cught to clteqn 
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This is alſo that dreadfull puniſhment wherewith divine juſtice- 
chaſtizeth the greateſt ſins, God never gave a more fearfull example, 
of his rigour then when he bereft Nebuccadnezar of his reaſon, when 
he turneda Sovereign Prince intoa wild beaſt, and that together 
with the ſhape of man, he took from him his underſtanding and judg- 
ment. There is no monarchy which hath not ſeen ſome of her 
Princes ſtript thereof, Providence takes Pleaſure in bearing down 
Thrones, in bxawiag of Septers andin raking away of Crowns, ſhe 
ſers upon Sovereigns in their Palaces, and ater -having 1aifed them 
up to the highett pi:ch of greatneffe, ſhe chrows rhe into a prece- 
pice of miſeries her moſt ordinary revenge-is chang?@® noage pafſerh 
over wherein ſhe witneſſeth nor her power by theſe ſorts of Puniſh- 
ments.: but when Innormiries of the fault deſerves a greater punith- 
ment. therogether with their Sceprer rakes away thetr reaſon from 
{ſuch Monarchs as ſhe will Chaſtize : ſhe troubles both their State, 
& their judgment; and brings them to a Condition wherein they are 
both the ſcorn and the hatred of their ſubjects. By all this diſcourſe 
tis caſic roconclude,thatreafon withour grace is no great advantage; 
that to reſtore unto her her former Luſtre, a man mult have recourſe 
ro Faith, that ro be ſolidly rationall, a man muſt be truly Pious, and 
that humane underſtanding whicho much Glory in, is ſo weakned 
ſince the Corruption of our Nature, as that the Wiſe man had res- 
{onto ſay the Number of Fools is infinite. 


| The ſixt Diſcourſe, 


That Memory , hath ioit her vigour by the 
means of ſin, and that ſhe agrees 
not very well withjude- 
ment. 


F ir be lawtull rojudg of the excellency of things by their uſeful- 
nes, we muſt contels that memory is very exccllen;fi nce ſheisof 
ſuch uſe; tor humane underſtading would ſoon be weary of taking 
Pains, did not memory take care to preſerve its productions, and if 


fertile, and rhat like him whoſe Image irbearcth, it be never drawn 
dry, 


many confuſed ſpecics as arc incloſed in the bolome ot memory, S i8 
, ” [IJU48 dC i if 


,” 7, | 
Nature by Sinne. 25 
&y, yet would it be very unhappy , if the thoughts thereof were 
loſt as ſoon as produced, and char as off as it would diſcourieir were 
boundto form new Conceptions : bur this Favourite which knows 
all irs ſecrets, eaſeth ir of char Pain , for ſhe keeps in ſtore all its in- 
ventions, and by a dexterity which cannor be ſ{ufficicacly aamured 
ſhe preſearsrhem to it, as ofe as is deiired. She hath nocking elle co 
do, bur to receive the ſpecies which it commits to her crult, ihe 
diſpoſerh of chem paſſing cunningly, the number of them cauſerh 
no confuſion, and though we have but weak conjectures co zuetle 
at the order ſhee obſerves thereia , yet is it probable char thee 
lodgeth thoſe which are alike, in oneand the ſame place : :c is crue 
that their being, being ſpiricuall, rhey take up no place ; without 
juſtling , or confounding one another , they relide in one nv me, [ 
ſame place, and though they love motion they never make amy /umpuceucors [if 
commotion, unleſſe commanded by the underſtanding , with waar #47 oueetg K 
terms it ufeth ro make ir ſelf be underſtood, we know nor, but 4,1, s 
hardly hath it expreſt irs will, « when preſently ic is obeyed, of 45 1uanem _ | 


URERF Uio4426d, 


none bur that which the underſtanding cals for, appears; all NC relt .,{v,,ormus 


keep quiet and ſilent,and if ſomtimcs any confulion prove to tull our /4wa/guamre | 
among them,tis occaſioned by their extream delires ro tollow us or- 7A Ws L If 
ders, if that which it ſecketh for be ſomewhar flow or id'e, her Ce & ms | i 
Neighbours endevour to quicken her, they preſent then 10!v0s ve- SANE, ©" 1448 [| 
fore their Maſter in a Crowd, to give him ſaisfaction, and vit uu nnnnnen \ 
umesin looking on them, he fincs our that which he foul tor. 16 122 meals. | 
All Sciences are the produtts of memory, in vain thoul. {6 tte. Pye tens j 
derſtanding conceive Truths, if ſhe did not rercin then, £©5 4/1104 Gs A j 
book wherein we write our thoughts in inviſible Characters , 11> en ayey) q 
ſecret 1s much moreancient, & much more certain then that of Frm | 
ting, he whois only wiſe by the means of books, is ignorant, 4 vv roowete | 
who cannot framea Library in his underſtanding 1s not {etl Med; 4490 0 ansj*s | | 
Our knowledgeis ſabje ro the Empire ot Fortune, as well 45 our 7,99 | 
riches , when it is engraven upon bark or writ in paper, WUINnes + /#r444n4 [ 
may eatit, and fire which makes us Poor may make us 1gnonng, Ms mos” | 


if our Treaſury be lockr up in books, our knowledge mult inake up 1,,m.... 
a part Of Our ſelves, and muſt be ſo imprinted in our fouls, that even » conpinmmy « 
death may nor bercave us of it. This is likewiſe the Phyloſophers {oe | 
and * Politicians riches, tis from this bottom, which cannot be (4.1 
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This is alfo that dreadfull puniſhment wherewith divine juſtice 
chaſtizeth the greateſt ſins, God nevergave a more fearfull example, 
r Dan.4.33, Of his rigour then when he bereft Nebuccadnezar of his reaſon, when 
heturneda Sovereign Prince intoa wild beaſt, and that rogether 
with the ſhape of man, he took from him his underſtanding and judg- 
ment. There is no monarchy which hath not ſeen ſome of her 
Princes ſtript thereof, Providence takes Pleaſure in bearing down 
Thrones, in brag of Septers andin taking away of Crowns, ſhe 
{ers upon Sovereigns in their Palaces, and ater «having 1aifed them 
up to the highett pi:ch of greatneffe, ſherhrows rhem into a'prece- 
pice of miſeries her moſt ordinary revenge-is changf@® noage paſterh 
over whercin ſhe witneſſeth nor her power by theſe ſorts of Puniſh- 
ments: but when Innormiries of the faulr delerves a greater punith- 
ment. ſherogether with their Sceprer rakes away their reaſon from 
{uch Monarchs as ſhe will Chaſtize : ſhe troubles both their Stare, 
& thcir judgment; and brings them to a Condition wherein they arc 
both the ſcorn and the hatred of their ſubjects. By all this diſcourſe 
tis caſte roconclude,that reaſon withour grace is no great advantage; 
that ro reſtore unto her her former Luſtre, a man mult have recourſe 
ro Faith, that ro be ſolidly rationall, a man muſt be truly Pious, and 
that humane underſtanding whichTo much Glory in, is ſo weakned 
ſince the Corruption of our Nature, as that the Wiſe man had rea- 
{onto ſay the Number of Fools is infinite. 


The ſixt Diſcourſe. 


That Memory , hath toit her vigour by the 
means of ſin, and that ſhe agrees 
not very well withjude- 
ment. 


nes, we muſt conteſs that memory is very excellent, fince ſheis of 
ſuch uſe; for humane underitiding would ſoon be weary of taking 
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omnium fudio. Pains, did not memory take care to preſerve its productions, and if 
ror predicatit. this fairh full Officer did not 'affiſt it, in its affairs; for though it be 
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ery,- yet would it be very unhappy , if the thoughts thereof were 
loſt as ſoonas produced, and har as off as it would diſcourſeir were 
boundto form new Conceprtions : bur this Favourite which knows 
all irs ſecrets, eaſeth ir of that Pain , for ſhe keeps in ſtore all its 1n- 
ventions, and by adexterity which cannor be ſufficiently admired 
ſhe preſearsrhem to it, as ofc as is detired. She hath nothing elſe to 
do , bur to receive the ſpecics which it commirs to her trult, ſhe 


ciſpoſeth of them paſſing cunningly, the number of them cauſerh 


oh we have but weak conj 


no confuſion, and rhoug 


ectures to gueſle 


at the order ſhee obſerves therein , yet is it probable that ſhce 


lodgerh thoſe which are alike, in oncand the ſame place : 1c is true 
thar their being, being ſpiricuall, chey rake up no place, withour 
juſtling , or nd, oneanothecr, they relide in one and the 
ſame place, and though they love motion they never make any 
commotion, unleſſe commanded by the underſtanding , with whar 
terms it uſethro make ir ſelf be underſtood, we know not, bur 
hardly hath ir expreſt irs will, « when preſently ic is obeyed, of as 
-many confuſed ſpecics as are incloſed in the boſome ot memory, 
none bur that which the underſtanding cals for, appears; all the reſt 
keep quiet and filent,and if ſomtimes any confuſion proveto tall our 
among them, tis occaſioned by their extream delires ro follow its or- 
ders, if that which it ſecketh for be ſomewhar flow or idle, her 
Neighbours endevour to quicken her, they preſent themſelves be- 
fore their Maſter ina Crowd, to give him ſatisfaction, and ofr 
times in looking on them, he fincs our that which he ſought for, 

All Sciences are the produtts of memory, in vain ſhould the un- 
derſtanding conceive Truths, if ſhe did not rerein them, tisa living 
book wherein we write our thoughts in inviſible Characters , This 
ſecret is much moreancient, & much more certain then that of Prin- 
ting, he whois only wiſe by the means of books, is ignorant, and 
who cannot framea Library in his underſtanding is not learned: 
Our knowledge is ſubject ro the Empire of Fortune, as well as our 
riches z when it is engraven upon bark or writ in paper, wormes 
may eat it, and fire which makes us Poor may make us ignorant, 


if our Treaſury be lockt up in books, our knowledge muſt make u 


a part of our ſelves, and muſt be ſo imprinted in our ſouls, thateven 
death may not bereave us of ir. This is likewiſe the Phyloſophers 
and * Politicians riches, tis from this bott 


om, which cannot be 
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 Chics, and m ke men happy, for though wiſedom be employed more 
in conſttering what 1 15to Come, then w at 15 paſt, and char | ones 
it her chief work ro foreſee fucure thin: 35, yet doch ſhe inſtcuR her 
ſeit by Hiſtory, the informs hec {clFof what ts paſty ro foreſee whar 
i$ 1 COINe the grounds her conjectures 1p0a vv hat hath already hap- 
pened, th: ſteers he rcourle by thelite of her Anceſtors, and hath 
all heir inſtrutions from memory, if choſe great men wh: ) {1: ar the 
Helm in Stres did norcall ro min: le WRAt Rar hb been done in for- 
mer ages, they woule commit groſfe faults in government, and 
did not thei! memory athiſt chet irwiſedome they would not ſo often 
light ſo right up-a the trick of © Srate ; they muſt tiade expedicats 
03; ofher Treaſury, they m ſtunr welcheir! n'ricacies b / ner Coun- 
(cll, and this mo! her of inventions millt furniſh them with means " 
allay that Teinpeſt whichthiewe ens a Monarcohy, In fine tis this ad- 
mirable Faculue of the foul , witch Compoſerh Annals, waich 
mikes the dead hve, whic! arts Heroes trom their Sepulch: CS, 
which ir-inimatcs the living by ther example,and which by her la- 
bour triumyheth over forge: Fulneis, 

' She ventures upon the +: me, and as if bake were an Image 
of Erernity, ſhe accords what is to coine with wha 13 paſt, ind 
obligeth rhe prefentrime Logerner with her to *Svhanr Ih them: choſe 
three parts of time whereof our lives are comnvoled hold ſo bad cor- 
reſpondency,s that they i are not to be united, thetime paſt dreads 
the preſent , cannot abide it's approach , but vaniſhech away as 
ſyon as it's Enemy appcare: n, the preſent times makes not long uſe 
of this advantage, , for i£ retires as {yon as it diſcovers he * time 
toc071C tt yields the victory untoirt wichour frohting, in 1t's defcar 
it hath this of [a1 Station, thi the Conqueror forgoes | 11S Own 
nhameto aſſunerhar ofthe C: NMqQUEICA, 4 nd ce fingto| be future be- 
comes preſent. Theſe rhiee times do only li ve by death, they ſub- 
fiſt oniy by diviſion within chem(ſelves, and if they did ceale Com- 
bating their T rnmphs wouldceafe: all tinags a © ptclery cc by their 
d:ftcar, and all Greatures are ſo well accuitomed to this change, 
as 1t canno97 be ſtud without offering violence toall Creatures, No- 
tning bur eccrnit Y can appeaſe the: It Qvarrells, *whichin it's 1ndivi- 
dable unit y, d 3211 miraculouſly jnclofe the differences of thetime to 


VSOTLL! 


; Come and vf the time paſt, and makes t tem f{ubliſt rogerher under 


the 
Ty, 
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the name of the time preſent, Memory as a true Copy of this excel” 
lent Originall, agrees all theſe enemies, and not having reſpet ro _ | 
their jatereſts, makes uſe of them in all her deſigns; ſometime ſhe | it 
cals back thetimepaſt, ro bereave it of wharſcever, it keeps lock'd i 


up withinit's Treaſury, ſomerime ſhe diſcarcs the preſent time, to SH 
entertain her felt with the turure; ſometimes ſhe prevents fururity, | 'S | 
and looking far into the oblcurity thereof, ſhee diſcoverech what \F 
ir keeps conceal'd, and doth diflincily obſerve what is not yer J 
happened : vv harfoever command thee hath over all the differen- | 
ccs of time, ſhe buſicth her ſelf * moſt abour whar is paſt, which 2 Preſentia be- | NF. 
is her chicfelt employ ment, and her moſt pleating diverſion, ſhe {i 731.4 fur. 
loves it better then the reſt, becauſe ic is themo{t ro be trafted, and poreft illacaſus 


leaſt Subject to the change of Fortune, it reports thincs without 4/9 ineide- | 


k . . _—= - . . ' ” » v8 fulrura POl- 
diſlimulation,it diſcards all pafſions which impede the knowledge of ſl pts _ | 


Truth, repreſentsthelives of great ones withour falthood, and as it [u11:9404 pre» | 
doth nor cxcuſe ther vices neither doth it flatter cheir vertues ; it 074 mer rwwa 
is amuch better judge of their actions chenrhe preſent time, it is not {qr | 
abuſed by fearnor hope, it freely taſtructerh us, andas long as it can, Benct.cap.4- 
tenceit ſelt againſt torgettulncſle we may build upon it's fidelity. 

Though theſe great advantages of memory, deſerve rather Pany- | 
gericksthen reproach, yet hath ſhe faul:s eaough, and a man need | 
be no great Divine to obſerve whar ill offices originall fin hath done 
her; for to boot thar ſhee is extream weak , thatage doth dimt- [F: 
niſh her, that the beſt things eſcape her, that ſheis dazled with thole 85 
that glicter moſt, the is oft times of ſolictle efficacy, as the more the 's 
labours, the lciſe progreſſe the maketh. She is imbroiled when pieſt ih 
with roo much haſt, ſhe muſt be alon ed time & reſpite ro tind what 
the looks for, the deſire ſhe hathto give us ſatisfaction, troubles her, | 
and the falsinto a contuſion, of which nothing bur reſt can acquir | 
her, Time whichdoth inſtruct her, makes her ignorant, that which 
heaperh upall Treaſures diffipates them, and raiſeth up an enemy a- 
gainſt her, againſt whom the hath much ado to defend her ſelf. For 
torgertulneſle reigns in it's Empic, it effaceth thoſe ſpecies whicl1 
do enrich her, puts her whole State in diſorder, and as an inſolent 
Conqueror flights all the Towns that ſhe hath taken, and leaves no 
mark thercoft to her Poſterity ; this victorious enemy, overthrows 
all the works of the underſtanding, and leaves no foot-ſteps thereof 


in memory, we are left nothing bur ſorrow for not having reteined 
2 what ' 
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whatwehad gotten, and the being fallea into a miſery which is fo 
L: "WY much more grievous, for that it fuccedech ſo happie a fortune, yer 
quitae/t ;{- nothing is more nacurallro memory ® then torgertulnels, ſhe learn- 
1119 at eh ſciences with dithcalty,vpreſerves them with care, and cafily for- 
re  Sersthem, the grows ruſty when un-exerciſed, and weary if rwo 
Terrul.; ble Much excrciled ; Labour, and Iclenefle do corrupt her, and one 
any knows nor what art tomake ule of, to entertainany thing of to nice 

a Nature. 

Ignorance and tin were born at theſametime, as ſoon as the one 
mace nimſelt Maſter of the will,cheorher ſeized one the underſtan- 
ding, andif mans firlt fin, were dilobedience, Ignorance was his firſt 
Punithment, this Malady was not without remedy and. knowledge 

vould have made us amends forall our damages, had not forgettul- 
nefleaſtiltes I2norance. Bur ro what purpote do we ſpend whole 
nizlits at 0ur (tudes, to what end do we gather up the opinions of 
Ply lofophers, and obſerve all rhe delightfull varieties of Hiſtory, 
ſince this mon{ter renders 0ur labours uſeleſle, ſince 1t diffipares the 
Treaſvres which we'had gathered, reducerh old men to the conditt- 
on of Children, and ads the ſhame of ignorance to the other miſc- 
ries of their age : they darenor offer at any thing for fear of being 
miſtaken, they forget the names of their Domeltic ks, this tairhleſſe 

 Compant.n puts a thouſand affronts upon them, if they engage 
themſclics ina long diſcourſe, they loſe theſelves. If rhey wil relate 

their Travelsthey cannot cal ro mind the names of 'Fown,or Rivers, 
& when they have moſt ro diſcowle of chey are inforced to be filent, 
the Step-mother Nature, takes. cclight in leflening their memory, 
when the pertecteth rheir judgment, and takes from them rhe re- 
membrance of what 1s pait , when the givesthema fore-ſi2ht into 
things to conc. 

Min fcems to be become a Monſter, fince he became Criminall, 

c ons Saree the parts waercot he is Compoſed © cannor accord together, and rhe 
CY Erol advantages which ought to make him pertect, deſtroy each other, 
caronmn[.rvit, the body and the ſoul fuffer a diviſion, which laſt as long as doth 
quia bis frze their lite; the underitancing and the ſenſes havealways ſome diffe- 
infirm'tatim SR a eg WP: + . * 

quam pec;ards TCNCE TO determine: Realonand rhe Paſſions donever hold ſo good 
meruim:i, ge Incelligencc, d''t chat one may perceavenn their profoundeſt Peace, 
——P ſome Face of War, I contefle the Domeſtick dr{centions are anger- 
2 © ſome, andihat man is a miſerable Creature ſince he cannot live in 


| Peace: 


? 
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Peace: he nevertheleſle, takes it patiently when = co: ſiters tl 't | 
theſe parties are of a different Nature, an { he wanders nor tht tf Ty 
be not upon good terms, f{ince the one are COMMIN T4) Us wy; thb: PA s if 
the other common ro us with Angels, but he hith reaſon to com- | 
pl an wu he conſ1dcrs this rent pafſerh even into his foul, that her 
F or facu!tics arc at variance, and that the folidiry of judgment can- 
nor ag1ce with the fidelity of memory , thele tivo ady ant ages are 11- : 
compatible, and nature muſt do a miracle to joyn them perfectly i 
well together | in one and the ſame perſon: the inticheth memory, at | 
thecoſt of judgment, the reſtores ro judg men: what ſh: tzkes from 
memory, an{leaves m: an the alry 121tue Of knowing that there are 

e: fections of the min:] which re c 1nnot ET enjoy. Who would 
b lieve that God would have lett that blemuth in his workmanſhip, | 
2d he-nor been thereanto obliged by our offences , who can per- | | 
(xade himfſelt that be would have envicd vs theſe Juali 't10s , if our 
fault had not deſerved ſuch a punithment , and who will not confeſle 
that in the ſtare of innocency, Memory and judgms nt Were at Peace 
togctner, thereby to-make man perfect. 

To ſo many reaſons which neccforily conclude our fovlss corrup- | 
tion muſt be added, that Memory 1 is never more fairhtall ro will, 
then when the puts itin mind «4 of injuries, the eaſily forgets all the 
fours which ſhe hathreceived, the 15 aſhamed to remember them, 
& baniſheth the rhought thereof as a reproach ot indigcacic, _ he 6 is » c;lapas | 
ingray eS1Njuries in indclable characers,jtherenews the every day eſt 0mm um ql be | | 
th ey br forgotten, and the is never morc happy then when thee ts of #tws; nuſ04 1m | 


enim ovatus fie | 


tended, there hath been means found our to ſtrenghthen tlic weak jos cu; ro- 


nefſe of memory ,thcre1s an Art taught, how to keep her from g9- tn bencfic 14/7 b 
ng aſtray, or being miſtzken , Inventic MN {upplics the Temper, Sd OP! _—_ 4 


weobrein that by labour, or induſtry, which Nature hath rctuſlcd us, ge.1; b 3 cap 7 
but there 15 no ſecret yer found ro make us forget © injuries , the 1&- e Altin-1nj wie 
membrance thereof 1s everlaſting ; and though our Relig 10N pro- quvim movie: 


_—— > 
__ 


da: enunk''t. | 
miſc Herven to thoſe that do forp give, {0 high: 4 reward cannot cfface . 
our of their minds the reſentment of an affione. In tine, memory is 7 


ſo corrupted by finas ir is only uſefull as far as it may be hurcfull ro 
wy She is buſied about preſentthings, and cannot think upon fururi- 
/, ſhe repreſents unto us all earthly vanities under iuch pleaſing 
orms as do ſeduce us; 2nd paint out unto us theyoys oft Heaven, [0 


virecchedly as 1t is calily ſeen the hath no defizn to make us with for 
| then n 
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| ] rem, ſhe isncver more languithiug then when ſhe lubours in rhe 
f Firiam'; [ 


| behalf of * x cItve ; nor more vigorous then when imployed about 

fn Jeper 1 vice. If the (trive to out-do her {elf tis in things of no ule, herchicf- 

jam diſenſiv- clit works ferves butto amuſe us, and as Tumblers dclight people by 

= 2c p ehcir tricks of activity , and win Credit by their dangerous leaps, 

(2:13: mmege MEMOTY amulſeth her (elf 1 in! retcining things which have noconex1on, 

dementia ct _ andt9 repC: it things 1 in order, which have no order in themiety cs, 

ſpervaces T7 and : {tcmtherh ſimple people by theſe vanities, which they term her 

nobel Maſtcr- Pieces. W hen all this is done that ancicat Writer had reaſon 

te yn Ep.48. tO ay that memory was only uletullro three ſorts of people; to thoſe 

who Ie 1nevotiite, who to the end they may not be ſurprized, are 

Obl:ged r> havealvays all their affairs preſent, to thoſe who ſpeak 

much, foritis memory that furnitheth them with acceptable rhings, 

which ſerve tor1ecreation to the C ompany,and tt tote that uſe t9 

lye, for that ro ſhin the mug which accompanicth that fin, thcy 

mult remembertheir falihso: 1s , on the contrary the default of mc- 

mory may bc 0fule to us:, and as wee profit by our lofles wee may 

draw 1 n thence tarce advantages ; The firſt 15 not ro Iyc, leſt we 

be ſurprizedin thatfin. The ſecond ,not to ſpeak much, but to keep 

©2476 pi of a happy neccſlity. The third, to love our enemies, 

and to practiſe rhe excellentcit vertue of Chriſtianity, by a noble 
forgectulneſle of injurics. 


—__——_ 
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The ſeventh Diſcourſe. 


That Conſcience ts neither a good Fudge nor 
Ja:thfull witneſſ, e ſence fin. 


Hole who pretend that nature is not corrupted by fin, and 

that ſhe reinains ſtill in her prrimitive purity, have no bctcer 

proot ciercot then what conſcience doth furniſh them with- 

all; for conlCience takes alwaycs Gods part, and never abſolverh 

g 2, imbhec< the ouilty : ſhe is ſojuſt as that the condemns her ſelf in her own 
94.504 cauſe : norealons canjultiti us betore her Tribunall, and ler us uſe 
beth _—_— picaſe,it is impoſſible ro make - her approve ofour Miſde- 
Javen. 53/54 3 mcanors. Pi, I ſophers havealſo acknowledged, that ſhe was both 
our witacile, Judge, and exccutioner, and that ſuch ſecret lins as are 


lett 
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left unpunithed by mans yuſtice, receive their whole payment from 
conſcience, the her {elf is worth a thouſand witneſtes, Nothing can 
be hid from her eyes, which are never ſhut, the is an cver-waking 
Dr2g0n, and hatch Fuch qualicies as will not tuo. ho: cioner to be w- 
bald or ſurprizet, 

's 20 } . 

V\ tnet]es, tac tney May no! bz accepteu avainſt ovght to have | 
mrceconditions; The tirſt to be well informed, cheretore thoſe wits | 
have [Cen are tO be preter'd before thoſe thar have heard, tor rhe eve 
\- Mre cerann then theocare, Thelecond that they ſpeak truth, and 
that they tay nothing which they do no: think, Tae third, that they Tas x 

; « .v , £ » - ; , L : F 0 ak, £0 a | ; 
be rationali, and do to calm their paſſions, rhar neither hatred , nor 4rentur, telt- [| 


love, nor 1opc, nor tcare, may ever make them diſguiſe, rhe rruth, oooh 
Conſcience hat't all rac'erhree qualities, for ih21s well inſtructed of ns one 
the fat, and nothing paſſetitin our hearts which ſhe hath not perfect 44/« 40 vw» 4% 
knowledgeof, the ' kroweth our moſt ſecrer rhoughts, "the {cc h the on, dr ns 
cizd of Ot imenttons, and nNOL {topping at Our words, knowerh the 5 bats 
ſecret motions of our ſouls. It is efty to cozen men who ground 9%! /vecies 
their judgmears only upon the ch:inge of H4r countenances;they are = ws 
biſed by diffimulation, and he char can bar counterteit, may cafily lag. Conteld, 


cozcn them, but Conſcience 1s our beſt Counſell, nothing 1s done 97:9 | 
whercot ſhe is nor aware, ſhe afliſis in all our Reſolutions, and this Coy: = i 
Sun which never ſers, doth by her light diſſipate all the darkneile © gs i 
of our hearts, Hence it is that ſhe is true in all her depolt:ions, for ſtem 18 Corde it 
the ſpeaks things as ſhe ſees them, ſhe cannor be deceived, nor can + re: an 
thelye, diſeviſesare ſ»contrary ro her Nature, as ſ11: ceaſeth tobe ſit que jack, 
her {e!t when ſhe b: gins to feign. Her Eſſence conſitrs 07 Truth, and nf park 
though ſhe may tail into errour, the cannot fall into alye . In hne Ts. 
ſhes ſorationall, as the is not to be troubled or ſeduced by pafſion, /cire cums 
ſhe isa derivative of chat primicive reafon which weadore in Gas 2 
copy of that Divine Originall, aHeam of that Sun , which is never contemns re 
Eclipſed, and they are ſo ſtreightly joyned together as * Saint Au- fem, Sen. Ee 
evftine doth mix their lights, and makes but one Depolition of rhe RY A 


Teſtimony of God;and of conſcience. How miſerable are they who 6 alume: cr, i 
fer at naught fo faithfulla witneſſes for what ſatisfaction can thoſe 1944 mule | 
| ſcelera legem &» 


men have, who want the Peace of Conſtience*ro what purpoſe doth judicem efucis 
. . S ”— 3 0 
Publique applauſe ſerve, when ſecret approach gives ic the k lye 7 wat, nifis (n- 
whatadvantage can they prerend too, from the peoples approbati- -co6-ar along 
0n, if they conderan themſelves? And what Happineks can they Se —_—_ 
n, if they condemn themſelves? And what Happineſs can they Senupilt 97. 
en; YY 
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os Of the Corruption of 


enjoy, if whilſt others praiſetheir falſe Verrues, they be inforced to 
blame their reall fins. 

This Fo1thfull witneſſeis a ſevere Judge, which can neither be 
bribed by preſents, nor frightned by threars; and who bcing all- 
wayes Innocent never {parethe guilty. All ns decrees are juſt, and 
though the guilty be his Allyes, he forbears nor ro condemn them, 
Whacdocvcr tavourrhey nay obtein from other Judges, thcy can 
never be abſolved by this. and whilſt rheir Mouth pleads for rhem, 
their confciences condemns them. And truly we ought to thank Di- 
vine Providence, for having given us this uncorruptible Judge to 
keep ſir.nes within the bounds of duty : for there are faults which 
clcape the rigour of the Law, and which being unknownare unpu- 
niſhed, i thctearc ſins , which being glorious ones, are rewarded, 
therebe ſome, who being Authorized deſpiſe correction, ſoasour 
condition had been very deplorable , it Conſcience had not tane 
the plice of Laws, andit ſhe had nor condemned that which men 
darenot blame. nor cannot Punilii, 

In fine, tis Judge becomes an executioner, and after having de- 
nouncec judgment, he himfelt doth exccute it, he believes that if it 
be elorious to condemn lin, its no dithonour to puniſh it, whatſoe- 
ver tends to the defence of verrue, and pulling down of viec, ſeems 
elorious unto him, and the names of Judgeand Exccutioner are c- 
qually honourable to him , True it tsthat he uſerh not this rigour, 
ull heimploy'd his harmicſſecunning to frighten the fauky. * For 
Conlcicnce1s a bridle winch ho!ds men within their duty before 
ſin, but when once they began to deſpiſe her Counſel, ſhe became 
their Punitlument, and being no longer ableto keep back fin, the en; 
deavoursto punithir, ! Tisa revengefull fury which never ſuffers 
rhe wicked tov 1clt in quict, theaſſails tacm ia towns and in deſerts, 
ſhe declares wat unto them in the midſt of cheir palaces, where danger 
can ge. no cntian.c,thirher ſhe ſends fear, & intro whatloever Sanctu- 
ary finner* retiio themſelves, ſhe makes them teel the ſmart of their 
offences: vwi;en they fee any puniſhments, they apprehend what they 
themiclvcs have cacerved, as oft as they teel the carth-quake under 
their fect, 07 the thunder roarabove their heads, they imagine ju- 
ſtice 1s arm12d to puniſh them. In fine, all their ſweets are mingled 
with {one ſowres, they can take delight in nothing, remorle of 
con{cicaceiroubles their conteatments, they tremble amidſt their 
Ar- 


Nature by Sinn. 8g 
Armies, they are aMidted in publick rejoycings , they languiſh in 
their beſt health, are poor amidit their riches , infamous amidft their 
honours whatſoever praiſes men give to their miſdemeanours they 
taſt nor the ſweets thereof, and this domettick executioner turns all 
their pleaſures into puniſhments. In fine,it ſeems he hath a deſign t9 
oppoſe the injuſtice of Fortune, and ro rob the wicked of that glo- 
ry, which Fortune endevours to procurethem: for Fortune honours 
crimes, recompenſeth Murders, Crownes Parricides, and that ſhe 
may weaken vertues Party, proſecutes het followers, but Conſcience 
which hath no other inrercſt chen thar of juſtice, puniſherh fin in rhe 
Throne, ” and teacheth the guilty, that greatneſle is bur a weak de- 
fence, againſt her juſt endeavours. Thus faults never fail of puniſh- 
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ment; and though they be defended by violence diſguiſed by cun- /«»: omwa. 
ning, excuſed by realOn, Or raiſed by falſhood = they always finde Auguſt, 


their Puniſhments in the depth of theirconfeience. 

As ſhe puniſheth the wicked : ſhe rewardeth the good, tor if the 
cryof the publique do nor praiſe them according to their deſert, 
chey finde forjafa tionin having done their duty ; and the approba- 
tion of this juſt Judge makes rhem more glorious, then all the Pa- 
negyrick on earch,in this it is,that the happineſs of the Innocent con- 
fiſts ; tis this that comforrsthem in their aflictions, that incouragerh 
them in their combares, and which crowns them in their victories. 
Their foul, is 2 living Throne, where ® Jeſus Chriſt keeps his reſt- 
dence ; th Fmaliarly with him, and receive on earth cheaſſurance 
of that Happineſſe whieh is promiſed them in heaven. 

Though theſe reaſons prove ſufficiently rhat Conſcience is the 
puniſhment of the wicked ; and the good mans recompence yet 1s it 
not hard ro prove that ſhe is miſled by ſin,thar this Counſellour is 
unfaithfull, chat this Witneſſe is corrupred; that this Judge is inter- 
efled; and that this Executioner is backward,and fearfull. For what 
advice can Conſcience give us, ſince thee isblinde; and that the ſame 
darkneſs which overſhading the light of the underſtanding, cloudes 
bers « how can ſhe divert us from fin, fince finoft mixtrh his un- 
comelineſſe with the beauties of yertue ; and ſince there be whole 1n- 
ure Nations which approve of Inceſt , and excuſe Parricide £ How 
, canſheaccuſe us fince ſhe undertakes to defend us, and that being fe- 
/uced by the ſenſes, ſhe ſtrives ro make whatſoever is pleaſing unto 
them lawfull 2 we forme Conſciences to our ſelves, which deſtroy 
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enjoy, if whilſt others praiſerheir talſe Verrues, they be inforced to 


blame their reall ſins. 

This Fe1chfull witneſſes a ſevere Judge, which can neither be 
bribed by preſents, nor frightned by threats; and who bcing all- 
waycs Innocent never {parethe guilty. All his decrees are juſt, and 
though the guilty be his Allyes, he forbears nor ro condemn them. 
Whacſocver tavourthey may obtein from other Judges, they can 
never be abſolved by this. and whilſt rheir Mouth pleads for rhem, 
thcir con{ciences condemns them. And truly we ought to thank Di- 
vine Providence, for having given us this uncorruptible Judge to 
keep ſirnes within the bouncs of duty : for there are faults which 
clcape the rigour of the Law, and which being unknownare unpu- 
niſhed, ' thcrearc ſins, which being __ ones, are rewarded, 
therebe ſome, who being Authorized deſpile correction, ſoasour 
condition had been very deplorable , it Conſcience had not tane 
the plice of Laws, andit the had not condemned that which men 
darenot blame. ner cannot Puniſii, 

In fine, tiis Judge becomes an execttioner, and after having de- 
nouncec judgment , he himſelt doth execute it, he believes thar if ir 
be vlorious to condemn tin, its no dithonour to puniſh it, whatſoe- 
ver tenCs to the detence of verrue, and pulling down of viec, ſeems 
olorious unto him, and the names of Judgeand Exccutioner are e- 
qually honourable to him ; True it isthat he uſerh not this rigour, 
ull heimploy'd his harmicfſecunning to frighten the fauky. * For 
Conſcience 1s a bridle v.hich holds men within their duty before 
ſin, but when once they began to deſpiſe her Counſell, ſhe became 
their Punitlunent, and being no longer able to kcep back fin, the en- 


deavoursto punithir, ! Tisa revengetull tury which never ſuffers 


rhe wicked ro iclt in quiet, ſheaſſails racm 1a towns and in deſerts, 
ſhe declares war unto them in the midſt of their palaces, where danger 
can ge. no cntian.c,thirher ſhe ſends fear, & into whatloever Sanctu- 
ary {inner< retiucechemfelves, ſhe makes them feel the ſmart of their 
offences: when taey ſee any puniſhments, they apprehend what they 
themſelves have deferved, as oft as they teei the carth-quake under 
rhcir tec, 0: tg thunder roarabove their heads, they imagine ju- 
ſtice 1s armed to puniſh them. In tine, all their ſweets are mingled 
with fone ſowres, they can take delight in nothing, remorle of 
con{cicaceiroublcstheir contentments, they tremble amicſt theirs 
Ar- 
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Armies, they are aMidted in publick rejoycings , they languiſh in 
theirbeſt health, are poor amidit their riches, infamous amidft their 
honours whatſoever praiſes men give to their miſdemeanours they 
taſt nor the ſweets thereof, and this domeſtick executioner turns all 
their pleaſures into puniſhments. In fine,ic ſeems he hath a deſign r9 
oppoſe the injuſtice of Fortune, and ro rob the wicked of thar glo- 
ry, which Fortune endevours to procurethem: for Forcune honours 
crimes, recompenſeth Murders, Crownes Parricides, and that ſhe 
may weaken vertues Party, proſecutes het followers, but Conſcience 
which hath no other inrercſt chen thar of juſtice, puniſherh fin in rhe 
Throne, ” and teacherh theguilry, rhar greatnefſe is bur a weak de- 7 pion with 
fence, againſt her juſt endeavours. Thus faules never fail of puniſh- p,zzie amars 
ment; and though they be defended by violence diſguiſed by cun- /»n: oma. 
ning, excuſed by reaſon, or raiſed by falſhood,, they always finde *%#*: 
their Puniſhments in the depth of theirconfeience. 
As ſhe puniſheth the wicked : ſhe rewardeth the good, for if rhe 
cryof the publique do nor praiſe them according to their deſert, 
they finde fenisfaction in having done their duty ; and the approba- 
tion of this juſt Judge makes rhem more glorious, then all the Pa- 
negyrick on earch,in this it is,that the happine(s of the Innocent con- 
ſiſts ; tis this rhar comforrsrhem in their aflitions, that incouragerh 
them in their combares, and which crowns them in their victories. 
Their ſoul, is a living Throne, where ® Jeſus Chriſt keeps his refi- n meriorapul- 
dence  they,famaliarly with him, and receive on earth cheaſfurance | 
of that Happineſſe which is promiſed them in heaven. Chriſtus. ibi vi- 
Though theſe reaſons prove ſufficiently that Conſcience is the «et,1biamar,jbi 
puniſhment of the wicked ; and the good mans recompence yet ts 1t —_— 
not hard to prove; that ſhe 1s miſled by ſin,thart this Counſe 


lour 15 pſalm.44- 
unfaithful, rhat this Witneſle ts corrupred, that this Judge is inter- 
eſſed, and that this Executioner is backward, and fearfull. For what 
advice can Conſcience give us, ſince ſhee isblinde and that rhe ſame 
darkneſs which overſhading the light of the underſtanding, cloudes 


comelineſſe with the beauries of yertue ; and ſince there be whole 1n- 
tre Nations which approve of Inceſt , and excuſe Parricide £ How 
, canſheaccuſe us ſince ſhe undertakes to defendus, and that being ſe- 
/Auced by the ſenſes, ſhe ſtrives to make whatſoever is plealing unto 


them lawfull 2 we forme Conſciences to our ſelves, which de {troy 
N tholc 
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rhoſerhat Nature hath given us; Werthink that a crime is lawfull - 
When it is cither profirable, » or Honourable, We think the laws 
unjuſt whea they thwart our delires, ſuites at Law hurt not charity 
becauſe chey have ſome colour of juſtice ; Duels are authorized be- 
cauſe they preſerve Honour, drunkennefſle is permitted becauſe ir is 
ordinary:and Pollution fhall be no more blamed becauſe tis glorious. 
Thusthe Conſcience which did accuſe us, doch excuſe us,and this 
witneſs being bribed by fin, ſpeaks only ia its behalf. | 

If he be unfaithtull in his depoſitions, he 1s as unjuſt in his decrees, 
forbcing ill informed he cannot pronounce judgment arighr, and his 
inſtructions being talſe,his decrees cannot be equitable;he no longer 
condemns ſecret faults,and becauſe they are not ſcandalous, he wil 
have them paſs for innocent, if he cannot authorize them, he excu- 
ſeth them,andif he cannot ablolye theguilty,he ſignes their pardon, 
if ſomrimes the heinouſnes of their offence oblige him to condemn 
them, he is ſlack in puniſhing them,and his connivance adds to their 
licentiouſneſſe. For though great crimes be accompanied with hor- 
rour and diſquict, that thoſe that are highly guilty are nor indured, 
and that being ſubſervient to Divine Tulliaer cy be the Authors of 


_ thcir own puniſhment :though the Neroes waken ina fright, and that 


their Mothers Ghoſt aſſail them inthe midſt of their guards, though 
the Dowitians carry their executioners in their heart , though the 
Heavens prolong, their lives-onely toprolong their torments , and 
that their crucll death bethe leaſt part of their puniſhment, yet there 


| bettaners, who have not this remorſe. there are ſome that enjoy 
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quiet after Parricide , who peaceablyMi urped Kingdoms and who 

neither finde reyolrs in their States, nor trouble in + 6 perſons. 
Tistrue ? S. Auſtine was of opinion that this calme was more dan- 
gerous, then a ſtorm, and that the reproci of Conſcience was not ſo 
evere a puniſhment as her ſilence : for when ſhe galls us, tis that ſhe 
may heal us; when ſhe awakens us,tis to give us advertiſement of the 
dangers which threaten us, her hurtsare tavors and her ſtings arethe 
laſt that languiſhing nature can do, but when. ſhe hath loſt her feel- 
ing; qur hope of health is loſt, her 4 ſtupidity preſageth our misfor- 
rune, and as the fick man, who is become unſeafible of his pains, is 
abandoned by his Phiſician, the finncr who hath no longer ſenſe of 
his ſins, is forſaken ” Jeſus Chriſt, Yer moſt men live in this de- 
plorable condition ; their Conſciences confederate with their Enc- 
8 * mics, 
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mies, holds Intefligence with the Devillro deceive them, is ſilent, 


that ſhe may ſurprize them, and refuſerhto adviſe them, only that 
ſhe may continue them in their ins. 

Nay oft times, through a high picce of Inſolence, ſhe furniſherh 
them with reaſons to defend themſelves; for though ir be calier to 
commit a fault, then to excuſe it, ſhe undertakes to make their Apo- 
 logie,and if the Crime bear with ir any Glorious appearance, ſhe en- 
devours to make its Panegyrick. Thus ſhe who ought to convert 
them , ads pride to their other wickedneſſe, and after having made 
them infamous ſinners, ſhe endevoureth ro turn them into proud 
Devils, They then begin to glory in their ſins, the higher their of- 
fences are, the prouderare they ; their ſucceſſe in their firſt crimes, 
engageth them in greater , and as the Pleaſure which accompanieth 
vertue,doth encourage gallant men to glorious enterprizes: the ſati(- 
tation whichtheſe men find in fin, encourageth them to Sacrileges, 
and Parricides, | 


The eighth Diſcourſe. 


Of the unrulinefſe of the Will, and of it's 
inclinations to evill, 


Hatſoever advantages Humane underſtanding may pre- 

tend to have over the Faculties of the ſoul, it muſt give 

we — place to the will, and confeſſe that if he be the Counſel- 
lor ſhe is his Miſtris, for though his advices bear great credit with 
his Sovercign, yetis ſhe ſo free, as nothing can conſtrein her, the 
reaſons which convince the underſtanding do » not force the will, 
and after her officer js won, ſhee can defend her ſelf, there is no in-. 
finuating into her favour but by ſweetneſle, her conſent is only won 
by ſubmiſſion. Conſtraint confirms her in her deſigns, fear rather 
altererh her actions then her deſires, and violence which oft times 
makes the underſtanding ſay whar it thinks not, never makes the will 
pleaſed with whar it is diſpleaſed, ſhe is free amidſt Irons, and 
whilſt the other Faculties of the ſoul crouch under Force or ſorrow, 
ſhe is ſtill obſtinate in her reſolutions, and is never more free then 
when ſhe ſeems moſt conſtrained. Her Empire isas large as herliber- 
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ty, all theparts of man do naturally owe her obedience, and even 
thoſe which act out of neceffity ceaſe notro reverence her power, 
Shc effaceth ont of the memory thoſe [pectes which the harh been 
truſted with, if you will except ſuch Injunes, and diſpleafares, as are 
never to be torgarten, the will to forget a thing 1s ſufficient rothink 
no more thereon. She ſtops the underttanding in all is operations ; 
aftertis convinced by the Truth, ſhe {ſuſpends his judgmenc, and by 
an abſolure Authority keeps this Judge from pronouncing Judg- 
ment. Though the imagination be nor fo indifferent, and char her 
ticklc humour, makes her oft times fart attde trom her duty, yer 
doth the allay her ſtorms witen her Soveragn ſpeaks, and if the have 
made any parcy in her hearc, theis the firſt that doth diſhpare them, 
when the will commands. The paſhons which are as rebellious as 
wild, reſpe&t herauthoricy, and tf cacirttr{t morionsbe nor 'ſabmir- 
rcd ro her power, tis 'becaule chey are ;jnor capable of reaſon, when 
thcir fury 1s over, they rcturn unto tchexduty, and wonne by love, 
(which 1s their Sovereignsonly ſonne) they rank them{clves under 
his Laws. Though ' the ſenſe, doneceſlarily at, and that they dil- 
poſe of cheir objects in cherr operarwns, yer ceaſerhey not ro purſue 
her order,and to ſnfpend thetr morionswhenthat Queen commands, 
the eyes cloſe themſelves to pleatc her, the eares become deate to 0- 
bey her, nay thoſe parts of the body which pretend ro hold of her 
authority, andto be led only by Nature, do notwithſtanding expe- 
riencerhe grearneſfe of her Power. Forthough ſhe cannor hinder na- 
turall heart from digeſting mear, nor the Liver from fending bloud 
imo vcins, yet ſhe'.roubjes al their workings, and'if Nature hold not 
Intelligence with her, allher operations do but languiſh. In fine, the 
will is ſoconfiderable, as man draws from thence his chief advanta- 
ges :4a good wit may make his Company well liked of, Imagination 
may make hun a good Poet, his handmay make himan induftrions 
Artificer, bur tis only will that can make an honeſt man: ris ſhe thar 
wins him the Titie of vertues,, © and Integrity , which-is the ſouls 


# chiet oraament, is the pure work of this Noblc Faculty. Notwith- 


ſtanding all rhis, all Sctences buſie themſelves in ruling all the other 
_ at che foul, not troubling themſelves with the ruling of this. 
.ogick forms the underſtanding, and teacheth uz how to 'reaſon ; 
Rhetorike teacherh us the art of perſwaſion, and furniſheth us with 
hgues my (et forth truch ; Aftrologie contents our curioſtry, and 
rat- 
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raiſing us abovethe earth diſcovers unto us all that paſſeth in th* 


Heavens, — heats our Imagination, and buraing i with a fire - 


which doth not ſmoak, makes it dothings which triumph over dear}: 
and time: Mechaniek Arts make our hands cunning , and reacherly 
cher to imitate the rareſt workmanihips of Nature : but the will is 
only formed by morality, yer is theſo tree, as nothing can inforce 
her. Vertue hath not charmes enough to endue her .with love, and 
all the recompences which ſhe can promilc,are nor powertill enough 
to bereave her of her Libercy. Grace muſt come into tlic ſuccour of 
Very muſt be aiſted by Religion, ro gain uponthe will, 
for ſince the is became criminall nothing can bend her, ſheis the 
w.:rſe through heradvancages, her greatnefle makes her a flave, her 
Power makes her infolent, and her Liberty renders her a captive the 
is brought int02 condition wherein whatſoever heightens her merir, 
contriburesto her miſery, and ſhe is ſo ll dealt wich by {in , as ſhe 
cannot recover her former perte&t Liberty but by ſervitude: but to 
the cad you may not think I exaggerate her loſs inthe deſcribing ir, 
I will hew her unto you1n her greateſt advantages,and will demon- 
rate that lince Adams lin, all her perteftions are prejudiciall ro 
her, | 

As "will is the Soveraignin man ſhe reſpetsthe univerſal good, 
and whilcſt rhe other faculties are only buſted about their own par- 
ticular Intereſts, ſhetakes care for the weltare of her whole State. 
The underſtanding feeks only atter truth, and when he chinks he 
hath found it out, he leaves further purſut, Memory labours only 
after the reteyning| of thoſe ſpecies which are commitcd to her 


fidelity, and when ſhe hath acquitted her ſelf chereot, the rhinks the 


hath done her duty. The imaginations only care 1s to entertain 
commerce between the ſenſcs and rhe underſtanding ; the fenſes 
have no imployments but to.conſider objects, and ro giverhere opi- 
nionthereof tothe imagination, the paſhons themlelves, which are 
the motions of love, haverheir exerciſes limited ; delire goes inquelt 
after things which are abſent, or afar off, Fear drives away dangers 
which threaten us, hope flatters us by her promiſes, Audacitieaſſails 
Enemtesthar injure us, and cholter furniſherh us with weapons to 
fight , bur the will is like a Queen in the midit of her State, wao 
rules all theſe diſorders, and remcdiesall that is faulty , theliltensro 


what the ſenſes ſay, calmes the fury of theimagination., appealerh 
the 
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lhe paſſions tumults, gives car to what the underſtanding counſel- 
leth, and from the Throne where ſhe fits, gives our orders, and pro- 
nounceth decrees. When ſhe is peremprory in what ſhe ſays, ſhe is 
always obeyed, her power (as 1n God) is Compoſed of her will,aad 
ſo long as ſhe is not divided between her body and her underſtand- 
in? , ſhe ſeldom undertakes any thing which ſhe brings not to 
cttect. | | 

The ſupream Authority, is doubtleſſe one of the wills chiefeſt 
Advantages, and the generall care which ſhe rakes of the guidance 
of all the other Faculries of the ſoul , 1s an excellent proof of her 
worthineſle, but who ſees not that this eminent greatneſſe, is ac- 
companicd with extream miſery, fince ſhe that can do all ſeerh no- 
thing, and that ſhe who is ſo * abſolute , is blinde, for ſhe diſcernes 
Truth only through borrowed eyes : ſhe muſt ask counſell of the 
underſtanding upon the advice of this faichles officer, ſhe muſt exa- 
mine reports madeby the ſenſes, ſtop the violence of paſſions and af- 
ſwage the fury of the imaginations. Obje&ts corrupt the ſenſes, The 
paſſions ſuffer themſelves to be guided by the imaginations, The un- 
derſtanding is perverted by opinion, 8 this blinde Queen amongſt ſo 
many mutinous Subjects,and ſo many interreſſed advices, knows not 
what reſolution to put on, neither to what obje& to faſten her ſelf. 
imagine the miſerable condition of a Prince, who being blinde ſhould 
have a great Scate to govern , Provinces to rule , Enemies to fight 
with, Subjects to guide, Treatics toconclude, Rebels to puniſh, and 
who to efte all this,ſhould have none but intereſſed Officers, or ig- 
norant Counſellors. This 1s the deplorable condition of the will , ihe 
hath a Dominion which though it be incloſed within man , ceaſerh 
not to be larger then the whole World , the hath paſſions which are 


wilder then Tygers, ſhee hath inteſtine ſeditions, and wars abroad; 


ſhe hath rebellious Subjects to ——_— ſecret Traitors Y to diſco- 


ver, corrupt Jadgestoreform, and amongſt ſo many diſorders, ſhe 
hath buta weak inſtinct, which ſupplying her ignorance, indues her 


with averſion ro what is evill, and with Inclination, to whar is 


ood. 
f Bur ſome may ſay, I make Monſters to deſtroy them, that I make 
the evill worſe then itisro have the pleaſure of curing it: for in the 
ſtare of Innocency, the will was blind, yer was not unhappy ; ſhe 
was led by nothing bur inſtinR, and went notaſtray , ſhe took her 
| light 
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light from the ſenſes, and her Counſels from the Underſtanding , 
and yer did not this neceſſity make her miſerable? Tis trus theis na- 
rurally blind, and thac iris as much our of her pawer to know the 
truth, as for the underſtanding to love vertue, but the was afſured 
of her officers fidelity, the ſenſes were not unfaithfull, nor the 
Paſſions wild, the imagination was not troubled , nor the under- 
ſtanding darkned, ſhee lived in a peaceable condition, the neicher 
feared her Enemies,nordiſtruſted her Subjes, bur now the is ſhie of 
them all ; the ſenſes will deceive her, the Paſſions revolt, her Ima- 

ination is confounded, the underſtanding goes about to corrupt 
her, and amidſt ſo-many dilorders, the hath but a weak inclination to 
Good, which to ſay truth, doth never abandon her. We muſt more- 
over confeſle char this inclination is much weakened by fin, and that 
itis a kind of Miracle if it be not corrupted. 

The Summum Bonum is {0 Excellent,as he cannot be known, wirh- 
out being beloved, as ſoon as he ſutfers himſelf ro be underſtood, 
he makes himſelf be deſired, nor can the will be ſo depraved, bur 
that ſhe muſt alwayes reſerve ſome love for ſo raviſhing an objeR, 
The Angels find their happineſle in poſſeſſing him, and the Devils 
their misfortune in loſing him, they cannot chuſe but wiſh him, 
and how maliciouſly ſo evercheir will bc bear, italways languiſherch 
afterthe Summum Bonn, If they could be without lovezthey would 
be wichour ſorrow, nor would they be ſenfible of cheir lotle, could 
they ſuffer it without ſorrow. Yer this inclination is rather naturall 
then voluntary, tis rather grounded in their being, thenin their Li- 
berty, and tis rather a mark of che goodnefle of their Nature, then 
of their good will, If they naturally love God,they hate him freely, 
though they defirc him they deteſt him, and though cheir Inclinami- 
on be forced, theiraverſion is voluntary. Thus we ſce that che wills 
inſtinctis not ſoconſtantly ſet upon Good, but that it may be taken 
off, and experience teacheth us that ſince the corruption of ſin, man 
1smore inclined to vice then vertue. * We are much more prone to 
revengean Injury, then roacknowledgea good turn; Weremember 
an affront better then a fayqur, we write good offices done in ſand. or 
water, bur ingrave ill ones in Braſſe or Marble ; Whole ages are re- 
quiredro effacean offence, bur an obligation is forgotten in a mo- 
ment, The favours which we have received are debts, and the inju- 


ties intereſts, weare aſhamed to be indebced,and glory tobe ungrate- 
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Of the Corruptton of 


Fall, werhink we loſe our liberty when we are obliged, and we think 
1c it by being unthankfull, Mans nature is fo corrupted, a 


is hatred is purchaſcd by favours, andthe love he bears to Libert 
makes an obligation odious ro him, a good turn is ſufficient to loſe 
I1m, and tobe repaid with a bad one. | 
From this diforder another ariferh which is as unjuſt, * and more 
dereftiuble, We are much more cager in our hatred, then in our love, 
we purſue our Enemies, with much more heat, then we do ſerve our 
fricads, we areflackin friendſhip, and vigorous in revenge, we at- 
rempt impoſſbilitics to rid our ſelves of one that hath offended us, 
the remembrance of the injury augments our ftrengrh, and. we ne- 
ver want reatons to excite our Anger. In affiſting a Friend we are 
weak, all chings ſeem difhcult unto us, what he demands appears un- 
juſt, and when once he ts become neceſfitous, we eſteem him roo 
;importunate. This evill mclination of the will, appears no leſſe,re- 
viling, then in hatred, we arc flow to praiſe but ready to deprave, 
v'carenaturally eloquent in Invettives, bur faint in pratſes; All An- 
tiquity hath been able tomake bur two or three Panegyricks, yer all 
her Satyres are pleafing. An Hiſtorian who praifeth vertue is not ſo 
much valued as he who blames vice, and expericncereacherh us thar 
Orators ceaſe to be eloquent, when rhey become Panegyrical; Tacitus 
ows the moſt of his Reputation to his reviling, he is muchmore plea- 
{ing when he paints forth Tiberizs his faults, then when he deſcribes 
Germanicrs his vertues, we adhibit more faith to his criminall ther ro 
his Innoceng Maxims;he pafferh for a Stiteſman when he condemns 
the Cars intentions or thoſe of their officers , his ſuſpicions are 
as good as proots, when he ſpeaks ill of Emperors, and his reaſons 
not ſo good as conjectures, when he excuſeth them. If he praiſe A- 
xm Cuoy , he blames her pride, if he heighten Germanicus 
his conrage, he'abaſeth his mildneſſe , if he value Augnitm#s for his 
Government, he blames him for his cruelty, and if he make Tiberi- 
& his wiiedom appear,he every where diſcovers his diffimulation, 
ang fear. It is caftexo diſcover by his writings, that the greateſt part 
ofthe Pagans good works were finfull, ſince he attribures criminall 
Intentions to Attions which appear innocent. Heis only praiſed of 
all men, for thar he never praiſed any man, and T am much deceived, 
if his Dcltgn was not to win reputation, at the coſt ofas many Prin- 
cos 45 ho writ off, 
In 
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In fine our will is ſo depraved as wecannot ſee an other mans harm 
without ſome ſort of ſatisfaction, weare afflitedat his good ſucceſſe 
and rejoyceat his * miſ-tortune,not being offenced with him,we are 
pleaſed with his miſery, diſpleaſed with his happineſle: we think his 
Glory leflens ours, and like Ceſar who could not looke upon rhe I- 
mage of Alexander without weeping, we cannot looke upon our 
Neighbours advantages without ftghing , Ir ſeems as if fortune 

ave us, what ſhe rakes tyom others, and that ſherakes from us what 
ſhe beſtows on others, and that ſhe cannot make them happy unleſſe 
ſhe make us miſerable ; Injuſtice is become naturall unto us, and 
unleſſe our inclinations be reformed by Grace, they are much more 
bent to Vice then Vertue. Bur you will ſay the will is alway Free, 
that ſhe may do well, evenin what the doth amiſle, ſince ſhe may 
defireit, and that this advantage alone is ſo great, as that it recom- 
pencethall her faults. The following Diſcourſe thall anſwer this ob- 
jection, and will let us ſee whether man hath ſufficient Liberty letc 
him or no in the ſtare of ſin, troboaſt that he is richin his loſſe, hap- 
py in his misfortune, and in his miſery glorious. 


The ninth Dice 


That the Will tobe able to do good mit be ſet free 
from the ſervitude of ſin, by the Grace 
| of Feſus Chrit, 


He Paſſion which all men have for the preſervation of their 
Liberty, is no weak proof of the Excellency thereof: there 


be but few who do not prefer it before lite, and do nor ra- 
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odious becauſe they have intrencht upon the Publique Liberry, we rp" 
ſuſpe&their Vertues becaule they bear with them {ome ſhadow of ts caents 


is 
—_ men have hardly believed, that they were very juſt, /* bis. 
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0 would Command over free peojues yet man hath no adyan- 
tage which he oftner loſeth then his Liberty: he becomes a ſlave 


withouta Maſter, and finds ſervitude as well in a Republiqueas in a 
Monarchy, he hath not the uſe of this perfeRion, till a longtimeat- 
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rerhebebe barn, he lives when heis not at liberry, and he who 
ought rocomiand the whole world begins his life in flivery . Na- 
eure * gives him Kings in his Parents, and ifdeach take them away, 
the laws appoint him Tutors which ſupply the place of Maſters, in 
his minority he isa ſlave, and wanting wiſedome ro govern himſelf, 


 heis nor ſuffered rodifſpote of himſelf: the better part of his lite is 


ſpent in ſervitude, and unleffe he have permiſſion from the Prince, 
he mutt be 25 years old before he can diſpole of his goods. 

When this age pits hum in poſleſſion of his principall adyantage, 
enemyes ariſe, whoclap | Irons upon him, tor the paſſions are Im- 
perious Miſtrefles, who intrench upon our Liberty, and which ma- 
king uſe either of fair or foul means, makes man do athonfand things 
unworthy of his condition, he fomerimes breaks his Chains , bur 
fargeth new ones hunſelf, and he thinks he 15 free, bccauſe he is the 
Author of his own ſervitude: It hecalm his paſſtons, and amidſt their 
quiet recover his Liverty, he cannot defe.id himſelt from a pleaſing 
Enemy, which depriveshtm of the ufe chereof, for leep which pre- 
ſerycs our life bereaves us of our Liberty, his poppies which ſiveeten 


Our vexations, and inchant our ſorrows take from us the diſpoſall of 


our will: We are got at Liberty when we ſleep, andas the good acti- 
ons which wedoin that cſtate cannot expect tecompence ; ſoneither 
ought our bad ones to fear puniſhment, | 

Thus Libezty isa Treaſure which we are oft robbed of,tisa Good 
which we arenot always Maſters of : andif reſt be reaſons Grave, tis 
alſo Liberties Sepulchre, tis true that ic reſtores us what it had taken 
from us, and the ſame awaking which delivers us from death, frees 
us from {crvitude, but we maketryall of a Tyrant, who treateth us 
much more r1z0routly then dorh flcep, for when fin hath poſſeſt ir 
ſclt of our Libecty, it never makes reſticurion: Our ſlavery ends not 
wich our lives, wearc born & dyeflaves thereunto. There is nothing 
bur the Grice of Jelus Chriſt which can free us from the Tyranny 
rhercof. It enters into. our ſoutby ourbody, and gives us death whe 
our Parents give us life, and pencrrating even into our © will [e:s 
there the Characters of its uſurpation, and of our ſervitude Reaſon 
is r00 weak a ſuccour todetend us againſt ſo powerlu't an Enemy, 
and Prophanc Phyloſophy is nora ſufficient remedy to cure us of ſo 
dangerousa Malady;, Wee cannot drive away fin bur by help from 
Hcaven, nor.can we recover pertect rb: fn by the ſervitude of 
; Jelus 
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Jeſus Chriſt : we may well ſhun one fault by anorher , bur hardly 
can we do any thing which is ſolidly vertuous, withour our Saviours 
aſſiſtance, we defend our ſelves from intemperance only through 
vain glory,if we be chaſt tis becauſe we are proud, butin the oneand 
the other of theſe Actions we are {lavesro lin, 

Tounderſtand thistruth(whick.is Saint Auſtizs very Doarine)we 
muſt know thar in our belief, Piery was never parted from Morality, 
and that to be vertuous, a man muſt always have been Faithfull. The 
will was created togerher with grace, they boch contributed unto 
merit, and when they were once divided, fin ſeized upon the will, 
and man operates by this miſcheivous prir.ciple , all his actions be- 

n to be criminall, propoſing no other end bure himſelf unto him- 
FE, he ſtrayed from the latter , (from la and looking upon the 
creature forbore looking upon the * Creatout. Ler realon infuſe 
whatlightir pleaſerh into his underſtanding the cannor redrefle ir, 
for ſhe her ſelf is blinde, and as the will cannot love the Summun 
Bonwum, the underſtanding hath much ado to know ſupremam verita- 
tems, they cach of them have received a mortall wound which cannot 
becured unlefle by a Phyſician who was never fick, 5 the remedy 
muſt derive from Heaven,and the fame hand whicit had united grace 
andnaruretogether inthe firſt man, mult reconcile them in his off- 
ſpring and reltore untotheir will the Liberty which ſhe had loſt, Till 
this deliverance come man i> ſtill a {live to tin whereſoever he goeth 
hecarryeth his Tyranta long with him, and let hin do what good 
action he pleaſeth, ris hard tor him nocto have therein ſome bad In- 
tention. 

Toecnlighten this imagination a little more, we muſt remember 
that Gods deſign was not to make man meerlya racionall Creature, 
he would have orizinall rightcouſnes tobe his principall advantage: 
this* Divine quality joyned the ſoul rothe body by cords as holy as 
pleaſing ; ſhe didaccord ſo well with Nature; as it ſhe perrook not 
of her Effence,ſhe pertook of her perteXion, whatſoever proceeded 
from this princip'e was holy,and waatfoeyer man did by the morion 
of grace deſerved ancverlaſting recompence. But when fin had bani- 
ſhed Originallrighteouſnes, and char man became a ſlave to his con- 
cupiſcence, he began to work by the morions thereot , he ſuffered 
himſclfrobe led away by her blinde impetuolity,did cowardly _— 
her unjuſt Ordinances, and till he be freed from this tyrant _ 
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Of the Corruption of 
polieilerh him , he undertakes almoſt nothing but by her Orders. 
* Thus the moſt part of his good works are fins and his actions pro- 
Ceeding trom a bad principle muſt needs be taulry, this misfortune is 
the ipring head of all our miſchief, this diforder 1s the originall of all 
our {crvitude, as long as v/eare {laves to fin we cannot recover our 
intire liberty, and till the ſon of God doth intranchize us,our incli- 
nations are ſtrong to evil. 

But as the Nature of any thing is not better diſcovered then by 
the oppoſing unto it, its contrary, to know the wils ſervitude , we 
mult compare it with her firſt iberty , and by the difference of ori- 
ginall righteouſncfle, and Chriſhangrace, Judge of the divers Con- 
ditions of man, in innocencie, and in fin. Man whilelt innocent had 
t2c uſe of liberty, but becauſe the. end that waspropoled unro him 
was {upernaturall, he ſtood ia nced of Grace to elevate his will, and 
ſuſtcin his weaknetle. He could not unite himſeltro ? God without 
heraſſiſtance ; and whatever of Noble he had reccived from Nature, 
Grace was neceſlary for bim, to fix himſelf to this Summun Bonum: 
but not beingas yet hurt by 1tn,this aide did ſuthcicntly tortific him, 
this grace witlſout giving hum remedics did only furniſh him with 
ſtrengta to love and know Primam veritatem. This grace was aſ- 
ſubjected to his liberty ; as he mighruſe ir, ſo alſo might he abuſe it, 
ſoas his happincſle depended on his will ; bur fince f1n wounded his 
ſoul, ſince malacie is joyned to weakneſſe, ſince irregularity is glded 
at Nature, and that the will, » which was only weak, is become 
(1k, a grace was requiſite which might rather be arcmedie then a 
nelp, and which thould pertake more of Medicine then of nouriſh- 
ment ; In innocencic 'twas ſuſſicient toraiſe man, but in ſia, he muſt 
be cured, tnennocencic there needed. no more bur to ſultein his Li- 
berty, but in {1121t muſt behealed,in innocencie *rwas enough to lead 
man tae way , bur in fin he mult be put again into thericht way; In 
Lic STE of 1nnocencichenceded only t9 be ſuccoured , bur in the 
Seate of {tn tae ch2ins which keeps him from operating muſt be un- 
tied and broken, A man to whom Nature hath e1ven good cycs, 
cannot ice without light, butif the Sun lighten him he diſcerns ob- 
jects, and not demanding other help, he ſces all the beauties which 
this Confieliurion can diſcover unto him , bur if a defluxjon weaken 
JusCycs, tne 1:y,nt of the Sun offends him, ifthe {por bealrcady for- 
ed,theoctuliit wit uſe his induſtry to take it away., and to reſtore 
hun 
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him to his ſight,muſt curc his Maladie. ” In the State where into (in 
hath reduced us, Adams grace would be of no uſe tous,1l thoſe glori- 
ous advantages w-* ourFather poſſeſt in the Stite of innocencycould 
nor deliver us ; his Giace was ſuccour to a man in health, bur ours is 
Medicine for a fick man: Originall righteouſnes indued him with 
ſtrength, Chriſtian righreouſnes gives us life, originall righreouſncs 
heighrned his will, and Chriſtian Grace frees ours. ® Adam was vi- 
gorous, and we languith, he was tree, and weareflaves , for the ty- 
rant which doth poſleſle us, keeps us inchained, he hath made chains 
of our affections, and as tro makea Captive walk you mult break the 
Trons whercwith his fect are fettcred, ſo tro make a ſinner operate, 
the cords muſt be broken wherewith his will is inthralled. 

After having diſcovered the nature of his ficknes, we muſt finde 
out the cauſe, and ſcek by what excefſe he hath faln into this Miſ- 
fortune, Phyſicians oftr-times judge of the quality of ficknes, by its 
originall , and the diſorder from whence it aroſe, makes them tinde 
out a cure forit, Man loſt his liberty only forloving it roo much, he 
is become a ſlave only becauſc he wool be roo tree, and he hurld 
himſelf into a miſcrable ſervitude, only for that he defired to ſhun a 
Glorious one. In grace aſwell as in policie, ſcrvitudeis joyned to li- 
berty, and to beatrue freeman,? a man mult be a yoluntary ſlave. In 
kingdoms we finde our liberty in our obedience, and our ſubmiſſion 
to our Soveraignes will, is the rice ot our felicity, thoſe who think 
to better rheir condition by revolting, are oft undone by their rebel- 
lion,and fal from rheir legit:mate grearneflcs ? for having ſoughrafter 
unjuſt ones, fo in the kingdem of God, mans glory conliſts in obe- 
dicnce, his liberty depends on his ſubmiſſion, and that he may com- 
mand overall Creatures, he muſt obey his Creatour, This glorious 
ſervitude was the originall of all his greatnefſe, he reigned in the 
world by ſerving God; he found perfect Liberty in his faichfull ſub- 
miſfion, and whilſt that his will was ſubject to the will of God, he 
met with no revolrs, netther in his perſon or in his dominions, but 
when abuſed by the Devil, and egg'd on bya vain defire of reigning 
by himſelf,he would ſhake of his firſt Sovereignes yoke, he loſt his 
4 liberty by deſiring toincreaſc it, — to make himſelt Maſter, 
he became a ſlave, he forged out chaines of ironro himſelf, our of a 
Ccfire ro break ftiken cords, and loſt the command he had in the 
world by forgoing the reſpect he owed to his Creatour, It was very 
fitting 
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fitting doubtles that he ſhould be thus treated, the heinouſnes of his 


crime did vel deſerve this ſevere puniſhment: for what could a Rebel - 


expetburaſhamefull ſervitude, what ought a perfidious man to cx- 
pect, bur ſedicion in his State, and what could a guilty perſon look 
tor, but to have his paſſions revolt, and to loſe his Liberty 7 
Unhappy Adam; What didſt choa want in that happy condition 
whercinto thy Sovereign had raiſed thee? what juſt wiſhes could thy 
ſoul make which ic m1ght not have accompliſhed in obedience 2 All 
Creacures adored thee, the beams of thy countenanceinfuſed both 
fearand love into them, God made hiniſfelf viſible in thy perſon, An- 
gels treated tamiliarly with thee, they aſſumed bodies to farisfic thy 
ſenſes, theſe pure ſpitits became ſenſible that they might be pleaſtag 
ro thy eyes,they lett FHleaven to converſe with thee on earth, and they 
begana co nmerce here b21o;y, which they were to continue inglory; 
rhe earth reyercaced thy toorſteps,the ſeabore reſpect to thy words, 
all che-EJements d1d adorethy power, and ſavage Beaſts which per- 


C 1mage Deidu= ſecure us, changed their ' fury into fear when they came nigh thee : 


_—_— not thou have bounded thy delires in ſo happy a condition* 
and wirhout liſtning ro the Devil who envied thy happineſſe, was ic 
not ſufficient forchce to have the beaſts tor thy ſlaves, rhe Elements 


 forthy ſubjects, Angels tor thy companions, and only God for thy 


Sovereign? Pride was thy tault, miſery was thy puniſhment, Libercy 
was thy deſire, and ſervitude thy reward. Thou wouldſt reign Inde- 
pendant,& thou liveſt now under tyranny,thy puniſhment 1s the Pi- 
cure of tine offence; thy clhuldrens © misfortune upbraids thee with 
the quality of thy crime; they are ſlaves only becauſe thou werrt a 
Rebel, &rhey grown under their Irons only becauſe thou couldſt nor 
live under thy Sovereignes Laws. Tis true that their imprudency 
excuſeth thy impiety ; torthey love thy chains, they glory in their 


Auguſt.1.19.4: ſervitude ; they tollow thy evil examples uncompelled, they delight 


tocſtrange themſelves from God, they commit wickedneſle, with 


cherfalneſle, their {ervirude is voluntary , becauſe they are po 


wichic, ſince they will wear their chaines, it ſhews they are delighted 
tn them,andro theend it may be known they offend Heaven willing- 


ly, they adde voluntary taults, to that naturall fin , which they arc 
guilcy of in their birth, 


The 
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The tenth Diſcourſe. 


That evill Habits bereave the will of her Liberty 
by ingaging her in Evil, | 


| ft corrupted Nature may be termed a bad Habir, and 


| and * that all men who deſcend from Adam, haye a naturall 
leaning towards fin, yet are there certainacquired Habits or 
Cuſtomes, which augment this naturall diſorder, and which adde 
new faults to that which we do inherit from our firſt Father: for 
as exceſtes docompleat the irregularitie of our will, and makes our 
converſion the harder z the mi{chicf which we bring with us from 
our birch, may be cured in the ſame ſort as it was acquired, being got 
unwittingly,it may be loſt when we think not on it, the conception 
thereof hath made us crimnall z and Baptiſme acquits us of that 
Crime. Adams (in is become our Puntſhment, and the Grace of Je- 
ſus Chriſt s become our remedy:butthe malady which we our felves 
contra 1s much harder to be driven away ; for as it 15 our own han- 
dy-work, and hath not crept into our foul without onr own conſent, 
it cannot be expell'd but by an A& of the will, andas Bapttſme doth 
canccNll Originall fin, and leaves Concupiſcence, ſo Contrition or 
repentance, doth waſh away actuall fins, and leaves an ill Habit, 
which we have rea{on to term an acquired Concupiſcence, which is 
more dangerousthen that which is Naturall, becauſe tis more Ma- 
lignant, and the cure thereof is more rare, becauſe mare hard: we 
tall fce all theſe truths, in the purkuir of this diſcourſe, 

Tis a great misfortune, to be horn in fin, and to have received 
bad Inclinations, before we knew them, tis a deplorable condition to 
be the Object of Gods Anger, before we haveprovoked him, and to 
beborn away to miſchicf, betore we were able to make refiſtance, 
bur this misfortune is much the greater, when manzoyns Cuſtom to 
Nature, whentothoſe bad Inclinations which he inherits from his 
Parents, headds many actuall fins, which forms an Imperijous Ha- 
bit, which ingageth him in evill. For* as Saint Augu/tixe obſerves, 
there aretivo things which ſoliciceus to ſin, Nature and Cuſtome: 


the firlt isan effect of Originall fin; the ſecond otaGtuall: we cnn” 
| the 
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the onein being born in fin, we acquirethe other by living in fin, and 
theſe rwo joynedrogether, ſtrengthen oo, cftabliſh the 
Tyranny thereotand bereaves us of hope of deſtroying it, | 
'Forift the will be not ſtrong enough to oppole the unrulineſle 'of 
Nature, how can ſhe ſuppreſle the diſorders of a bad habit ; and if the 
v Pardo raf; afliſtance of Grace be ablolutely neceſlary for her, ro free her felt 
G4 cupidum. fr0M naturall miſcries, what kind of affiſtance ſtands ſhe in need of 
autequam 0b xg acquit her ſelf of her acquired mileries. Tis the difticulry which 
7: anvil makes ſinners deſpair, tis upon this occaſion that they find that irre- 
[tudo pa-v4- gular Inclinations, do never more rcbell againſt their will,then when 
lacſt, eldeil> they have borrowed new force from a bad Cuftome, and the beſt 


: lam ad fetram 


qui Chriſtus et. advice that can bc giventhem is, by their diligence to prevent {o 0- 
Aug.in Pſalm. pinionatcd an Evill, and to fer upon their paſhons in their birth , leſt 
_ being afſilted by Habir, they grow to head-ſtrong, asto be unſup- 
preſlible. When loveis notas yer perfectly ? ſhaped, thar he is ra- 
ther inthe eyes then heart, that he deſerves rather the name of com- 
placency then of Inclination, that his Flames have more of Luſtre, 
then of Heat ; he is cafily ſtifled, and an ordinary vertuc is ſuffici- 
ent tO rid man of ſo weak an Adverſary, but -when with time he is 
rown greater, when he hath powred his poyſon into the heart, and 
Th made himſclf Maſter of all the Faculties of the ſoul, many a 
bartle muſt be given before {o ſtrong an Enemy be overcome, and 
unlefle the will call in indignation, anger, and grief, to her aid; tis 
very hard for her to drive outa Tyrant, whoſe power is ſtrengthen- 
edby Cuſtome. | 
In the ſecond Place, corrupt Nature preſuppoſeth but one ſin, 
» Fx Pecell?  though* it werea great one, yet was it but one, and though it gave 
eſt crmn;s mala . W . p , 
conſuetads, & A8ainlt al the pertections of God, yer was it committed in a moment; 
ad peccatum Repentance came quickly in the Place thereof,and when once Adam 
ia nate UB: felt the Puniſhment of his ſin, he was ſorry for it, his Tears appea- 
ſed Divine Juſtice, the ſentence of his death was deferred, and he 
had time granted him topcople the world, to inſtruc his Children 
' and to bewail his fins: the diſorders which we find in our ſoul an 
in our body, are only the effects of this faulr, and when we are firſt 
born weare only capable of of this offence, Incenſed Heaven can 
impure nothing tous bur our firſt Fathers diſobedience, and what- 
{oever Puniſhment it inflicteth upon us, we have always this excuſe, 
that weare mote untortunatethen faulty: bur an ill Habit is a ba- 


ſtard 


Nature by Sinne. 105 
ſtard Daughter which hath diverſc Fathers, and which owes her 
birch cothe malice of almoſt an infinite number of ſins, vice and ver- 
rue are learn'r ſucceſſively, * a man isnot wicked all at once, he muſt 
make tryalls before he can becomea Maſterin ſin, he cannot arrive 
at that condition, without having committed many faults , he muſt 
be accompliſht in wickedneſle,to get a habit thereof: 3nd let us flatter 
our ſelves with what reaſons we pleaſe a man muſt have baſely fore- 
gone vertues part, if he be rorally poſleſt by ſingwhich when it com- 
mands ſoabſolurely ia a ſoul, as it hath changed it's power into Ty- 
ranny,is grown ſtronger by time, hath changed inclination into cu- 
ſtome, and that ir hath as many protectours as pareats , Heaven mult 
do miracles to free us from ſo dreadfull an Enemy. 

In the third place,nature is ſomewhat aſhamcd of fin,this unlucky 
Gueſt hath nor ſo throughly corrupted all her inclinations, but that 
ſome ſhamefaſtnes remains which may ſerve her for a bridle in her 
licentouſneſſe, and which obligeth her to ſeck our ſolitary places 
wherein to conceal her debaucheries ; if ſhe be wicked enough to 
ſcoffear the remorſe of conſcience, ſheis nor ſufficiently affronted ro 
bear with her neighbours reproaches, it ſhe deſpiſe puniſhment ſhe 
apprehends contuſion, and if ſhe fear northeloſle of lite,ſhe fears the 
loſſe of Honour. * But bad habit is inſolent,jit bereaves us aſwell of 
ſhameas of innocence, it. glories inits crimes, and by a horrible ſore 
ofcorruptions, makes the fin the greater by making it glorious, icdiſ- 
arms vertue, and takes from her che only means ſhe had ro defeate 
her Enemy. Hence itis that ſhameles peopleglory in their loves,thar 
loſt women number up their gallants,8& that affronted men, cal their 
debaucheries good fortunes. Glorious names are invented to honour 
ſin, Thrones, andalrarsare erected toi , and ſolicited by this evil 
habit which rules in the ſoul , ſuch honours are given thereunto as 
belong only to vertue. 

© By all this diſcourſe'cis cafie to Judge, thata vitious habit, is a 
fcarfull monſter, which adds new diſcorders to the irregularities of 
Nature, which fortifics bad Inclinations , which preſuppoſes many 
fins, which preſages a greater Number, which renders vertue infa- 
mous, and vice ky and which co crown all miſchief, hurries us 


into ſucha farall neceſſity of linning, as can onely be overcome by a 
powerfull grace. There be different ſteps whereby a man may de- 


{ccnd into the precipice of fin : Inclination leads us to deſire, defire 
P brings 
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brings us totheaR,if the act be multiplied, ir chrows us into a habit, 
& if the habit be nor the ſooner ruin'd,it ingageth usin a neceſſity w*® 
may betermed rhebortom of ſins Abyfle , *foras S. Auguſtine ſays, 
as long as man obey's 43 evil inclinations , he forms unto himſelf evil 
habits, & when he doth not refiſt evil habirs, they throw the ſoul into 
4 hard neceſſity, w*<" bereaves it of the power of converfton. Then is a 
{inner an unfortunate ſlave, he draws neer the condition of the damn- 
ed,he finds his hel on Earth, he carries a Devil in his boſom w® inga- 
geth himin fin. This malady is by nature incurable,and if ir be ſome- 
timecured by grace,'ts by a kinde of miracle. The evil habit which 
produceth ris neceflity is ſomewhar lefle difficult tocure , but che, 
meanes that are to bc uſed are extream difficult. For though the Sa- 
craments bc ordeined to deſtroy-ſin, and that Baptiſme and repenc- 
ance do break our Irons and fer us at Liberty , yet doth not their 
power extend to evil habits ; they take away the blame and reconcile 


us co God, but taey leaverhis Jlanguithing which weakens Nature, 


and do not Etface thoſe Maligne Impreſſions which fin hath made 
in our ſoul,they leave us our bad © inclinations to exerciſe us,and it 
hath pleaſed Divine Juſtice, that that byas which we have towards 
evil ſhould nor be redreſſed bur by our pains-taking, we muſt fight 
to overcome it, and as muchtime 1s requiſite to the looſing of it , as 
went tothe contracting thereof, Years ſlip away in this Exerciſe 


without much progreſſe,and ro weaken ſo powerfull Enemies,many 


combats muſt be had, The Sacraments which ſhed ſo many Graces 
into our ſouls, make us nor victorious 2t the firſt , that very Sacra- 
ment which unites usſo ſtraightly tothe Son of God , as our ſouls 
ſeem thereby tobe mixed rogerher with his, doch not overthrow 
bad habits : as long as wecarry them in our boſomes, we have deſire; 
of revenge,and ambirious thoughts,rhe preſence thereof which cha- 
ſeth away Devils, doth not chaſe away our irrcgular inclinations ; 
theſe Monſters give not place to Divine Power, and our will is divi- 
ded berweenrhe motions of Grace, and thoſe of concupiſcence, it is 
troubled that ſince it carries abour with it irs Saviour,it is not yetat 
liberty; It wonders that whil'f: it conceives humble thoughts,ir hath 
yet ſomertouches of pride, that having no more fin, it yet reſents 
the Effects thereot , that being one of Jeſus Chriſts Subjects, tis yer 
under the flavery of the Devil, and that raſting the pleaſures of Pa- 
radiſe, it feels notwithſtanding the puniſhment of Hell : theſedil- 

orders 
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Oxders do ſubſiſt with charity, and much time muſt be had to drive 
rhemaway, manytears muſt be ſhed, many fighs made, and as many 
good deeds mult be doneto deſtroy rhem , as evil deeds have been 


donein the forming of them ; bur to the end that we may the berecr 
know the Nature of ſo dreadtull an Enemy, we muſt conſider him in 


197 


his birth, and ſee by what cunning means he inſinuares himſelf into 


the will. 
Habit and cuſtome are of the ſame Nature: that which the one 
dath in eſtates, the other doth in ſouls, their wiles are alike , and as 
they arc eſtabliſhed by cunning, ehey are preſerved by violence,thcir 
t beginnings are undiſcernable, and theyare ſo weak in their birth.as 
they are deſpiſable, they grow without making much noiſe,and eſta- 
bliſh their aurhority without any great pompe. There is nothing 
morxe pleaſing ar firſt ſight ; they are fo plyant as they ſuit them- 
ſelves toall our deftres; they are ſo ſhamefac'r as they play leaſt in 
ſight: they {eck pretences to makerheir deſigns be approved of, and 
inalltheirundertakings they lean either upon reaton or example: 
they flatter theirencmies that they may undothem,and hiding their 
malice under an appearing mildneſſe,they are ina poſture of defence 
beforeany one thinks to ſet upon them: but when they arc once eſta- 
bliſhr, * and whenabuſing mans happines-they have confirmed their 
tyranny, nothing is {o inſolent as theu Government, they looſe both 
cand ' mildneſſe, that they may reign with affrontednes, and 
violence ; they ground their authonity upon their uſurpationz and 
placing allcheir right in their might, they oppoſe reaſon,and deſtroy 
the Law: then doth the will become a ſlave, the Counſels of the un- 
derſtanding are no longer liſtened to, and all good inclinations are (0 
weakened, as they dare not frame a. delign to obviate their Ene- 
mics. | 
Bur that which is more deplorable in this condition is, that man 
whois poſleſt withan ill Habit, is no longer capable of deliberation 
in his Actions: he follows the Tyrant that inſlaves him, he thinks he 
is bound to defend him, becauſc he hath aſſiſted to ſer him up, he 
believes he enjoys Liberty, becauſc he loves ſervitude; and nor con- 
ſidering theevils which threaten him, he with contentment ſuffers 
himſelfro be guided by his Enemy : when he is ſurprized by any 
Attion,' he hath not leaſure ro argue the caſe; his ulurper prevenes 
his 
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his reaſon, and he is as it were compel'd: to obey him , hence iris 
that Laſcivious men meeting withan unexpeRed death, think more 
on theirloves than on their ſouls health, hence it is that Libertines in- 
any cniment danger areapter to ſwearand curle, than to pray ; hence 
it is that revengctull inen, when they fall into any danger, think ra- 
ther how to revenge themſelves, than how to pardon. For the Ty- 
rant which poſſeſſech chem is alwaies in action: he is inthe will, as 
in his throne; from thence he gives out his orders to all the faculties 
of the {oul, and parts of the body , the underſtanding conceiveth 
onely {uch choughtsas are pleaſing to him,the memory is onely im- 
ployed about ſuch ſpecies as he forms there, The imagination is full 
onely of ſuch Phantaſmes, as he doth'there imprint, the ſenſes a&t 
not bur by his guidance, and the whole man is ſo under his power, 
as he undertakes nothing but by his motions. This unfortunate 
condiſftion is more commonthen men think , for all unbeleevers are 
reduced into it, and wanting true vertues wherewithall ro reſiſt the 
evil inclinations of nature, thoſe inclinations muſt needs be changed 
into bad habits , the greateſt part of Chriſtians are herein likewiſe 
ingaged, for not making good uſe of graceto ſuppreſle the diſorders 
of concupiſcence: they tinde themſelvesas ſubjected ro their wicked 
cuſtomes, and are no longerable to detend themſelves againſt thele 
domeltick *: enemics, becauſe they have fuffered them reign too 
Jong, the longer they deferre the ruin hereof, the more dothey 
cſtabliſhthe Tyranny; the more they ſuffer their violence , they do 
the more confirm their power: whileſt they are imployed about 
unprohit: b'e things, and that not conſidering the evil which threat- 
ens them, they take vain diverſions, theſe monſters making uſe of 
theirimprudencie become ſo redoubred as they dareaſſail themno 
more: The onely way to overcome them , is to ſtifle them in their 
birth, andnor ro fall oft into the ſame fin , leaſt an evil habit bein 
to:medin 0.:r ſoul, we be inforced co live under theTyranny hl 
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| The Firſt Diſcourſe. 


A Panegyrick of Morall Vertucs. 


——1F a man may uſe Civilityin combating, 
Wy andit the Fury of War keep not men 
from treating their enemies with reſpe, 
I thinkI may bepermi-tcd to handle the 
vertue of the Pagans with eſteem, and 
to make the Panegyrick thereof, before 
I make tr's proceſle, for though I hold 
with Saint Aueu#ine that their: chicteſt 
vertues have their deteRs, * I do not- 
withſtanding find beauties 1n them, w* 
reverence them, and though I am their enemy , 1 
For when I conſider that theſe 
and thar ſclf-lovc 
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great men had no other light than that of Nature, 
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- which tyrannized over their wil, was the-{oul.gfall their debgns, 1 
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cannor imagine hoy ſo farall a cauſe could produce ſach” gaftan; ct- 
tes, and I wonder that the defire of Glory hath been powerfull c- 
nough to make them overcome Pain, and deſpiſe pleaſure. The 
Ambition of Command, hath made almoſt as many Martyrs inthe 
Romane Common W ealth, as Charity hath done in the Chriſhan 
Church; and all thoſe Glorious Saints whoſe lives we read with ad- 
miration, haveſuftered no more for the defence of Religion, than 
thoſe firſt Romans did for the defence of their Liberty : her Sena- 
tors and Conſuls were along time Corruption-proot. The Gene- 
ralsof their Armigs didſubduetheir paſſtpns as well as their ene- 
mies, thegreateſt danger could never abare their courage, they were 
moſt famous when moſt miſerable , and Romes greatneſle never 
ſhone brighter, than in adverſe Fortune, Worth was not confined 
to the moſt i!luſtrious Subjects of that Common Wealth: rhe peo- 


ple were obedient, as-long as tie Senate was modeſt, Particular 


Familics preſerved their Innacency, whilſt Publique perfons preſer- 
ved juſtice, Wives were chaſt, whileſt their Huſbands were valiant , 
the Veſtals kept their Virginity, whileſt the Pricſts-kept their Reli- 
gion, allthefe actiong which have ſo fair an cr, had no 0- 
ther Principle then Vertue, and Vertue had no other Force then 
what the drew from Glory or Eloquence; ſhe was praiſed by the 
mouth of Orators, Every Philoſopher was her Panegyrick, and 
hardly could you read their works withour being pafſionate for her, 
who was their orely SubjcR: She is ſo wellſer forth in Sexeca's wri- 
tings , as one could nor ſee herthere, bur they muſt reverence her, 
nd he being the man that ſpeaks the moſt worthily of her, I 
think Iam bound toborrow his words to make her Panegyrick:Liſt- 
en thento what he writes of her in divers parts of his book. 
Vertue hath this of advantage that ſhe is Noble and cafic , her 
Nobleneſſe gives her valucamongſtmen, Þ and her caſineſſe invites 


Lwdiciciagtibids TREM TO {eek after her, the defire of her is ſufficient ro acquire her, 
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and this Famous beauty doth nor ſcorn any that love her , thee 
beſtows her ſelf freely on allchoſethar court her ; and be ſhe never 
ſochaſt, ſheceaſerh not to be common, you need not croſle the ſeas, 
nor diſcover new worlds to find her our. We have her Principles in 


our ſelyes;and if we be but a licele carefull in the husbanding thereof, 


 wemay turn every good Inclination intoa Vertuc; ſhe raiſerh us a- 


bove 
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bove our Condition, for though we be compoſed of Clay and duſt» 
by her Inter-poſition « we may enter into allyance with God; who < 7 ter tones 


x : » . ._ $6 . Ul/osSac Deum 
loves thoſe that are verruonſly given; who in his grearneſle diſdains |, eſt con- 


notany one ; and vertue is the onely diſpoſition which he requires ciazce vireu- 
in thoſe who would approach him; Heacknowledgerh them for his *, #unc eriam 
Children whovouch bu for their Mother, and Heaven is their In- ye cory 
heritance, whom ſhe adoprs on earth: This laſt recompence is that a- de Provid.c... 
lone which doth in-animate her Lovers; all other rewards are in- 4 ro pen.. 
different,to them: « Andknowing that happineſle and vertuenever {;,ufe2inſum; 
part aſunder, they hold for certain that a vertuous man cannot be xibil exim ef 
miſcrable; the del1ght which accompanieth their Miſtris, doth not I 
inhaunce her mcrit; they are ſo faithfull ro her, as when rhe ſervant _ ds 
forſakes her, they increaſe their love, and they areglad to love her aac 9. 


ina Condition, wherein ſhe can onely promiſe thorns ro thoſe that 


take her part. 
Let her put on what diſguiſe ſhe will, ſhe is always pieaſing, beit , , 
that ſhe withſtands vice, that ſhe melt into ſwear or tears, that duſt ye accipiar 


and bloud ternith her Luſtre, that faſting, and ſufferance pull her injuriam. 46 
bomine me 141- 


cheeks down, ſhe harh ſtill beauty enough to keep her Lovers, the |, ,*: mn 
faithfulleſt whereof love heras well in open field, as in Towns, and :u2 xc ing 
the Luſtre which ſhe borroweth from Apparel,or Palaces, doth not a quiden, que 
heighten her meric.* Let fortune affail her'never ſo oft, ſhe 1s ſtill 7; ee 
victorious, that hood-winkt Sovercign which bears down the beſt yriga eft, nux- 
eſtabliſht Thrones, which reverſes the beſt grounded States, which 91ampar receſ- 
takes delight to bruiſe Scepters in the greateſt Monarchs hands, OE 
comes off with thame when ſhe aflails her,though Forcune arme Ty- ca-.9, 

rants againſt her, and employ all her ſlaves to undo her, yet ſhe is 

forced to yield rhe Field, androconfeſſe that Vertue may loofe her 


repute, but never — nor Innocence. 
Her Enemies reverence her, and her merit f wins ſo much upon ,,,,._ 


them,after having offended her,they give her Honourable ſa!1sfaRi- yoc babemus 3 
on, and praiſe her publiquely : if they hear her comlineſs ſpoken of, naturameritum, 
they declare for her, and foregoing her adverſaries party-, they 9999 vi mn 
rank themſelves under her colours. When this Tyrant feeth that he' tunes [uu 
is abandoned he hath no berter way to reduce his ſlave under his premivninetion 
Laws, than torake upon him the Semblance of Verrue ;andto bor- 75790 Fn 
row his Enemies beautiesJ:o'cover his own il-favour'dnefſe, This aear.Scn.1.b.q. 
diſguiſe is vertves higheſt praiſe, "tis the greareſt advantage fhe can <«Benehc.c.17 
nave, 
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have, and though ſhe be thereby ſometimes prejudiced, yet is it al- 
ways glorious to her, for ſhe can eaſily diſabuſe the unwary , Ler 
her be bur a little carefull co make her beauty appear, ſhe wins their 
heart, and cauſeth ſo much love in them, as it is eaſily diſcerned, if 
they havenot taken her part, 'tis becauſe they knew not her worth, 
he who could fee her ſtark naked would never be diſloyall ro her, 
and would ſhe diſcover all her pertetions, all her enemies would 
become her friends. 

Tis in fine the greateſt advantage that man can poſleſle : All of 
goods that Avarice or Ambition do promiſc him, ate bur diſguiſed 
evils. Riches are bur a little carth, on which the Sun hath ſera price 
by giving ita colour, Glory whichthe Ambitious do ſo much Ido- 
latrize, 1s bur alitcle ſmoake , and the pleaſure which the Voluptu- 
ous seck after, is but the Felicity of Bealts: but yertuc isa ſolid good, 
whoever poſleſſeth her may vaunt to havein her immorrall riches, 
truc Honours, and innocent delights. Tis the way which Nature 
tcacheth us to mount to Heaven by , the means which ſhe furniſh- 
eth us withall, ro make our ſelves like God, withour fin, and of ſo 
many things which weſeek after, there is none but Vertue which 
can procure us that happinefſe. We ought not to hope for riches, 
ſince » God hath nothing bur himſelf, and that he hath not made 
the world ſo much for his uſe as for his Glory: we ought not to wait 
for reputation, ſ1ace he is unknown, ſince the greatelt part of praiſes 
thatare given him, are blaſphemics, and that the Libertines do un- 
puniſht, condemn his providence. Tis not in fine in the Number of 
our Followers that our Felicity conſiſts, ſince God lived withour 
Subjc&s before he made the world, and thart of as many happy f} Pi- 
rits that do wait upon him, there was not any one neer him before 
the Creation of the Univerle, His Glory wholly conſiſts in his own 
grearneſſe, and without heightening himſelf by the Splendor of his 
workmanſhip, or number of his ſlaves, he finds his happineſſe in his 
Eſſence. Thus Vercuc is the proper good of man: he 1s rich enough 
it he be vertuous, he deſpiſcth the praiſes of the world, and finds 
himſclt ſatisfied —- Teſtimony of his Conſcience, he ſeeks 
for no other pleaſure than what he finds in doing his duty, and as 
God would not ceaſe tobe happy though he ſhould ruin the world, 
the wiſe man would not ceaſe to becontent, ifthough heloſt his fa- 
mily,he preſerved his vertuc,he needs nor care for his body, though. 

it 
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ie be the Organe ofhiSſoul, and without drawing any advantage et- 

ther from his ſtrength or comlineſſe, he onely values that Good, 

| which neither fortune nor death can bereave him of. 

h 5 Tisan ' errour to imagine that the bodies _ contributes to i Fare mibi 
that of the ſoul, and that Vertueappears the more p _ 
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eaſing for being 1; : Graco: 
lodged in a handſome perſonage : as a great man may come forth of c?put bro ve- 
alittle village, ſoa great ſpirit may proceed from a deformed body, Pew crovhore 
and Naturcoft-times faſtens il-favour'dneſſe to Vertue, to teach Us: » ,horet mew 
that we ought ro love heronely for herſelf,tor he is unjuſt who con- *» ezet ipſs, & 
*  ſiderstheornaments which doimbelliſh her, and who nor regarding mnt 
}' trheexcellencies which ſhe keeps incloſed_within her ſelf, amuſerh pm ſuum conſe- 
- himſelfinconfidering the Pomp, which doth environ her. This great #r-t.5en. Epiſt 
* Princeſleis ſo high ſpirited as ſhe cannot toleratea rivall,ſhe is angry ©* 
{ whenſheis ſought atrer, for the pleaſure which doth accompanic 
' her, and likes nor ſuch lovers,as only ſerve her that they may by 
her reap profit or Glory . She will be her ſelf the recompence 
ofrhcirlabours, and though ſhe promiſech them innocent content- 
ments, and true riches, ſhe will berthe = m2uve of their ſcarch. 
Her beauty well deſcrves this reſpect, and he is yet ignorant of her 
worth, who loves her onely out of Intereſt: We muſt never aſk what 
ſhe promilerh us, ſince ſhe gives us her ſelt. We muſt not looke upon 
22 hcr hands, butupon her countenance, nor muſt we conſider her fa- 
3 vours, but her deſert, heis lovely enough though ſhe appear with- 
2 out ornaments, glorious enough though without a Train, ſufficient- 
3 ly magnificent though withour ſplendor,and liberall enough, though k due magni 
27 thepromiſe us nothing when the cals us, If ryere gocourage to fight- 7 mn; 
; jFing under her Banners, there goes glory ro dye in her quarrell, and as on hare 
Fi: 3 {ouldiers love that" Princefor whom they will POWTE Out their bloud pu'cherrime ac 
1:7 andglory in the hurts they receive in his ſervice, Wiſe men love ar Peg 
2X that Vertue for which they loſe their lives, -and Glory in the outra- NT om 
FX ges wltich they reccive in her defence, their minds are not alterecd /#4 adore, & 
2X by ill ſucceſſe, when their ſouls iſſue forth by their wounds, they by 70pm 
/ F their mouth publiſh her praiſes, and having been her ſervants, they Epitt 67. 7 
# rcjoyccro be her Martyrs. | Fortituds 
| Her beauty doth well deſerve this Fidelity, for in whatſveve con- ions Eve 
# dition we ſhall conſider her, the is ſo full of allurements, as he who rervibilia deſpi« 
+ hatha heart muſt love her. How Generous is ſhe when undet the ©» provocer, 
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name of Fortitude, | the deſpiſcth whatſoever cauſeth Fear in man, Av M 
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when without pale looks-ſhe aſſails death, provokes pain, and wins 
the victory over all thoſe angerſome accidents which intreach upon 
mans Libercy, how ſacred-is the , when under the name of friend- 
ſhip ſhe infiauates” her ſelt into their hearts, and inſpires them with 
ſuch courage as they can neither be aſtonith-d with threats, nor cor- 
rupted with bribes:burn us(cry they)when inanimated by this vertue 
invents new Torments, we will never be:ray our frieads , the more 
Pain ſhall cndevour to wreſt our thougrs from us,the more carctull 
will we be roconceal them, and to delerve the names of Faithfull, 
though it colt us our lives, = How delightfull is ſhe, when under the 
name of Temperance the commands over all ſenſualicics, chaſerh a- 
way ſuch 'as are Impudefir, moderates thoſe which are irregular, 
when ſhe firs our defires ro ournced ; and foregoing all ſuperfluous 
things contents herlſelt with necc(laries; How fweet is the when un- 
der the name of humanity * ſhe becomes affable ro all the world? 
when ſhe forbids us to raiſe our ſelves above our equals, commands 
us not to be ſevere to our Inferiours © when ſhe per{wades us that 
another mans miſcheit can never redound to our advantage, and that 
wereccive Glory by what is advantagious to our » Neighbour ? 
How full of charms is ſhe , when under the name of Clemen- 
cy, ſhe Pardons the guilty, ſpares anothers Bloud , as her own. 
when ſheconverts the Criminall by her mildnefle, and by her good- 
neſle comforts the miſerable £ wee muſt alſo conteſle the 1s as well 
the ornament of our body, as of our ſoul, and that there are no 
charms like thole which we borrow from Vertue. « Sce you not 
what life Fortitude puts into our eyes, Majelty wiledom makes 
appear in our b.haviour? with what ſweernefſe Modeſty doth ſea- 
fon our words 7 what a pleaſing bluth ſhamefac'tn<tle drives into our 
forchead, and what a Serenity a good conſcicce cauſerh in our 


countenance»? Truly if women knew how much vertue doth in- 


haunce beauty , they would be vertuous,thar they might be bacuri- 


full:and withoutcorrupting Nature by Paint they mould make uſe 
of no other red than that of (ſhametac'rneſſe, of no other white than 
that of Innocency, of no other Majeſty than thar of Juſtice, of no 
or'icr {weerneſſe than that of Clemency, nor of no other pomp than 
that of modeſty, but the miſchief is we are more carefull in acqui- 
ring Glory than vertue, and labour more to make our name famous, 
than our ſoulsinnocent: wedeſpile the teſtimony of our Conſcience 

and {cek for the peoples approbation, and preferring appearances 
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Nature by Sinne. Eo 
before Truth, r we do not greatly care to be vertuous, ſoas we may 
havethe reputation ot _ {o, 

One cannot notwithſtanding merit this glorious Title, unleſſe 
he part with pleaſure,and Glory for ir, foras he knows not the worth 
of Vertue _ ſecks her only out of voluptuouſneſle, ſo neither doth 
he know hier merit who ſceks her only for Honours ſake, We mult 
reſolveto loſe al things ro come by her,nor can man hazard his repu- 
ration for amore juſt ſubje&, than in the preſervation of Vertue, 


The ſccond Diſcourſe. 


That Morall Yertue hath her faults. 


ſ S night neverlooks more gaſtly than whenir ſucceeds a fair 
A: z as a Tempeſt is never more hideous than when it ſurpri- 

zeththe Marriners after a long calm, and as uglineſle is ne- 
ver more deformed tahn when it approaches neer Beauty: I thought 
the beſt way to make the vanity of Morall Vertue appear, was to op- 
poſe it to Chriſtian Vertuc, and to ſer forth inthe ſame Picture the 


ones defects, and the others perfetions. This harmlcſſe piece of 


cunning will ſuffice to difabuſe ſuch Chriſtians as will heighten Pa- 
ganiſme, tothe picjudice of our Religion, and who prefer the Con- 
{tancy of their Socrateſſes and Catves before our Ignatii and Laurentit. 

Thar which Ithink may have deceived them is nothing elſe bur 
the | Luſtre, which humane Eloquence hath put upon Pagan Ver- 
rue: for we muſt confeſle that Plato hath much better illuſtrated So- 
crates his Innocence, than Saint Baſi//,or Saint Gregory of Naztanzen 
have done that of Abell and of Fob: Titus -Livius paints Out Lu- 
crctia's Chaſtity in bettercolours, than doth Saint Ambroſe the like 
of the Chriſtian Virgins, and Sezeca doth much more hand{omly 
commend Cat's courage, than Saint Augnitine doth the courage of 
the Martyrs. Chriſtian Eloquenceis uncompounded , ſhc is modeſt 
inher praiſes, ſhe is aſhamed to make uſe ota talſhood to heighten 
a Truth, and to honour a Vertue by an Hyperbole, ſhe attributes 
the Saints conſtancy, to the grace of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhe leſſens our 
admiration by diſcovering the cauſes of their patience, and we won- 
der not that Saint Agreſſe and Saint Cecile have overcome their tor- 
ments, when we conſider they were aſſiſted by Angels, and that the 
wild beaſts did reverence their Innocency. Chriſtians having all- 
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ways been more carefull of doing well thanof ſaying well, the beſt 
of their* actions haye been buricd in oblivion; rheir vertue nor ha- 
ving received ſo much Glory,hath not thrown abroad ſuch a Luſtre; 


and wanting Orators to ſpeak 1n her praiſe, or Panegyricks, the hath 


riamAug-lid 5 off- times miſt Admirors : but the vertue of the Pagans hath had 


de Clyits C.6. 
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Þd. x Ethic.c.s. 


all prophane Eloquence exerciſed inthe praiſes rhereot, and all the 
moſt tamous Orators buſtiedin compoling of Panegyricks to her; 
She hath made the beſt ancient Poets {weate; Homer and Yirgil, arc 
but skilfull ingravers, or able Painters, who have endevoured to re- 


preſent unto us rather the mind, then the viſage of their Heroes. 


Yet for all the care they have had to diſguiſe Vertues defcds, 
they may be diſcovered, ifattentively conſidered: for Philoſophers 
who have defined her, have placed her in a certain * Mediocrity, 
which takes from her the Liberty of operating, ſhe is environed by 
two Enemies which will nor ſuffer herro enlarge her ſelf; if ſhe will 


exalr her ſelf, the fals into a precepice, and it ſhe endevour to do 


ſomewhat towards the acquiring of Glory; Humane weakneſle 
which cannot ſuffer it, dothcondemnit as a fin. This languiſhing 
vertuc is ſhackled , and dares undertake nothing of generous, leaſt 


ſtarting from out the Common road, ſhe be accuſed of — ſhe 


is inforced to follow the ordinary Track, and to ſubmit her ſelf rothe 
rules whicharepreſcribed unto her,ifſhe will preſerve her reputation: 


| Liberalicy can do nothing of profuſe wherein ſhe may not be accuſed 
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 Gberalitns n;# 
adſit modus in 
exttium wer. 
funtuy. 1 act. 
_ hiftor. lib. ;, 


of prodigality. * A Prince dares not be magnificent tor fear of being 
thought roo bada husband. Men with-hold their liberall humours 


e\rongh unjuſt Maximes , and keep him from following Nature 


in her Profuſtons, becauſe ſome Monarchs have been known, 
who after having indifcreetly emptied their Coffers,' have unjuſtly 
filled them again: to keep htm within his duty, men ſhew unto him, 
that Ambirion ofc enters intothe ſouls of Kings under the name of 
Libcraliry, thar there are teiwv who know how to diſpenſe their fa- 
Yours , and many that know how toloſe them. Thus Princes can- 
not makeufe of Liberality ; and though the Heavens have given 
them ſo great Territory,they muſt temper Avarice by Prodigality 
to acquire thertit!e of Liberall, 

Valouris underthe ſame conſtraint, this generous vertue receives 
dayly a hundred adviſes, which under pretence of her preſervation, 
haveadeſign to put a period to her conquelts , it (he expoſe her ſelf 
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tro danger, ſhe is eſteemed raſh if relying upon her good fortune, ſhe 
pur on ſuch reſolutions as fear approves nor off, ſhe 1saccuſed of Im- 
prudencie; yet ſhould ſhe beleeve her advice,the ſhould never do any 
thing of generous:and had Czſars and Alexanders valour been limit- 
ed within the bounds of fear, they had never fought , nor been vi- 
oriousz upon ſome occaſions wiſdom mult give way to fortune,and 
Conquerours muſt rather conſult with cheir good fortune than with 
their duties, The moſt glorious vertues ought to be free, they are too 
couragious to live inthrald,they are but the moſt Common ones thar 
Subject themſelves to theſe Lawes, they muſt diſpenſe with ordina- 


_ ry rules, if they will attempt any thing worthy of memory. Poets 
knew this very well;for they have been enforced ro invent heroick 


vertues, and to indue their Heroes with a valour, which raiſed it felt 
above wiſdom,and which in the greateſt perils adviſed only with 
courage,” weak ſpirics terme it a fortunate raſhnes, bur the wiſcſt Phi- 
loſophers call it an Heroick valour. 

Now Chriſtian vertue is happily affranchiſed from this ſhameful! 
mediocrity,w*<* weakens moral vertue:for being moreDivine than hu- 
mane, ſhe is not ſtopr by weak maximes, nothing ſeems'impoſſible 
to her, ſhe ſuffers her ſelf ro be led on by the ſpirit , which in-ani- 
mares her, and wholly throwing her ſelf npon the Providence 
which guideth her, ſhe neicher conſiders her ſtrength nor yer her 
weakneſle , hence it is that the Saints forgo all their wealth , that 
without caring for whatisrocome, they voluntarily become poor, 
and leave the carc of their ſubſiltence ro him who governs them, 
Virgins who by their ageand ſex ought to be timorous, have ſoughe 
out Tyrants.and provoked their Executioners :they thought it was 
a kinde of flackneſſe to waite for wilde beaſts, they 11ritated their fu- 
ry,they deſired to looſe their lives for the glory of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
inſpired them with a ſan&ified raſhneſſe , the love which we arc 
bound to bear unto our Encemics,; doth much exceed the rules of di(- 


cretion, * which forbids us to truſt ina man who hath deceived us , 


and all Chriſtian vertues arc ſo Noblc , that there is not any oneof 
them whoſe perfection doth not conliſt in exceſle, 

Though ſhe be gottento this higl1 pizch, the ceaſcrh nor ro be. 
eaſic, which is the ſecond Advantage which ſhe hath over moral] 
vertue, whoſe whole worth conſiſts, in the difticulty which accom- 
panicth her, the would not bebcautifull were the nor difhculr , and 
ſceing that humanc mindes bet ike themſelves onely to what is pain- 
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Full, ſhe endeavours to heighten her deſert by Labour , ſhe decks her 
Telt with thornes in ſtead of lowers, covers her ſelf with duſt, in 
ſtead of ſweet powders, drops {wear and bloud,in ſtead of perfumes, 
and promiſeth ſuch as courr her, nothing bur diſaſters and 111 luck ; 
ſhe is lodged upon a hill which is ſmooth, ſlippery, and ſteep on all 
ſides, where a man cannotcomeat her wirhour danger of _ into 
a precipice; though ſhe promiſe honour to ſuchas love her,ſhe ſuffers 
them oft times to be confounded,and judgeth onely of theirlove,by 
miſpriſing glory or pleaſure. Shee invites them by herdiſcourſe,bur 
endues them not with ſtrength, ſhe perſwades their underſtandings, 
_ butdothnortraiſeup their wills : and like the Law of Moſes, Ts 
a Infiev may well have ſomelight, bur no heat: * This isthecauſe why her 
wy I ſpzcies pertakers have faln into deſpair, and after having along time ſerved 
jucundaquidem this rigorous Miſtris, they have been forced to accuſe her of ingrari- 
ſedviits = tude,andto blame hercruelty; but whar could they hope for from 
_— an idol, which being the workmanſhip of their mindes, had noother 
pertetions than what it had borrowed from their praiſes, which 
was onely vigorous intheir writings, only beautiful in their Panegy- 
' ricks, and which was not generous, ſave intheir ations. Thus had 
Cato rccourſe to deſpaire,finding noreliefin vertue ; and Brutus ac- 
knowledged when he died, thar ſhe could nor affiſt ſuch as ſerved 
her, that ſhe dazled mens eyes by a falſelight, and that ſhe was bur a 
vain idol], which forſook her followers at a pinch, not being able to 

warrant them from the outrages of Forcune. 

We may truly affirm there have been two ſorts of idolaters inthe 
world ; the one worthipped the workmanſhip of their own hands, 


'b Sicut Nati Þ and by an Immenſe folly put their hope in images which they 


_—_— 14 themſelves were Authors off; though they cannotunderſtand them, 
Philoſophi ver- they ſerverhem with reſ] peR,though they cannot defend chem,they 
bx, i0/a fabvi- fly to them for protection, and dreadrheiranger. The other adore 
—_— re the workmanſhip of their minds, and form unto themſelves Noble 
* © Jdeas wil ich they fall in love with,the more beautifull the idols were, 

the greater impreſſion did they make upon their wils., andthe more 

cloquept they were in deſcribing them, the more ſuperſtitious were 

they in honouring of them, This crrour blinded all Philoſophers 
vertue,wiich ts but a habit which we acquire that we may do Good, 

was the only Divinity which theſchood winckt people worſhipped, 

and nor contidcring that there is nothing in the ſoul of man , which 

} | merits 


of 
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merits a Supreme Honour, they borereſpect to the good inclinations 

thereof, when they were governed by the rules of morality , this ſu- 

perſtition coſt the Apoſtles, much more pain, than the ſuperſtition of 

the people, they had more ado to convert Philoſophers, than Ty- 

rants; and experience taught them that reaſon was more opinionated 

than force. T wo ages vere ſufficient to overthrow all idols of braſle 

and marble, and though their adorers uſed cruelty to defend them 

martyrs through their patience triumphed over them. Bur all the 

Reign of Jeſus Chriſt hath not ſufficed to deſtroy the idols of the 

minde, The Doctors of the Chutch have in their writings ſer upon 

them, but have not been able to bearthem © down; and there be yer - 
ſome libercines, among(t the Children ofthe Church, that do adore - 

them. They are not {o much attracted by thegraceof the Son of «© 1qvterria he- 
God, asby the vertue of the Pagans;go0d Natureappears more Con- die extra tem- 
ſiderablerothem than godlineſle, and they more eſteem Semeca's or 27m © 
Ariſtotles morals,than thoſe of Saint Pawl,or of Saint Auſftine his di- Termut'de 1do. 
ſciple, yet the Vercue waich theſe Philoſophers taught in their 1v/ar. 
Schooles had her eſteem heightened onely by reaſon of her difficul- 

ty,and was admired by her partakers onely through a vain beauty 

which did dazlethem. Bur Chriſtian vertue is at once both beautt- 

full & caſte, younecd bur love her to acquire her;to poſlcſs her coſt 

us nothing bur deſires; and the Holy Ghoſt who ſheds her in our 

{ouls, enduesus with ſtrength ro overcome the difhculties which ac- 

company her ; thereforcis it that vertuein Chriſtians did ofc times 

fore-run reaſon;they were wiſe before the years of wiſdom, and the 

Agneſles who had Jeſus Chriſt onely for their Maſter, were vertu- 

ous before rationall Grace fupplycd their weakaeſle, rorments exci- 

red their courage they were conſtant , not having read the death of 
Socrates,thelite of their ſpouſe made yp all their morality, and his 

maximes confirmed by hus examples inſpired them with more ot 
Conſtancie, than was requiſit to triumph over the cruelty of Ty- 

rants, andto confound the vertue of Phuloſophers. 

* +But truly T do not wonder that che vertue of Pagans was ſo weak; 

ſkace they were divided , and that .rcaſon, which did guide them — 
could never reconcilethem;for though they be ſaid to have one &rhe. 

ſame father, and thar they are ſo ſtraitely united togerher that aman 

cannot poſſeſſe one of them, withour poſſeſſing all the reſt , yet ex-+ 


perience, teacherh us that they have diflcrences which Phi —_ 
| 1 tl 
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hath nor yet beenable ro terminate. Though they conſpire together 
ro make a man happy, they trouble his quier by their diviſion , and 
make ſocruel war one upon another, as tohave peace in his ſoul , he 
is obliged to drive out one of the parties from thence, Mercy, and 
Juſticecannor lodgetogether in one Heart,their Intereſts are ſo dit- 
ferent as they arc not to be accorded. A man muſt renounce, mildnes 
if hewill be ſevere, and ſeverity it he will be mercifull. Morality 
hath nor yer found out a ſecrer co reconcile theſe two vertues, nor to 
unite them together thereby ro make an accomplith't Prince. Wil- 
dom and ſimplicity hold no better intelligence, the one isalways 
diffident that ſhe may be ſecure, ſhe oft-rimes haſtens her misfortune, 
whilcſt ſherhinks ro avoideit;the had rather do ill, than ſuffer ill , 
and her humour is ſogiven to guile , as the beſt part of herbcing is 
made up of diſſimularions ; ſimplicity walks in a clean other crack, 
for ſhe tindcs her aſſurance in her goodnefle: the fears no outrage, 
becauſe fhe belceves no injuſtice, the had rather be unfortunate 
than blamefull, and the is of ſo goodan inclination , as ſhe reſolves 
rather to reccive an injury than to do one. If wiſdom be nor upon 
go00dtermes with fimplicity,ſhe is not upon much better terms with 
valour : Nature muſt do a miracle to make them borh meete in one 
Subjet; they require different tempers, and the averſion is ſuch, as 
morality cannot accord them : wiſe and cautious men are always 
fearfull, and valiant men are alwayes raſh , wiſdom is of a cold con- 
ſtirution, and doth nor ingage her ſelf inany perill till ſhe ſee a wicket 
whereby to get our. Valouris hotand firie, conſiders not danger fo 
much as glory; the one of theſe ſtartles atall things, the other won- 
ders at nothing ; the one and the other of them hath their advan- 
rage, and their defaults, but there is fogreat an oppoſition between 
them,as one and the fame man cannot Poſſefſe them both. Thus 
perfectionisan /dea,which a man may cafily conceive, but never ac- 
quire. Morality isan Art which hath more of light than of force, 
and which very well knows che delert of vertues, but cannot ap- 

paareneir aiferences;'- 5-H He 2 
'Tis mansadvantage that the vices cannot be reconciled, that theſe 
monſters, who haverhe ſame defigne, cannot make the ſame Army, 
and that Nature to weaken them, hath divided them, ro ſay truth 
profuſion and avarice cannot lodge together in the ſame breaſt , and 
thoughthe one of chem procecd from theother, they wage war one 
upon 
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ugon another which ends onely in death, Audacity and Cowardile 
are incompatible, and though Forticude be their Common enemy, 


they cannot joyn together tocharge upon it, Indulgencic, andcruel- 
ry, arc two fukes equally pernicioys ro Monarchics , and 'tis hard to 
4 whercher it be the greater misfortune, to live under a Prince who 
punitheth all; or under * one who puniſſheth none, Licentiouſnes 
countenanceth fin,and when Law are violated, 8&no puniſhment in- 
ficted, no honeſt man can liye ſerutely, Cruelry ſets al the world to- 
gcrher by theears,& as her injuſtice makes no diſtinion of perſons, 
thedorhaſtoniſh as well the inaocent as the guilty; but Name deeh 
not ſuffer theſe two extreams to lodge together,& this wile Mother 
not being able co itnpede theirbirth, thought to oblige us by hinCring 
their ſociety. Iacknowledgeweare obliged to her fore-ſight,andchac 
our misfortune had heen much grearer , if rheſe rwo cnemies of our 
uict could have kept good Intclligence, but it mult alſo be confeſt 
chat ſhe was wanting etcher in Powe: or in wil, when (he wawpermit- 
red rhaethe vertues ſhould war one upon another, and that the good 
Habits, which ſhe had oppoſed ro bad ones,catinot joyn their forces 
ifttour affiſtance. This is alſo an effettof Original (in,ant I am conti- 
dent this diviſion was hot amongſt them in the Seate of innocency ; 
thar juſtice was notan enemy to Mercy , that wiſdom waired not a- 
gainſt ſimpliciry,and char all rheſe Siſters lodg'd peaceably together 
in che heart of Man. Chriſtian Grace which repairs the miſcries of 


6] ſin,with uſe, hath pacificd the difference between the vertues , they 


\Y R_ joynrly under the banner of charity ; this vertue, 
2 which they acknowledge for their Sovercign,quietech all cheir quar- 
= relsztherakes from juſtice what ic hath of rigour to agree it with mer- 


Z cy, the takes from mercy whar it hath of remiſneſſe to reconcile ir 
2X with juſtice. She unites che wiſdomof the Krpent with the inn9- 


7 cence of the Dove : ſhe ſtifles pirticular intereſts, ro tavour the 
© publique good , and bindes chem fo cloſe rogether , + thar 
they torgoe their own inclinations to aſſume the inclinations of 
tlreir Soveraign : Hence it is thar Chriſtians are wiſe without 
malice , and ſimple wirhout ignorance , that they are gcner- 
ous without boldnefſe, and adviſed without Cowardlineſſe ; that 
they are jaſt without rigour , and metrcifull wich indulgencic ; 
they have — of Philoſophers, and want their Er- 
rours,, they catt cheir pleafures, nor their miſerics, -and Poſſeſ- 
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ſing Charity; they enjoy all the other vertues which hold in Fee 


of her Crown. 


The third Diſcourſe. 


That Vain Glory is the ſoul of the Veriue 


of Infiaels, 
a ne (arp Is a ſtrange yet a true thing that the pride of Man was twin 
— in birth to his miſery, and that he beganto be proud aſſoon 
ficut Dii, quod as he was miſerable. Amidſt his greatneſſe he was humble, 


ny. dy whileſt he commanded over all Creatures he obeyed God, and his 


roque princigio Empier was grounded upon his ſubmiffion ; * but when his 


coberendo per diſobedience had cauſed his unhappineſle, ambition ſeized him, and 


ada forgetting that he was a ſlave to the Devil, he pretended to the So- 


exiſlendopria- Vercignty ofthe whole world. To effec this his delign,he tryed many 
6p1umper'ſs- meanes as unjuſt, as ſhamefull: for through a high piece of tolly he 


PTY would ſhakeoff the yoke of obcdience,which he owed to God , live 


ſua virtute,ſed in a finfull Liberty, and follow no Laws, but thoſe of his will. Ha- 
cation four - Ying laid the firſt ground work of his Rebellion , he endeavored to 
Dii.Plus autem framcitinto a Tyranny, and having ſhaken oft his Sovereign he 
epperendo, bu- ſtrove toget Subjes. He uſed Artto make himſelf be.beloved, and 
= —_ violenceto cauſe himſelf ro be feared, he made his equals his ſlaves, 
qu 4 A | > + > 

ſaffceredele- under pretence of preſerving or defending them; he oppreſt their Li- 
git, abilloqwi berty, and turned his falſeproteRion , into a true Tyranny , hence 
abfecit nk. did procccd the firſt uſurpations, which getting authority in proceſs 
14.de Civic. Of time, became at laſt legitimate: for pride was the originall there- 
cap-13- vj. 26» and the delire of government rook away the equality, which na- 
eur alam mer- Eure had placed amongſt men. Thoſe who likeg not this way rook 
cedem laborum gnother road being poſſeſt by vain glory,they endeavored to practice 
7 ywary 8/6 vertue; that they might win glory, and ſtudied to Þ do gallant A- 
banc laudis & tions, onely that they might be praiſed. Their way of Command 
eerie: qua qui 1yas not ſo rigorous, but it wasnot much lefle haughty than the 0- 
_ __ ther;forthey pretended to riſe by merit,and mildly to enforce men 
ip bec cam exi- tOfubmir themſelves to their guidance; wharſocverthey did by this 


motive could no: bc innocent, and whatſoever vercue they exerciſed 
by 
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by this principle had onely a deceitfull appearance of vertne, Vain gxo vite canri- 
Glory was the ſoul of all their deſignes;did they defend their Coun- {37 1,90 
try, did they conduR their Subjects, did they fight their Enemies 9 erceamus,Cicer. 
'Twas rather out of the love of Glory, than of Juſtice. Ler them be pro Archia 
as carefullas they pleaſed to hide their intentions,they were always 
clearly diſcerned by their actions or their words , their thoughts 
might be diſcovered without Tortures, and whilſt the name of Ju- 
ſtice was in their mouthes,nothing bur vain glory was obſervedrobe 
in their hearts ; they did publiquely affirm, that to make a kingdom 
happy, © a Philoſopher muſt either bethe King, or the King a Phi- c Florent civi- 
jotogber, they boaſted that oy had withdrawn men from out of *«*:#*bis- 
Forreſts, that they hadincloſed them within Towns ; and by giving anos entre 
them Laws,they had taught them Civility. They governed a while plileſophantur. 
with mildnes,burt when one went about toblame their government, /% £224. 
or to reform it, they had recourſe to violence, and the ſame yain 
Glory which made chem aſſume the Scepter ro command, obliged 
them to take up Arms todetend it. Thus did Philoſophers become 
Tyrants, and Pride which had uſed cunning to eſtabliſhher ſclt,uſed 
Force to perſerve her ſelf. 

This truth appearedin the greateſt part of Monarchies, but ſhone 
the cleareſt in = Roman Common-wealth; and we may affirm, the 
more ſhe affected vertue, the more was ſhe Subjet to vain Glory « 
4 for thoſe who ſhall examine her proceedings may obſerve, thatall ;1. titerts, & 
_ —_— mpg had _—"o_ _ , than : deſire of caphdites laudis 

reſerving her liberty, of acquiring Glory, or of increaſing her au- 27 9c. 

thoeky, When Neu is vaſour Numa's Picty, and Tullies wil- hot ave | 
dom,had Founded the Roman Common wealth, ſhe thought not ſo Reowaner. Augs 
much uponextending her limirs,as in defending them, ſhe never de- 1-54eGivit 
clared war againſt herEnemies, but when ſhe ſawher ſelt in dangerof © * 
being oppreſt. She fought for her Altars and for her houſes,and her 


firſt commanders had no other ſpurto egge them on to vertue, than 


 adeſireto live, or dy in liberty. When all 7raly was under their 


Laws, when thoſe who would nor be their friends, were become 
their Subicts, they ſuffered themſelves to be tickled with the de- 
ſire of Glory ; and thoſe who had no other thought bur to be free, 
began to covet Fameand Glory. This ambitious Pafſion being very 
powerfull, madethem undertake a thouſand gallant Actions , and 
we muſt confcſſe rhe Roman Coney wealth , was never = 
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obeying Scnarors, they would command over ſlaves, 


f 'Tis erue thar when their grearnefſe was once confirmacd , they 


1 changed their love 6f glory inthe like of volupruouſneſs, rhey pre- 
| Z fſervedtheirpower,only to fatisfte their pleaſure, they gave over do- 


becaule the beſt part of rhe world obeyed them, t 


Z ing of galiant Actions, becauſe flactery gave the ſame praifes 
ro their crimes,as vam glory gave to the vertues of their Anceſtors, 
 andthey troubled themſelves no more with —_—_ conqueſts, 
as their verrue 

ceaſed ro blotfom,, when vain glory ceaſedto inanimatein them, when 
they-knew they could win reputation: by rheir | debaucheries, they 


neglected the glorious labours, which had made their forefarhers fa- 


mous, This change makes it evident that the Romays ſtrove not af- 
rer verrue for her own fake, and thit they fell into rhe ſame tault as 
do, who ſcek her for pleaſures ſake: tor though Honorbe more 
Noble than-pleaſure, and ambition {ſcem to be more generous than 
m.cemperance,yer arc they both equally prejudiciall ro vertue, if wan- 
tonneis {ftenthe heart andabale it, Ambition pufF$ it up,and makes 
it.in{olenc, if volupruouſneſle be bruriſh, ambition 1s crucl, andif 
leaſure maſter the ſenſes, ambition Tyrannizerh over rhe minde, 
bent greateſt diſorder which ſhe cau{eth is,that thoſe whoare pol- 
ſet by her, abandon vertue when ſhe no longer promiſeth them ei- 
| ther glory or pleaſure, for the ambicious contemn obſcure verrues 
which delight in ſolirarineſſe and Mence,; the volupruous fearſach 
VArtues & att auſtere, and which either ſwim in blond, or barhe 


thoun- 


M$ 
Scilla, and ro efface the glory which they had gor in oppreſſing the 
Republique. If Czſar march in Catelizes ſteps , if he happily end 
what the other had unjuſtly undertaken, * it ſeeing no more enc- 

 mies worthy of his anger, hc fers upon his Cirizens; tt being no more 

| ableroſufferan equill, he will have all ro be hisflaves, if by one 
and the {ame faultiheviolme both the Laws of Narnre and of Nari- 
ons, # amongſt ſo many vices, he mingle ſome i}}uſtrious verrues, 
'ms onely that he may win reputation, 2nd that by giving ſome co- 
Jour to hrs Tyranny, hecmay march in thehead of Ceſars, and givea 
beginning torhe moſt famous Empire of the world, For as manners 
were corrupted in Rowe, and that particular intereſt preyailed over 
the publique, the Romans, who labourcd onely aftcr glory, began to 
tabour aftcr government z theſe who thought onely to enlarge the 
Srave, bethougkt themſelves how touſurpr it, and being weary of 
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Of the Corruption of 

themſelves iatears; by a conſequenceas vexatious as neceſlary,they 
both of them adore vice when it1s mixt with glory or with P_—_ 
they have nor ſtrength enoughto defend themſelves againſt a plea- 
ſing or glorious fin, they have not light enough to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween good and bad:and they have fo greata Paſſion for honour 
and Pleaſure, as every thing which doth wss bear the badges thereof 
ſeems ro them worthy to be ſought after, yer this is ſo great a diſor- 
deras Sencca " hath obſerved that thoſe who do love vertue truly, 
ought toloſe Glory to preſerve Innocence, that like Merchants 
who throw their riches over board to ſave their lives; they ſhould 
ſacrifice their reputation totheir Conſcience, and not be troubled 
roappear Criminal], ſo as they be in effe& vertuous, 

I muſt confeſſethat a Vertue ſo clarified, comes very nigh true 
vertue, and that alittle Grace, would havejmade theſe Philoſophers 
Great Saints, yet the Poyſon which doth infect them, is ſo much 
the more dangerous, by how muchir is the moreconcealcd, and the 
vanity which in-animares their vertueis ſo much the more difhculr 


to cure, for that it is more ſubtill and more nice, for though they 


makeno accompt of Honour, andthar they ſeem ro deſptſe Glory ; 
and that ſatisfied with the merit of Vercue, they ſeck not after the 
reputation which doth accompany her, yetare they drunk with the 
eſteem of themſelves, and are their own Idolaters . The lefle praiſes 
they receive, the morethey think they deſerve, and who could read 
theirhearts, would find nothing therebut proud & inſolentthoughts; 
they tyc themſelves up to reaſon, and deſoile Divinity ; they think 
themſclves wiſc, and better than Gods : and not knowing that the 
Angels were Rebels, they become guilty of their faults, for as Saint 
Augnitine ſays very well , all men who ſtop at the Creature, and 
donot raiſe themſelves up to the Creator, are criminall. 

Hetrifles with thoſe things which he ought to make uſe of, he 
makes that his onely end, whichis but onely a means to arrive at it, 
and reverſing all the laws of Nature, he will findin himſelf the hap- 
pineſſe which is onely to be foundin God. Thus arc theſe Philoſo- 
phers proud even when they conteſt againſt vain glory,they trample 
upon ordinary Pride, by a more ſubtill Pride; they deſpiſe not rich- 
es, lave onely that they adore vertue, they looſen themſelves from 
the world onely that they may faſten themſelves ro their own per- 
ſons, andthey make war againſtthcir bodics, onely that they may 

; make 
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make love unto their minds. They are not Epicureans but Stoicks 
they neither love Pleaſ Glory ; yet ceafl Morey wn 
ey ve Pleaſure nor Glory ; yet ceate not to. be flaves, geber facere 1c 


to both of them : ſelf-love is their voluptuouſnefſe , and the »#! #5 /uos 
ad illym qui ba- 


ſatisfaction which they reccive from their vertueis thcir vain glory | 
they behold not one another without admirations and if they a pear pair —no 
modeſt in their writings, their deſigns are full of Pride Doubtlefly, 449mm cxim 
they are proud,fincethey take Pleaſure in themſelves, and they are /iperbus ſe at- 
notaware that this Complacency is a proof of their Folly, ſince (as Jang > rr 6 
Saint Aweu#tineſaith,) every man is a fool who delighteth in him- #7: 9%! 66s 
ſelf, and he alone is wiſe who pleaſerh God. — _ 
0 gk , : et quia 
P... pony __ _— by a reaſon of Saint Pauls, of which pſec Putt eft 
Saint Auguſt the Interpreter, the delight which we have 14 #5 placer. 
inour ſelyes isaſivella ſin as the pleaſure we take in others. This pur 
great Apoſtle doth equally condemn theſe two diſorders, he will Placer. Augult, 
not have us to delightin ouradvantages, the ſatisfaction which we i Plalrar. 
rake in our ſelves, 1s a ſcience, or young ſhoot of ſelf-love, and if we . Sou _ 
be forbidden to loveour ſelves, we are not permitted to eſteem our alert 
ſelves. Saint Peter,all whoſe wordsare Oracles,Places complacency «7910 in- 
amongſt che number of fins, and condemning thoſe who raiſe them- {pen - 
ſelves above their deſerts, he condemnes thoſe alſo who take plea- ſee them 
ſure in their Vertues, and Saint A#g#tine diſcovering the intention Us, vel plate 
of theſe great Apoſtles, teacherh us chat there are two ſorts of Tem- pr kg _- 


tations ; the one exterior, which being cafily diſcovered, are not Placere offe- 
font ceteris © 


rd to overcome; the other intcrior, and which lyinginthe boſom 
of our ſouls, areas hard tocureasto know. Of the _ is their —ronng hy om ribs 
pation, who nor requiring the praiſes whichthey deferve,or who re- 7/p\exe Aug, 
jeRing ſuch praiſes as are given them, ceaſe not notwithſtanding to —— 
be diſpleafing roGod,becauſe being filled withavain glory,ſo much © Honmeriſhne 
the more dangerous, as the mote ſubtill, they delight in themſelves, #7 9nzibae fre | 
anddo not raiſerhemſelves upto the Summum Bonum:; which is the ©: 1n- 
fruitfull Fountain-head of ll rrue vertues. This is the fault whereof oo. - 
prophanc Philoſophers were guilty , the vain glory which blindes 3% apr) 

us ; Ou CO 


the Socrateſſes,8& the Catves, & this is the nice Temptations, which ,,, , 
undid all the excellent wits of Reme and Athens. The reſt which _ 
wereſo very fine, werecontented with the peoples applauſe, and de- Firiacongue- 
manded no other recompence for their vertues , than triumphs _ 
and viQoriesz * and certeinly thoſe could not complain of lan. Angd, 


Gods Juſtice, ſince he hath changed their defires inrocftects, and. 5eECiVILCTS 
Propor- 


mar 


—_— —  —  — 
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proportioning their recompences to their Actions , hath crawned 
their fallacious vertues with a vain Honour , ſince he hath paid their 
Labours with ſo many conqueſts, and hath ſubmitted ſo niany pea- 


ple,to men that are Ambitious of Command and glory, 


The fourth Diſcourſe. 


' That the vertuc of Infideis cannot be Truc. 


Ertue is ſo beautifull as her very ſhaddow is delightfull  vi- 

\ ces have ſome ſorr of comelineſſe when they borrow her 
1ccoutrements, and we cannot forbear praiſing ſuch errours, 

a5 appear in her likely-hood, We approve of prodigality in Princes, 
becaule ic coumerfeits liberality; Weadmire boldneſle in Souldiers 
becauſe it hach an air of valour and courage : We adore ambition in 
conquerours, becauſe it borders upon Generoſity, This errour 
would beexcuſable djd it not advance further;but thereare ſome men 
who preferring appearances before truths, value a glorious vice ar 
a higher rate, thana neglefted vertue, Socrates his Conference with 
his fr:ends ſeems of a more lofty ſtyle ro them than dothS. Pauls laſt 


words, and this Philoſophers diſcoveries prevailes more with them, 


than the examples of our Martyrs. Hence it is that Chriſtians admire 
the verrres of Infidels rhat nor content to. make their Apologies, 
they make Panegyricks in their behalf , and praiſe men: on carth 
Ceveenttn ve ROM God puniſherh in hell. Saint Aaſtize not being abletoendure 
3 Dei etiem this injuſtice, | which had irs birth with the Pelagian Hercefic,, oppe- 


quod videtw {erh it in athouſand parts of his writings, and contradicting the rea» 
virus efje-pec- 


ori #, xec {00s Which i proffers 1n "its defence; Makes Chriſtians confeſle,thar 


acere wes the orearelt part of infidels vertues, are bur glorious vices ; as Iam of 
Deo jine . 1a o his opimon, I will march under his colours, and I will make uſe of his 
m_ 1: p/2cer, WEAPONS tO preſervethe advantages of che Graces of Jeſus Chriſt, 
cu;nif fu ® and to take away the vamty of corrupted Nature, 


we Bur to proceed by degrees we muſt preſuppoſe with : S. Auſtine, 


DS Gemece7 that no ation Can be holy which proceeds nor from Faith , accord- 
ing to this holy Fathers ſenſe a man muſt be fairhful if hewill pleaſe 
God, and the foul which is nor enlightenedby the Divine light,catt- 
not acquire any Chrifttan yertues, that which hath no. regardtothe 
Summum Bonum carmor begood in this ſenſe, and where ſupreme 
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2 bad one br1 
Innocence,and:her 


ſtrength, het wiſdome is tullof crrour, her ſtrength is mingled with 
weaknefle, if ſhe have any'cognizance of vertue, 'tis in ſo confuſed 
a manner, as ſhe cannor diſcern ir from fin , and if ſhe do any good, 
'tis ſo faintly; as ſhe cannot ſhun evill: let her turn on what fide ſhe 

leaſe, ſheis always our of the way, and till-ſhe be guided by+faith, 
ſve hardly ſteps-4ſtep wirnoueſtumblmg, © 1-1 -- 

it mon ind unhappy conduion, expoſe himſelfe'tothe fire for 
Truths ſake : if he fight for his Countrey, if he ſuffer ſor Juſtice, 
hedyes a Martyr to vainglory z as he had noother end than Glory, 
he can look for noorherrecompences and having had no other mo- 
tivethan his own Intereſts, he cannot ſhun the puniſhment which 
his injuſtice-deſerves:+ whenthe vimentions are bad;the actions can- 
notbe good ; and when man propolerhanunlawfull end unto him- 
ſclfe, the means he uſeth rocomerhereby may be ſpecious, but can 
neverbe innocent, Toſuccour amans'Countrey,/ when 'tis in op- 


preſſion, toaſliſt ones Parents or friends when they arc indanger, 


tq hazardlife for the defence of: Liberty , and to loſe liberty co 

reſerve Innocence, are* Actions which cannot be blamed ar the firſt 
fooking upon, and which draw praiſcsfrom all mens mourhes, when 
dey onely -conſider - them |as. chey ary Bur when'-a man 
ſhallpenctrate/into their intentions, and ſhall ſeethar (elf-loveis the 
motive therof, that Honournstheir end; and vain glory their Origt- 
nall , we are boundaccording ro Saint®* Auitines Doctrine to con- 
demne them, and to ſay that vertueand vice differ not ſo much: in 
theiraQions, as in theirdeſignes': rhe Prodigal! gives almes as well 
as. he.,who is liþcrall , deſpair throwes us into danger as -well 
as valour, Pride defends' ther ſelfe better from unchaſticy, than 
doth continence her ſelte,: and: as 'rare exploits are wrought 
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rats cognitio is wanting, no Divine vertue can bepractiſed, Eithe! 
* Grace ar.corrupred Nature;are the Originals of our ations, whatſo- 
ver proceeds from the former is ſacred, whatſoever derives from the 
ſecond is prophane : a good tree cannot bring forth bad fruit, norcan 


forth goon. Since humane Nature hath loſt her 
nations are corrupted , unleſſe ſhe be amend- 
cd by* Grace, ſhe-rematns always biaſſed towards the earth; ſhe 
muſt be.:raiſed'up by faith, it ſhe will look up to heaven, 
though ſhe ſee ner diſorder, the cannot amend ir, and though ſhebe 
conſcious of her evill, ſhe cannot hater, ſhe wants both lightand 
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130 ' Of the Corruption of 
by vain glory, as by vertue; yet all 'men will confefle- thar 
bad actions, that their intention rarnifherh rheir beaury, 
and that their end makes them criminall, Ler Catrtzze overcame 
voluptuouſneſſc, ler him deſpiſe riches out of rhe loveof honour, 
let him affiſt his friends couragiouſly, let him be as conſtant as Cato, 
ler him lead on his deſigns happily,let him order his Troops as wiſely 
as did Scipio, and fight more valiantly than Pompey : Alt theſe gal- 
lant actions will be ſallied,by his bad intentions, and you ſhall have 
rcaſon enough to condemne him, when you thall know that he plots 
the loſſe of his Conntrey, and imployes all the advantages which 
nature hath beſtowed upon him, to the Republique into a 
Tyranny ; by the ſame reaſons, we muſt conclude, Þ chat wharſo- 
ever the Intidels have done, deſerves not the name of vireue, 
{ince the motive thereof was unjuſt, and the end unlawfull. Let 
Scipio undertake the defence of his Countrey, becauſe in duty he 
is bound to do ſo, let him bei cog'd on with glory, or-touch'd 
by compaſſion,' paſle into Arcs, ke him b Carvbagre to 
deliver 1taly, let him defcat Hawmbelt to revenge thelofſe of 
Canxas ; all theſe glorious confiderations cannor him, if vain 
glory, the peoples applauſe, os ſelfe-complacency have bren his 
wy, Thorn, | P i _ nf" 7 b_ 1% 43 300) 
an 1s guilty a5 ofc as he. fiops at the. Creature zRro 
when hegors ot to God; and he makes an Idoll of « eoodnckſe, on 
vertue, when hervorks onely through rheir morions, Man is fo no- 
blc, as he can have no finall end, but God, into wharſvever condi- 
tion {in hath reduced him, he is always bound ro logk'upon him, 
though it benot in his power £0 1inire himſelfe of himſelte ro him; 
yet. is he bound to aſpire thereunto. His Imporency dorh not dif- 
pence with his duty, and though he knows not God, yer he is bound 


when they fought aſer 
nothing, but gtory and-pleafure:, e k Ante. 


morc innocent, or the eſſe guilyy? pon conſt with reaſon, de- 
{11cd onely yertue ; and who deſpifing honour, ſought onely how 


This Truth may feem a Paradox, and there is none who will not 
condemne. Saing Auſine, of too. mugh rigour, if he do not very 


well conceive mans greatnefſe in the 'ftare of innocency *, 
andche corruption of nature in the ſtate of ſin. To underſtand it 


well, 
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Nature by Sinnt, 121 
well, we muſt know that ow* diſobedierice hath nor altered Gods q yitreg we 
Defigne. His:Commands ate of forceafter our rebellion, andthough 24 notwale __ 
we have loſt grace, we are not freed from our obligations: we ought Jon Procepen 
talove God above all things.. Though we have loſt originall righ- aibit amen ad 
teauineſſegwe ought to ſhualin, though we have nor the liberty imPlendum me- 
that Adawhad, wie ought to aljurealter Heaven y choughthe Gates 77.7 ae 
be:ſhug upon vs4 and we ought to have: no otherend upon earth, Scows dicit 
rlbgng et in ———— h —_ have loſt rhe means, Praneſe finem 
* Fhusaze Infidels bound: to- deſpiſe aloty pleaſure, that they ju; 
PIs; ck ourthefinall-cad;;and- they Kaito-of their duries, as oft as netaralicer ads | 
{ACOIR Era and afgloR the Divine Efſence 31/0 1 j" mpooea. 
'All ghe Sroicks would be greas SeintsiF 4man could lone vertue, ;P5 ns 
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finiss D.Tho, 
Rus mort uns 
eſt, f bomines 
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juſtly. value, hed ao0ther riſe but ſelf-love: the Sroicks and Fpicu- Bites _ 
7 4415 aggeedinthis.point, andthough: the. one:conſidered vertue, a4 /apientiare* 
the other pleaſure, they both loyed, man; aud by ſeverall ways en- voaw que- 
deavouredthe ſameend. For (a5*faith'$. 4uſtine) the Epicar aans were jul, atlone 
ingaged in the body. and believing therewas no other happineſſe, per na 
than-what conſiſted inthe ſenſe, the Pleafines of the ſoul ſeemed vo'wniaremgue 
Llufions, trochem z, they thoughrall chat was nor ſenſible, imagina- - 15cm of 
mortux ef : fi'per' dvitrinam haninum qualiſc umque juſtitia, ergo Chriſt us gratic moriune oft» AvR-lib.4,con- 
DO Too ror per pbe pror te 
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. #t. may be Pompey was not. more innocent than Ceſar : who can tell 


ry,& knowing no other life than the preſent, they 'expetedno other 
happines. TheSzoicks were more haughty, and ec ranging themſelves 
from their body,that they might'ement themſelves themoreſtrong- 
ly rotheir ſouls,they deſpiſed pleaſure,thar they might value yerrue, 
their chains were not the weaker for being the moretinely wrought, 
their [rons were not theleſſCforBeing gilded , and: their ſervitude 
was not the {weeter, for being ſomewhat the more Glorious. The 
one lived according tothe fleſh, the other according ro theſoul, bur 
neither the one nor the other lived according to Jeſys Chriſt; - The 
Epicurzans confined themiſclves within their body;the Srorcks-with- 
in their ſoul , but neither did the one northe orherof them'; forgo 
themſelves to faſtento the Summinm Bonum, foo 
Then to be vertuous,it is not ſufficient to loVe Motall'verrge'; ſhe 
cannot be mans finall end ſinewhe is onely'created for God /nbita 
ſhe be a'means to acquire it; fimee?* felb Toveic her original, Fo fer - 
her-focth to chellife; we muſt fay; char inthis ſence els aig 
ſia, which fights againſt apparene miſchicfs'by Hidden ones ;;Which 
hurts us.tobealus;and which never cloſeth'up light wounds, with 
out. making deeper and more dangerous ones; This dught norto ſeem 
ſtrange, tarhoſewho-will conſider thar thete be women whio are 
chaſt, becauſs they wilbbe unchaſt, who } xa nothingtotheir huſ- 
bands; that'tliey may giveallto their Adulterers. Thus did the Infi- 
dels intheir Combats; they oppoſed onefinro artother,they ſurpaſt 
Inconcinancy by vain glory, and freedichemſelves from injuſtice: b 
Ambitions Thoſe I whoſe faults were moſt uſefull 
ro the State, men judged of vertues by their effects,as they oft-times 
do of counſels by their events; and not conſidering their original 'or 
their motives , they were thought vertuous who- were honourable 
inthe Common-wealth.-/They praiſed 'Febriciza'his'poverty ; 'be- 
cauſe irwas a means why:Luxupgyidid note(corrupt «the moſt 4lluſtri- 
ous Families of Rome , They valued Scipives continentie,, becauſe 
there by the inſolencie of the Souldiers was ſuppreſt, and they excu- 
ſed Catoes (everity,, becauſcit preſervedrhe Senazes freedom ;; bur all 
thelcfalſe vertues were true taules': the very beſt of them was worth 


nox virtetes/ed nothing,the beautifulleſt of chem had their defaules, i and oft-times 


thoſe which we praiſe moſt;Ceſerve moſt blame. Itis not impoſſible, 
bur tharCamillz his ambition was more violent than that of Cateline, 


bur , 
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but that he might have prevened his Father in. Laws fault , had h© 


rhought he might havegained as much honour, by the oppreſſion of 
the Repulique, as by her defence? It may be Scipio was no lefſe yain panietar, non 


than was Mariss, and if he uſed it more modeſtly , *twas onely for 


thar he faſhidnes to himſelf a more noble 7dea of glory.” In fine they 
were all faulty ; AndasS. An#ine fays; Catiline was more wicked 
than Fabricius, but both of them were to blame , both of them 
ſhall be puniſhed in Hell, bur F abrici#s not ſo much as Catiline , not 
for'tharhe'was betrer, but for that he was leſſe gicked , not for that 


hewas moreſdlidly vertuous, bur for that hecame ſomewhat neerer 


Traevertue./ ' '* 

- -Fromall this diſcourſe we muſt infer that S, Auftinedoth not ac- 
ran) Gr vertues, which are not Chriſtian , that wil- 
domandForttude; are but weakneſſeand blindngfſe if they be nor 
 fouhded' upon faith';*that he' who is 'not upon good terms with 
himſelf ', cannor be upon ' good terms with his neighbours ; 
that- the wife who is faithleſſe ro God , ! cannot be faith- 
full roher husband , and that the body cannot be chaſt, when the ſoul 
is che Devils ſtrampet. Let us conclude this difcourſe with thoſe 
'gallantwords of 'S; Ferome ; which will betheleffe ſbbje ro ſuſpi- 
tion, for'tharheſeems to reverence'the vertucs of the Pagans, and 
that he's pleaſed ro write their Panegyricke,to encourage the Faith- 
full by their example. = Thejuſt man livesby Faith , ſaith the holy 
ON ſay, thatrhe Chaſte pr pmn.LO wy man lives by 
Faich;” Ler us apply thefe-words ro all the vertacs, let us make wea- 
pons there-out to beat the mis-beleevers & Hereticks withall,cothe 
end that they may learn , thar there is no living well our of Jeſus 
Chriſt; without'whom innocency is guilty,” and verrnevirious; Af. 
ter this Teſtimony, we mayJongYUiſpire the truth of this Do&rine, 
and what 15 eſtablitht by the Aizhorkty of rwo of the wiſeſt Fathers 
ofthe Church, may be. believed without Errour , raught withour 
ſcandall, and defended wirhour any ſcruple. 


ſis cos qui in thritum won credentes , forte & ſapientes, & juftas ſe putant eſſe , ut ſciant 
Chiiflovivere fre ano omnis virexs mwitis eſt. Rieron.),z. in Epift. ad Galat, 
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pelqaſ- man, ſhe is called morality, whento.the making: of-a Farher' 40a 
* family, Occonomie, and when ſhe makes a Stare Miniltey, or a 


adinem Princc, ſhe aſſumes a more Lofty name, and.is. called Rolicyy bur 
- ſheis the ſoul of all choſe Seiences,which, have. na ogher: light chan 


a, neſle; | , a 
- degencrateinto ſeverity, even Temporanceir ſclt, when, it gives 0- 
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The fift Diſcourſe. 


That Wiſdom without Grace is blinde, weak, and +: | 
Malignant. ror Tr 2 


not wonder if hey yeelded the ſame Henouzta Wiſdom, ſince 

according to af incoanca of Philoſophers ſhe is their Sove- 
reign. «Tis ſhe which doth indeed conduct them in theix - 
ments, redreſſe them in their exrours, andaſhiſtsxhemat' their needs: 
ſhe wakes for hr oy __ ha a vs wy 
but particular uſes, this encrall occupations.which cpheera: 
Common good. When ſhe Sn the Compaliioga an, ypright 


T: the Pagans did beleeve thatthe vertues were: Dieties we muſt |} 


what the affords. ther and which.differ within: themſelyesonclyby ! 
the diverſity of their objects, ſhe. is as, neceſlary. in; war: as in Peace, 
and the Generalls of Armies are.more.to. be conunended for! their | 
wiſedom, * than for ther valonr .. In fine, ſhe is the Chain which Þ} 
links all vertues together, which do digbangas. ſoonas the givesaver | 
guiding them . For Fortitude wichout wiſdome.is but meer-raſly- | 
Faltice which.is not accompanicd with diſcretion, doth calily 


vet being guided by her, becomes ether too-remiſs,or zoo, nigorous. 
Soas a man muſt be wiſe to. be; vertuous, and.the- ſhorteſt Way tO 
come byall vertues.isto. get wiſedome, . _ : 
Amongſt many Employments which ace given her, the ? chiefeſt | 
arcto conſult, and rodeliberate, ro Judge, and reſolve, to conduct 
and toc xecute, When the hath done her utmoſt diligence, ſheleaves 
the ſuccefſe ro Fortune, andconfeſleth by this her ſubmiſſion, that 
ſhe holds ofa Sovereign Power which diſpoſcth abſolutely of all 
worldly affairs, Amongſt ſomany advantages which ſo Eminent a 
vertue doth enjoy, it is not hard to obſerve her defaults: and to make + 
Politicians who do adore her, confeſle, that {ince Originall fin ſhe is } 
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become blind, weak and malignant. 
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ight ſeems to fall to *wiſdomes ſhare, and thar leaving Stability 
to Juſtice, Rigour ro Forticude, and Mildnefſe to Temperance , the 
reſerves Perſpicuity to herſelfe, ro diffipare thoſe darkneſſes which 
do obſcure worldly things: yet is ſhe unfortunarein this very point, 
and of all Sciences which meddle with prediction, ſhe is the moſt 
uncertain in her conjeQures. Aſtrologie, which ſeems ro be wholly 
compoſed of Doubrs and Errours, boaſts her ſelfe of having con- 
ſtant Principles, and ro extract the good fortune, or bad fortune of 
men from the ConjunQiion of Planers, and from the Aſpet of thoſe 
Conſtellations which govern ar their birth 5 Phyſick, which ought 
not to be more certain than it's objes, hath Prognoſticks, which 


dooften (deceive it, and the Sympromes which happen to ſick 


folks, do preſage their lives, or deaths. Navigation hath infallible 
rules, and though ir depend upon the Element, which is no leſfſe in- 


q A providends 
prudentia ap- 

felata eft. Ci» 
cer.1.dc legib. 


conſtant than furious , yet doth it foreſee Tempeſts, knows theeb- 


bing —_—_— the Sea, and dexterouſly makes uſe of the winds 
uofity. * But wiſdome hath but feeble conjectures, which ſhe 


drawes from what is paſt, to governe what is preſent, and to foreſee 
whar is cocome. She s thattime makes her know men, bur 
what can ſheobſerve in ſo falſe a Glaſſe, and what knowledge can 
thedrewfrom athingwhich is fo unknown unto her ? forrhough 

ory befinhfalt ro her,” and thar ſhe furniſh her at het necd with 
allthe Miracles of Paſt Ages; though Hiſtory enrich her with all 


her Treaſure, and preſent her with a thouſand Examples, which 


may informeher of the truth, thoughthe lenſes diſcover unto her 


_ thingspreſene,and thar cheſe fairhſull Officers make kad bur faith- - 


full reporrs unto her, yet cannot ſhe by all theirafſiſtances penerrare 
into the ſecrers that arero come. Futurity is atime wich ſuffers nor 
it ſee tobe approached ; two of it's moments makes us looſe our 
knowledge, and the wiſeſt Politician, unleſſe he bea Prophet, can- 
nor themif-forranes w hich Futurity threatens him:thar which 
he-hath tr jar his defence, ſerves moſt commonly for his un- 
doing z and that which he looked upon as the ground-work of his 
fortune, becomes the cauſe of his miſ-fortune : oft-times the 
faireſt appearances produce the worſt effefts, ſomtimes he is bleſt 

+ miſ-fortune, and the wave which ſhonld have ſwallowed his 

5 ; 


| up, doth oft-rimes hap 


- Amy him upon the Shore. 
Therefore hath the wiſeſt of al 


hiloſophers acknowledged that 
Counſecll 
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136 Of the Corruption of 
e conia.4 di- Counſell © whercof, the beſt part of wiſdom is compoſed, depends 
vinnwmeſt. more upon fortune than reaſon, and thar ir was rather to be ranked 


amonglt divine things, than humane. 'Thebody and he fouleareas 
differing intheir conſtitution, as in their conduct: for the body hath 
eyes in the face co conduct it, it ſees whatſoever is before it, 
and none bchinde ir's fight, extends it ſelfe ro.ſuch objects as 
{cek ir, and not to ſuchas ſhunit ;; but the ſoule contiariwiſe, ſeerh 
things that arebehinde her, and ſeeth not things thatare before her, 
her eyes arc on herback, not in her face, ſhe remembers whar is paſt, 
and knows not what's to come, Wwiſdome endeavours to fortifie her. 
ſight, but ſhe isnor fo happy as is Aſtralogy,, which hath found our 
_ _ prolpective Glafles to confider the Stars: ftorafter having made uſe 
u (0 ſium ſu- of her conjectures, * ſhe is forced to confeſſe, that ſhe toretels 
cwiex prelei- things to come, onely by conſideration of what 1s paſt, and thar ſhe 
Behar! 7 is deceived as oft as ſhe undertakes ro judge of what'Mo come. 
pes are onely permitted to conſider this part of tune;. one 
mult be admitted into Gods Cabinet ro comprehend myſteries be- 
fore they happen. The Devils themſelves forall their ſubrill under- 
ſtanding cannot divine, their prediQions are as doubtfull, as ob- 


{cure they ſpeak in hidden termes to excuſe rheirignorancez and + 


the Oracles of theſe __ ſpirits arcalwdys conctived incanfuſed 
words, to the end that their Adorers may nor diſcover their fal- 
ſhood. Man (who is not much lefſe prond than the Devill). per- 
{wades himſclfe that affiſted by wiſdome, he may know ſecrers to 
| come, andcthar experience whichis the Mother of this vertue,may 
= } mg gon ry furniſh himwich conje&ures, the * evidence and certainty whereof, 
_—_— * . arecqually infallible : bur who knows not that experience depends 
on \ any * that a man muſt beconverſant in affaires rocome by ir, 
and that the Proverb of Ars longa vita brevs, ought rather tobe 

afhirmed of the Politician, than Phyſicjan,  _ RT 7 
It wiſdome be voide of light, ſhe is not much better provided of 
power; andif ſhebe-blindea man withour jujuring her, may ſay ſhe 
y Multa bus js yer more weak , for ſhe oft-times ſees miſchiefes which ſhe cannor 
— hinder. It would make for our eaſe, thar ſhe were cither leſle knowing, 
im torn.extum OL MOIC? powerfull ; her light ſerves for the moſt part but to antici- 
memontc1ciu- parcour miſcries, and ro make us miſerable before ourtime, Thus is 
axticip 12. Sn. - Our COndirion worſe thanthat of Beaſts, forthey ſhunan evill when 
k pſt. they fee it near at hand, and remember ic no longer when it'is 


My, Once 
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once over , but we aflict our ſelves both wich what is paſt, and with 
what is-to come, we ſeem to be prejudiced by our advantages , and 
- that wearconely ng y in having too good a memory,and in be- 

ing too wiſe,the one calls back the evil when it is paſt, and the other 
goes to finde it out before it approach, What need is therein haſten- 
ing our diſlikes, in a thoſe evils which come always too 
ſoon, to whar end do we loole the preſent time for fear of the fu 
ture? what good doth it us tobe now miſerable becauſe we mult be 
ſo hereafter * This is notwithſtanding the moſt uſual effeR of wil- 
dom,for as ſhe hath morelight then power ſhe toreſees our diſaſters, 
and not being able to hinder them, advanceth our puniſhment. 

To underſtand chis,we muſt know that wiſdom and power arc 
bur one and the ſamertbing in God, that which deliberares, is that w** 
reſolves,and that which undertakes, is that which purs in execution. 

If from Divine perfeQions we paſſe ro the Divine perfons we ſhall 
finde that the Son, who is the wiſdom of his Father, is likewiſe his 
power,that he whois his thought, is alſo hisſtrengrh, he doth fore- 
caſt deſignes, and finiſherh them , he forms enterprizes, 8 execures 
them, heis that Pallace proceeding fromFupiters brain, which: paſt for 
the Goddeſs bothof ſciences and arms, & which was'ns lefle recom- 
mendablc for her yalour,then for her wiſdom : hence it is that he is ; 
called by ſeverall names inthe noly Scripcure, and that heis ſome- 7, #754 2% 
time called the * word ſometimes the arm of his Father. But in man pei fiu paim 
the(c qualities aredivided, he who is wiſe is not always ſtrong, and appeiiatur in 
whey be hath wiſely reſdlved , he muſt borrow aide from ſome *'#'*: 
other vertue, to execute his reſolution with courage. Wiſdom is ti- 

merous, becauſe cold , valour bold, becauſe hot, and as their quali- 

tics require ſeverall rempers, they do not oft times meet in one and 

the ſame perſon ; but ſay Nature ſhould work a miracle by agreeing 

them , and that a man thould have as much _—_ condu@ , his > Prudentia 
power would never <quall his* wiſdom,and after having given wiſe ED 


Counſell, he would not be anſwerable for the event ; there isa S0- rumeventu ab 
vereigne Providence which hath reſerved untoit ſelf rhe diſpofall of rag por 
all things, and which takes delight in giving bad ſucceNe, ro the beſt | 
refolutions,to teach us that our happineſs, and unhappineſle is in the 

hands thereof, Politicians are ſurprized in their cunning : that which 

happens well unto them in one affair,fallsour clean otherwiſe, when 

heaven forlakes them. | 


T The 
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T his maderhie ow ſay that fortune laughs ar wiſdom, and that 
to confound our preſumption, ſhe had ſo ordered affairs,as that hap- 
incſſe and wiſdom did not always keep Company : ſhe makes fools 
Z haony when the cannot make them wiſe,and nor being able to make | 
: = 7% wilemen fools, ſhe makes them unfortunate, © whence it is that Po- 
{zen Ns iticians doubt whether good fortune or wiſdom be the morerequi- 
9am pruden- (1te ingredient tothe compoſure of a puiſſantPrince, Wiſdom is more 
_ honourable,but good fortune is more certein, wiſdom furniſherh ad- 
vice, but good fortune gives theevent : Wiſdom comes from earth, 
bur good fortune from Heaven : therefore Sy{a,who underitoodthis 
4 Deorum be- ſecret very well, choſe rather the name of fortunate than of grear, or 
x-/icivornes wiſe, and was of an opinion that an Empire favoured by fortune, was 
”y —s *© better cſtablithed, than one governed by wiſdom. This confeſſion 
ccerefhete makes all Politicians deſpair, after having built Altars to their Idol, 
ſunt. Di-vyl. 4 they muſt ere Temples to providence ; and acknowledge thar it 
Halica's  _ js ſhe, whichgives Scepters to ſhephcards , which overthrows the 
Thrones cf the wiſe, which inſpires thetimerous with courage, and 
infuſcth fear into the hearr of the moſt hardy; which ſnarcherth Law- 
rel} from outthe hands of the victorious to crown the conquered 
therewithall. To atribute good ſucceſſe to humane wiſdom is to of- 
fend Divine providence, in all our enterprizes we muſt leave much 
ro herguidance , and in executions we muſt give allto her Glory, 
ſhe is jealous of this acknowledgement, and who fails rogive her this 
Honour, never failes tobe unfortunate. *Tis ſaid thata certein Gre- 
cian named Timothy, recounted tothe Athenians,the victories which 
he had gotten over their enemies , vaunted that his vitories-were 
wrought by his wiſdom,and not by fortune, that they owed their 
< Cum diviaz obligation to his good guidance, and notto his good luck. Thongh 
Port £e;t thoſe inſolent ſpeeches. were onely uttered againſt an idol which 
confi 1a Fi10le inlolent ſpeeches. were onely- uttered againſt an idol whic 
tionibus bame- Could not reſent them... Divine providence forbore not to revenge 
"is non /«ffra- her ſelf uponthis generall, nor ſuffering him to have any good- ſuc-. 
vans a ® celle, in any thing tbat he undertook afterwards ; to Iethim know 
termiaantur, that his former good ſucceſſes were not ſo much the effects of wiſl- 
rem & priden- (omasof Fortune, . ; ja 
- 149958 uf Though thefe two qualities which accompany wiſdom,are ſufi- 
dſtirwic. N ce- Cent enoughto tarniſh herglory, therhird is much more injurious to 
—__ her, ftorignorance and weakneſſe bear their excuſes with them , and 
Wl there are glorious vertues which have not much more power, nor 


much morelighr,bur guile is odious, and vercuc turns to ſin, when 
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ir becomes deceirfull, yer this is a quality which ſeldom forſakes hu- 
mane wiſdom,all her cunning is criminall and being often intereſſed, 
ſhe isalmoſt always *unjuſt couznage is ſo natural] to her, as that all froww injuf;- 
her counſels arethere withall infected ſhe approves of cheating when tie nulaeſt ca- 
we may reap profit thereby ; and becauſe by the Laws of War we 
are permitted to overcome our enemies, either by ſtraragem', or by maxime fu 
force, ſhe thinks ſhe may deal ſo withall men. Lunt, id egunt 

Shediſperſeth her guile into all worldly commerce , be ir either ons ons : 
that particular men end their differenceby proceſleat Law , beirthat Officiis lib.1. 
Marchants traffick with ſtrangers , be it that Princes treate by their  - 
Ambaſſadours , wiſdom fencerh her ſelf onely by cunning , and 
in all herimployments, he who knows beſt how to coozen, is the 
ableſtman. Thus is cheating mixt with wiſdom , and thoſe who are 
not guided by charity,cannor be wiſe unleſle they be deceivers. 

Though Pager vertues be oftdiſguiſed vices, which under a 

counterfeit beauty hide reall uglines, yer there is not any which hath 
a necrer allyance to vice than wiſdom hath. Exempt vain glory from 
remperance in the unbeleevers , and Temperance ſhall be withour 
blemiſh zand. ſeparate force from ambition , and ambition ſhall be 
praiſe worthy ,, but wiſdom is inter-mingled withall fins , intereſt is 

er motive, injuſtice heroriginall, deceit her interpreter, and difſi- 
mulation her Counſellour: ſhe hazards innocency,to effvade infamy, 
ſhe violates Nature to preſervea peece of Earth, and to ſettle her 


 ownStateſhe overturns that of ſtrangers. All her right conſiſts in g Prudentic 


might,under any colour of pretence,which her cunning may pretend <a%eft ini- 
unto, ſhetakes up arms to defendir, and thinks, thar all war is juſt ,,,,2.;,,%8 
whereby ſhe may be aggrandiſed, all her Maximes arc blaſphemies, jabjeta,nec e- 
which give againſt Religion,or ſociety; ſhe frames Gods, and Laws i Pf 
afrer her own Modeor faſhion:ſheeſteems whatſoever withſtands her |, » pore pru- 
intereſt to be weaknes of ſpirir,and is firm of opinion , that the Hea- dents feue 
vens muſt do miracles to make hertraQable. In fine, in the State of Lorry & 
corrupted Nature,it is hard to be wiſe,and nor aChearer. 5 Tis there- aw ws. Outs 
fore that the Son of God, when he inſtrueth his Diſciples, never prodentie ab/- 
adviſeththem tobe wiſe as Serpents, without obliging them ro be Tan x0 
Innocent as Doves; becauſe innocencie without wiſdom would turn fapicitas fne 
to folly,and wiſdom without innocencic,converrt to guile. Tertullian prodentia flut- 
deſcanting upon this paſſage, ſays, that were it in his choiſe he —_ 
would prefer the innocencie of the Dove before the wiſdayn fean, | 
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of the Serpent, and thatif hecouldnot ſhun the two evils, which 

accompany theſerwo vertues, he would rather fall mtothar of Fol- 
ly,than that of Guile; Indeed the Scripture gives the preeminency 
to Innocency, as by this compariſon; for the Dove is much more 
plealing than is the Serpent, ſhe is- the Emblem of Innocency and 
love, ſhe expreſſcth her ſelte by ſighes, ſhe was choſen by God, 
in the beginning of the world for the Meſſenger of Peace, 
and to advertiſe man of the Deluges decreaſe , in the fulnefſe of 
time, ſhe had the honour to Es. elus Chriſt, and to inſtruct the 
Chiefeſt of all Prophets; - The Holy i Ghoſt hath made ir his 
myſtical! Image, and when he would become viſible, he took upon 
him the forme of a Dove, bur the Serpent creeps upon theearth, 
hides himſelf in the grafſe, wraps himſelf in his own folds, and ne- 
verdiſcovers bur one part of himſclte, heferved for an Interprererto 
the evill ſpirit, to expreſle himſclte by, and for an officer ro ſeduce 
man , this was the firſt viſible ſhape the Devill pur on, and. we never 
ſee this Animal, but weare touched with ſome ſecret horrour, which 
reacheth us that the Devill is odious, and wiſdome dangerous. This 
is alſo the vertue of ſelf-love, which endeavours to reftore man to 
what he hath loſt, which withſtands Gods purpoſes, which gives 
againſt the lawes of his Providence and Juſtice, and which under a 
pretence of freeing us from thoſe miſeries which affli& us, endevours 
to make in cach of us a proud Tyrant of a rebcllious Slave. 


The frxth Diſcourſe. 
That there is na true Temperance, nor Fuftice amongſt the Pagans. 


T is not without reaſon, that I joyn theſe ewo vertues inthe 
Pom diſcourſe, and that Imake one onely Panegyrick for Tem- 

perance, and for Juſtice , for thoughall the vertues are allyed, and 
that proceeding from the fame Father 5 they reſemble one ano- 
ther, yet theſe rwo have ſo great a relation one to another, as t 
may be termed _— one namez Juſtice may be termed a Pub- 
lique Temperance, and Temperance a particular Fuſtice, for Tem- 
perance doth the ſame thing in men, which Juſtice doth in States ; 
and theſc two vertues have no other care than to entertain Peace in 
War, and Equality in the difference of Conditions, Juſtice rules 


Monarchies, 
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Monarches, ſtifles Diviſions intheir births, makes Princes Gracious, 
and SubjeRs obedient, ſhe gives untoevery one what belongs unto 
him, ſhe weighs mens reaſons, and conſiders not their qualities, 


' ſhe condemnes Kings if they be faulty, abſolves Slaves if they be 


innocent; ſhe is not to be iy ge with threats, nor bribed by 
promiſes. If ſhecommir any tault, 'ti Hall, and her intenri- 
ons are fo upright, as if ſhe doth any il}, 'tis under the appearance 


of God ; when ſhe forlakes * Kingdoms,they turn» to Tyrannies, 


when Tyrants follow her advice, they become lawfull Kings, an 
whenjhe onccenters a Kingdom, ſhealways brings plenty and pro- 
ſperity with her : Politicians doallo mingleall vertues with her, and 
judge thattobe perfect, ſufficeth robe juſt. The Roman Common- 
th had not increaſed, nor preſerved her ſelfe, had it notbeen for 
this yertue, ſheconteſſerh ſhe doth nor ſo much owe her conqeſts to 
the valour of his ſouldiers, as to the Juſtice of her Commanders , 
and that if ſhehad - Vicories by Combating, they had wonne 
Provinces by their Decrees. This is ſo undoubted atruth, as Cicero 
iathoſcadmirable Compoſuresof his, rouching a Commonwealth; 
acknowledgeth that a ! State cannor ſubfiſt withourthe help of this 


verrue, that ir changeth Name, ſq ſoon as it lofeth Juſtice, and * 


thar it ceaſethto be profitable roit s Subjects, when itccaſeth to be 
juſt ro it's Allyes. A Kingdom without Lawes isa meer Tyranny ; 
and Atiſtocracy without Order, isbuxa Faction of the moſt eminent 
men, and Democracy without Policy, is but aconfuſed Popularicy, 
which cannot keep from falling into the hands of a Tyrant. 

But though the Romans be fo paſhonare for Juſtice, and thar they 
have been obliged by their ſelf-Incereſtro reverence her, yet were 
notthey more juſt rhan other men, and their Republique hath been 
more enlarged by their injuſtice, then by their valour, ſhe was 
borne with the Sword in her hand, and never fore-wene this war- 
like humour, which doth noe much agree with the ſweetneſſe of 
Lawes, her firſtfatrempt was the raviſhing of the » Sabine, and ſhe 
ſufficiently 'wicneffed her Conqueſts were Tyrannicall, ſince her 
Marriages were unjuſt ; uder pretence of affiſting her Alles, ſhe 
ofi-times oppteſt her Neigboursz the took Orphan Princes in- 
ro her protecion, to bereavethem of theur Kingdoms, and being 
moxe carcfull of preſerving her reputation than her Conſcience, 
ſhe ancly ſought . for pretexts.to. invade hex Enemies Territories, 
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when ſhehad conqueredall 7taly,ſhe ſtudied how roconquer the whole 
World, and that ſhe might at the ſame time trouble all the parts there- 
of, ſhe ſence Armics into Africa, Europe,and Aſie; her Pride was 
not leſſened by her greatneſs, her increaſing ſerved onely to augment 
herambition: and had ſhe not turned her weapon upon her ſelfe, 
ro undoe her ſelfe, the world would as yet have groancd under her 
Tyranny. *Tis true, ſhe did ſome Adions which wonne her Credit, 
ſhe would not vanquiſh by Poiſon, when ſhe thought ſhe might do 
itby the Sword, ſheadvertiſed Pyrrhus of his Phyſicians perfidiouſ- 
neſſe, and rendred to,Falliſci that- treacherous Pedant which had 
betrayed his Diſciples to her,bur in both-»theſe exploits,cither» Glory 
or Intereſt was the rule of her Juſtice; ſhe Gloried in overcoming an 
Enemy by Courtefic, whom ſhe could not overcome by Valour, and 
wonthe hearts of Parents by ſending their Childrenback unto them, 
She treated Kings, and) the People a like favourably , for ſhe 
cicher preſuppoſed ſome wrong done, that ſhe might have ſome ſub- 
ject to declare war againſt them; or ſhe offered them her alliance, to 
engage them in ſervitude ,or took them from their Allyes, that ſhe 
might weakenthem , or raiſed ſome revolts in their States, to ruine 
chem. *There have -been Generous Nations, who have preferred 
death beforeher Tyranny, and who have choſen rather to make try- 
all of hercruclty,than ot her ſervitude. Numantium & Carthagecould 
neverendure her Inſolence : the one burnt herhouſes ro preſerve her 
Inhabitants, the other broke her Treaty of Peace to regain her li- 
berty,cirherby war or death. Gaule had never ſubmirred to her Laws; 
had thenot hoped toxevenge herſelf on the Romans underCeſars con- 
duct, and Germany had never ſubmitred her neck to the yoke, if 
Rome hadimployed nothing but her force & valour againſt ir. In fine, 
this proud Republique, which hath wearied ſo many Poets, madeſo 
many Hiſtorians ſwear, and ſtained the Glory of all thoſe Nations, 
whoſe Eſtates theuſ urped ; wonne moreby Treaties, than by Com- 
bates; and hath borne away more Vidories by wiles,than by valour. 
She thought thoſe bareclls moſt honourable, which coſt leaſt bloud; 
and gave him the greateſt Triumphes, who could vanquiſh without 
Fighting. 'Tis true, her Laws were juſt, bur ſoill obſerved, as new 
ones mult be made to maintain the old ones.tillthe Number thereof 
grew ſo great, as ſhe found by experience, that a State is never ſicker 
chan when itneeds {0 manyremedics, Wherefore St, Aſtine conlider- 
a ing 
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ing all the cheats which Rome had"uſed to raiſe her Greatneſſe,con- 
feſſethothat a Common-wealth cannor be juſt, unleſſe itbe Chriſti- 


0 Yer autem 
an; that her Laws cannot be holy, if Jeſus Chriſt be nor the Author $7999) + 


of them; and that her people cannot be happy, unleſſe they be en- ci cujus con- 


lightned by Faith, and cheriſhed by Charity, ere we 


The Romans Temperance was no truer than their Juſtice, andif augug.lib.s. 
the Stare were faulty in her Policy, hi Subjects were as much to de civit.cap. 23 
pl blame in their Guidance. For Temperance formeth men by her 

mildneſſe , governs ſuch paſſions as promiſe us pleaſure; with- 

ſtands dcelightiull Enemies, ſtops their fury in it's birth, diſ-abuſerh 

the underſtanding which they endeavour to ſurprize; and as a wiſe 

Sovercign makes uſe either of puniſhment, ot rewardro reduce them 

to their duties;ſhemaintainsthe Authority of reaſonby her Counſels, 

and he who guides himſelf by her Motions, doth war + of unwor- 

thy.r Shenever thinks thar profitable, which is nor honeſt, andthe p bi tudium 
Pleaſure which delights the ſenſes, never pleaſerh if it be unjuſt, A 
This vertue breeds peace in our ſoules, calmes the ſtormes of hope ras wibil- 
| and deſire; and doth ſo well governthem, as theſe Giddy-headed 9qne wtilequod 

Paſſions, never take wing, bur by her Orders. For the temperate eters - 

man can1 look on beauty, without coveting it; he poſleſlerh riches, 12, ducituy. 

yet loveththem not ; hetaſts pleaſure, not ſurtetcing thereon, and Valer.Max4.6. 

deals ſo uprightly with his body, as it is neither his flave, nor yer his **'*" 

Tyrant. This vertue being ſolovely, ſteals away the hearts of her 

Encmies,and makes her ſelf be admired everby thoſethar perſecute 

her: the laſcivious praiſe her, whil'ſt rhey make war againſt her, 

they wiſh that ſuch womea as they havecorrapted, were chaſt, and 

that ſuch as commit Adultery we chem, would be true unto them. - 

We muſt not therefore wonder if the Romans were raviſhed with her q remperantia 

beauty , that they have praiſed her; and -that'there hath been voſpratim «- 

ſome Commanders, who amidſt the licenciouſneſs of war, have ſip: refs " 

preſt their Pafſions, tharthey might purchaſe the glorious Title of aiyper/ar , 

4 Temperate, they thought that to overcome pain, they muſt over- & 44 [7997 

come pleaſure, thar before they fight for their Country, they muſt 5/47),mun 

tight forreaſon, & that it was not to be hoped forthat he who could ee modem 64- 

not reſiſta womans beauty, could detend himlelt againſt a ſouldiers pitorum, 

valour. Theyperſwaded hemſdives thatcemperance was thefirſt ſtep ſed quanta 

to fortitude, andthar one judged of the vitory whicha Commander qebgas ſenere: 


might get over his Encmy ; by what he had won over his ogy Scnec. El 
ws 
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C pctetenle Thus great men did (tudy this vertue early ; \ ſhe was their firſt 
ſurt ia pruniss Apprentiſage, and when the bloud which bolles in the veines, kind- 
bores ted (cd in them unclean deſires, they quenched the fire thereof by the 
ſe inzenia 1#p«- help of temperance. One of the Scipioes won moreglory by vanqui- 
erunt.Scnec. ſhing his love than by quelling the pride of Carthage , he purchaſed 
$nkeg more credit in Spaix by his Continency, then by his valour : and the 
quitting ofa famous beauty, and free gift of her to her ſweer-heart 

ot hima whole Province, he won many Battels , by defending 

Fimſelf from a Maide, And his enemies were per{ſwaded that their 

Souldiers could not overcome him, whom their Yeomen could not 

corrupt ; this combat is heightened above his victories, his valour 1s 

never ſpoken of, without mention made of his * continencie, and as 

oftas men talk of the taking of Carthage,they adde thereunto the re- 

____ ſtirutionof this Princeſſe, All the Circumſtances of this ation are fo 

© Hl ung. Iemarkable, as they arenot to be omitted withour injury to this gal- 
ficentia Indibi- lant man. He commanded a vitorious army, to which the laws of 
is obfigars war madeall things lawfull, which were not by chem forbidden : he 
Celriberer"m 2d tance a Town by aſſault, the reſiſtance whereof had ſtirr'd up his 
ni applicends, angcr; 'twas thought thar co afſtonith all Spazr.,he would have made 
merits ejus de= jt a crucll example, and that the bloud of the inhabicantrs ſhould have 
Seng" cr, been that wherewich he would have quenched the flames which 
Maxim.1.4 c.3 devourcd their houſes ; that he would have made victimes of all the 
Priſoners, and that it the Womens lives were preſerved,it ſhould 

onely be ro bereave them of their Honours, In this belief they pre- 
{cnt him with a glorjqus beauty, whoſe. misforcune it was robeim- 

mured withia thas-tatall Town : fhe was unfortunate enough to 

move pitty, but coo fair, not to provoke love. The Souldicrs were 

perlwaded that their General would ſuffer himſelf to be vanquiſhed 

in bis victory, andthat he would become his captives captive, they 

expected to have ſeen him once overcome, wham they had alwaies 

{cen victorious. Though they had his continencie in grear eſteem, 

i they did think it was not proof good enough againſt fo exquiſite a 


= beauty ; andthey could not imagine that a man who was yet in the 


w Mp4 prime of his yourh, ſhould haye powerto withſtand the Allurements 
 concitiandum Of {0 faira Maide, who had nothing blr hertears to defend her ſelf 
— withall, The truth is, his eyesthought ro have betrayed his hearr, 


varth.cs, Pd. and * he found how difficult a thing it is to behold a rare beauty, 
Lov. and not lovcirz his paſſion would have perſwaded him,that without 


? 


1n- 
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_— his greatneſs he m_ becomehis captives captive ; he had 
examples cnoughto excuſe his fault, flattery would have authorized 
it,and if he would have liſtned ro his Domeſticks,he had neertrium- 
phed over his love. Amidſt this his trouble, he endeavoured ro 
comfort her who cauſed his pain, and would give ſecurity ro her, 
who intrench upon his liberty. He underſtood by her, that though 
her fortune had made her a Priſoner, ſhe was by birth a Princeſle 
that her. Parents had promiſed her to a young Prince, and thar her 
Fate had caſt her into the hands of her enemies, the knowledge 
of theſe particulars , and that his Priſoner was of ſohigharank; 
was enough to make Scipzo reſolve to: give her her. Liberty : he 
made her Father and her husband be ſought for, who came up- 
on his word into conven. uh every one looked for an event anſwer- u zxine/2rms 
able to the paſſion which gave ir lite : fome think he will de.nand vivgizen crar4 
her in marriage, others, that he will inquire into her birch, and ſee "mags, we 
whether without offending the Glory of the Scipioes he may take vidor potquam 
his priſonerto be his wife , ſome fear leaſt he will begin his Mar- 9pwicilleftri 
riage by Murther, and ſecure his ſute by his rivalls death: few be- Indibii de'pon 
lieve that he will betray his love, and' by one and the ſame at of /:tamyaccerfrg 
Juſtice, reſtore a da hter to her Father, » and a Miſtris to her | a 
ſervant: this mean while , when he knew: that this Princeſſe was nip mois 
no lefſe Nobly born then beaurifull , rhat her Father was Goyer- Vakr.Mrxim, 
nour of a-Province,and thar her fervant did:Command an Araiyhe ga 
preſently.delivered her into their hands,and would no longer ſuffer qu9dprorid,,n. 
his eyes to-bchold a beauty , which might invite him tro doan un- ptiorepn:le a- 
juſt at, and ro Crown this. Noble Aion, * he gave her the "mee 
money which. was brought him for- her ranſom , as part of adjecie. idem 
hcr portion, xo the. cad that. all- Sp4/” might know that ibid. 
Scipio knew aſwell. how, ro. Triumph over Avarice as over 

oOVe.. 

I foreſee I cannot condemn this Action without under-goin 6 

the, jealouſic. of ſuch as favour the parry of the Infidels, that NE LT 
ſhall draw cither publique envie or publique hatred upon me , if \;,;, ,,." 
Iſhall queſtion whether ſo glorious a vietory deſerve the name of ung, peccars 
vertuc orno, and that men will think my love to -Saint Auftine -— Saran 
hath made me forgoe- the love of truch yet according to his 7. 
principles we mult confeſſe, that this vertuc is ain, that not deri- peremwsHiero. 


ving from charity, ! is procceded w {elf love ; that Scipro io ym. Epiſt.4. 


7. N am mnvyenit 
Diabelus quo- 
mode honunes 
etiam boni ſe- 
{fationibus per- 
deret,& nibil 
apud tum refert 
aligs luxurid 
alios continen- 
ti4 ecchdere. 


Teriwl.libete 


ad uxorem. 
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but fence himſelf from one, by an other, and that his kceping 
himſelf from Incontinencie proceeded from vain glory. Infidels 
are {1aves tothe Devil, their will is in his hands, and as long as 
this cruell Tyrant doth poſſeſle them , he permits them nor to 
do any onegood Action, out of a good motive, he may infler 
them to reliſt the violence of Love, or the fury of Avanice z but 
he corrupts their intentions, and never with draws them from one 
cvil, but he ingageth them in another, chey ſhun an ill ſep, ro 
fall into a precipice, and thar will is ſo ſubje& unto his , as after 
long deliberation , they alwaies pur on the worſt reſolution. This 
unjuſt Sovercign fits himſelf ro their inclinations that he may undo 
them , headviſeth them onely ro ſuch things as he knows doth 
pleaſe them, and when he gives any counſel, he alwaies conſiders 
thcir honour ox deſire, he is content that they may practiſe one ver- 
rue, ſo as they mixa vice withit , he cares not though they over- 
come love,loas they give way to vain glory,& as learned Teriullian 
ſaith,z he cares not much whether he dam men by debauchery or P 

incontincencie; Thus I doubt not bur thar 'ewas. ambition whic 
kept Scipio, chaſt , that it. was the ſweerneſſe of glory which 
charmed: the like of Pleaſure, and that in ſo difficult an Aion 
'twas reputation which he propoſed unto himſelf for recom- 
pence. All Conquerours were of his Humour, they left the 
Pillage of the enemy to. their Souldiers, they parted the Pro- 
vinces which they won amongſt their Domeſticks , they made 
their (lavesSovereigns,and of all the adva which they gorby 
their victories they only reſerved glory to themſelves. This man 
feared to loſe his reputation by lofing his Liberty , he was aſhamed 
troſuffer bimſelt robe taken by his Captive, and he would leave 
no ſhamefull marks of his defcats.,, where he had left ſuch glori- 
ous proots of his victories. Vain glory was the ſoul of his vettue, 
his pride increaſed whuleſt his incontinencie decreaſed , and 
Scipio was a ſlave to. ambuien , whileſt he commanded over un- 
cleanneſle, 1:84 2141 14019 9g ; 
That which-hathþcen ſaid of the continencic of this Generall of 
an Army; may be affirmed of Zacretia's Chaſtity with this of 
difterence, that heis., being accompatriyed with Murder, can ad- 
mit of no excule, nor ought in any wife ro: be praiſed. For 
though hcr, death feem to be generous, and that the Romany 
: who 
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who look upon her as the beginning of their liberty , wauld have 
it to paſſe for the Nobleſt ſacrifice which was ever offcred up to 
chaſtiriey yet did ir deferve puniſhment in a Stare well policed. 
And they might have revenged themſelves of living - Zucretia, up- 
on the body of Lucretia being dead. They would difguiſe the 
crime , and make it ſeem a vertue z not conſidering the be amr 
thereof, they looked onely upon the publique intereſt, and f 
Murther had driven the Tarquins from Rome, they had ground 
enough to make thereon a Panegyricke, they therefore place L4- 
cretia inthehead, or firſt file of all Chaſte Women', they blame 
Fortune; for having immurde ſo ſtout a ſoul in fo weaka body,they 
excuſe rhe fin by the effets thereof, and cannot blame a murder 
which was theriſe of the Romany Common-wealth. They juſtific 
her Chaſtity by herdeath , they excuſe her death by her Chaſtiry, 


a Dux Romine 
Pudicitie Lu- 
eretia ferro ſe 
interemt ,Cau- 


 ſamgne, tam 


anmmoſo rt ev}. 
tu, imeprium 
conſulare pro 
Yegio permu- 
tandi populs 
Romano pre- 
buit. Valer. 
Max.lib.6. 
cap.1. 


and maintain that 25s the preſerved her Chaſtity in a forced Adul- - 


rery , the did' not violate Juſtice in' a voluntaty ſt-Murther. 
Buttruely I finde that Saint A#fine hath ſo juſtly blamed her as 
that ſheisnor juſtly robedefended ; andthar heharh made a Dilem- 
mas to which the ſubrifleſ? Philsſopher#'earinor anſivtr, Whence 
iris (fair he * that hewho hath comhirted the fin, is not as ſe- 
vertly puniſhed , as ſhethar ſuffered ir, or on whom it wascom- 
mitted 2 the onedid loſe his Country , the otherloft her life. If 
youexempt her from! the whchaſtieſſebrezirſe ſhe was violatedghoiw 
will you cxempr her from injuſtce',"finee' ſhe was the death of 
an Innocent? «© your Roman Laws; Tappeal royou, which will 
not have the guiley ro be condemned unheard, whar would you 
lay if the crime were in a mooted caſc put ro you, and what 


b Quid hee eft 
qu8d it 0am - 
gravins vinds- 
catur ,queaduls 
terium yon ad- 
miſit,ul'e patis 
pulſus eſt ,hac 


ſummo matlata 


eſt [upplicin. 

Auguſt. le Ci- 
yitlid.1.c.19. 
cSinoneſtilla 


ſentence would yougive, if it were made evident unto you that ;mp.,dicitia 


ſhe that ſuffered death was not guilty , but Innocent 2 would you 
nor ſeverely puniſh ſuch apicce of injuſtice ? yet this is Lucretias 


quitnvita 
comprimilur, 
non th het ju- 


caſe, cruell Lucretia , hath kill'd chaſt Lucretia , whom Tarquin fitiaquacaſs 
had violated but not corrupted. Give judgement according to E- p#1/#«r- Idem 


vidence; -and if you think you cannot puniſh her becauſe ſhe is 
dead z praiſe her not becauſe ſhe was a Murdereſs. For if to excuſe 
her Murther, you _—_ her chaſtity , and if you think ſhe kill 
her ſelf to expiate the pleaſure ſhe conceived in that fin, 'tis not 
4 Tarquin that is onely guilty , Lucretia was as faulty as m—_— 
| V 2 .. —— 


ibid. 

d Car inte ſe- 
Aricem caſte 
C&> innocentiy 
tanta predica- 
ttonclaudatis. 
Idem tbide 
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heed what judgement you give upon this occaſion ; theſe faults 
are ſo linkt together, as they are not to be parted, by taking 
from the Adultery, you adde tothe Murther, and by excuſing 
the Murther , you aggravate the Adultery : you can finde no out- 
let trom this Labyrinth; and you know not how toanſwer to this 
Dilemma which I propoſe unto you. < If ſhe were unchaſt why do 
you praiſe her ? Andif ſhe werechaſt, why did ſhe kill her ſelt? If 
you would rather acquit herof Adultery , than of Murther, con- 
teſſe at leaſt that it was not ſo much the love of Chaſtity; as the 


'apprehenſion of diſhonour which made hertake up a dagger : This 


Roman Lady , and conſequently haughty ,; was more: carefull of 
preſerving her glory, than her Innocencie , ſhe feared leaſt ſhe 


.might be thought guilty of ſome fault, if ſhe ſhould ouwr-live 
the out-rage that was done her z and thought ſhe mighr be 


judged to be confederate with Tarquin, ſhould ſhe not take venge- 
ance on herſelf : Chriſtian Women, who have had the like misfor- 
rune, * have not imitated her. deſpaire , they have not puniſht 
che faults of others in themſelves , nor committed Homicide, to. 
revenge a Rape : The witnefle of their Conſcience , was the glo-. 
ry of their C _ z and it ſufficed'them that God. who is*the 
ſearcher of hearts, knew their Intentions z and ſhutting up all their 


vertue in their obedience, they went not about to violate Gods 
Laws, to ſave themſelves from the calumnic of men. Thus arc all 
the vertues of the Pagays nothing but Pride , their Juſtice; be jr ci- 
ther ſlack , or ſevere, is intereſſed: Their Continency is vain glo- 
rious , and their courage, hath in it more of deſpaire. then of 
Fortitude. 
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The ſeventh Diſcourſe. 


That the Fortitude of Pagans, is but weakneſſe, 
or vanity. 


ficent charmes to make them appear amiable'even to their 

Enemies, *we muſt confeſſe thar Fortitude bears moſt of 
luſtre with it , and that ſeverity which doth-accompany ir, dorh 
not detraRtany thing from it's beauty. Juſtice is reverenced even 
by her ms Tyrancs are aftraid of her ſhadow, and afcer 
| having bootleſly imployed violencefortheir defence,they have been 
fain ro have recourſe to Juſtice for their preſervation: wiſdome is 
adored by all Politicians, a man muſt have loſt his wits not to value 
her, if ſhe benotcſteemed by fools , ſhe is admired by wiſemen, 
all forts of people confeſſe that ſhe is as neceſſary for the Govern- 
ment of private Houſes, as of States. All parts of Morality take 
her for their Guide, and without the aſſiſtance of this Vertue, they 
can neither make an honeſt man, a States-man, nor a Father of a 
Family, Temperanceis beloved by all men, her Enemies reſpe& 


Tf: all Vertues be delightfull, and thar they have ſuf- 


Nonnefortituds' 
optabilis efl, et- 
qui pericula (5- 
teminit & pro- 
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ſe | pefFore ex» 
Cipere. Senec, 


Epiſt. 67. 


her, in thoſe that loye her, they confeſle that pleaſures can neither = 


be innocent, nor yer delightfull , when ſhe is abſent, and thar 
leaſure withoutremperance is the puniſhment of the unchaſt. Bur 
certainly all the Vertues hide their heads, when Fortitude diſplayes 
it's: beauties. Theſe Stars are eclipſed , when the other Sun ap- 
pears; and peopleceaſc from looking upon Juſtice in Princes, pru- 
dence in Politictans,and Temperance in Philoſophers, when they 
conſiderthe courage of the unfortunately Innocent. | 
Though this Iiluſtrious Vertue be ſincere , and that the pain 
wherewith ſhe is aſſailed make her unquier, yer hath ſhe allure- 
ments which win her more admirers than the other have 1o- 
vers: There are but few that look after her, bur all admire 
her, and that becauſe perſecution mult precede courage, every one 
is Content to reverencea vertue, which muſt coſt ſo dear ro come 


by ; ſhe in-nobles (uch as poſleſle her, ſhe comfores the a of 
| aves, 
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ſlaves, heightens the Majeſty of Soveraignes, augments the beauty 
of women, and of all the ornaments whichadorne cither the minde, 
or the body, there is none more Majeſticall than Fortitude, if we 
will believe Philoſophers,there is nothing on earth more worthy of 
Gods looking on, "than a man who withſtands ſorrow and mil- 
fortune ; he deſpileth all that Glory which dazels us; the pride of 
our Houſes is the mark at which his Thunder-bolts arcaimed , the 
Magnificence of our Palaces, arc but the Spoiles of Quarries, or of 
Forceſts , thoſe Pyramides which adde tothe wonders of the world, 
are but hcaps of ttones, tornce from out the bowels of the carth 
theſe Armics which make whole Provinces to groan, either by rea- 
ſon of their numbers, or their diſorders, theſe great bodies whicit 
pour forth bloud from out al their veines to re-hill thoſe rivers, which 
they have drained, arc but ſwarmes of Bees, which decide their diffe- 
rences by fighting : and God looks upon the Glory of Kings, as 
wiſe men do upon a Stage-Play , but he delights ro look upon a 
noble minded man, who grapples with forrow, who ſees his riches 
barnc away withour any agitation of ſpirit, and who in lofſe of ho- 
nour, life, or liberty, preſerves his courage, = 

it te carth proauce nothing which may make God ſtay to look 
upon It, and if generous ations merit not that God ſhould bufte 
bimſcltc about them, yer muſt we contefſe thatrhey are approved'of 
by all le; and that men do moreadmire a Philoſopher 'whaq 
ſuffers death patiently, than.a Monarch who governs his Stare with 
Juſtice, Hethrough his conſtancy triumphs ever wharſoever the 
world hathot moſt furious , ſince he overcomes pain, ht may well 
vanquith pleaſure, fince he deſpiſerh death, he-may laugh at fot- 
twnc , and fince.hc tears not the threats of Kings, he may well: e- 
nough tence hiumſelfe againſt their promiſes : hetranaples under foot 
all rholc pleaſures, which we ſcekatter, and all the pains and ſorrows 
which we apprehend: the greatneſlc of the danger incourageth him 
to battcl], the more difficulty he foreſees, the more glory he hopes 
tar, he values not that much, which coſt him but little; he tries 
himſclte when tortune ſpares him, and to keep himlelfe in breath, 
he makes Enemies, when he meetcth with none. Paſt ages have pro- 
duced men, who. have not changed countenance amidſt Tortures; 
their} xccurionerscould nor wreſt moans from: out their monthes, 
nor make them contale lo much as byafigh the pains which they 


indured ; 
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indured; there have been ſome, who totriumph over Tyranrs, have 
laughed amidſt their puniſhments: ſuch hath been their conſtancy, 
as that Joy did nor abandon them even in rhar condition: their cou- 
rage ſeemed to make them inſenſible, andthat by being accuſtomed 
tro torments, they were grown familiar torhem, Thus did Scevols 
defie Tarquin the proud, his whole hand miſt him, and his butning 
hand ſtruck him with aſtoniſhment : hee eſcaped the Princes 
anger by preventing ir, he pierc't his heart, whoſe body he could not 
hurt, and T#&rqni» judging of the Fortitude of all Remans, by that 
of Scevola, he fearcd ro havetholſe men for his Enemies, who fear- 
ed not the fire, Bur not ro adde to this diſcourſe by exainples, it may 
ſufficc to liſten untothe reaſon of Philoſophers, and ro acknowledge 
with them, what advantages Forticude hath over all other verenes, 
Man began to be unhappy, when once he became criminal}, his 
ſubjects became bis enemies, the Elements declared war againſt 
him, and thoſeclements which went ro his compoſure , divided 
themſelves, that they might alter his temper, and ſhorten his life : 
Pain and pleaſure agreed together for his undoing, life and death 
vere reconciled tomake him ſoffer, Morall Philo , found out 
vertucs to fuccour hiny, and every one of theſe faithfal} Allies ws 
dertook to defeat an Enemy: wiſdome undertook to preveny ti 
diſtant miſchicfcs, and by. her addrefſle toavoid them: Juſtice 
upon her to endal thedifferenceswhich ſelt-love;and Intereſt ſhould 
breed amongſt men, Temperance. charged her felfe with ruling 
voluptuouſneſle , and with hindring ſuch pleaſing Enemies from 
ſeducing reaſon : and Fortitude, as moſt couragious of all the reſt, 
uadertook to fight againſt pain, and to overcome death, This cru- 
cllEncmy to Man-kind defying the power thereof, took a hundred 
ſhapcs upon him, toaſtoniſh che ochers conſtancy, he called in Tor- 
rures,and (ickneſle ro his aid, he invented Gallowſes, and Wheeles, 
he extended Racks, incenſcd Lions, and Bears, armed the Elements 
tro ſatisfic his cruclty, and made torments, and punithments, of 
whatſoever naturehad produccd for ouruſe, All theſe vertues were 
ſiezed on by aſtoniſhment: when they ſaw ſo many Monſters con- 
ſpixe mans ruine, wiſdome contefled, ſhe wanted addreſſe to molli- 
them: Juſtice proteſt, the had not ſufficicat Authority to ſup- 
prefle them; and Temperance proteſted, the wanted vigour to 
reſtrain them : Qnely Forricude- pronuled ro withſtand them : 
and 
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and rhough ſhe ſaw hec ſelfe, forſaken by her Siſters, ſhe reſolved to 
Icumaigas charge updn the : wiſdone offered her her light,” Juſtice her ſe- 
tormenia ſorter vericy, and Temperance her moderation. Wich theſe weak Forces 


Fein ſhe enters the pitch: Field; where ſhe had for affiftince hope, and 


twr,camuain boldneſſe. The form:r inharcned her by her promiſes, the ſecond 
go 4. promiſed «.le{ſe, bur perforine mare; for ſhe diſcovered unto her the 
eat ſarticudo, Weakneſs of her Encmics,and taught heron whar part ſhe might aſfail 
c#/u perpeſiio, them. Fortitude, thus aſſilted, ingaged her ſelfe uponall occaſions; 
Ctolerantia 14 (qo received as many blows as ſhe gave, ſh: mingled herbloud: wich 


__ the bloud of her enzmies; ſhe paſt all her lifein this exercife, & if ſhe 


quznulumine took any caſcafter a fight, "twas onely to prepare herſelf againſt thoſe 
hr ar ye that were to enſue. By all this diſcourſe, 'ris caftly ſeen, that the de- 
que dejicicoco fignes of Fortirudeare much greater thanthoſe of all the other ver- 
#on potef,illic xges,& thatit is not without reaſon that they yield the Honourto her, 


eft indi: iduns | , | 
omar Ince they dare nor appear upon ſuch occaſtons of Combares as the 


virtutum.Luid doth, and bears away the victory. © 
quid boneſte ji: Though Forcicude be thus beaurifullin des, yer is ſhe bur weake 


of NE dcing. amongſt the Pagans, and covers true blemiſhes under deccirfull a 


biz ſententiz. pearances; foras in chem * ſhe cannot havecharity, for her original, 


SenecEpi.67, (the derives oft-times from ſelf-love, and inherits all her Fathers 


n Size dono Dei <c94 "ng 
necvirtures pf; Weakneſſes ; itis her own Glory ſhe muſt ſeek, ſince ſheis ignorant 


ſarrappetivel of Gods Glory, it isanger which muſt give her heat, revenge which 

veberi,nec ez- muſt provoke her, and vain.glory, whichmuſtin-animare her, ſince 

wm mien. "<5 not Faith that doth aſſiſt her. All _—_— mixt together; 
+ 


ns que ſunt 
vitia virtw'ex make up the greateſt patt of her greatne 


watentia devi- 2 minc her intentions, or motives, he ſhall finde that hor nobleſt 
fars. Augguſt, . . All h 'r Y £ 
lþ.34evia Exploits, are but magnificall fins. thoſe men who inancient 


come "pl.c.1. times hayebecn eſteemed couragious, have contem ned onely pain ro: 
© Fereit#1inem purchaſe® Glory , they have given their life for alittle ſmoak, and' 


Genilium mun- 


danzcwpidites, 17 fo unjuſt a battering have ſufhcient]y ſhewn, that their Forticude, 
ſortitudinem was notreall, ſince ſhe wanted Juſtice, and wiſdome. Incffe&, their 
Om moſt glorious Actions have their defaults, their valour is nothing 
Lie enacts, | bur deſpair, andall that the Rowan Eloquence calls courage, is bur 
Armwſir.can.r7 Puſillanimity; Certainly Cato was the wiſe man of Rome, he held 
there the ſame Rank, which Socrates did amongſt the Athenians, 

his death goes for thechiefeſt teſtimony of his courage, and Hiſto- 

rians never ſpeak thereof, without highly praifing ic, hehad fruit- 
 Iefly endeavoured ro appeaſe the Civill Wars, he ſided, which the: 

| Common- 


(NN, 


and. when one ſhall 
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Common-wealth, whileſt every one took part either with Ceſar, 
or! Pompey; he remaincd free, whileſt every one had choſen a Ma- 
ſer, he aſſiſted the dying Common-wealth with his counſell and 
his weapons; he oppoſed his courage to Fortune, and if this blinde 
huſ-wife cou!d have ſeen his merit , the would have been inamored 
thereof. After having given all theſe Teſtmonies of his affection to 
his Country, whar lefſe could he do, then fecure his own Liberty 
by his death, and dipthar Innocent ſword in his bloud , which the 
a Civil wars could nor defile ? he therefore confiderately prepares 
himſelf for this blow,he difſembles his deſign rocouzen his friends, 
he ſpent the night cicher in reading or taking reſt , he encourageth 
himſelf to dic by the thought of Immortality ; when he was well 
rſwaded, he would go ſce what he had beleeved,, and by a gene- 
rous blow, free his ſoul from the priſon of her body : his hand did 
not ſerve his courage faithfully , his Friends, who came into his ſuc- 
cour, bound up his wounds, and endeavoured to alter his deſione , 
he ſeemed to approve of their reaſons, ſoto free himſelf from their 
Importunities: but when he was alone , he tore off his apparel, 0- 
pened his wounds and ended thar with his hands, which he had be- 
gun with his ſword. Fortune would prolong his death to try his 
conſtancie, and this Tragedy ſcemed ſo pleafing to him , as he en- 
deayoured to ſpin it out, that he might the longer taſte the pleaſure 
thereof, * Seneca complaines,thar Eloquence is not happy enough 
ro make Panegyrickes upon this death. He prefers it before all the 
battels of Conquerours, he calls all the Gods to witneſle ir, he 
leaves us in doubt, whether Cats be not more Glorious then his F#- 
piter, he is troubled chat hisage knew him not, Complains that the 
Common wealth, which ſhould have raiſed him above Cezſar and 
Pompey, hath placed him beneath Yatizwws and Clodins, and to cret 
a ſtately Trophyeto this vanquiſher of tearand Death , he ſayes,thar 
Cato,and Liberty died both on a day, and were buricd in one andthe 
ſame Tombe, 
Yerta manneed not to be much enlightened , roobſerve the de- 
* faults of a ſo well 2 gar death , for it Cato be to bepraiſed for 
having killed himſclf, all thoſe that did ſurvive him deſerve to be 
blamed. 'T was weakneſle in Cicero to have recourſe ro Ceſars cle- 
mencie z”'rwas either Folly or Fearfulnefſe in him, not to deſpair of 
the Republiqueswell-tare, and yetto reſerve himſelf to raiſe herup 
ns) 'X after 
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after her Fall. But not to make uſe of ſo weak a reaſon to condemn 


him ; who ſees not that pride had a greater ſhare in this Aion than 


Courage * Who does not thinkthat Cato was prouder than Ceſar, 
and chat it was not integrity, but want of Courage which pur the 
Poneyard in his hand « Who knows not that it was rather weak- 
ncſle, than Conſtancie that made him die ! had he had courage 
enough to have under-goneadverficy , he would never have had re- 
courle to deſpair; he wanted patience in his misfortune, and it he 
could have endured Ceſars victories, ' he had not Commirted felf- 
Murcher ; For it he thoughtit. ſhame, ro beg his lite of his enemies, 
whercfore did he Countell his Son rodo it? If he thought dearh fo 
gloitous,wacrcfore did he dil wade his friends from ir. It he thoughe 
the * Common-wealch . might be reftored by their Counſels, 
whercfore did he deny her his 7 and if he adviſed every oneto ſeek 
for mercy trom the Conquerour , wherefore did he by his errour 
preventit * Whatever miſchicf threatens us, we muſt never flic to 
delpair, though che decree be pronounced,, the Scaffold ſer up, 
and thar all things aſſure us we mult die, we muſt not play the Hang- 
mans part , nor haſten ourdeath to free us from miſery. This is ro 
make our ſelves Miniſters of our encmies cruelty , to excuſe their 
faulc by preventing it, an1 to commir Parricide , to exempt them 


from man (laughter. 


Socrates , who was not better inſtructed than Cato, was more 
generous, becauſe more Patient ; he might have freed himſelf from 
Poyſon by a ſword , and by faſting five or ſix dayes have acquitted 
himſelf from his Enemies violence: yet he ſpent a whole Month tn 
Priſon, he affordech death leiſure ro imploy all its horrours to try 
his conſtancie, hethought he was to give way to the Laws of his 
| py not torefuſe his laſt inſtruions to his friends, they 
intreating tor them, If this Pagan Philoſopher thought he ought not 
ro atremprt any thing againſt his own I:fe,becauſe he was inthe hands 
of juſtice, no man can with reaſon make himſelf away : for from the 
ti;ſt moment of his birth he is ſubjeR to the Laws of God,and unleſs 
he will doan unjuſt ac, he muſt waite, till he that pur him intorhe 
world take him from thence; to haſten our death , is to intrench up- 
on his rights, to kill our ſelves, is * rooOverthrow his workmanſhip z 
and to bcreayc him of the leaſt of his Subjes, is ro atremptagain(t 


d:civicc p.26 lus Sovereignty. In this caſe we have leſle power over our ſelves, 


my % 


than 


_ 
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than over others ; for we may kill an enemy in our own defence, bur 
itis not lawfull to ſhun his fury, by preventing ict. We muſt wair 
till che ſame Judge, which hath pronounced the decree of our Death, 
make it be executed, and it belongs to one and the ſame Power, 
cither to ſhew favour or Juſtice to the guilty. All thoſe ſtately 
words which flatter our vain Glory, and do incourage our deſpair, 
do not excuſe our faule, when weattempt upon our owne lives. Na- 
rure teacheth us ſufficiently by thoſe racite inſtruftions which ſhe gi- 
veth us, that if it be trcacherie ro abandon aplace which a Prince 
liach committed to ourcharge,'tis perfidiouſneſle to forgo the body, 
which God hath givenus the guidance of; and which he hath M___ 
fo ſtraightly co our ſoul ,, as that itis a part of our ſelves. In fine, 
no reaſon canjuſtific deſpair: the number of our enemies, the evils of 
the preſent life, the Good of the Future, the cruelcy of (icknelles, 
rigour of ſervitude, ſweerneſſe of liberty, ſtrength of Tempcacions, 
nor the very fear of ſi1, are not conſiderations ſufficient ro make us 
haſten our death , 'risalwaies poorneſle of * ſpirit, nor to be able to « n+ Canis 
{ſuffer the evil which we will ſhun by Homicide , Pride hath lefſe fads quid po- 
part in this crimerhen weakneſſe, and wharſvever praiſe the deſpe- 7% 4, 
rate man expects for hisattempt, wiſc men will alwaies beleeve, that amicicjucetiam 
if he had courage enough to bear the miſeries of lite, he would never 49% quidew 
have had recourſe to ſo cowardly a remedy. Althe Fortitude of Phi- pro wy 
loſophers is then but meer cowardiſe,thoſe wounds which deſpair 8 diſuadebant, 
impatience have made them give themſelves , deſerve more blame ?mbccilioris 
then they have received praiſe ; a man cannot approve of their faule jr 
wirhoutbecomiag guilty rhereof,and when Senecaimploys his weak ſceruxt.Aug.li; 
reaſons to excuſe Catoes murther, he lets us ſee, that he knew nor *4e civinc.2y 
wherein greatnefle of courage conſiſted, fince he made it conſiſt in 


anaction,which is more familiar to women, then men; to ſlaves then 
to free perſons ; and ro weak than to ſtrong ſpirits, 


i& y Omntbus arte 
| ; b: Wis (7 qut ft, 
| fed jolum fits 

qui Deg ef. 
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The eigth Diſcourſe. 


That Friendſhip without Grace is alwaics inter- 
eſſed. 


their Friendſhip have her defaults: fin hath corrupted the beſt 

things, and her malice hath left almoſt nothing in man, » which 
doth nor deſerve reproach or puniſhment: ſince a ſinner is upon 
bad termes with God, hecannor be upon good terms with himſelf, 
nor with his Neighbour. It he love himſelf, tis in exceſſe , and if 
he love another, tis for intereſt, hiswill being in the power of his c- 
nemic, he can haroly make good uſe of it ; whatſoever he does, he is 
in danger of finning ; hisloveisnot much more Innocent than is his 
hatred, and beir that bc loves his friends, or hates his enemies, tis 
with ſo little juſtice, as he ſtands alwaies in need of pardon, profane 


T: the vertue of Pagars have her ſtains, we muſt not wonder if 


 Philoſophie preters Friendſhip before vertue; ſhe gives her ſuch prai- 


ſes,as tatte of F/attery, andit we will beleeve her reaſons , ſhe will 
perſwade us,that the joynt uniting of Hearts, isthe _ content- 
ment which man can partake of on Earth. *'Tis the knor of Socie- 
ty, without which States cannot be preſerved, nor Families main- 
rained, 

Nature made this proje& in prodution of woman , whom ſhe 
drew from the rib of man , tothe end,thar the reſemblance and e- 
quality which ſhe placed between them might oblige them to * love 
one another z ſhe renews this in brothers , who proceed from the 
ſame Originall, and whoare ſhaped in the ſame womb, to the end, 
that allchings may invite themto love. Vertue endeavours to make 
this good more univerſal, and ſeeing that nature did not giveall men 
brethren, ſhe would give them Friends; & repair their loſſe with uſu- 
ry. For though brothers proceed from the ſame ſtem , they are 
not alwayes of the ſame Humour ; they differ often more in their 
Inclinations, then in their Countenances : but ſay there were 
any thing of reſemblance in their humours , the dividing of 
Eſtates divides hearts z and Intereſt, (which hath to do every 


where) doth many times ruine thcir beſt intelligence. Bur 
* Friendſhip ( more powerfull chan Nature ) makes a *pamty 


ry bo» 


XR 
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between thoſe whom the will unite, the unity of hearts, is that 
which makes all things common, and the wank Thine, and Mine, 
which ſets diviſion between Brethren, cannot do _the like between 
Friends. Nature leaves us no choilc, in her alliances, we are enga- 
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gcd before webe capable of choiſe; and ſhe oft-times makes us lovea - 


Monſter, becauſe he is ou: Brother ; bur friendſhip gives us a free- 


dome of choiſc, the permits usto take the beſt, and we are onely ro 
blame our own folly, if in the liberty ſhe leaves us, we make choiſe 
of one fora friend, who deſerves nor our affection. Our Brethren 
are the —_—_— of nature, ſhedid not adviſe with us, when ſhe 
gave them life 5 and not having the care of producing them, we 
delight not in preſerving them. * But our friends are thechildren of 
our will; we formed them, when we choſe them ; we think our 
ſelves concernedin their lofle, becauſe we have labourcd inthe ac- 

uiring of them. And as Mothers expoſe themſelves for their Chil- 
Gow becauſe they are their workmanſhip, ſo men expoſe them- 


ſelves for their friends, becauſe they arctheir Productions. 


Butnotto ſpend more time in obſcrving the advantages which 
friendſhip hath over and above nature ; we muſt confeſle, there is 
nothing in the world which ought not to giveplaceto friendſhip: 
Law, which preſerves Eſtates, which punitheth vice, defends ver- 
cue, is not equall to her, neither for — — nor power. Puniſh- 
ments nor rewards were never ordained* till« friendſhip began to 
coole ; whil'ſt ſhe continued in full vigour, the uſe of lawes was uſe- 
le{le,and the Politiques do confeſle, that States are better governed 
by good Intelligence amongſt Subjects}, than by Ordinances of 
Princes: the latter reforme onely the mouth, or the hand , impede 
onely bad actions, or inſolent ſpeeches: bur the former reformes the 
heart,and gliding into the will, guides defires,and regulates thoughts, 
The Law ends differences, but frieadſhip reconciles enemies ; the 
law inhibits injurics, but friendſhip adviſeth good offices. In fine, 
the law is requifite to the commencement or initiation of a good 
man, bur friendſhipis required to his accompliſhment ; and by her 
advice renders him perfe&. | | 

She is alſo of uſe ro all ſorts of Conditions, and thar man 
lues nor, that needs not a friend, A friend is needfull ro old 
men, to aſhſt them, co young men, toi guide them , to the mi- 
ſcrablc; ro comfort them, to the ignorant, roinſtcuct them z and ro 

Kings 
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Kings themſelves, to increaſe their telicity. For though their condi- 
tion ſeem to be raiſed above that of all other men, and that amiqlſt 
the abundanceof riches, and honours, wherewith they-are envir0- 
ned, there remains nothing for thei to with for, yer ought they to 
make friends, and endeavour a delight, which agrees as well with 
Greatnelle, 2s with Innocence. Friendſhip is the beſt of all exteri- 
our Goods, and 'twere unjuſt that Kings who poſſeſſe whatſoever 
elic is of good, thould nor poſletſe this ; Friendſhip obligeth us ra- 
thertogive, than to receive , and Kings are ina condition wiere- 
in liberalicy is chcir principall vertue. In fine, happy Princes ought 
not to be Wateary, and I know not whether any one of them would 
accept of their felicity, art the rate of living ſolitarily : Therefore 
oreatneſle doth not forbid fricndihip to 04g cnn that which 
ſeems ro keep them aloofe off from this vertue, draws them nearer 
tOit; and their power is never more pleaſing, than when imployed 
in ſuccouring the iniſerable, or in making men happy. Neither do' 
we ſceany Prince whohathnot his Favourite.* The proudeſt Mo- 
narches of the world, grow weary of commanding, they finde more 
content in a friend, than in a ſlave, and how brutiſh ſoever their 
nature be, they are well content to have one, to whom they may 
un-boſomethemſelves. Tiberizes loved Sejanrws ; and had-not this 
Favourite become his Rivall, ir may be he never had decreed his 
death. Nero could not fence himſelfe from friendſhip ; the ſweer- 
nefle of this vercue, vanquiſhe that Monſters cruelty ; and whil'ſt 
he quencht the flames of Rome, by the bloud of Chriſtians, he had 
ſome Confidents, waom he called friends. This Infidell Prince, 
whoſe ſubjects were all flaves, and in whoſe Empire the deſire of 
liberty wasa fault, wanted not Favourites whom he loved, he plays 
with choſe he opght to deſtroy, he makes thole the objects of his 
love, who ought to bc the objects of his fury , a certain Captive, 
had power over the Tyrant, and under the aſſurance of friendſhip 
gave lawes to him , who gave lawes to the greateſt part of the 
world. 

Though theſe reaſons do mightily inhance the merit of Friend- 
ſhip, yer muſt we conclude in Saint Aw#ines Principles. Thar 
the Friendſhip of Pagers is defective, and doth not deſerye the 
praiſes that are givenit. For if we take Ariſtotle for our Arbi- 
tratour, friendibip ought to be' eſtabliſhed upon ſelfe-love,, and 
Via ro» 


Y 
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ro love his 'Neighbour well, a man muſt love himſelfe well. He f Eft iLeſvi a- 

who prefers the pleaſures of the body, before rhoſe of the mind, in qw 

who hazards his honour to preſerve his riches, and who injures Co edominy 

his conſcience, to encreaſe his reputation, cannot be a good dominari diber 

friend ro others, becauſe heis hiSown Enemy , and who wants nay 

vertue, cannot have triendſhip. Morall Philoſophy with all her pr junkery"3g 

precepts, cannot reforme a diſorder , which fince the loſſe of 0- mumeſſe #per- 

riginall righreouſnefle, makes up one part of our ſelves: the un- nya _ 

righteouſneſſe thereof hath paſt into our nature, and as we can- at 

not without grace be upon good termes with our ſelfe, neither 

can we without her be upon good rermes with others. We ei- 

ther give them toomuch, or not enough, we cannot keep thar 

juſt meaſure , which makes friendſhip reaſonable, we turne a ver- 

rue into a paſſion; or to ſpeak trulier , we make an innocent a- 

ion criminall;- and the ſame ſelfe-love which puts us on ill 

rermes with our felves, puts us upon the like with our Neigh- 

bours z we love his errours, whil'{t we think to love his perfe- 

ions; we excuſe his ſins, in ſtead of condemning them, and we 

ofc -times become guilty of his faults, for having approved them. 

Bloſins confeſſeth he would have burnt 5 Fupiters Temple, if 8 Bloſus vec 

Gracchus had commanded him ſo to do; he thought faltice - wo 

ought to give place to friendſhip, that his friend ſhould be dcarer to =_ ſalu- 

him than his God, and that whatſoever he did through affeRion, tt nam, xe 

could not renderhim faulty. It may be *cwas for this cauſe, that 77.7. get 

Ariſtotle blaming friendſhip , whil'it he thought to praiſe her, tz  _ 

ſaid, that her perfection conſiſted in her exceſſe; and that far dif- deſererer, tweri 

fering fromcommon vertucs, which doconfiſt in mediocrity ; ſhe —vaty pr 

was never moreadmirable, than when moſt exceſſive : That a man 

might give roo much, but not love roo much , that one might have 

roo much courage, but not roo much love; that a man might be 

t00 wiſe, but not too loving, yet this exceſle is vicious, and ex- 

perience reacheth us, that Cotramon-wealths have no more dange- | 

rous Encmies, than thoſe whoare ready todo or ſuffer any thing tor 

their friends. Therefore 'cis that the ſame" Philoſopher "eſeang Ss 

boundsto friendſhip, did publickly profeſſe, that truth was dearer ro Þ 4micw Plz 

him than Plats: 8 that when he could nor accord theſetwo, he for*- <7\es, ed me. 

went his friend to maintain his Miſtieſſe. Hence it is, that Polititians gis awica veri- 

calling in Religion to the ſuccour of Morality, have — = {Arie 
ancecnon 
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affection ought to give way to Picty , and that ſhe ceaſed to be 
juſt, when Re prophaned alrars. | 
i Loquatur Thoſe inotwithſtanding that are of this opinion, have not-for- 
—_— borne to ſet a value upon faulty friendſhip: and Antiquiy doth 
_ byrcho is hardly reverence any friends, whoſe friendſhips hath not been 
amoribus ſub- prcjudiciall either to the State, or to Religion. P:lades and Greſtes 
/-ribemem, P' were of intelligence onely to revenge themſelves. Theſeus and Pi- 
gags Ln r1thois kept friendſhip onely-to fatisfic their unchaſte deſires: Len- 
Vanieſt iludre tulus and Cethegus were faithfull to Catilize, onely that they might 
ane hg beperfidious to their Countrey.But what elſe could one expect than 
Maxim.lib.4. faults, from thoſe who had no piety? what friendſhip could one hope 
Cap. 7 from thoſe who wanted the firit of vertues? & how eould they have 
bin faithfullro their friends, ſince they were unfairhful ro their Gods 2? 
k Noneſivrra if they have lovedany one even till death, * it hath been-our of yazn 
omen tweg. Blory: andif they lovedthem whil'it they were alive, t has been, 
lutinas inter for Intereſt: the {inner for the moſt part loves none but himſclfe 
mberenter 146%, and thoughthis iricgulare lovebeborh his fault, and bis puniſhment, 
pos ed yet hethercin findes his delight, and his glory: nothing can divert 
mori per 5pi- him from his own Intereſt, when he thinks to free hunſelte from, 
ritumſantiums YHimfelfe, he falteneth himaſclfe cloſer ro himſclfe; andit helove his. 
ti ; 0-4» pa friends, 'tis that he may love himſelfe in more places than one, and 
Confel.cap.4- in more perſons if he part with his heart, 'tis that he may receive ir 
back again with the like of others , his love is but uſury, wherein he: 
hazards little to gain much, 'tis an! invention of ſelf-love, which 
2 | ſeeks to ſatisfic it ſeltein others , *ris a trick of humane pride, which 
oY benines makes man abaſc himſelte onely that he may grow the greater, 
per dominatio» which adviſeth him to engage his liberty, onely that he may — 
nemivene fee hers of theirs, and which makes him make friends, onely thathe 
pred texen= Imay haveſlaves, or ſuch as love him. What glorious name ſoever 
tur, ©1090 qneattributesto friendſhip, ſhe hath no other delignes than theſe, 
— when ſheisled on by ſelf-love; and whatſoever language the Infi-- 
-mperite Domi- dels have held, theſe have been their onely motives, whenthey have 
wi efedefde oft either lite, or liberty, for their friends ; if they were falent a- 
rants AB": Midſt tortures, and if rhecruelty thereof could nor compel] theme 
elfiacap.33- todilcover their aſſociates, *twas either for that they valued: friend- 
ſhip more than life, or that _ chought treachery worſe than death: 


if they would not out-live their friends, 'cwas to free themſelves 


from ſorrowand ſolicarineſle ; and if for their deliyery, wy expalted 
emſclyes 
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themſelves tro Tyrants, 'twas for that their words bound them to it, 
and that they thought they ſhould be no loſers in an occaſion, where- 
 in,though with loſſe of life, they won honour. ® And to ſay truth, 
Ariſtotle hath well obſerved, that he who dyes for his friend loves 
himſelf berrer then his friend, and that inan Action which ſeems to 
violate Nature, he doth nothing which ſelf-love may not adviſe 
him to, ſince chat by (| _— de.th, he labours after glory, and that 
by ercRing a ſacrifice unto his love , he buildes a Trophy to his 
Memory. 

The example of Damon and Pythias may confirm this Truth , 
They had been brought up in Pythagoras his ſchool,the conformiry 
of their humours, and opinions had ſo ſtraightly united their ſouls, 
thar death ir ſelf could not part them. The Tyrant Dionyſims , to 
whom vertue was an Enemy,condems one of theſe faithfull friends 
to his laſt ſufferings ; he findes that his occaſions ingage him to 
make a voyage, the Tyrant,who would adde mirth to cruelty, per- 
mits him ſo to do; provided he finde our Baile who may take 
his place, and who will be bound to die for him, if he defer his re- 
turn : Pythias accepts of this Condition, and entring into Priſon, 
witheth that the day of Execution drew nigh, that he might deliver 
his friend , the fatall hour being come , and Damoy not yet appear- 
ing, Pythias is led ro puniſhment , he rejoyceth art his happineſle, 
whilſt the peoplearcafflitedat his misfortune: he excites the Hang- 
man to make haſt, and fears death leſſe then his friends return, and 
without excuſfing his delay, or ſuſpition of his fidelity,he commends 
Fortune,which keeps his fiend from making good his word : at this 
very moment Damon arrives quite out of breath, he preſſerhthrough 
the crowde,preſents himſelf beforetheTyrantand the Execcutioner, 
and calls for his baile in : Pithias pleades the hower is paſt, that Da- 
mon having failed in his aſſignment is no morelyable to death : and 
that it is he (Pythias) that * muſt end what he had begun. This ſtrife 
makes the Hang- man ſtay his hand, moves wonder in the people,and 
ſoftensthe Tyrant, who for their fidelity revokes his Decree, deſires 
to be admitted intotheir ſociety: & this monſter,who had never ſtu- 
diedany thing, but to make himſclf robe feared , raviſhe to ſee this 
Miracle, wiſheth to be beloved. 

It cannot be denied bur that this was a rare example, and that 
' in this mutuall correſpondancy the height of friendſhip is ſeen, for ir 
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» He ſane vires was Of power to inſpirethe contempr of death, *® to cancell the loye 
anicitie mortis of life, to mollifie cruelty, to change rage into mildneſs, andto turn 
eres he Pain of puniſhment, to a glorious recompence , bur who 
dulccdinem ex- doth not alſo ſee, that this conteſtation might rather proceed from 
tingue-exrude- vain Glory, then love © who thinks not that each of theſe loved 
fue odiumin themiclves better than their companion? ſince leaving life ro him, he 
enorem conver would keep Glory to himſelf 7 who will not confells , that in this 
ens 021 diſpute there was more of Ambition then fidelity £ and who willnar 
one Ba. acknowledgc,that ſo gallant an adventure might have been wiſhr for 
Idemibid. by mennot ſo wel known to one anotherzand between whom there 
was not ſo great a friend(hip, as berween Damon and Pythias * 

Burt we muſt not wonder if triendſ{hip be faulty amongſt the Pa- 
g4ns,(ince ſhe is not alwayes innocent amongſt Chriftians, and ſince 
zotereſt, which gives againſt rhe delignes of Charity,keepsher fram 

- inlarging her ſelf, and doth unjuſtly confine her ſclf berween rwa 
partics ; for we ſuffer our ſelves tobe perſwaded by Philoſophy,thar 
common friendſhip cannot be reall, that he who loves many,loves. 
none, and that who doth ſo readily ingage himſelf, doth dilingage 
himſelf wich as much of Eaſe. Yet the Son of God bindes us to. 

|: lovcall Chriſtians as our brothers,he will have his body and blood, 
pYnuceftPater to be the bond of all the faichfull, and that his chiefeſt ? myſteries 
wu me rend onely to the uniting of them together : his pleaſure was,that we 
treseſlis. thould all have oneand the ſame Father, tothe end, we might have 

Marth.c.23- one and the ſame inheritance; he ordeined but one Bapriſme , rothe 

| end,that our birth might bealike ; and that the difference. of Con- 
ditions being banithe from out his Church; reciprocall love might 
not by miſtake bediminiſhed ; he gave us but one head, to the end, 
we might be. inanimated by the ſame ſpirit, and that the — 
of our opinions might be the preſervation of our friend{hip : he hat 

q 0anexns 4 Ieftus hisbody inthe Excharift,tothe end we might have one and 

pane particips- the ſame food and that being converted to himſelf we ſhould be 
7G obliged to love one another , as being his members , he hath cauſed 
4 us to be born in one andthe fame Church, tothe end that we might 
haye but one Mother upon carth, as we have-bur one Fatherin Hea- 
vn; he hath promiſed us one and the ſame Paradiſe ,. rothe end,we 
might have one and the ſame Country z and that. being ſo ftraight- 
ly united in time, we may not-be ſeparated.in-Ergrnity.; yerall theſe 
powerfull means. gannot «cep friendſhip among Chailtians, ſelf 
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lovederides them, thediviſion of wealth divides their wills z every 


one pteters his intereſt before Charicy z the Common people end | 

their differences by ſuice ar Law, Geatle-menby Duels, aid Priaces . 

by Batcails, * Men defend their right eicher by cunning,or by force; * ay ter 

not conſidering that Jeſus Chriſt lives in our enemies, we kill them 7,13, 0.4, 

ro revenge our ſelves, and commit murther,to cancell an injury. carnales eftis, 
But though we ſhould be more charitable, we cannot ſhun being P/-4*4*n 

unfortunate; for ſin hath ſocorrupred our nature, & Divine Juſtice bitathe, 3.Cau 

hath ſo ſeverely puniſhc ſins, as the life of man is rathera ſucceſſion rinth.z. = 

of miſeries, then of years: man cannot live long wichout much ſut- 

fcring, if his body be in health, his mindcis ſick, if his wealth be not 

expoſed to injuſtice , his Innocency is expoſed co Calumny : it he 

fence himſelf from one misfortune, he is aſſayed by another: and he 

learns to his own coſt, that long life is bur a =-y puniſhment. And 

* then again whoſocver engageth himfclf in friendſhip , obligeth c,g,,u0 »we! 

himſelf ronew difpleaſures : as he lives in rwo bodies , he ſuffers jn «mice; & in 

ewo places, and addes his friends miſeries ro his own, it he have ma- Ina _ 

ny friends, Forcune hath more to lay hold off in him: and as affil- tngm km 


&ionsare more common than bleflings, he muſt refolve co be often 9%e metuinu, 
ne qnd tis tone 


miterable. of tingat mali de 
Thoſe deceive themfclves who cfteem friendſhip a conſolation tents malorum 
to the afflicted : to give her her due name, ſhe ought to be rerm- 488% ibs bujur 
ed the tormene of che forrmare, * becauſe ſhe hach made evil ke Ck. 
Commonberween thoſe whomurually love , and ſince the makes cap.8. 
a man ſuffer it his fitends misforcune , though otherwiſe he him- * {iciinrebu 
{elf ſhould be in a happy condition : ſhe augments the number þukojwat%s. 
of the miſcrable, under pretence of diminiſhing ic : ſhe turns cand;in adver- 
a fingle Malady into a contagion : ſhe inlargeth diſpleaſures un- cry 
der colour of eafing them,and by an ingenious Cruclry ſhe findesa me'e ſunt ami: 
means to hurt many, in indcavouring to heal one. -,, Cu impertienda, 
Therefore do the unfortunate fear having friends, when they arc —_— 
unintereſled, they love not that their maladie ſhould be contagious, rumeſſe me- 
it ſufficerh them that they are miſerable withour making others ſo :; roreles lib. 
they are as Coveruous of their Pains,as they have becn prodigall of a 
their pleaſures , they chink notthemſclves freed of their miſeries by 
laying them upon their friends ; they ſhun company tor fear of in- 
feingthem ; knowing that ſolitarineſſeis the abode of the afflicted, 
they forſake the world, and hold for cerrainthat an unfortunate man 
| Y 2 becomes 
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becomes faulty , when he wiſherh for Companions in his miſery, 
Be it confeſt that friendſhip is very faaraſtick, aud chat ſhe im- 
uFiue te torque: princes ſtrange opinions in men z for it they be Juſt, they * ought 
ri lacbryma nit ” ; . 
quam deſrremi. AOL TO delire that cheir fricads contentment ſhould be diſquietcd by 
#45 amicw tu their misfortunes; they are unworthy of their Compaſhon, if they 
p5p1rind7n2 roocagerly deſire it ; they deſerve not robe bemoned if they exact 
felt u nou 6 . A . 
ct, fvexn tears; theyare Tyrants and Hang-men if they will have their friends 
vw 5, delorem to be their Martyrs; and that for having partaken in their Pro- 
muy to arg ſperity ; they ſhould do thelikein their Adverſity: notwithſtand- 
anicu fc ſu- Ng "Lis true, that Friendſhip never appears but in Affliction. *Tis 
blevaridebet, misfortune * that tries Friends , their friendſhip is approved of 
oy "ow 4 when Fortune frowns : we muſt be Miſcrable , to know that we 
Polybium cap. are beloved ; we cannot get this aſſurance without the Loſſe of 
es POTN our Felicity , andas long as Forcune tavours us, we darc not build 
incerta eft ani. UPON Our friends Fidelities. Heaven therefore is the true harbour 
citia: weſcitur Of Friendſhip : 'ris there that our Love divides ir ſelf withour 
_ apo fear of Jcalouſie , and waxeth not weak : 'tis there that we 
bicitardiligs- (hall have ſo many Friends as God makes bleſſed Saintes : "ris 
*&-lhdorlib.z there that without trying them by our Misfortunes , we ſhall be 
« tumm.bono. (ured of their good-wills + 'cis there that reading their Hearts, 
and ſeeing their Thoughtes , we ſhall no longer run the hazard of 
being abuſed by words : *cis there that without fear of adding. 
ro Our miſ-fortunes by the increaſe of-our Friends, we ſhall enjoy: 
all good, and fear no evil : 'tis there that living for ever toge- 
ther , we ſhall no longer fear to be ſeparated by Death or ab-. 
ſence. Finally 'tis there that being perfeRtly united to God, 


we ſhall ſee our ſelves in his Light, and love our ſelves in his. 
Goodneſle, 


_ HE ES A 


nn» wy kw ©@l Fu ow» od -&© wo Doo. 


Nature by Sinne. 165 


———_— A 


The ninth Diſcourſe. 


That the Uncertainty and Obſcurity of Knowledge is de- 
rived from ſin, 


T muſt be confeſt thar man is very unfortunate in becoming guil- 
Is: ſince his perfeions, and his detects are almoſt equally taeall 

to him. ? His vertues are falſe, and his vicestrue, his moſt glori- 
ous actionsdo oft-times derive from ſo bad an originall, as they are 
not to be praiſed without injuring in ſome ſort both grace. and rea- 
ſon. His ignorance dothnort always excuſe his ſin, and his know- 
ledgedoth not always enhance his vertue. The more he is know- 
ing, the moreguilty is he, as Saint Pax/ ſaith, He withholds the truth 
in tat orvay' e; and his lightis intermixt with ſo muchdarkneſſe, 
that it may lead him out of the way, and cannot condutt him, This 
is notwithſtanding mans moſt violent paſhon: deſire of knowledge 
is born with him, and if it makes not hisdifference, it is one of 
his chiefeſt Proprictics. For Beaſts are wrought on by ambition, 
they fight for glory ; andas if that werethe onely reward of their 
victory, they pardontheir enemies, after they have beaten them : 
they are tormentcd with love and jealouſie ; Lions can endure no 
rivalls, andif they want rewards to honour fidelity, they want nor 
chaſtiſements to puniſh Adultery. Deſire of lite is not much leſle 
violent inbeaſts, thanin men; the ſame inſtint which animates 
Tigres to ſcek out prey for their nouriſhment, makes Stags hide 
themſelves in woods for their preſervation. Natureteacheth them 
remedies fortheir evils, and this common mother furniſhech them 
with herbes rocurerhem : the apprehenſion of death encourageth 
the moſt timerous, whenthey are bereft of all hope of ſatety, they. 
turn their fcar to fury ; and to ſhun danger, throw themſclyes head- 
long into it. But the deſire of knowledge is peculiar roman, and 
there is no cruelty, which he uſeth nortto content his curiofity, He 
rips openthe bowels of the earth,- ro know the ſecrets thereof z he 
melts metals, to diſcover their eſſences ; he deſcends to the bot- 


tome of rhe Sea, tolearn the wonders thereof, he .turas the world 
| vplde 
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upſide down, to know it: under prerence of ſuccouring thoſt that 
live, he ciſſects thoſe that are dead: *and ſecks our the cauſes of 
their maladies, thar he may finde out remedies for them. This paſ- 
ſion is much augmented by the eſteem which it hath won in the 
world; fornothing is more honoured than knowledge : the Devil 
gave it creditin the carthly Paradiſe, 8 by the praiſes which he gave 
ir,madce our firſt Parents long after it: theirchildrenimitaced them in 
their errour,8& conſecrated their watchings to rheatchicving of ſorich 
a fleece. Greateſt honours have been conferr'd upon the moſt know- 
ing-men; and if thoſe which have freed their Countrey from the 
Inſolence of Tyrants, havepaſt for Heroes, thoſe who have found 
out Arts,8& who have defended meneither trom ignorance, or fron 
neceſſity, have had Temples and Altars ereted to them , in fo 
much as the Devill kept his word, which his gaye our firſt Parents , 
when= to fequce them, he would perfivade them their knowledge 
would make them Gods : and his promiſe, though falſe, hathbeen 
in ſome ſort accompliſh by peoples ſimplicity , who have adored 
knowing men. For it muſt beconfeſt, rhat che monumenrs of our 
mindes are more durable than thoſe of our hands, and rhat Scien- 
ces have much berter fenced rhemfetves againſt the injuries of time, 
than the ſtatclieſt Edifices of Antiquity. | 
Avifbothles Philoſophy hath had her adubroin all Ages, this gal- 
tant man had more Diſciples fince his death, rhandusing his life ; 
and there have been greater difpures had ro maimain his inc, 
than the moſt famous Conquerour hath given Batrels to enlar 
his Terricories. Homers Verſes areſt!] read withreſpe&t, men ad- 
mire his invention, reverence his defects, and labour almoſt as much 
to underſtand his Conceipts, as tounderſtand Oracles: ſome men 
paſſe whole nights in peruftng his works, who glory to be a dead 
mans IntEeprerer, who enrich themſelves ar the coſt of a poor man, 
and * boalt themſelves of enlightning all mens underſtandings, by 
explicatingthe words of ablind man: ſince his timeall Empires have 
been diſſipated Rome hath feen her ſelf twice or thrice buried under 
her ownruines 5 her Republique hath beenturn'd roa Monarchy, 
and her Monarchy harh divided itſelfe into as many parts, as there 
arc Kingdomes in the world. Men know not where the capitall 
Cities of Medie, and Perſia, were fituated; it js diſputed in 
what parts of the World, Thebes and Memphis were built; rheir 
high. 
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high walls, large circuits, and number of Inhabitants have nor 
been able to preſerve-the memory thereof: theſe works of great 
Kings have nat been ablc ro defend themſelves againſt Time, and 
hes tales of Art havecither beenruin'd bythe Sword, or de- 
voured by fire : but Homers works live yet; Trey was never ſo beau- 
tifull in Aſ64, as in his Verſes , if he could nor keep it from bei 
burnt, he hath kept it from being forgotten. The Grecian Achilles, 
and Hedtor of Troy, never won fo much renown by their valour, as 
by his praiſes. This onely example makes it evident, that Know- 
ledge hath the upper-hand of Courage, and that the labours of the 
brain are more durable than the Conqueſts of Kings; yer hath 
knowledge her defaults, ſince the ſtate of fin, and there is no know- 
ledge fo certain, which admits not of doubts , none fo profitable, 
- which isnordifcommodious, nornoneſo good, which is notbad, <Philſopborum 


True knowledge ought to have two qualities; Evidence, and - > > 
Certainty : « the firſt wirhout the ſecond occafionerh Opinion, the ſciensan tres 
fecond withour the tirſt, produceth Faith. Therfore tis that all Sci- ———_ 

0 cl 


ences boaſt to poſſeſſe thefe rwoadvancages, and: employ all their; T1, 5; 
powerto perfwade us, that they ate cvident, and: Ar bur. the' »-» ore 
means they make uſc of ro provethis, contradidts their defign, and 7» 7 1904 


actes dirigatur 


makes their doubts and obſcuricics equally r.. For they draw 1 umrwn, ii 
theirlight eirherfrom Time, Aurhority, or Experience.: Time is ocul2s mibi effe- 
the father of truch, bur is-alfo.oft-tunes the murtherer thereof, ac-: 4i%2t- Seoee- 
eordingtothe Rabbines ,' 'risthe witnefle of all chings, butir ſuffers ***: 
corrupuon; andthe depoſitions. rhereof are as obſcure, as doubt- 
full: alt knowing men complain, tharlife is ſhorr, the way to know- 
ledge Jong z and thar-it were rcquifite ro ſpend whole: Ages inthe 
School of Time,tcobecomelcarned.” Tis only:permitted ro Demons, 
who are ancient as the world, toprofit undera Maſter, that diſcovers 
his ſecrets only ro ſuch,as through cheirown induſtry obſerve them. 

Authority is grounded uponthe worth of thoſe who have gone 
before us: their antiquity givesrhem credie, we think themabler 
than ourſelves, onely becauſe:they arcolder:, and we dare figk Op 
pole their opinions,becauſerhey.a1e no-longerable to defend them 
they onelyrule, becauſe they live no. longer, and. if they beare a» 
way the vidtory, -tis-beeauſe they are wirhour the:danger of the 
fight, Their-Maximos ſerves us. for Oracles,' their wills ſcrye us 
for laws, and they may fay, as Kings, Thu i onr Pleaſare. m_ | 

which .. 
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which deſtroyes the power of —— eſtabliſheth the Tyranny 
of Philoſophers, and theſe men who live no longer, have yer 
credit enough ro triumph over our liberty. Yer 1s their antiquity a 
proofe of their ignorance: ſincethey have ſcen leſſe then we, they 
ſhould in reaſon know leſfle; and fince they lived in the firſt Ages, 
they could not have made ſufficient obſervations to diſcern the truth, 
That which we call the worlds Antiquity, * was bur it's Infancy, 
men, not being able to advantage themſelves by the labour of their 


Anceſtours, did live in profound ignorance , -and left the glory 


of finding our truth, to the care of thoſe that ſhould ſucceed 
them, 

Experience is grounded upon the Senſcs, and hathall her good 
from their reports: but all men know theſe Meſſengers are untaich- 
full, that they are corrupted by obje&s, that the ſoule which is 


| by them adviſed, is oft-rimes deceived ; and thar nature hath given 
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_ Totarerum na- 


her an inward light, to free her ſelfe from their Superchery : they 
miſtakethemſelvesdaily in their own operations; & ft we will belicye 
theſe blinde guides, we ſhall be always engaged in errour. The 
Sun appears greater at hisriſing, than at Noon-day; the Heayens 
ſeem to meet with the earth at the Levell of the Horizon, and 
men think a long walk narrower in the extremities thereof, than in 
the middle. « Wherefore the wiſeſt Philoſophers, knowing the va- 
nity of che Senſes, have confeſt the like of Sciences; and being 


preſſed by Truth it ſelte, have been forc't ro acknowledge, thar 


that there was nothing cercainin them, but their uncertajnty z nor 
any thing evident, but their obſcuriry. The modeſteſt among them 
have boaſted to know nothing, but that they knew nothing; and to 
havelearnt by their ſtudy, char mans greateſt knowledge was bur 
a Depth of ignorance. | 

T he uncertainty thereof is accompanied with uſeleſſeneſſe, and 
ler her promiſe what ſhepleaſeth, ſhe teacheth us things which arc 
rather curious, than profitable, Science is not vain onely, becauſe 
ſhe is proud, bur becauſe ſheis given tolying : for ſhe makes thoſe 
that court her hope for miracles; and to hear her ſervants, or her 
{laves ſpeak, you wouldrhink that were a remedy for all evils, and 
a mcans to come by all vertues: bur if we will examine all themi- 
ſerics of men, we ſhall not findeany one that maybe leſſened by 
knowledge. Sin hath reduced them to a condition whercij;1 both 


good 


Nature by $ fame, | O 


good and bad, are equally ey ng to them: ſome apprehend 


dearh which threatens them, ſome complain of poverty - where- 
withthey arc afflicted, ſome are ſlaves to their riches, and wonders 
that plenty ſhould bereave them of liberty: this man dreads ill for- 
tune, that man is glutted with 'good : ſome are perſecuted on 


carth, ſome puniſhr from heaven. All theſe ſtand in need of RP | 


in their differing conditions, -andarein danger of ſhipwrack, unleſle 
they be affifted .by a favourable and gracious hand, Knowledge 
baaſtedthat ſhe would:{uccour them, and men abuſed by her pro- 
miſes; fided-with her unger this confidence, bur after they had liſt- 


ncd to: her: inſtructions, they.tound 'the abounded more in light, / 


then in hear, nd morein vanity, then in power. To fay truth, ſhe 
buſicrlber ſelfe' incenlightning .che underſtanding, nor being able 
ro heat the will; and 1n'({tcad_ of inſtrufting things uſctull, ſhe is 
content tovent curiofities. Not being ablero accord the Elements 
within-ourbodies, nor yet the paſſions in our ſoules, ſhe buſteth her 
ſeife in ſorting voices, andin forming an agreeable harmony out of 
differing Tones; nor being able ro withſtand vices, nor irregular 
inclinations, ſhe undertakes to fight againſt wilde-beaſts, or ene- 
mies;z. to ger the victory where' the danger. exceeds the. honour 
and to bear away Triumph, where injuſtice and fortune have a 
greaterſhare then courage or wiſdome. _ 
When ſhe ſaw ſhe could not obſerve the wonders of nature, ſhe 
appl1'd her ſelfe roconfider the Debauchments , and paſſing by her 
goodlieſt operations, either in filence, or oblivion, ſhe entertained 
men with her diforders onely, or with her diverſions. For all Sci- 
ences which : are now in requeſt, and wherein great men do glory, 
reach nothing bur ridiculous things, and fill their diſciples mindes 
with naught bo ſmoak,8& winde.Wereit not better that Aſtrology 
ſhould teach us the way to heaven, than uſcleſly rotcach us the 
Number of the Stars, the Influence of Planets, and Motions of 
the Sphears? Were it not to be witht, that Arithmetick, which 
teacheth ro. calculate immenſe ſummes ſhould reach us ro bound our 
own deſires, and nor to ſer by riches? were it not tobe deſired, that 


the Mathemaricks,in ſtead ot inſtructing us how to beftiege Towns, 


and not to defend:them, ſhould ſhew us how to preſerve our own 


liberty, and how.rto keep us from the Tyranny of fin © 
If in Gne , Sciedces were: rationall , would they not rather 
Z cndcavour 
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endeavour to make men Vertuous , than Knowing * and if they 
were not ſlaves to Curioſtty, would they not labour more to. 
regulate the will, than to ſatisfic the underſtanding ? and yer the 
h Scire eutni- Chicteſt of Philoſophers, after having in all his writings * made the 
bil,aut param Panegyrick of knowledge , after having offet'd Incenſe to this 
_ 42%" Idol, and after having purchaſed heras many Adorers, as he had 
Defirins qui- Diſciples,confeſleth,that ſhe is of no uſe to vertue; and that though 
dem politor#, ſhe may make men more Learned, yet ſhee cannot make them Bet- 
ſed non meliora | | : 
funt ingenias (Er In effect the moit knowing men have not alwayes been the 
Terwull, moſt vertuous; and thoſe who have Written beſt , are not thoſe 
that have lived beſt. Seneca's life agrees not with his writings ; the 
counſels which he/gives to Nero in Tacitzs are nor like thoſe which 
he gives him in his books of anger , and clemencie, he is much 
more generous in his epiſtles to Zucil;us , then in his conſolation 
to Polybize : and his naturall queſtions taſte much more of Philoſo- 
phic , then that bloody invective which he wrote afcer the death . 
of Clandizs : theſe two pieces diſcover his nature , which in the 0- 
ther he ſought to diſguiſe : when he ſers forth vertue to the life, . 
and gives her ſo many charmes to make her Lovely , me thinks I 
ſeek a Black-more painting a fair Woman , or a corrupt Lawyer 
pleading an Honeſt cauſe. Socrates and Plato, though they were 
the moſt learned of their age,were not the moſt vertuous; their aCti- 
ons require rather Apologies than Panegyricks: if they condemn v&- 
ther ambition, 'tisto authorize uncleanneſle; if they contemn'd the 
loveof Women , *rwas thought 'rwas to authorize the like of yon 
i Addie ſcien- men , and that it,qencht impure flames, *twas to kindle Hellih 
——- Ones, Epicurus and Zeno breathed forth nothing but either Plea- 
cientia.Augu. ſure , or vaine glory ; if the one wage war with vice, *ris onely 
09-447 998 5 to purchaſe Glory , and it the other ſupprefſe his Paſtons , 'ris 
Abit amor : Onely that he may enjoy the more Reſt , and that he- may adore 
ſex pro amics Pleaſure in the temple of vertue. Thus is knowledge unprofita- 
dfudandom  blezand to reap any advantage by her inſtructions, i a man muſt ask . 
PL % Ccounſell of Chariry. For to what end is it that we know what is 
bil ergoprode- good , if our bad inclinations keep us from doing it ? and what 
= er pre'P” advantage ſhall we receive froma ſcience, which .can neither with- 
eoverices ſand vice, nor defend vertue 2 We know, that we ought to be 
flaxiia prece- eng ico our Parents * in their miferies ; but Avarice keeps us 


pug from being ſo ; we know, that we ought to fight for our Countrey ;- 
| but. 


- 


ya 
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but fear keeps us from doing ſo z we know, that we ought to incom- 
modiate our ſelves, to ſerve our friends, but pleaſures divert us 
from it: we know,that we ſhould prefer Honour before pleaſure, 
and innocence before both , but ambitionand delight will not per- 
mitus ſorodo: 1o as it isto no purpoſe to adviſe us,unlefle the 
Obſtacles which oppoſe chemſelvesto thar adviſe be removed, and 
unlefle the will be heated at the ſame time that the underſtanding is 
enlightened. 

Burt that which is yet more grievous, and which obligeth all 
menrtoconfefſe,that Knowledge is corrupted by fin, is, that ſheis 
an enemy to vertue, and that under -pretence of defending her, 
ſhe wageth war againſt her. The Romas Common-wealth did 
never flouriſh more then in the ! firſt Ages, whercin ſhe was 
content to know , that the was to honour her Gods, guide her 
People, aſſiſt her Allyes, and to fight her enemics : ſhe loſt her 
integrity when ſhe would increaſe her knowledge : Pleaſures en- 
tred Rome , together with forreign ſciences, and from the time 
that once the Romans began to diſpute concerning vertue, they cea- 
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ſed to =_— her: the Greeks revenged themiclves on them by 


their Philoſophers , not being able ro overcome them by Arms, 
they found a meanes how to corrupt them by their at 
and giving them Learning, they bereft them of Juſtice , where- 
by they had won ſo much over all the people of the world. Athews 
was more learned than Lacedemon, but Lacedemon was more vertu- 
ous than Athens, Vertue triumphed over Eloquence,and this Town 
which was wholly compoſed of Philoſophers and Orators, 
was brought to ſerve the other which abounded in ignorance, Ex- 
pon reacheth, that knowledge doth abate courage; that in po- 
iſhing the underſtanding, ſhe weakens it ; and that in teaching how 
ro ſpeak well, ſhe makes us forget how to do well. The Turks owe 
their valour torally to their ignorance; and ifany Innocencie remain 
amongſt the Barbarians , 'tis becauſe they have nor yer been ac- 
quainted with the miſcheif of knowledge. | 


Wiſdom her ſelf is not reconciledto her: theſe two Siſters, which , ,,,1. wn... 
Philoſophers boaſt ro have united , cannot agreerogether in any cx- te adinſaniam 
traordinary degree. It ſeems impoſſible for a man to be both Learned 44«ermn; 


and wiſe ; ” Learning doth puzzlethe brain as well as vainglory ; 
_ asexceſhve fortunes make us loſe our Judgements,much knowledge 
L 3 makes 
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makes us loſe our reaſon :' Study ries rhe Braine;' great Conteſta- 


tions of minde alcer mans Temper ,' and-'it oftentimes falls our, thar 


both che Soul and che Body are weakened through an extream defire 
of knowledge. The moſt dangerous folly is nor Stupid, that which 


' iS'occafioned by Ignorance, 1s caf1] y remedied; but:thar which is oc- 


cationed through Srudy.,makesboth-Phyfician and Patient deſpaire;, 
in tine, knowledge 1s the. learned mans punithment ; ſhe is more 
boundleſle then ambition , " all her defires are out of Order, the 
more the poſſeſſerh, the more the wiſherh for; the Richer ſhe is, the 
Poorer ſhe eltecms her felt , and framing: daily new deſignes,ſhe 
makesthoſe that love her conteſle,thar the 1s a vexatious'occouparion, 
which God hath given them onely for. rhcir Chaſtitement : thar he 
whoaddes New-lights to what hath formerly been known, adces 
more Paincs to former Troubles ; and chat who. labours after more 
knowledpe, labours to make himſelt mare Milerable. 

[c were to be wiſhr,thar as God hath tane immortality from us,to 
ſhorten our Milcry ; he hadlikewile deprived us of protane know- 
ledge, to leſſen our ſufferings: and then we ſhould have found, that 
ignoranceand death, are rather Favours,then puniſhments. A man 
muſt become ignorant, to become Faithfull. Vain Philoſophy is an 
Obſtacle to our belief: tis catterto convert an Ignorant man thana 
Philoſopher , and humblenetle of minde, which ſerves for the 
foundation of Chriſtian verrues , hath no more mortall enemy,than 
che vanity of Philoſophy. * The great Apoltle of the Gemtiles de- 
clares war againſt it 1n Is wricings,hecannor endurerhe pride which 
dorh accompany.it, he celpiſerh the tale Tights, which puzzlethe 
undcritanding , but do nor cnligntenit ; though he was taught ar 
feer of Gamalrel , he boaits of his ignorance, and hereacheth all che 
faithful),thar he knows nothing but Tefus Chriit crucified, Ir is c- 
nough ro know,rthat ? man can do nothing of humtelt , and thar as 
he liolds all whatſoever he is, and whatſoever he hath, trom the 
Goodneſle of God, hceis bound tv employ tro his Glory. 
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The tenth Diſcourſe. 


That Eloquence is an Fnemy to Reaſon , Truth 
and Religion. 


S Eloquence is the Miſtreſſe of handſome language , as 

the makes the Panegyricks of Princes , vaunts her ſelf 
ro put a valuation. upon vertue, and to reward her for 
all the glorious troubles ſhe undergoes , fo hath the not been 
wanting in giving unto her ſclf thoſe praiſes which the thinks 
are due unto her, and to imploy all her cunning in making 
her worth appear, For if we will beleeve her, ſhe boaſts thar 
'no power equals hers , and that without uſe of fire or {word, 
ſhe hath the power of perſwading the opinioned, of reducing 
Rebels, and of obliging wicked men to fide with vertue, 4 She , , /alfo 
thinks her profeſſion no leſſe illuſtriovs than that of Arms; ſerief colon, 
that Demoithencs, and Cicero, may waigh in the ſcales with <rmetoge,cc. 
Alexander and Ceſar , and that if there were one Hereales, 7 0547 
who by his valour overcame montters, there was another ile eppg 
who prevailed over men by reaton , ſhe imagines the may be 4#es oquen- 


ſerviceable ro Religion ; thar Chriſt himſelf in rhe plainneſſe , 7 4,90 
of his diſcourſe d,d nor ncglect adornments, that atter having a- Cic.in $aluit, 
ſtoniſhcd ſinners by his Miracles , he convinced them by his 

words, and thar the people, being overcome by the Power of 

his * Doctrine, confeſt, that no man ever ſpoke like him. In ,, — 
fine ; if ſhe expreſſe her ſelf by the mouthes of her Orarors, =. 

we are bound to belceye , that whatſoever is arributed to Philoſo. ! Floqrentia 
Phie or to Juſtice, is onely the work of _— ' For they wk 
jJay,thar 'twas ſhe that withdrew men from deſerts, who reduced pinrima bella 
them roo within Towns, who preſcribed laws unto them, who kepr <x//i-Ma fortif- 
nnocenc.c from calumnic. and oppreſſion,and who changed Tyran= | ——_— 
nies intolawtul KinglyGoverament. To hearthem ſpeak;y'ou wou'd anicicie com 


chink that -vertrue were banithr from off the carch, had nor pp 
{4'2, «(4 1 be 


Eloquence taken her into her protection, and that there ſhould be {\y,,c,,. 
no 
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no longer peace in Kingdoms, did not ſheby her dexterity appeaſe 
ſeditions £ Bur withour liſtning any longer ro her unjuſt praiſes, 
I pretend to make her partakersconfeſle, that fince ſhe became a 


laveto fin, ſhe injures by one and the ſame exceſſe, Truth, Rea- 


ſon, and Religion. 
'Tis hard ro ſay, whether Cunning be the father of Eloquence, 

or Eloquence berhe mother of cunning, bur 'tis eaſily to difcerne, 

that cachof them aſſiſt other, inthe bearing down of truth. Both 


of them being ingenious in extremity ; they diſſemble their mean- 
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ings, and hide their hatred under the appearance of love: they 
ſpeak on their enemies behalfe, and the one of them ſeems to em- 
ploy his wiles, the other her Figures and Tropes, onely ro make 
truth appear the more pleaſing : yet under pretence of ſerving her, 
phcy injurcher; and under colour of eſtabliſhing her power, the 
deſtroy her Empire, For thts vertue, worth adoration, defoilerh 
deckings, the knows her beauty is never more raviſhing, * than 
when moſt neglected, the rejzes borrowed luſtre, and paint be- 
ing akin to falſhood, ſhe approves not of the uſe thereof, She ſu- 
ſpeQts any thing that may deceive, herlanguage is plain, her appa- 
rell modeſt, and were it not for fear of thoſe unchaſte ones, who 
prophanc even holy things with their looks, ſhe would throw a- 
way the vaile that covers her, and ſhew her ſelfe ſtark naked to 
dewe hor lovers. | 
As all herglory conſiſts in her nakedplainneſſe, ſo doth alſo her 
ſtrength ; the very ſight of heris ſufficient romake her bebeloved « 
ſhe very well knows, that they that know her cannot oppoſe her, 
nor yer defend themſelves from her. * She hath no greater paſſion 
than ſweetly to in{inuate, her ſelfe into mens mindes, and by her 
light ro kiCpare the obſcurity of falſhood : ſhe very well knows 
tharmen do naturally reverence her, and that unleſle they be foo- 
liſh, they benever unfaichfull ro her, Therefore no humane help 
is ot uſc to her, and this powerfull Princeſſe needs no ſouldiers ro 


 re-poſleſle her ſelte of her State, nor to reduce her Rebels to obe- 


dience. Hervery fight is ſufficient ro make her be obey'd, her pre- 
ſence ſtifles rebellion, andas ſoon as ſhe appears, ſhe awakens re- 
ſpe& and love, in her Subjects hearts. Bur if the malice of the 
Age were ſuch, as ſhoutd make her ſeek for partners to defend her : 


ccreainly 
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certainly ſhe would never implore aid from Orators: They aretoo 


full of Quirckstopleaſc her, and ſhe loves plain dealing too well to 
approve of their —_— All the Tropes and Figures, which the 


| which they borrow from Rhetonck, are but undercakings againſt 
truth. 


cenſe be to be allowed, who cannot ſay, thar lictle birds are 4n- 
/ gels of the Forreſts ? rhar Whales are living rocks, or ſhips with 
toules ? rhat the Sea isa moving earth, and fountain warer, liquid 
Chriſtall ? » whocan imaginethart truth needs ſuch cunning ro de- 
fend her ſelfe, that men are onely wroughr upon by ſuch raving, 
and thata man cannot pleaſe, unleſſe he be ridiculous? Ironia is no 
| truer, and if. it deſerve oo pardon, *tis becauſe 'ris leſſe ſerious ; 

for it diſguiſcth not it's falſhood, bur openly proteſts againſt being 
believed, it gives ir ſelſe the lye by it's accent, terms nor a man 
innocent, ſave onely that he may be thought guilty ; -'rwould 
think it ſelfe roo ſilly, ſhould it call all rhings by their names, and 
would not think it ſelfe ſufficintly bitter, ſhould it not know how 
to cover a recall reproach under a falſe praiſe. 


| they abuſe them, and 


che Stare-affairs wherewirth it is troubled, and Mariners, the leads: 
men thar govern'it, May not a man with the ſame. affromredneſſe 
affirme, that open Countries are Kingdoms, that the Mountains, are 
their Kings, little hills' cheix Magittrates, and Vallies their Sub- 
jects? muſt nota man have PDE ro have made uſe of theſe fi- 
gures, and had-nor oncbert his peace, than ſpeak a language 


Ec ___ 


make uſe of in their diſcourſes, * are bur- ſo many diſguiſed fal- xxbetwice pre: 
ſhoods; they cannot ſpeak without lying ; and all the inventions figiiq=odda ge- 


144,40 doc en-+ 
tur homines, ex 


y Non poſſime 
edificart hec 
mendacia, fine 
de molitione ve- 
ritatis.Tertll, 
lib.z.in Mar- 
Ccivn.Cap. I's 


Are not Allegories qa ? whento un-weary mens minds, 
| ay one thing when they think another 2 - 
they will perſwadeus, that a Ship is a Common-wealth, Tempeſts, 


which 


z hoc eomn;s 
hyperbole ex- 
tenditur,ut ad 
wVErum meada 
£10 veniat,bta- 
quequ dixit, 
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TN , 


an Auguſtus, and Fredigonds a Clntilda, It muſt then be confeſt, 
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which the common ſort of people underſtand nor, »:; arid which 


wiſe men deſpiſe ; butan Hyperbole is the more unſufferable, for | 


it's infolency , and ſeeming ſcriouſnefle : Common expreſſio ns 


ſcem poorto it; it cannot endure any thing that 1s ordinary, bur . 


affects eXIavagancy to hide it's baſeneſle , It hetg htens;nothin 
with one exaggeration, tells no truth. un-mingled with falſhood ; 


and by ajuit puniſhment, looſerh credir,through covcting too much ; 


beliefe. 'Twill make fnow black, ro make a womans face feem 


fair; rainith the verdue of rhe roſe, to cxalt the trethaeſſe of her: 
complexition, * and darken rhe Sun ,to give luſtre ro.,her; eyes. ; 
This tigure 1s notro be excaſed, bur by acknowlecging that i is: 


conſcious of it's own rathaefle; that ir dares more than jt hopes 
tor; thar 1: is of the humour of rhoſe, who lic ofren, and who 


think themſelves happy enough, if they can bur per{wade rhe Au-: 
ditours to believe part of what they ſay. An Antuhelis is nor {o 


bold as an Hyperbole, though more aftected all ir's —_— but 
a continuall play or Maigame, it oppoſerh the ſubjects which ir 
treats of, becauſe ic knows not how toenlarge them ; it hopgs 
always, becauſe it can neither, run nor walk {ofcly ;- it leanes upon 
all it meets withall, becauſe it cannot ſuſtain ir ſelfe ; and 'tis ſel- 
dome ingenious, ſave onely for it's ſterility ſake. In fine, that may 
be ſaid of all figures, which Seneca faies of an Hyperbole they lead 
us £0 truth by falſhood , they couſen us to pleaſe us, and ro inſtruct 
us do ſeduce us. If this cunning beblameleſſe, I know no couze- 
nage, which may not admit of excuſe; men will kill men to make 
chem live, will put out their eyesto clear their ſight, and will chrow 
them into ſlavery, to ſer them ar liberty. 

There have been ſome who would have had painting inhibited, 
becauſe it abuſeth the ſenſes,and becauſeby the rules of the Opticks, 
it extends open Countries the end whereof we cannot arrive un- 
ro, {inks valleys: ſoas we cannot diſcover their bottome, and rai- 
{ech up Mountains to the height whereof we cannot attain, Bur 
eloquence being more deceittull, deſerves a. greater puniſhment 
and ſhe ſhould as well be forbidden comming within the barand Pul- 
pit, as painting was forbidden the Court of- Arropegws, Since ſhe 
nenrtings, exlingey what hath no ſubſtance, and to 
make her power be admired , makes Fauſtina a Lucretia, Tiberius 


that 


J 
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that eloquence is the-workman-ſhipof ſin,* that men have ſought out » p/ccuir mi 
theſe figures oaahyrixiſzuiſe falitood ; and they-began ns to be ſubtrabere mi- 
cloquent, till they began to be ſinfull. Innocencic would not per- *#-i«n in 
adventure-have ſpoken this language; and if we mect with' ſome — trorkeryg 
ſuch like Oratory ſomtimes in the holy Scripture, T imagine it is, that #tir,ne #/teriu 
the Scripture may accommodare it ſelfe ro our' cuſtome, and to /* nemo 
- imitate the goodneſſe of God; who puts on our paſſions when Perhgis, ll 
he will treat with us. : tuam,ſed inſa- 
If cruth complain of Rhetorickzeaſon hath as much cauſe ſo ro 74,0040! 
do; and who ſhall conſider, wharf officesſhe* hath received from fa mercarextur 
her, will finde, - that ſhe ſhould neyerimplore her aid : for though *x 97* m0 arme 
this Sovereign be not always at peace, within her Terricories, and —_ ons 
\ that her Subjects doſomrimes deſpiſe her authority,-Eloquence Conteſs.cap.2. 
is not ſincere enough to re-inveſt her in her power, and it ofr-times 
falls out, that whil'ſt ſhe thinks to ſtifle diſorder, ſheaugments ir. 
For Reaſon hath nothing to fear in her Empire, but the errour of 
her underſtanding, the obſtinacy of che will, the revolr of paſſions, 
and the unfaithfulneſſe of the ſenſes ; let her prevent theſe diſor- 
ders, and ſhe may be ſure ro raign peaceably.' For what concernes 
the underſtanding, irneeds no Rhetorick to perſwade it, itcarethnor : 
for © ornaments, truth isas pleaſing to it in the mouth of a Philo- Veit ſure 
ſopher, as of an Oratour , theleſſe truth' is expatiated, the more ne rat 
force doth the underſtanding finde in her z and theleſſe ſhe hath of porexiier. 
Art, the more doth it reverence her power, As fot thewill, it is o 
free, as nothing can force it; grace alone- hath power to ravith i- 
and only God can ſway it withour uſing violence. The paſſions muſt 
be calm'd by ny , he isa wile Pilot, whocan ſaile long upon 
their Sea withour ſuffering ſhipwrack.- Andas for the ſenſes ; they 
.muſt be won by fair means, and they mult be looſened from ob- 
jets to be ſubmitted ro reafor. | 
Eloquence boaſts, that in this point, ſhe hath great advantage 0» 4 5laquenti: if 
verPhiloſophers: the-Cadence of her/periods'{mooths the ſenſes; _ my gg 
ſheimitares muſick, and makes uſe of the voice of Oratours, to in- rniarum ad 
chant theears ; * the geſture of their bodies, their ſtudied ations, #/911ntiationem 
and all thoſe graces which accompany Pronunciation , ſteal away 74,,mmerete” 
the heart by theeyes, and work wonders upon the will : Figures un!m,gelus 
raiſe paſſions, draw tears, encourageth  Auditours/to choler,” and a 1 dP 
(uM VEN ale. 


put weapons into their hands to revenge themſelves of their Ene- g.,; 
| " Aa mics 
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mics. Bur I tinde that all the means which Eloquence attempts, 


are cxcreamly dangerous,and that the remedies which ſhe apphies,are 
worietban tne malady which ſhe would cure. For gages ro flat- 


ter the ſenſes, ſhe engagerh them in voluptuouſneſſe , whilſt ſhe 
would divert chem from, ſhe accuſtometh them to delight; and: 
though her deſigne be innocent, yet ccaſe:h it not to produce ill 
cftects. For as ofc as a pleaſing Oracour cetends an ill cauſe, and 
that he imployes all his good parts in favour of injuſtice, the fen- 
les, which ſeek onely afrercontent, ſuffer themlelves to be borne a- 
way by his cunning, and making intcrreſſed reports tothe under- 
ſtanding, they engage it in their revolt. Thus is a pleaſing fal- 
ſhood berterentertained than truth, and vercue is leſle valued than 
vice, if ſhe appcare more auſtere. 

Eloquence is not more fortunate. in taming paſſions, thea in 
charming ſenſes: for though ſhe: be acquainted with the ſecrer of 
kindling and allaying «holler, of ſerting love and hatred on fire,. 
of abu.ling hope, and ſweetning deſpair, yet hath thethisof miſ- 

| toitune, that as ſhe laies one paſſion aſlcep, ſhe awakens another, 

er eraor And be it for wantof dextericy, © or for her diffidence of her own 
remedia ſepe ftrengeh, the neyer ſers upon vengeance, unleſſc ſhe be affiſted b 

pricw/iperore, ambition z ſhe meddles not with love, without exciting heed, 

SeneeTrger and quels not hope, without raiſing tcar. Thus ſhe hurts -us, to: 

cure usz and her remedies are worſe than our diſeaſes. She imitates 

thoſe bad Phy ficians, who debauch the ſtomack, to refreſh the 

bowels, and who undo one part, to preſerve another , for nor 

weighing the danger, ſhe oft-times awakens cruckyin a Tyrant, 

to encourage him againſt an Enctay , ſhe excicesambition ina Con- 

queraur, 0 incline him goclemency ,, and hazards a whole Kiag- 

; to ſave a guilty perſon. Men blamea Prince, who to revenge 

f camaff. ##s himſclteof his Subjects, uts weapons intothe Rebels hands, and 

rprtcnye of and who under colour o& ſtifling a commencing ſ{edition, ſtreng- 

Fu 484 api? TREnS2 party, which juſtles our his Authority, yer thisis the order 

1 aliqui4im- Obſerved by Eloquence in her Orations, andexpearience teacheth 

pun be. US,that to overcome a paſſon which oppoſeth herdeſignes, ſhe will 

» f\io j4jcvit, NOT fear to awaken another which wil! entrench upon the publique 

ſe offe'tum Liberty. Cicero flatters Ceſars vain-glory, to obtain Marcellws his 


art ph _— pardon, he propounds glory ro-him, to divert him from rigour : 


4. de 11.4cap.8, yet f ſees not that t0 exitnguilh the fire of his choller, he kindles the 
life 
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life of his ambition , which was co ſer his Countrey on fire. Who 
will not thenconfeſſe,rhat cloquence is an enemy to reaſon® that ſhe 
diſ-joyms an Empite, in ſtead of ſerlingic? and char ſhe addes to 
rhe number of paſſions, under pretence of apeaſing them ? 

Her otherdeſignes arc not more juſt,and ſhe deals nor more mild- 
ty with liberty chan with reaſon, for though ſhealways vaune to 
rake her (ide, and ro defend heragainft fach enemies as war againſt 
her, I finde ſhe is the firſt ehar chargerh on her, and rthar there is no 
difference berwcenan Orator anda Tyrant. They take feveralt ways, 
bur their Armies arcalike, 5 and their manner of goyernment is &- gryweut& ore 

ually violent , Tyrants make ufe of fire. and fword, ro aftoniſh tr» nw ef 
k arm Subjedts, and Oratours imploy anger and revenge, ro ſeduce errno nf 
their Audicors, Tyrantsforge chaines ro keep them in, thar reſiſt /ibw,bic mae 
them, and Orarours frame difconrles which violate che will of thoſe inperae. 
chart liſten tothem. Tyrants make rhemfelves be feared, becauſe 
they cannot make themſelves be beloved; and Orators make them- 
felves be beloved, though they know very welt how ro makethem-. 
febves be-feared: TFyrants affrighr ns, when rhey cannor winus b 
fair means, and Orators decerve us, when: their perfivaſions faile 
chem; In-fine, Tyrants butcher ot bodies, nnd Orators ize 
over out mindes. I think not rhe Republique of Swacufe, much 
more unhappy under the TYuny of Dionyſus , then was the 
Common-wealrh of 4thens, whilett the languiſhed underthe clo- 
quence of Demoſthenes, There are ſome Philofophets of my ops 
nion, and Cicero himſclfe doth nor differ mnch ir, fince he 
confefſeth, tharan old man hearing the great Pericles make an Orati- 
rion; afrer that he had formerly heard the Tyrant Pipftrates, cri'd 
out aloud, thar he had never fecn twomen more like, and that he. 
did no leſle dread the ones cloquence, thanche ochers cruelty: in cf- 
fed, he was notin the wrong, for the event ſhewed, " chat there h Lubdenim in 
was no- difference between Fn, and Pericles, fave that the ter Pilitratum 
one exerciſed Tyranny with his weapons, and the other with his © Pericleman- 
Rherorick. wr an oy 


ile armatue, 


dence be ſo dangerous, and her Empire fo violent, WC bic fne a/115, 

muſtnot wonder, if Jcfas Chriſt, whoſe" deſigne was ro win the | nona4. =þ 

world by fair means, would not have his Apoſtles make uſe there- "3 

of; hectiolc ignorant-men- ro confute Phifoſophers, and to make 

his power:be admired; his Hl was;cthat their finpliciryſhoul@ tri- 
- my umph 
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umph over rhetorick. They wereinſpired with the gifc of rongues 
in a moment, and the ſame ſpirit which did wonders by thcir hands, 
made known his oracles by their mouthes: but Heaven which made 
them ſolearned, would never make themeloquent; they ſpakebe- 
fore the Kings of the earch, without any lofrineſle of ſtyle z rhey 
diſcourſed without adornments before the Judges of Areopagas, 


they preached without figures before the Senate of ' Rome, and yet. 


they ſubmirted the pride of Rowe, and the eloquence of Athens to 


the ſimplicity of the Goſpell. I muſt ſpend the reſt of this diſcourſe 


in the recitall of this wonder, and to confute Rhetoricks vain glory, 
I muſt exalr che humility of Religion. 

Never did any dcfſigne equall that of Jeſus Chriſt, when he 
ſent his Apoſtles into the world, he medicared the conqueſt of 
the world, the overthrowing of ſuperſtition, the ruine of Idoks, 
and the devils defeat to effet this enterprize, Philoſophers muſt 
be convinced Oratours perſwaded, Monarchies vanquiſhed. To 
bring this ſo higha _ to an happy cnd, one would think, that 
he muſt raiſe Ariſtorle, Demoſthenes, and Alexander from their 
graves z hc notwithſtanding vouchiafes ro look upon a dozenfiſher- 
men, and to incourage them to combate, and to overcome ſo many! 
enemies, hc forbids them to bear Armes, to meditate for reaſons, 
or to ſtudy ſpecches: and to the end, that the whole glory of ſo 

reata work might beattributed ro his power, * he will have: the 
Furklry of. his Diſciples beat down the pride of Tyrants; he; will 
have theirignorance confoundthelearning of Philoſophers,and their. 


ſimplicity rorriumphover the eloquence of Orators, If their diſ-. 


courſe were: plain, their writings were not more aptly couched. 
Hardly did they write corredtedly, their moſt uſuall Figures are; 
Batbariſnies, they neglect ornamene, plainneſſe appeares inall their, 
Epiſtles, and we have much ado to belicye; that thoſe who ſpake! 
ſuch indifferent language, ſhould: miraculouſly have dew ine 


gifts of tongues ; yer doth the beaury of their doctrine raviſh us, 


we are aſtoniſhed with the depth of thoſe myſteries, whichzhey ex-/ 
plain, and their words bear ſo great a ſenfe. withthem, as we ars 
not troubled to fore-goe Ariſtotles Politicks ; to read Saint Pauls 
Epiſtles. | 

Since the A poſtles are the Maſters of the-Church, and thar their 
examples are our inſtructions, I adviſe Preachers to imitatetheir. 


plain- 


me 


Fas 
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plainneſſe, to affe@ their lowlines, to deſpiſe cloquence,and'to im- 
plore aide from that Spirit which wins hearts without the pomp of 
words,and raviſh the will without the ornament of language, Rhe- 
rorick is a prophane art, and preaching is a ſacred exerciſe, vanity 
hath need of cunning to ſuſtaine hex, bur the Goſpel is 'main- 


tcined by trurh : thoſe who preach ir with molt ſetting off , afe not "KM 
"80; £a710ſ7. 


. | 1 | | A 
thoſe whoſe preaching works ! moſt affe&t, of as many Preichers tale opus wow of 


as God hathgiven to his Church, I ſee but Chryſo;tome whole elo-- juj hrifum 
uence he hath bleſſed,all the reſt havedrawn their power from the nec inquifnione, 

humility of the crofle, the meancſt of them have been the moſt be- = 20m wqgen 

neficialfthoſe who have wrought the greateſt converſions, have oft Foe. 

times abounded more in Picty then in learning , and more in zeal; Terts.depre- 

than incloquence. IfT give notthe ſame counſell tothe fairhfull, /ripvon. 

as I do to Preachers ; tis not that I do not approve of thoſe who ** 

would imitate the Apoſtles ſimplicity , and that I condemn thoſe 

who would imitate the Orators vain-glory,but nature being faulty, 

we muſt not wonder if her language be corrupted, and tince the 

Son of God tolerates the impurity of our fins, we muſt not think 

it ſtrange, if he bear with rhe vanity of our words, till being gotten 

into the liberty of his Children, he frees us from the tyranny of fin 


and from thelavery of eloquence. 
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The Firſt Diſcourſe. 


of the Excellencies of Mans Body. 


NT Ertue being ſurrounded with enemies, 
/ 'Þ, [ > ? . 
en, WERTEDLGE! & belicged on all fides by vices, ſhe can- 
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m not ſtray a{ide without the hazard of 
falling into their hands, and of loſing all 
| thoſe advantages which render her glo- 
FO. FSR ious. If Juſtice puniſh a fault rigorouſ- 

| COL/EH ly, her zeal paſſeth for ſeverity ; if ſhe 

Sl countenance eyil by ſuffering ir, ſhe is ac- 
©NF cuſed of indulgency: it valourthrow her 
ſelf upon a danger, which ſhe cannor 


ſhun, men eſteem her raſh, if ſhe ſhun occafions,when her duty calls 
upon her, ſhe is blamed of fearfulneſle; and by a ſtrange deſtiny, 
the that was a profelt enemy ro fear,grows to love her, and becomes 


her 


—_ ne 1 
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her ſlave. Truth is not more fortunate then vertuc, for ſhe is e n" 


vironed with" errours, which ſurpriſe her if ſhe go our of the way ; 


and if ſhe liſten ro rhem,bereave her of her purity : ſhe is ſeduced by 


falſchood , if wiſedom and tairh aſſiſt her nor, the defire of combat 


cngageth in danger, and her coveting to overcome, makes her oft- 


times loſe the vikory, Fear is often more farall to her than is cher - 


own courage; tor whileſt ſhe avoides one encmy, ſhe falls upon an- 
other , and thinking tothan an ill ſtep or two, ſhe talls into a preci- 
Mice. This raisfortune may be obſerved upon a thouſand occaſions, 
ba parcicularly in what concerns the body of man : for ſome ſeeing 
the unrulineſſe thereot, could not beleeve that it was the workman- 
ſhip of God , aad falling inſenſibly into an Errour,perſwaded rhem- 
ſelves,t'nar the Devil was che authorchercof : ſome others, thinking 
to withſtand this herelie , fall into another , and conſidering, the 
beauties of the body , thought cha: it ſtill recained its firſt purity, 
that che faults thereot were pertetions, and that all the motions 
thereof migh: be repreſt by tree-will , withoue grace. The Catho- 
lick crath walks in Ge midſt berween theſe two errours ; condemn- 
iag the Manichces, ſhe acknowledgeth thac mans body is made 
God cnlivened by his breath, and faſtened ro the ſoul by inviſible 
chaines, to make one and the ſame whole : condemaing the Pelasi- 
ans, ihe confeſſerh rhac mans body hath loſt irs jnnocencie , thar fin 
reigns inthe members thereof, rhar it infeRech the ſoul which ina- 
nimares it, and chat the welltare thereof, which begins in Baprtiſme, 
will not beaccomplithe cillche laſt generall reſurretion. Thus God 
is the Author thereof, and 'tis a marke of 'its » Goodneſfle, Jeſus 
Chriſt is the redeemer chereof, and 'tisa mark of it's corr ipeion, I 
therefore am obliged to part this ſubjeR into two diſcourſes , the 
friſt of which ſhall contaiathe bodyes plea , the other its condem- 
nation. : 

Though the body be the leaſt parr of man, andthat ir be Com- 
mon e9 him with beaſts, yer hath it ac vantages which make ic ſufh- 
ciently known , that it 1s deſtin'd ro be the organ of aa immortal 
ſoul. For the members thereof arc foartificially formed,as we can< 
not judge whether they be more uſefull or more pleafing ; their 
number cauſeth no confuſion, their difference augments their beau- 
ty, an their propor.ion gives the laſt touch tothe work which tliey 
all cogether make up, All of ther have cheir particular employ- 
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Of the Corruption of 

ments, they mutually affiſt one another, withoue intrenching oe 
upon another ; they hold ſuch intelligence as their good and bad is 
common: the rongue ſerves for interpreter to the whole body , the 
cycs ſerve it for a guide, the hands forits ſervants , the ears tor jn- 
formers, and the leggs for ſupportets. Some of them are in perpe- 
tuall motion, and never reſt, Action is their lite, and reſt their death : 
whileſt the eyes are lull'd afleep, the carscloſed up , and whileſt the 


-fecet and hands lie fallow, the heart is always in action , it ſeems that 
nature intended to make it her chief piece of workmanſhip, and thar 


ſhe employ'd all her induſtry to render ir admirable. 
'Tis the firſt part of man that lives, and the laſt that dies, it is ſo 
* lictle; «5s *cyvill nor ſuffice rogive a Kite a meal ; and yer ſogrear, as 
the whole world cannot farisfic it: nothing bur his immenſiry* that 
made it, can fill the infinite capacity thereof. All paſhons derive 
from it, as from cheir ſpring-head 'tis this that cauſeth love and ha- 
tred?'tis this that (huns what it hates for tear,and draws neer ror what 
it loves through defire.' Tis lodged like aKing inthe midit of its ſub- 
jects, it gives its orders , without departing from its Throne; 
its motions are the rules of our health, and afſoon as it isaſſailed,we 
are ſick: its leaſt hurts are mortall : Nature,which knows the worth 
and the weaknefle thereof , hath enduecd all its ſubjeRts with a ſe- 


cret inclination to expoſe themſelves for irs defence, the hands pur 


by the blows thar are made ar it; and —_— rhat their welfare 
conſiſts in the preſervation thereof, rhey hazard themſelves to ſave 
it from danger. To reward this their ſervice, this Sovereigne is ſo 


_ vigilant, as he never takes reſt; he labours alwayes for the weal- 


publick, and'whileſt the ſenſes are aflecp,he is buliced in moving the 
Arteries, in forming the Spirits, and in diſtributing them abour all 
the parts of the Body. The Braines finiſh this work , and giving it 
its laſt perfetion,diſpoſe it to the nobleſtoperations of the ſoul. This 
work ccaſeth not,though men ſleep; though the Soul take ſome re- 
freſhment, rheſerwo parts of che Body are always in action ; and 
when they ceafe to move, they ceaſetolive. All theſelivein fo full 
a peace, as the difference of their temper is not able to diſturbe it : 
. Cold accords there with heat , moyſtneſſeis there no longer an 
enemy to dryneflc, and the elements which cannot tolerate one an- 
other in the World, conſpire together in man, for his bodies pre- 
ſervation, If any diſorder happen, it is occaſioned by Ls ge) 
the 
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che naturall SubjcQs never trouble the States tranquillity : they are 
ſo ſtraightly joyn'd by their Intereſts, as nothing can befall the 
one which the other doth nor reſent, the pain * one part is the 
ſickneſſe of the whole body: ! and it the foot be hurt, the rongue P Sipatature- _ 
complains, the heart ſighes, the eyes weep, the head bowes to con- {4.270784 
ſider theevill, and thearmes extend themſelves to apply remedy, refubunr. 
If their lovebe ſo rare, their obedience is no leſſe remarkable, _ —_—_— 
for they force their own inclinations to obſervethe orders of the peryfen we 
will; and their fidelity is ſo ready, as the command is no ſooner mae # : quid 
impos'd, then obey'd : ar their Soveraigns bare motion, the hands 7s vac 
ſtrivero beating, the tongue explains his intentions, the eyes cx- cy pmans 
preſſe his thoughts, and the cares execute his deſigns. The will findes 1s modequeie- 
out ſo much ſubmiſſion inthe faculties of che ſoule, as in the parts rags 
of the body; ſheis ofr-rimes divided by her deſires, and oppoſed by Chrycot. 
herown inclinations; ſheis arebell to her ſelte, & cannor comprehend 
how oneand the ſame objec can cauſe hotrour and love in hee at 
the ſame time : bur ſhe never commands her body without bein 
obey'd, and unleſſe paſſions make a mutiny init, or that ir be dif. 
order'dby fickneſſe,-it fulfils her orders with as much readineſle, 
as faithfulneſle. | 
She likewiſe undertakes nothing without the aſſiſtance of this 
faithfull companion, 4 the ſtands in need of his aid in her nobleſt. 1N#29%an & 
operations ; and though ſhe be a meer ſpirit, the can neither diſ- ;9,mduin 
courſe, nor reaſon, bur by the interpoſition of the body: if ſhe carneeft,vibit 
will forme thoughts, ſhe muſt conſult withthe imagination, and if 9am ies 
ſhe will explain them, ſheis forced ro make uſe eitherof tongue, or 5. nh 
hand: * ſhe hath no ſtrongagitations which appear nor inthe eyes, reſur.carn. 
and when ſke is diſquieted by any violent paſſion, *tis ſoon ſeen in 7 7-2 _ 
rheface. A man muſtbe very vigilant to hinderthe commerce be- tmeperates is- 
tween the body and the ſoule; the rules of diſcretion., and all art dicium:facies 
of policy, which re-commends diffimulation to Soveraigns, can- 3extiomm | 
not keep their countenances from diſcovering their deſignes, nor wes. Tema, 
theireyes frombetrraying their wills: the ſoule conceales nothing derclur.carn. 
from this herfaithfull confident, he that could well ſtudy the chan- 
ges whichappear in the face, might infallibly know the alterations 
of the minde, and without needing to wiſh as that ridiculous Pa- 
gan did, one might read in the forchead, the hearts moſt ſecrer 
thoughts, If, Phyſiognomie be a Ts ſhe hath no certainty _ 
B what 
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what the draws from the connexion which nature hath placed be- 
rieen the toule and the body ; all her obſeryations are grounded 
upon the nobleſt par: of rhe body , if all be true that is ſaid of her, 
as ſoonas the ſees the -face, ſhe knows the humour; and without 
or Charmes or Magick, the knows theirintentions, whoſe Linea- 
menrs ſhe obſerves, Though I dare not acknowledge all this, and 
that I have much a do to believe that a Phyſtognomitt can diſcover 
the deſtzncs of a wiſe Miniſter of State, by looking him in the face, 
and that without racking a malctaour, he may read his fault in 
his cyes , it ſufficech meto know that this Science is grounded u 
on the commerce between the ſoule and the body, and thar ſhe 
draws her conjectures trom the ſtraight uniontharis +Inoode them, 

As the Soule doth not forme any deſigne, wherein the body is 
notacomplice; ſodorh the taſte no contentment, wherein the bo- 
dy doth mor ſharea parc: if ' ſhe enjoy the beauties of nature, 'tis by 
the Senſes ; if ſhe ſee the Azure of the Skie, the light of the 
ſtars , if ſhe diſcover the extent of Fields, the fertility of vallies z 
if ſhe hear thefall of Rivers, the muſick of Birds, it ſhe judge of 
che Gloſle or Sent of Lillics,ot Roſes; tis by the benefir either of the 
ſight, hearing, or (melling. It ſeems the world was made for the 
bodies diverſion, ard that all choſe pleaſing pafts which. go to the 
compolure thereof, have oncly becn made to delight the ſenſes x 
the Sunis of no uſe to the glorified Spirits, and all the brightneſle 
of that goodly Conſtellation cannor lightthe Angels ,- thoſe noble 
Intclligences have q {piritua}ll world wherewith they are poſſeſts 
and ravi{ht: they tinde their happineſſe in God, and all char we 
wonderat inthe world, affords them no delight. Materid is requi- 
{ice to taſting the pleaſures of ſenſible narure; {ich contentments 
preſuppoſe a low condition, and 4t is cotnmon wich Beaſts to 
partake of {uch diverfions. *Tis notwithſtanding one of tht bodies 
lealt advantages, that the world ſhould be made for it's uſe; and 
that this chiefe _ of Gods workmanſhip is deſtined either fot it's 
ſervice, or it's delight, 


Jeſus Chriſt tpllowed his Fathers ſteps z and when: he aarne up- 
on earth, he would have the body toberheobjeRot bis mercy, and 
of his power; though he laboured for the converſion of finners, 
hisgreateſt miracles were wrought for the healing of the ſick; and 
the body being mans weakeſt part, ht thought he was to treat it 


with 


| 
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with moſt mildneſſe, and to furniſh it with as many remedies, as 
ſin hath procured it maladies. Somrimes heclenſed ir of the lepro- 


tNatitltatgre. 
. or mail repens. 
ſie, and reſtored to it's former purity; ſomtimes he treed it trom nee 


blindneſle, and reſtored unto it thenobleſt of it's ſenſes ; ſommtimes £c4rzemab omui 
vexatione rel i- 


cured ir of the Palſey, and reſtored it to the uſe of it's Members : amy 
ſomtimes he withd:cw it from the Grave, and re-united it to it's rg $7.92” 
ſoule, contrary to the hope of nature ; ſomtimes he freed it from the Prrlumivar pa- | 
Tyranny of Devils, and re-cſtabliſht it in it's former freedoms, — jean edn 
Neither did he neglect itin che inſtitution of the Sacraments; ramexpice,nore 


for though they were chiefly ordained for the foules fanctification, am expiar, 


and that theſe admirable Channels poure grace intothe ſoule, yer OE refuſe 


are they applied upon the body betore they produce their effects in carve Ch iſt 
the will ; and they reſpect joyntly che two parts which go to mans © 3- 
campolure. * The body is watht in water, tothe end chat the foule u care abluitur 
may be purified ; the body is marked with the Figure of the Crofle, «t animaema- 
to the end that the ſaule may be tortificd; the body receives the © ©4099 
. . &/tur ut anima 
un&jon, to the end that the {oule may he conſecrated; the body wecrecur, 
receives the impolition of hands, to the end that the ſoule may re- 1470/4neur, 
ceive Grace z andthe body eaces the fleſh and bloud of Chriſt Je--,; wm" ou 
lus, tr the end that the {a1 may be thcreby nouriſhed : Thus doth corpore O& ſan- 


ligion deſtroy natu d in her higheſt myſteries the - guine Chriſti 
not celigion deftoy nature, an i yſteries the pro ——_ 


vides for the ſoules fafery,by means of che body. * This maxime ,,*,,7 coſagh- 
is ſo true, as thatall Divinity confeſſerh, that the ſoule can no long- near. Tertu.de 


er merit, when ſhe is once parted from the body , whil'ſt they are cur car.ca.s. 
x Nulla omuine 


together in company, their grace may be augmented, and what- |; ſulners 


ſoever vertues they have acquired, they may yet acquire more, but poreft adipiſes 


when once death hath divided them, and that the body lofing 'r's aig {umn car 

luſtre, is reduced either to afhes, or tro wormes ; the ſoule can no »» +4 14:0 £45» 

longer increaſe her merit, andin that condition ſhe is onely capa- uric 19-410! 

ble of puniſhment, or of reward. Terrull. ibid. 
Having ſo many obligations to her body, ſhe cannot forger 

them, nay eyenin the ſtate of Glory, where all her deſignes oughe 

ro be ſatisfied, ſhe witheth ro be rc-united to her body, as thar 

wherein her intire telicity conſitterh. For though the reign with 

Angels, that ſhe behold che divine Effence, and thar the enjoy a 

happineſle, tro which even wiſhes cannot adde, yer hath hath ſhe 

a pation for her body, and all che good ſhedothpoſleſſe cannor 


take from her the deſire, nor memory thereof, though the hath 
Bb 2 made 
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made triall of it's revoles ; though this friendly cnemy hath oft- 
times perſecuted her,and thar ſhe hath ceſired death to be freed from 
the Tyranny thereof, yet doth ſhe languiſh after it, and contrary 
co their humour who have recovered liberty, yer ſhe longs for that 
waich did engage herin ſervitude. Though the body be reduced to 
duſt, though it cauſe pity in it's Enemies, and though it cauſc hor- 
rour in thoſe ro whom1t was ſo lovely, ſhe forbeares not to deſire 
it, and toexpett the reſurretion with Impatience, that her body 
may partake of the bliſſe which ſheenjoyes. 

And'tis not without much juſtice thac ſhe beares ſo much love 
ro her body, (ince the owes the greateſt pare of her advantages un«+ 
roit, and thar ſhe hath hardly any vercue, or light, which he hath 
not acquired by the aſſiſtance of the ſenſes. The ſouleis ignorant 
when firſt infuſed into thebody ; the knowledge which the Plato- 
niſts attribute unto her,,is bur a meer capacity of- apprehending. If 
ſhe will be intruſted, ſhemuſt beadviſed either by her eyes, or b 
her cares, ſhe muſt conſult with theſe Maſters, if ſhe will free her 
ſclte from ignorance., How noble ſoever ſhe be by birch, » ſhe 
hath but weak conjectures of truth, if theſe faithfull officers ſhould 
faile her ; and ſhauld the be ingagedin a body which ſhould have 
no uſe of ſenſes, ſhe would beplungedin eternall darkneſſe. Sight 
and hearing arethe Organs deſtined to knowledge, and he who is 
borne deafe and blinde, is deſtined rolive and dic ignorant. 

As the ſoule receives theleadvantages by the body, ſo doth ſhe 
diſtribute them by the bodies affiſtance, and doth nor expreſſe her 
thoughts but by the mouth of her Interpreter: ſhe gives with the 
tongue, what the hath received by the care; and as the is rich onely 
by means of the ſenſes, ſo is ſhe by them onely liberall. She ob- 
{erves the different qualities of objects by the eycs, ſhe judgeth of 
the diverſity of ſounds by the cares, ſhe comprehends mens in- 


tentions by their diſcourſe, * the makes hers known by thetongue, 


and this miraculous part of the body frames words which draw 
her thoughts unto the life : If thoſe whoare abſent cannot undet- 
ſtand her, ſhe hath recourſe ro the hand, which draws her diates 
upon paper : and which makes that appear to the eyes, which the 
Prague could nor make the cares comprehend. Thus the ſoule as 
onely by the body, andall Sciences by which we arecither inſtru- 
ctcd or perlwaded, arc as well the work of the ſenſes , asof the 


ſoule. - Vet- 


*,, ow 
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Vertue it ſelfe owes her birth tothe meaneſt part of man, and 
were henot made of fleſhand bloud, he could offer no ſacrifice to 


God, neither could he ſatisfic divine Jultice by his repentance. 


The-purity which equals him with Ange not wholly fpiricuall, if 
be borne in heaven, 'tis bred upon earth ; and if itbegin in the ſoul, 
irendsinthe body. Faſting and ſilence keepthe fleſh under to pu- 
rifiethe ſoule, and if man had not a rongue and mauth, he could 
neither praiſe God in ſtlence, nor honour him by ſelf-afli tion. Mar- 
tyrdom, which is theutmoſt of charity , and the higheſt degree of 
perfection, is conſummated onely in the fleth , meer ſpirits cannot 
bea prey towilde beaſts, and a ſoule which hath pur off her bod 
cannot overcome Tyrants, nor triumph over Execcutioners. Mor- 
rallity is requiſite to Martyrdom, and if the Angels be ſomwhar 
more than we men, becauſe they cannor die, they atc in ſome ſore 
leſſe, becauſe they cannot ſuffer: deathis therriall of our love, and 
as oft as weloſe ourlives in Chriſts quarrell, we ſtrike terrour into 
'devils, and fill Angels with admiration, 

In fine, the honour which God receives on carth, proceeds from 
the body. 'Tis the body which is his Prieſt and Victime, 'tis the 
body which bears his imprinted characters init's face ; "ris the bod 
which commands on earth, and which playing the part of Gods 
Lieutenant, findes —— the Elements, and mildneſſe 
amongſt ſavage beaſts. 'Tis the body which fights for the Glory 
of the Son of God, and which defends his Intereſt to the face of 
Tyrants, and which ſings his praiſes amidſt the Flames. *Tis the 
body which being madeby his hands, and in-livened by his breath, 
haththe honour tobe his workmanſhip, and his Temple. *'Tis the 
body which isthe obje& of his love, and of his care , which ſeerh 
the Sunſurround the world ro lighten ir, fruits bud to nourtſh ir, 
flowers ſpring up to recreate it, and whole nature labours for it's 
pleaſure, or Woe, In fine,'*tis the body which is offered up upon 


Alcars, which tights inperſecutions, which praiſeth God in proſ- 
perity, which blefſeth hi in afflitions, which honours hira in 
death, which in the Grave expects his promiſes, which will riſe 
again at the cnd of the World , and which will reign for cyer 
in Hcaven, 
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The ſecond Dilcourle. 


of the miſcries of the Body in General, 


He evils which we reccive from the body are ſogreat,as that 

[ al Phito{ophy is nothing bur an invective " againſt this enemy 
of our repoſe, It we belceve the Platomiſts , tis a priſon 
wherein the Soul is incloſed ro expiate the tins which the hath 
commirted in Heaven. It we will liſten to the Academicks, ris a 
grave wherein the Soul is buried, and where bcing more dead than 
alive, ſhe cannot make ute ot all chole pertetions which ſhe hach 
reccived from Nature, *« It we truſt the Stoicks,, tis a diſobedienc 
ſlave, which oppolcth ir {clt to all the fouls defires,and which being 
born to obey, hathno ſo great paſſion as to command , tis a ſubjeX 
which aſpircs to Tyranny, and which forceth jrs legitimate ſove- 
rcign to forgoboth honour, and vertue, and toembrace voluptuouſ- 
neſſe. If we will give car tothe Peripateticks, who come neercſt the 
truth, tis the leaſt part of Man, which being given him to ſerve the 


ſoul, croſſeth all her deltgns, and hinders the execution of her no- 


bleſt enterpriſes. Hence it is, that all Philoſophers do what in them 
licth, to have no commerce with the body, and with for death or old 
age, tothe end that the one may weaken this Domeſtick enemy ,and 
that the other may free them from it. F 
Chriſtiaa Religion, which marcheth in the midſt of errours with 
aſſurance, confeſſerh, rhat the body is as well the workmanſhip of 
Godas the ſoul is, and though it be nor altogether fo noble, it cea- 
ſeth not to be deſtined to the ſame happineſſe. But as ſlavesare pu- 
niſhr for their maſters, and as children ſometimes bear the punzſh- 
ment of their tathers ſins, the body hath þeen puniſhe for the ſoul, 
and trom the timer became confederate in her crime , it parcook in 
herpuniſhment. Though che ſoul be themore guilty , the body is 
the more untortunate, and of the two parts which go to the compo- 
ſure of man, the molt innocent ſeems xo be the moſt miſerable. For 
to boote that ic is ſubject to pain by reaſon of the elements bad in- 
eclligence, © that it undergoes {ickneſſes whereby the health there- 


of 


| 


of is prejudiced, that it cannot be cured but by troubleſome reme- 
dies, that the fear of death be a puniſhment which laſts as long as 
rs life, it is notwichſtanding occaſion of the moſt ſins whereot the 
ſoul is guilty ; and this Sovereign thinketh ſhe ſhould be innocenr, 
if ſhe were nor faſtened to ſo guilty a Party, 

To diſintangle all theſe things, we muſt know,that when the ſoul 
loſt her priviledges, the body loſt Iikewile its advantages, * for the 
ſame grace we made the foul pleaſing ro God, made the body ſub- 
ject tothe ſoul, & the ſame innocencic which preſerved the lovercign 
from fin, warranted the flave from death : But when once man be- 
came guilty, hebecame unfortunate ,z and when once he loſt orig1- 
nall righteouſneſſe, he therewith loſt ail the dependencics thereup- 
on ; Errourand blindnets ſlid into the underſtanding , malice ohi 
ded into the will; and by aconſcquence, which Divine Juſtice made 
neceſſary, iHufion crept into the ſcnles, ficknefle alcered mans tem- 
per, pain diſquiercd his reſt , and death ſho rened his life, Theſe 
puniſhments areſo irkſome as each of them deſerves a difcourſe;and 
not £0 enter upon aſubject which I ſhould handle more ar large, it 
ſhall ſufficerhe for rhe preſent to make it maniteſt , thar though the 
body be'the Souls flave, fince finit is becotme her Tyrant , and char 
it neither taſtes of contentment, nor ſuffers ſorrow wherein it ſhares 
not with her. 

Pain is a ſenfible evill, and were not the Soul ingaged in the bo- 
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dy, ſhe withonr the leaſt commotion would brhold the moſt orie- 


vous puniſhtnents , bur nature having compoſed man of theſe ewo 
different parts, che bodies parn, 1s the Sonls punrſhmentr, rheir good 
4nd their bad ate common between them , rhe more noble ſuffers 
with the more ighoble,and by a ſtrange misfortune, the ſoul which 
needs no noariſhment, fears tamine , the who is ſpirituall,fears pain, 
# and ſhe who is jmmortall apprehends dearh , fheis afflited wirh 
whatſoever hurts fire body, and as it het love had changed her E(- 
ſence, the ſeems to be become Corporcall. Byaſequell as ſhamefull 
as neceſſary, ſhe takes her part ct all the bodies pleaſures ; ſhe ſhapes 
defites, unn2cefficated, ſhe follows the inclinations of irs ſenſes, and 
forgoing truth and vertue, wirerein all her innocent delights ought 
ro confilt , ſhe rellitherh rhe flowers with rhe ſmelling, the raſtes 
met with the Pallute, ſhe hears Mufick with theears, and ſecththe 
diy cilicy of cotoars with the eyes, Being thus become Fnſuall, ſhe 
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is not to bc looſened from the body, ſhe forgets her naturall advan- 
rages, by neglecting them, ſhe forgoes commerce with ſpirits to 
ercat with beaſts; the fear ſhe hath of death, makes her doubt her 
immortality z the love the hath to pleaſure, makes her deſpiſe ver- 
rue, and to engage her ſelfe too farin her ſlaves intereſt, ſhe learns 
new crimes, whereof ſhe was before innocent, 

For although the ſoule be not impeaceable, and that her will be 
not ſoconſtant in what is good, bur that ſhe may be unfortunately 
arted from it, yet is ſhe not capableof all ſorts of crimes; ſhe ma 
be ſeduced by talſhood, blown up by vaine glory, abaſcd by ſad- 
neſſe, and gnawn by cnvy, bur ſhe ſhould bc exempt from ſuch 
ſins, as ſhe is perſwaded untoby the lenſes, if ſhe were diſ-ingaged 
from the body, Meer ſpirits are not ſcorcht with unchaſte flames , 
divelsare not unchaſte, ' ſave onely forthat they counſell us toim- 
purity : They are pleaſed with this vice, onely becauſe Jeſus Chriſt 
is thereby injured, and our ſoules would finde notrouble in being 
chaſte, did they nor loye unchaſte bodies: drunkenneſſe, the va- 
pours whereof cloud rcaſon, is not ſo much a fin of the ſoule, as 
of the body ; did not the ſoule ſwim inthe bloud, thc body would 
never be drown'd in wine; i and the y"u”m_ drunkard of the world 

would forgoe his love to this fin, if 
body ; a man muſt partake much more of a beaſt, than of an Angel, 
if he fall intothis diſorder, and men who make more uſe of their 
{oules, then of rheir bodies, arenot much ſubject to this infamous 
Ircegularity. Gluttony(which may betermed thefeſter or the mother 
of drunkenneſle) lodgeth neither in the will, nor in the underſtan- 
ding, it makes it's abode in the body, the pallate which taſtes 
viands, the ſtomack which diſgeſts them, are it's faithfull officers ; 
if it makeany uſe of the underſtanding, * 'tis forthe ſervice of the 
belly, andif irrcaſonar any time, 'tis but tofinde out new ſauces, 
which may awaken appetite. Covetouſneſle , though it conteſt 
with ambition, and be inſatiable, is rather a fin of the ſenſes, than 
of the ſoule; for this illuſtrious Captive , makes not ſo many 
wiſhes for her ſelfe, as for the body which ſhe inanimares: Glory 
and vertuearethe onely objes of herdeſires ; when ſhe labours to 
get riches, or to ſcek our pleaſure, ſhe tits her ſelfe tothe humour 
of her ſlave, andaQts morethrough complacency, than-inclination, 
or neceſſity , *tisthebody which necds the light of the conſtellati- 
Ons 


cath had un-robd him of his 
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ons to light it, the fruites of the carth to nouriſh ir, the skins of 
beaſts ro cloth it, and all the beauties of narure for it's diverſion, 

All Artslabour onely for the {ervicethereof, ! though they be 
the work of the underſtanding, they be the bodies ſervants, and 
ſcrthoſe aſide which have affinity with ſciences, all the reſt labour 
onely to entertain the ſenſes ; ſomecur out clothes tocover us, 0- 
thers raiſe houſes for us rolodge in, ſometill rheearth to nouriſh 
us, others ſeek for pearl in the botrome of the ſea, and diamonds 
in the bowels of the carth for our adornment ; it the ſoule become 
ingenious in inventing things whichare ſuperfluous, and of no uſe, 
ſhe is thereunto ſollicited by reafon of the bodies need, and ſhe 
forgoes all theſecares as ſoon as ſhe is got our of priſon. The Rebell 
Angels never fought to divide the 1iches of the carth, the diviſion 
of Provinces, or Kingdoms, did never moveambirion in them, the 
beauty of women nevercauſed in them looſe deſires, nor did ever 
any of thoſe ſins whichariſe from fleſh & bloud, tempt thoſe haughty 
ſpirits. Thegreateſt part of our exceſſe derives from the body, if we 
wereparted from ir, we ſhould either become innocent; or ifin thar 
condition we ſhould have either ambition, or avyarice, their'motive 
and obje&t would be altered. The greateſt Conquerours have no 
motions which are not common to them with Lions, Lovers jea- 
loufic is not more noble thenis that of Buls, and the husbandry of 
the Avaritious is not more juſt then is thatot Owles, and Ants : 
if men be more toblame then beaſts, 'tis becauſe their ſoule com- 
plies with their bodies, and that ſhe makes uſe of her advantages, 
toſupply her ſlaves neceſſities. Bur the miſchicfe rakes it's originall 
from the body , and as the woman tempred man after ſhe had been 
ſeduced by thedevill, the fleſh temprs the ſpirit after having been 
ſollicited by objects which flatter the ſenſes. 

I very well know that in the State of Innocency, the ſoule was 
firſt guilty, and that the body being ſubje& to reaſon could nor ex- 
cite the 6 ſeditions , it was obedient to it's Sovereign, and as 
long as the Toule was ſubje to God, the body was ſubje@ to the 
ſoule ; bur when once the ſoule rebell'd againſt her God, her body 
ſcorn'd to be commanded by her. And as mansfaulr had been a 
revolt, his punithment was arebellionalſo. All our miſchief ariſeth 
from the bad intelligence which is held between the two parts, 
whereof wearc compoſed ; he who could appeaſe their differences, 
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the minde be fo pleaſing ro the injured, it ſeems ſevere unto us, 
when we are invited to puniſh our body, ' Our paſſion for this un- 


195 


faichfull one, ? is not extinguithed by death, The-damned pre- 
ſerves it amidſt the flames; though they know their pains ſhall be 


increaſed by the reſurrettion of their body , they cannot chuſe bur 


deſire it, In hell hope triumphs over fearand pain; and this cruel! 
enemy hath ſo many charmes, as though he be reduced to duſt, yet 
doth hecaulc love in the (oule which did inanimate-him. The re- 
membrance of the injuries which the ſoule hath received from the 
body, and the fear ot pain which the expects from thence, is not 
ableto ſtifle this deſire. She hopes forthe = ot Judgement, where 


ſhe muſt be condemned , though ſhe know 


cr puniſhment will be 


increaſed by her re-union with her body , ſhe cannor bur defire ir 
with impatience, and placcsthe delay thereof in the number of her 
ſufferings. So as weare bound to conclude, that if-the body be 
the caule of (in during life, it will be the puniſhment thereof after 
death and that if it bath made the ſoule guilry upon carth, 'ewill 


make her unhappy in hcl. 


The third Diſcourſe. 


Of the Infidelity of the Senſes. 


N 


Arure being ſo intermingled with ſin, as that the one is the 
production of God , the other the work of man , the prai- 
ſes which we give tothe former, are always mingled with 


Invectives made againſt che latter ; and we cannot value the beaury 
of nature, unleſſe we blame the our- rages which 4 ſhe hath recei- 
ved from fin; the figure of mans body is an evident ſigne of his 
Makers wildome, T he Lincaments of. his face bindes us to admire 
the power of the hand which hath formed them, and the diſpoſall 
of thepartsrthereof, draw no lefle praiſes from our mouthes, than 
the like of the univerſe. Bur the diſorder which we ſce in mans 
Temperature, the oppolition of thoſe Elements which go to his 
compoſure, and char gencrall revolt which hath ſhed it ſelt chrough- 
out all his membc:s, obligerh us to detelt lin, which is the cauſe 
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196 Of the Corruption of 
thereof. We muſt argue in the ſame ſort concerning our ſenſes, and 
conteſſe, thar as their uſe deſerves eſtimation, their irregularity de- 
ſerves blame. 
They are admirable in their ſtruure, and were they not com- 
mon to us with beaſts, we might be permuted to glory in them, 
The operation of the nobleſt of chem is ſo ſubrill, as that the ſoule, 
as divine as ſhcis, can hardly comprehend ir , ſhe admireth thele 
Maſter-picces of nature, though ſhe have ſo great a ſharcin their 
miracles, yet knows ſhe not how they are done, and thinks ſtrange 
that ſhe ſhould contribute ro wonders which ſhe cannot conceive, 
For the ſoule inanimares the ſenſes, and this ſpirituall forme, is a 
created Divinity which ſces by the cycs, heares by the cares, and 
expreſſerth ic ſelfe by the mouth. Bur if the ſenſes have their per- 
fecions, they havealſo their defects, and if the ſoule receiveany 
ſervice by them, ſhe isby them likewiſe much injured. They are 
the gates of falſhood and errour, vanity ſlides into our ſoules, by 
their means ; they are expoſed toilluſtons ; the objets wherewith 
they are pleaſed corrupt them ; and being oncecorrupted by delight, 
they make no true reports untothe ſoule. Nature hath endowed us 
with them, that we might know Godby things viſible, and to raiſe 
us up to conſider the beauty of the Creatour by the like of his 
works , theſe deceirfull Guides do notwithſtanding abuſe us, and 
ſollicited either by dclight, or intereſt, make Idols unto themſelves 
of all the creatures, and lcad us to adore ſenfible and periſhable 
| Hifi nuntios Gods. * Saint Auguſtine confeſſerh, that he never went aſtrayin his 
meas ſenſu om- belicte, ſave when he would follow them, and thathe never enga- 
nes exterioresut ped himſelfein errour, ſave when he gave belicfe rotheir adviſe; 
wars c ſought our God wich his eyes, he would have touched him with 
mal? quere- his hands, and thought to have found him inthe world, whom he 
CE__ cariied about with him inhis heart. He gave commiſſion. roall his 
Þlilq P32: ſfenſesto findchim out, but theſe ignorant meſſengers could learn 
him nothing, and he tound not his God, becauſe he knew not how 
rightly to {eek tor him. 
Their ignorance would be excuſable, were it not accompanied” 
with injuſtice; but theſe evill Counſcllours grow inſvlent in chi- 
Ging us, after they have abuſed us, and make violence ſucceed ſu- 
perchery ; they tyrannizc over our ſouls, after having ſeduced them, 
and make the Sovercign take Jaws from his flaves, According to 
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the Government of the Univerſe, Infcriour things arealwas ſubje& 
to their ſuperiour: as the earth is leſſe noble than the Heavens, it is 
alſolower; it receives their influences, thereot with reſpe&, and all 
the fruit it beareth, raiſe themſelves up towards the ſtars, to witneſle 
that it's fruirfulneſle derives from their Influences. In Civill Go- 
vernment, women are ſubject unto their husbands, and ſlaves obey 
their Maſters, in Politique, the people hold of their Sovercign, and 
the Kings will, isthe Subjects laws ; butin manthis order is reverſt 
by an irregularity, whichcanbe nothing bur the puniſhment of fin : 
his ſoule depends upon his body , and in her nobleſt operations, ſhe 
is obliged ro be adviſed by the ſenſes. Hercondition is ſo unhappy, 
as ſhe ſeems almoſt enforced to believe the ignorant, to follow the 
blinde, and to obey Rebels. A man would blame a State, where 
fools ſhould command over wiſe men, where children ſhould pre- 
ſcribe laws to the Ancient, and where women ſhould have domini- 
on overtheir husbands ; yer corrupted nature is engaged inthis dif- 
order; and finceour firſt Fathers fin, the ſenſes are the ſouls Coun- 
ſellours, and this faint-hearred Sovereign, renouncing her lawſull 
authority, receives orders from herſlaves, 

Theirtyranny hath occaſioned another, more cruell, and more 
dangerous , for as they areſubjc& ro the devills illuſions, they fight 
under his colours, and become acceſſary to all his wicked deſignes : 
he © hath wonall our ſenſes overto him finceſin ; the nobleſt arc \ Piabolwpoſa- 
moſt rruſty ro him, and he hath ſocorruprted them, as one muſt ei- er ne 
ther be very wiſe, or very fortunate to defend himſelfe from them. ratione oa 
He hath pur ſlandering in the tongue, uncleanneſle in the eyes, er- 7197in conver. 
rour inthe cares, revenge in the heart, and pride in the head : He _ 
hath diſperſt diſobedience amone(t the paſſions, revolt amongſt the* c,oneaveritiam, 
members, andinfidelity amongſtallthe ſenſes. If we ſpeak, he fol- P//«# mace 
licits usto ſpeak wrongfully; if we hear, he engageth us in errour , | o=/ vane Y& 
it welook, he ſtrikes us in love, it we think upon our injuries, he quationezinore,, 
incite us to revenge; and if weconfider our advantages, he makes [vm mg 
us vain glorious, Thus arc our ſenſes the Executours of his fury, the zris. Aug.ia. 
parts of our body are confederate in his faultineſle, andthe members ſera. 
which nature hath given us to defend ourſelves, arethe weapons 
which he makes uſe of ro fight againſt us. Bur leſt I may be accuſed' 
of adding toour miſ fortune to excuſe our fin , I will conſider the 
ſcnſes in particular, and after. having obſerved their adyantages, I 
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thereof. We muſt argue in the ſame ſort concerning our ſenſes, and 
conteſſe, thar as their uſe deſerves eſtimation, their irregularity de- 

ſerves blame. | l 
They are admirable in their ſtruure, and were they not com- 
mon to us with beaſts, we might be permitted to glory in them, 
'The operation of the nobleſt of them is ſo ſubtill, as that the ſoule, 
as divine as ſheis, can hardly comprehend it , ſhe admireth thele 
Maſter-pieces of nature, though ſhe hays ſo great a ſharcin their 
miracles, yet knows ſhe not how they are done, and thinks ſtrange 
that ſhe ſhould contribute ro wonders which ſhe cannot conceive. 
For the ſoule inanimatesthe ſenſes, and this ſpirituall forme, is a 
created Divinity which ſees by the cycs, heares by the cares, and 
expreſſerh ir ſelte by the mouth. Bur if the ſenſes have their per- 
- feRtions, they havealſo their defects, and if the ſoule receiveany 
ſervice by them, ſhe is by them likewiſe much injured. They are 
the gates of falſhood and errour, vanity ſlides into our ſoules, by 
their means ; they are expoſed toilluſions ; the objets wherewith 
they are pleaſed corrupt them ; and being oncecorrupred by delight, 
they make no true reports untothe ſoule. Nature hath endowed us 
with them, that we might know Godby things viſible, and to raiſe 
us up to conſider the beauty of the Creatour by the like of his 
works, theſe deceirfull Guides do notwithſtanding abuſe us, and 
ſollicited either by delight, or intereſt, make Idols unto themſelves 
of all the creatures, and lead us to adore ſenfible and periſhable 
| if montios Gods. * Saint Auguſtine confeſſerh, that he never went aſtray in his 
mes ſenſu om- Þelicte, ſave when he would follow them , and thathe never enga- 
nes ext14010:4t ped himſelfein errour, ſave when he gave belicfe totheir adviſe; 
PT c ſought our God with his eyes, he would have touched him wich 
mal? queie- his hands, and thought to have found him inthe world, whom he 
=_ auguſt. cariied about with him in his heart. He gave commiſſion. roall his 
Pq ©P3!* (enſesto findchim out, but theſe ignorant meſſengers could learn 
him nothing, and he tound not his God, becauſe he kaew not how 

rightly to {eek tor him. 

Their ignorance would be excuſable, were it not accompanied 
with injuſtice; bur theſe evill Counſcllours grow inſolent in chi- 
. Ging us, after they have abuſed us, and make violence ſucceed ſu- 
p-rchery they tyrannize over our ſouls, after having ſeduced them, 
and make the Sovercign take laws from his ſlaves, According to 


the 


Nature by 


that it's fruirfulneſle derives from their Influences. In Civill Go- 
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the Government of the Univerſe, Inferiour things arealwas ſubject 
to their ſuperiour: as theearthis lefſe noble than the Heavens, it is 
alſolower, it receives their influences, thereof with reſpe&, and all 
the fruit it beareth, raiſe themſelves up towards the ſtars, to witneſle 


vernment, women are ſubject unto their husbands, and ſlaves obey 


their Maſters, in Politique, the people hold of their Sovereign, and 


the Kings will, isthe Subjects laws ; butin manthis order is revert 
by an irregularity, whichcan be nothing bur the puniſhment of fin : 
his ſoule depends upon his body ; and in hernobleſt operations, the 
is obliged ro beadviſcd by the ſenſes. Hercondition is ſo unhappy, 
as ſhe ſeems almoſt enforced ro believe the ignorant, to follow the 
blinde, and to obey Rebels. A man would blame a State, where 
fools ſhould command over wiſe men, where children ſhould pre- 
ſcribe laws to the Ancient, and where women ſhould have domini- 
on overtheir husbands , yer corrupted nature is engaged in this dif- 
order; andfinceour firſt Fathers fin, the ſenſes are the ſouls Coun- 
ſellours, and this faint-hearted Sovereign, renouncing her lawſull 
authority, receives orders from herſlaves, 

Theirtyranny hath occaſioned another, more cruell, and more 
dangerous , for as they are ſubjc& to the devills illuſions, they tight 
under his colours, and become acceſſary to all his wicked deſignes : 


he © hath wonall our ſenſes overto 


him finceſin; the nobleſt are 


moſt truſty to him, and he hath ſocorrupred them, as one muſt ei- 


ther be very wiſe, or very fortunate 


to defend himſelfe from them. 


He hath pur ſlandering in the tongue, uncleanneſle in the eyes, cr- 
rourinthe cares, revenge in the heart, and pride inthe head: He 
hath diſperſt diſobedienceamong(t the paſſions, revolt amongſt the: 
members, andinfidelity amongſtallthe ſenſes. If we ſpeak, he ſol- 
licits usto ſpeak wrongfully; if we hear, he engageth us in errour 


it welook, he ſtrikes us in love , it 


we think upon our injuries, he 


incites us to revenge; and if we conſider our advantages, he makes 


_ usvainglorious. Thus arc our ſenſes the Execurtours of his fury, the 
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parts of our body are confederate in his faultineſle, and the members ſera. 
which nature hath given us to defend ourſelves, arcthe weapons 
which he makes uſe of ro fight againſt us. Bur leſt I may be accuſed 
of adding toour miſ fortune to excuſe our fin , I will conſider the 


ſcnies in particular, and after. havin 
y-Ulconfider their detects. 


g obſcrved their adyantages, I 
It- 
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If che cyc be not the Nobleſt , tis at leaſt the moſt beautifull of 


all our ſenſes, and if jt be not moſt utefull, tis ar leaſt the moſt de- 
Ightfall, Nature imployes nine Moneths in forming it , itis one of 
the parts of the Body the begins the ſooneſt, and ends the laſt: tisa 
Maſter pcece of workmanthip, wherein her power, and * her dexte- 
rity are equally to be admired : She mingles conrraries fo warily 
there 4 as waters are there oblerved to agrec with flames z they are 
the riſes of fire and of tears, which cauſe deluges, & inflammarttons : 
All paſſions are there {ecn in their glory ; ſorrow and joy make it 
their chicteit Theatre, and when the heart burns with love or with 
hatred, it darteth our Thunder and lightning by the eyes: their 


greatneſle is rather a provigie than a wonder ; for they incloſe the - 


« Heavens withall the ſtars therein, the ſea with all her rocks, 
and carth with all its mountains , the feverdll ſpecies of all 
theſe objects lodge there without confuſton , and Nature 
is amazed to fee her whole Image , in ſo ſinall a looking 
lafſe. Allchcir parts are of ſo nice a compoſition , as they are un- 
di{cernable; the nerves which convey the {ſight are ſmaller than the 
hairs of the head, the thin filmes which covereth them , are more 
tranſparent then Chriſtall , and the waters which are incloſed in 
their receptacles, are {o calm,as no ſtorm can troublethem : Nature, 
which governs her love according to the merit of her works, hath 
given them ſo many guards, astheirexcellencie 1s eaſily judged by 
her care in preſcrving them. * For to boote that the hairs on the 
cyc-lids, are as many biiſtled points which defend them, that the 
cyc-brows, arearches which cover them, that the eye-lids, are vails 
which hide them , the hands are imployed ro ſave them, and their 
Chict exerciſe, when in the datk, 15 to guard theſe ſons, which 
guide us in the day time. They are ſo ſudden in trhcir operationas it 
holds of the Natureof lightning ; they raiſe themſelves up to the 


| heavens, anda'deſcend ro the depths in a moment, they tinde our 


things turcheit of without wearinefſe, and by an ordinary miracle 
they on themlclves to them, withour disjoyning themſelves from 
thebody: They ſerve for an Interpreter to thoſe that cannor ſpeak, 
they cxprefle thoughts which the underſtanding dares not truſt the 
tongue withall , they are ſo happy in theirexpreſſions as ſavadoec 
men underſtand them, and they are ſo powertull in their perſivaſi- 


ons,as they oft-times obtain more by their looks, then the mouth 
can do by words. Bur 
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But afluredly it muſt be confeſt, that their bad exceeds theirgood, 
and theirdefaults their advantages. For the greateſt ſins commence 
by the ſight, love hath no force withthoſe that are blinde ; though 
he be blinde-folded, his looks make his gun Conquelt; and the 


arrows which he ſhoots proceed rather from his eyes then from his 
quiver: ? The ſubrilry of this ſenſe ſerves onely to make it the 
more guilty ; it commits faults where itis not, and being more ſubril 
then thunder,it ſcorcheth People withour rouching them , it medi- 
rates adulteries before the heart conceiveth them,and in all unchaſte 
fins, it is alwaies firſt faulty , moſt men would be innocent, if they 
were blinde, and without ſecking ſo many remedies againſt love, 
want of fight would ſerve the turn: * The Soul having a more 
Noble relidence in the eyes, then inthe other ſenſes, ſhe Hat no 
wiſhes which ſhe expreſſes not by them , nor conceives ſhe any de- 
figne, whereinthey are not Complices. 

Every part of the body is capable of ſome crime, and fince our 
loſſe of innocency, we have no partin us which is not able to irritate 
Gods juſtice : Bur yer we have this of comtort in our misfortune 
that cheir miſchiefe is bounded ; and that by a fortunate 
diſability, they can commit bur one ſort of fin, The hand is onely 
guilty of Murders and Thett, the rongue of blaſphemy and calum- 
nie, the carof hearing, crrour,and talſhood , and the mouth of ex- 
cefle in eating and drinking : but the eye is guilty of all crimes, it ſees 
no objet wherewith it is not tempred, and all fins which can kill our 
Souls , can ſeduce our light, * pride ſeems to have eſtablithe its 
Throne there, & lying is not more naturall tothe rongue, rhen vain- 
glory tothe eyes Asthey haverhe art of ſpeaking , they have alſo 
the cunning of miſ-ſpeaking, their very looks without the help of 
worc's ſufficiently witneflerheir deſpiſal : Slorhfulneſſe reignes there 
noleſſe rhen obloquie ; though they beſo adHive, they ceaſe not to 
be florhfull,drowſtnefſe affails chem ro make us ſleep, they are ſooner 
ſhut then the ears, and experience teacheth us, that we hear words 
when we ſee no objects: Anger is ſeento break forth there in fury, 
Lightningsand Thunders burſt forth from thence as meſſengers of 
revenge, and this violent pafſion makes not much more havock in 
the hearr, than in the eyes : Like avarice , they are inſatiable , thar 
which hath been pleaſing to them, cauferh ctheirpain, and their pu- 
niſhments ariſe from whence their defires did firſt derive. Envie ſins 
moreby theeycs than by the hands, though the be made to pale 
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for blinde, ſhe looks upon her mag happineſle with repining, 
and (ſhould the have loſt uſe of fight, the would have founda remedy 
tor the greateſt part of her torments, Uncleanneſle * lights her 
Torches at the eyes roconſume the heart ; ſhe would be weak, were 
ſhe not aſſiſted by theſe fairhfull officers , ſhe undertakes nothing 
bur by thcir looks, and before theimployes the hand to write,or the 
mouth ro ſpeak, ſhe hath already made uſe of the eyes to expreſſe 
her delignes. In fine,the eyc is fo guilty, as the wife Man ftindes 
nothing more pernitious, © he witheth to be blinde that he might 
purchaſe jnnocencic; and he leaves in diſpute, whether Peſti- 

lenceand War, or the {ight,be cauſe of greater Milchicf. 
As hearing contends with it for worth, ſo may it do for wicked- 
neſle ; and it muſt be granted that the good and bad which we re- 
ceive thereby, are cquolly conſiderab'e tis the ſenſe which is moſt 
peculiar to the underſtanding, and which Natureand Religion ſeems 
ro have addicted to the knowledge of the Higheſt Truthes: Nature 
makes «4 uſe thereof ro learn ſciences ; ſhe knows generall things 
onely by the cars ;, andthoſe who are deaf remain Ignorant much 
longer than thoſe thar are blinde. —_— makes ule of it to inſi- 
nuate faith into the ſoul, of all our ſenſes tis the only one which is 
faichfull ro her ; all the reſt withſtand faith, and meer with difficul- 
ties which offend them : Hearing is more credulous, and more ratio- 
nall, its affinity with the underſtanding, makes it capable of the won- 
ders of Chriſtianity z and the great Apoſtle © confeſſeth , that 
Faith enters the Soul by the cars : Paſſions themſclves are obedient 
to it, and theſe unruly Subje&s which countenance the Empire of 
reaſon, obey the Empire of the care, tis by it that Commanders in- 
m—_— their Souldiers to Battle , tis by it that Orators oppeaſe in- 
cenſcd people, tis by it that Philoſophers perſwade their Diſciples ; 
tis by it that Polititians inſtru Princes, and make Conquerours 
undertake gallant ations; cloquence, which works ſuch wonders in 
the world,owesallt her might to hearing ; ſhe languiſheth upon pa- 
per ; when by theeyes the glides intothe Soul, ſhe looſeth Fall er 
force, but ſhe bereaves us of our liberty where ſhe inſinuates her ſelf 
by the cars: and a man muſt be cither ſtupid or opinionated , if he 
reſiſt reaſons whichare pleaſingly conveyedinto the underſtanding 

by handſome diſcourſe, 

* For all the praiſes are given to a ſenſe ſo requiſite to ſcjenceand 
Religi- 


Religion, ir ceaſeth not to haveir's faults; and to bear the chara- 
Qersof fin. Itis a flave to ſuperſtition, and errour, it makes here- 
ticks, as well as true believers, and 'ris the part by which the Ser- 
pents per{waſions centred our firſt mothers ſoule. The poiſon which 
is poured in by the care, is much more dangerous than that which 
is taken in by the mouth, and the ſoule is more cafily corrupted 
by hearing, than by ſeeing. All vertues are endangered when ſer 
upon in this place, and there ts not one of them, which is nog ex- 
treamly threarned, when the vice which is it's enemy, will make 
it come forth by the part by whichir entred, 'ris by ir,char idle diſ- 
courſe undertakes chaſtity , *tis by ir, that errour triumphs over 
truth, *tis by ir, that calumny oppreſſerh innocency, "tis by ir, that 
blaſphemy aoth ſpread abroad it's contagion, 'ris in fine, by it, 
that the devill drives out Jeſus Chriit, and poſleſſeth himſelte of 
the Throne which he had raiſed up in our hearts. So as 'tis nor 
without good reaſon, that the 5 wiſe man counſelleth us to hedge 
in our carcs with thornes, and carefully ro lock up a gate, by which 
falſhood,. herefie, and impiety do contuſedly get into our ſoules : 
And 'tis not without caule that we declare, that if the whole body 
be infected by ſin, the care is the part molt dangerouſly corrupred, 


The fourth Diſcourſe. 


That the Paſsions are fickle, or wilde 


his reſt be ever troubled by theſc motions of the ſenſible ſoule. 
Angels " which have no commerce with fleth andbloud, have 
one of theſe changes , if they deſtre any thing that is good, 
they languiſh not forit, it os puniſh a fault, they are not tran- 
{ported with choler, and if they aſſiſt us in our miſery, they are 
not touched with compaſſion: whence I conclude , that paſſions 
proceed from the ſoules marriage with the body ,; and that iris as 
naturall for a man to hope, and teare, to love and hate, to rejoyce, 

and to be ſorry, as to cate and drink, or to wake and {lcep. 
Sincenature doth nothing without : —_ -raan reapes ſome 
adyan- 


I: man were a meer ſpirit, he thould have no paſſions, nor ſhould 
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advantage by his paſſions, and meers with a thouſand occaſi- 
; Amor eft dele- 25 wherein i he wa” make good uſe of them. Defire is the 
1 :tiocordisper ſoules courſe, and ſhe ſeems ro command this nimble heeled paſſh- 
depderiumcwr- ON, to put her in poſſeſſion of whar ſhe loves. Hope comes in to 
ria. Eheſuccour of deſire, and promiſcth her ſuch good ſucceſle, as ſhe 
dium. Auguſt. reſolvesto make her way through a!l difficulties, which oppoſe her 
lib.deſuvitan- qefignes. If hope mcet wich more oppoſition then ſhe imagined, 
= "7<6IY | l her valour purchaſerh her 
ap.t.&z fhecallsincourage to heraid, which by her valour p 
the enjoymentof what ſhe had long wiſhed for. Such paſhons as 
are oppolite totheſe, ſerves the ſoule to keep aloofe from what ſhe 
apprehends. Fear is her flight; the doth her utmoſt to keep her 
enemy off ; though ſhe be timerous, the mingleth her ſelte with 
hope to effe&t her deſignes; and imployes boldneſſe ro overcome 
ſuch dangers as threaten her if her ſtrength be too weak, ſhe falls 
inſenſibly into deſpair ; andgiving way togriefe, doth of necefity 
become unhappy. Somtimes ſhe aſſumes courage in her diſaſters 
ſollicited by hatred, animated by deſire, and incouraged by deſpair, 
ſhe gets the berter of rhe enemy which poſſeſſeth her; and findes 
by experience, that ſomtimes to be happy, a man muſt have been 
miſerable. 
k lraſc; peecan-= Theſe paſſions have ſo much affinity with vertue, * as let bur 
as pls | never ſo little care be taken in husbanding them, they may become 
aſfi:{te «t be - yertuous, Fear is ſerviceable to wiſdome ; wiſe men are always ti- 
retur,tim*re  merous z, good ſucceſſe always their apprehenſion, and proſperity 
nag? by which makes others inſolent, makes Polititians modeſt , The Tra- 
u'rum quiſquam gediau makes Agamemnon, from the ruine of Troy apprehend the 
jaxd conflatr* like of Sparta; his victory cauſeth his diffidency , and the Poet, 
4s. Aveut, Who will make this Prince a perfect Polititian, ſeems to have graf- 
k 9.de Civiis ted his wiſdome onely upon fear. Audacity is a naturall fortitude, 
Cape3« a man muſt be couragious to be valiant, this vercue is no leſle a 
work of nature, than of morality , andunleſſe a mans conſtitution 
contribute towards his generolity, Philoſophy with all her coun- 
{cll, will hardly make him ſeck out an honourable death. Thar 
which is ſaid ot Poets, ought tobe affirmed of all vertuous men 
as theſe cannot be famous in their profeſſion, unleſle they be borne 
ot that hear which is the ſoule of Poeſy, theſe cannot be valiant, 
unleſſe they be born with that generous hear, which deſpiſcth dan- 
gcrs, and which boaltech in the lofſe of life, when glory is won 
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thereby. Anger doth ſomwhat reſemble juſtice, the one and the 
other of them will punith faults; andif the former be not better 
regulated in the revenge which ſhetakes for injuries, tis becauſe 
ſhe is blinde, and thar ſelt-love whereby ſhe is guided, makes her 
commir exceſſe. ! Sorrow and griefeare happy ſervants to repen- | cacecn..; 
rance ; they mixt rheirtears cogether to bewaile one and the ſame ef; - an 
ſin, andthe contrition of a guilty perſon is the joynt work of na- 2:41,qu0 enim 
tureand grace: Asto be faithfull, a man muſt be rationall, ſo to ron Deus 
, ..aM: i/iztia oft pe- 
be penirent, a man muſt be afflicted; and God will have paſſion to Titentiam ad (+- 
conſpire with reaſon in repentance, to the end that the ro parts to» fabilem 
whereof man is compoſed may farisfie juſtice. In fine, all the mo- 272%" 3-44 
tions of the ſenſitive foule ſeem ſo addifted rogood, as ſome of Yrili i 
them cannot forgoecit's party , pitty is always praiſe-worthy, and **7* antum 
the compaſſion of anothers evil, which ſhe imprints in the heart, + 0g] yt 
is ſojuſt, that the very Barbarians cannot condemne it ; the indig- hence vel pe4i- 
nation which we conceive for the miſery of the good, and for = — —_ 
proſperity of the wicked, 1s a naturall juſtice which hathnot yer exe gran 
met with a cenſure rigid enough to blame ir. The ſhame which *cenf,ve! fa 
makes us bluſh ar our advantages, or our defaults, doth look fo like — he—— | 
modeſty, astheir Intereſts are inſeparable , ſhe ſerves for an Orna- platione conci- 
ment to vertue, and for an expiation to fin; be ir that her Farther #9 Caſfio- 
be infamous, or her mother glorious, the daughter is always e. © *: 
qually honourable, and if a man betoo blame in having commirred 
fin, he is to be praifed in witneſſing his ſhame, for Goring com- 
mitted it. | 
Burt ler _" be as carefull as ſhe | un in praiſing of 
l 


our paſſions, they have loſt their innocency, fince nature hath loſt > Qomadme- 


dum ratione nul 


| her purity. The juſteſt of them are irregular, and thoſe which lum atimeal oh- 


ſeem to ſide with vertue, are ſlavestoſin; their firſt motions arc temperar 6/+- 
out of our power; let us rake what care we can to reduce them !*" ſt Nature 
: - ' . enim eorum eſt 
ro their duty z, they get on wing withour our leave; theyare ſub- /,,4s/aadent; 
jets to whom rebellion is naturall, » wilde beaſts which are ne- Jt non ſequur- 
ver tamed, and faithleſſc ſouldiers which "ght oftner inthe behalf qty 
of vice, than of vertue. The Saints think themſelves happy, when :aticwrs, on. © 


after much ado,they can overcome one of theſe domeſtick Enemies, Sencc. Ep 86. 


 theirlife is notlong enough to aſſubjet them _— ; and when 


they think to have overcome them, they finde, that like Antcns in 
| 2 the 
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the Fable, they draw ſtrength from their weakneſle, and courage 

from their detcats : there 15 no paffion in man which doth nat ſer 

upon ſome vertues, oft-times they conſpire together to fight a- 
oainſtthem. They reconcile their own differences, that they may 

ruinc them , and as the Elements ule violence upon their qualities, 

ro pre ſerve nature theſe force their inclinations to deſtroy her, 

Their peace 15 more fatall ro us than war; & we know not,that whe- 

ther they be more to be dreaded when they adopt themſelves to 

our humours, or when they oppoſe our deſires. The beſt of them 

(the ſtate conſidered whereinthey are pur by (in) are_almolt always 

irregular, the moſt innocent of them ſeem to be fomwhar crimi- 

nall; and thoſe which men mix with the vercues, have always ſome 

aſhnity with vice: the greateſt part of their motions are violent, 

unleſſ: they be reformed tograce z' and whatſoever advantage mo- 

rality may promiſe unto her {elfe by rhem, ſhe findes by her experi- 

ence, that it is never good ſporting with a wilde beaſt, though it ap- 

pcarnever ſo tame, Naturall pity isalmoſt always unjuſt, ſhe conſi- 

n Miſericerdia dereth the pain, bur not the offence ; " ſhe would break open priſon, 
non cauſem fed 1 Jet murtherers looſe, and guilty men ceaſe to be odious to her, 
is coral if once they become miſerable. Indignation is not much more juſt 
necenciſſimorum than pity ; ſhe complaines of the proſperity of the wicked, and of 
—_—— the gooc mans adverhity, onely becauſe ſhe knows not thar riches 
effngeret. Se- and honours are not the true rewards of vercue; and that ſhame and. 
nec.2.d:Clc- poycrty arc not the true puniſhments of ſin, She 1s onely ſevere 

o larerpadere DECAUIE ſhe is blinde,, the would nor condemne the ſecrers of Gods 
peccandi quam Providence, it the were converſant with the laws of juſtice, and 
wore) mercy. - Shame 1S alwayes mixt with ſin ; if fin be not the 
6=-engfh cauſerhereof, itisthe occaſion : And of as many guilty people as 
i. piſt.$3. ſeem thamefull, there are bur few which do not more fear the 
dithonour than thc offeace, Icis very hard in the condition where- 
unto fin hath retuced us, for the paſſions to be {erviceable to us 
without grace , ſince nature is become our puniſhment , they are 
bcc yne our exccucioners, they ſerve for Miniſters ro Gods Ju- 
ſtice, t1 revenge his goodneſſe upon our offences; they mult be 
ſubject to chuiity, it we will reapany profic by chem; andif the 
preteſt part of mens vertues be tins without faich, the greateſt parc 
o! rhcir paſſions arc dilorders without BLracc z they are not to be 
ſafcly 
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ſafely guided by morality without Religion, their unrulineſſe ſur- 
paſſerh her addreſſe; and as there are certain ſtorms which paſſe 
the Pilots skill, there are revolts in man which exceed reaſon, 
They ſay that Bees have ſome ſhadow of Policie in their Go- 
vernment;they chuſe aKing whole wil they revercnce,they fight for 
his Glory, and ſhew as much courage in War,as induſtry in Peace, 
They ſuck the juyce of Mowers without tarnithing their Colours, 
they rob Gardens without diſaraying them , and with the ſame 
{ting wherewith they fight againſt their enemics, they make their 
hives and gather cheir hony. » This handſome order endures no p Kege incolum; 
longer then doth their Kings life ;, for as ſoon as he is dead they #7 ommbus 
give over working,berake themſelves to partics,con{pire 01e againſt FRA $4 
another, & having no King to keep chem within their bounds, they V1g.Geargic, 
divide their ſtare, Whileſ innocencic made reaſon rul'd in Man, 
the paſſions were peaceable , all their motions were regular : anger 
committed no injuſtice, all its Decrees were equitable , and the 
meaſure of the offence was alwaies the rule of puniſhineat , hatred 
ſer onely upon fin ; and love berook himlelt wao.ly to vercue z e- 
very paſhon plotted the publike good: bur {ince _— rightcouſ- 
neſle hath forſaken Reaſon , and that man , being bur halt himſelf, 
hath ceaſed to be the perfect Image of God, his paſſions have deſþi- 
ſed his Ewpiie, bis Subjects have revolted , and loſing the refpes 
which he onglht to God, he hati loſt rac auchority wiuch he had in 
his own perſon. 
Profane Philofophy, which ſaiw the effects of acauſe , whereof 
ſhc was ignorant, ſought fora remedie, though wichour ſuccette : 
She laughed ar choſe, who would deſtroy the paſhans , as knowing 
thar they were naturall co men; ſhe invented ſome vertues to guide _ 
them;& forming unto her elf a Continencic romoderate pleatures - -><,htarrirpas 
a fortitude co withſtand ſorro:v, a wildom to regulate accidents,and [art 14tm du 
a Juſtice rodecide cine differences between the Body and the Soul, 17495 2m 
RR | ' CU HINA COA 
thechovwohe to have quicted zMlcheir dilorder, and tohuve revived mm 
MAVe:cy tathe world, but waen the faw how weak thele vertues » 4 piraitivf 
were, dclpunc made her arm mutinceres, to ſuppreſſe oac Paſſi»a ” pj 
by anv.licvr, and tg oppoſe hope to tear, choller to reaulinctle, and - 417 qptalne 
ſorrow tojoy., 1s remedy proved worle thin the Giicale, it iN» 44m 71,1014 
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theſe different means unprofitably employed are ſufficient proofs 
of our paſſions Malignity ; and after all che means uſed by Philo- 
ſophy, it mult be conteſt , that the motions of our Soul are difor- 
dered by ſin, that to make vertues of them , their nature muſt be 
almoſt orally altered, and that unaſſiſted by Grace they are more 
dangerous miſchicts thaneither Peſtilence or Famine. 

One of them is ſufficient to deſtroy a whole Province, a Mo- 
narchs anger isthe ruin of a State,and that which cauſerh ſuites at 
Law berween particular men, kindles War between Princes. Am» 
bition hath changed the face of the world a hundred times , the 
Deluge hath not made ſuch waſte therein, as hath the pride and vain 
glory of Conquerors ; the marks of their © gieatnesare for the moſt 

art farall ; they build Towns upon the ruines of ſuch asrhey have 
bmen down: their conqueſts do oft times begin with violence and 
injuſtice ; vertue hath ſeldom been the reward of their victory, he 
who hath been moſt fool-hardy hath ofr-times been moſt fortu- 
nate;the whole world dreaded Alexanders ambition, &one only man, 
hath or cauſed fear in all men. The defire of glory made him ſwim 
;n his Enemies blood ,this paſhon wasaugmented by good ſucceſle, 
victory ingaged him in new Battails, the more fortunate he was, 
the more was he inſolent ; had not death ſtopt the courſe of his con- 

ueſts, he would have made all Nature groan: Aſia Europe and Af+ 
frics would have had but one andthe ſame Tyrant, and his Subjects 
ruine would havebecathe onely proof ofhis authority. Adams faulr 
neverappeared morethanin Alexander , we ſhould not beleevethat 
our father aſpired |ro+make? himſelf God, if this his Son had not 
imitared him; and we ſhould hardly beleeve that manin the ſtate of 
innocency hadany proud deſires, had not this Prince had inſolent 
thoughts in the ſtate of ſin. The world ſeemed too little to his am- 
bitzon, his Vanity thought Uſurpation lawfull,and he was ſo blind- 
ed with paſſion as that he choughr it no theevery to plunder a king- 
dom, or Murther to Defeate an Army. 

By all this diſcourſe tis cafie to ;affon.chac the paſſions are re- 
bels which are parrtiall in their ſiding with fin, and which are never 
ſo much aſſubjected to the Soul, bur that they arc alwaies ready to 
obviate her Power, and ruine her authority : They arc like the Pre- 
forian Souldiers, who made metry with their Princes heads, who 
made and unmade thcir Sovereignes, onely in reference to their 

own 
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own intereſt; who gave the Empire to thoſe, who offered moſt for 
it, and who made no cle&tion which began not wich murther : for 
theſe heady giddy Subjets have no other motion than cirher their 
ownpleaſureor proffit ; they obey not reaſon, ſave onely when they 
like 2s commands, andto reap any profit by them, they muſt be 
won cither by threates or promiſes; they help us , onely in hurting 
us; they do rather occaſion the exerciſing our vertue, then afliſt the 
practice thereof, and as if they were of the devils humour , they 
advance our wellfare only, in labouring our loſſe , their aſſiſtance is 
almoſt alwayes pernitious; they muſt beuſed as the Poets ſay Aolwe 
uſed the windes; threates muſt be uſed with the orders which we 
giverhem; They are like thoſe horſes in the chariot of the ſun in 
Ovid; they mult be be o_ dealt withall before they reduced ; 
and their Nature muſt be changed, ere their violence be overcome. 
Anger turnes to fury when not moderated, deſire and hopego aſtray 
when not regulated, Audacity grows raſh, when not held in; and 
ſorrow turns to deſpaire, when not ſweetened, ſoas all paſſions in- 
ſtruc us , that Nature is corrupted by ſin; and that to aſſubjet 
chem to reaſon, a Man muſt guide himſelf by the motions of 


Grace. 


The fifth Diſcourſe. 


That the health of Man u prejudiced by 
ſickneſſe, 


Moneſt a thouſand differences which diſtinguiſh Chriſtian 
A Grace from originall righteouſneſſe , one of the chiefeſt is, 
that che fermer ſanRifies the Souls onely, and the other did 
ſanQifie the whole man, and wrought admirablecffes in his body. 
For in the profeſſion of Chriſtianity , the ſenſes are yer SubjeR ro 
the Illuſions of the Devil , objects do yer move the paſſions, and 
reaſon is oft ſurpriſed by their motions, The Sacraments do not 
watrint us from death , and the remedies which Jeſus Chriſt hath 
left unto his Church do not cure our ſickneſſes. Bur in the ſtate of 
innocency,0Figinall righteouſnes was a plentifull ſpring-head which 
diſperſed 
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diſperſed abroad its rivulets into both the parts which go to the 
compoſure of man. For it brought fidelity to the ſenſes,obedience 
tothe paflions, and peace to the Elements, hence it was, thatman- 
prelerving his advantages, ' was exempt from fickneſſe and death : 
The ſcalons not being yet irregular, nothing could alter his temper, 
and his humours being uncorrupted, nothing could have [Eqarmry 


his health : But with che loſſe of his innocency, heloſt all his privi- 
lIedoes and he was no ſooner. {intull, bur he began to be ſick. 

This is ſo conſtant a truth, as that mans life 15 nothing bur a long 
ſicknelſe which never ends but in death: heis born in ſorrow aſwell 
as in lin; his entrance into the world is no lefſe painfull, then 
thanctull ; if this moaſter ike the viper, rip up the bowells of his 


Mother, he himſclf tecls a part oft the pain , which he makes. 


ner ſuffer, and he runs as. much danger, as the who brings him 
into the world. Ticretore tis that Saint Auſtin fayes handſomly, 


that to be born, is to begin to ſuffer , and that to live in the bqdy is 


to begin to be ſick: The diſorder of ſeaſons is ſufficient to corrupt 
the beſt conſtitutions, and the Alterations which happen in the 
world make (uch impreſſions in the Body as trouble the temper 
thereff, Though Nature bea wiſe Mother, that ſhe prepare us oe 
rhe Summers heat by the moderate warmth of the ſpring, and thar 
the tirs us for the winters cold by the moiſtneſſe of Autumn,yct is the 
body of man ſo weak as notwithſtanding all theſe precautions , ſhe 
cannot free it from incommodity ; Phylicians themſelves obſerve, 
that every ſeaſon brings with it irs maladie : and that ruling over 
ſuch humours as accord with them , they never ſuffer us to enjoy 
perfect health. 

The Elements agree not better than do the ſeaſons , there is al- 
wayes ſome one of them which predominates to the prejudice of the 
reſt, they commit outrages each upon other ; and as bloud and chol- 
ler, diſcharge themſelves when over heated, flegme and Melan- 
cholly dothe like when they are corrupted their good intelligence 
is tatall roman , this calmthreatens him with a terrible ſtorm, and 
he 15 nevernearer ſickneſle,than when in perfeeſt health , beſides 
theſe incommoditics which ſpring from his temper , there arc 
others which proceed from indigencie, and which oblige him every 
day to ſeck for cure,heis dayly tormented with hunger and thirſt, 
: and thele are {0 preiſing maladies, as he cannot deter their reme- 
dies 


pO 
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dies withont hazarding his life. Naturall heat commirs ſpoil in th© 
body which oughe to be repaired. The fire which inanimates us» 


conſumes us, and if it be not furniſhe with nouriſhment co enter- 
rainit, it diſchargeth it's fury upon the radicall moiſture which pre- 
ſerves us. 'Tis a lamp that goes out when lefe without oyle, and 
a man is ſo corrupted ſince fin, as that which we call life, is bur a 
long death and that which is termed health, is. but a continuall 
ſickneſſe. Nature is becomeour puniſhment, every parc of our bo- 
dy is bound by the Juſtice of God to puniſh us; 1o as not needing 
executioners for the ſatisfaction thereof, ir findes cnough in our 
ſelves to revenge ir ſelfeof us. 

The lickneſſes wherewith we arcafflited, » ariſe from the mix- 
tureof the Elements, though the ſeaſons were not unſeaſonable, 
andrhoughthe heavens ſhould have no bad influences, we ſhould 
not ceaſc to ſuffer ; our bodily temper ſutters for the irregularity of 
our ſoules, and there are ſome evilsrurned into nature; inſomuch 
as we cannot live without them ; Thirſt is as uſuall as hunger, this 
malady, though it be violent, ccaſerh nottobe naturall; choſe who 
are never troubled therewithall, paſle cicher for Angels, or for 
Monſters; Hiſtory ranks it inthe number of Prodigies ; and men 
aremore aſtoniſhed to ſec a man thae did never drink, than to ſee a 
man thar did never laugh : yet this ſo common puniſhment is ſo 
cruell, as in five or ſix days ir deſtroys the ſtrongeſt men, and 
makes the moſt couragious accept of diſhonourable conditions, Pla- 
ces whichcan defend themſelves __ force, cannot defend them- 
ſelves againſt thirſt ; and the fire which conſumes rhe earrails, is of 
more efficacy, than that which blows up walls and bulwarks, Wat- 
ching is not much leſſeun{upportabie thanthirſt, Tyrants have put 
maleftaRors to death by hy them from ſleep. Man muſt havere- 
courſe to ſleep ro refreſh him 
life in the image of death. It he negleR this remedy, he languiſh- 
cthaway, and his very ſoule which delights in motion, hath need 
of this reſt, to re-aſſume it's vigour. Burt all theſe evills are bur pa- 
ſtimes or ſports, in compariſon of theſe which are occaſioned by 
our debaucheries. The ſtone and gout are puniſhments which may 
almoſt vye with thoſe of the damned, they fieze on the moſt ſen- 
ſible parts of the body , had they nottheir intermiffions they would 
calt men intodeſpair z and to trec DEITY from ir, the _—_ 
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of the Ancients. ought to be revived 5 which permutted che mi- 
ſerable ro die. 

Allthe parts of the body hath maladies which aſſail them ; there 
is notany one which harh not ſome peculiar torments. The eye which 
is one of the leaſt, rhough not of leaſt unportancy, is ſubject ro a- 
bove an hundred ſcverall diſeaſes; the nerves which give them mo- 
tion, and through which they receive light, are as capable of ob- 
ſtruion, as thoſe by which the armes and legs arc moved, the 
ſmaller they be, thc more ſuſceptible they arc of pain, and by how 
much theparts of thebody arc the moſt noble z they ſeem tobe the 
more painfull. The leaſt hurt in the heart is morrall , and the thrance 
wherein the ſoule reſides is ſo fraile, as a very vapour iscapable to 
crack it. 1n fine, the beſt Phyſician, who knew nor that a man was 
{infull, wondred he ſhould be ſo miſerable; and conſidering his tmi- 
ſeries, conteſt he was wholly a diſcaſe. * Theſoule, which is the bo- 
dies gueſt, is alſo it's execurioner ; the ones agitations trouble the 
others humours ; great men have little health, the great defignes 
which purchaſes them. ſo much glory, leaves them bur lirtle quier. 
Violent agitations alter the conſtitutions more than the countenance, 
more men dye of anger and griefe, than by the hands of the hang- 
man ; lovers, and ambitious men are always in a Fever: the fire 


which inflames them, conſumes chem, and the Phyſician who deals 


with their body cannotcure their fickneſle, till Philoſophy which 
guides their mindes hath allaycd heir paſſions. - The foules delights 
arethe bodics puniſhments, and the ſame meditation which enligh- 
tens the underſtanding, and heatsthe will, diſorders the temper, and 
alters the conſtitution, thus the whole life of man, is nothing bur a 
vexatious fickneſle, his nobleſt operations ſerve him for puniſhments, 
and he cannot purchaſe knowledge but by the lofſe of his health. 
If the nladzes be vexatious, the remedies are not more pleaſing. 
Phylick teacherh, that the remedies which the furniſheth us withal 
are but prepared venames, ſhe cannot drive out {ickneſſes, bur b 
poiſons; and tocure thoſethar are ſick, ſhe muſt ſeek for Antidotes 
in the bowels of vipers. Sheis ſo unfortunate in her cures, as ſhe 
cannot aſlaile the diſeaſe, without hurting the party difcaſed, nor 
can the ſtrengthen.che diſcaſed party without augmencing the diſ- 
calc, Theſe rwo maximes which divide the ſchool of phyſick, arc 
are equally dangerous; for be it that you willdriveaway the diſcaſc 
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by it's contrary, or that you will cure nature by it's like, you muſt 
either weaken the ſick parry 7 whil'ſt you think ro deſtroy his dil- 
calc, orclſe increaſe the difcaſe, whil't you ſtrengthen x 6 party 
thatis ſick: ſoas the remedicsare as dangerous as diſpleaſing, and 
we hazardourliteas oft as we endeavour to recover healrh. Hence 
procceds rhe averſions which fick people have rophyſicky hencc 
proceeds the Philoſophers inveRives, againſt the fear of death, and 
the deſire of life z which oblige us to endeavour remedies, which 
are more cruell than the evills which they promiſe ro cure, 
Forrhereis the difference between nature and phyſick; the for- 
mer remedies arcpleafing, the orhers nauſeous, Viands which fari(- 
ficour hunger are ſo conformable to our remperature, as they 


'  expelltheevill wich delight, and repaires the ruine thereof withont 


in. Wine appcaſcth thirſt with ſo much contentment, as thar 
drunkards are delighted intheremedy, and wiſh ro berthirſty, thar 
they may haye the contentment of being cured; this ſort of drink 
is ſo pleaſing to them, as nor ſtaying till they have need thereof, 
they ſcck it our meetly for pleaſures ſake; and violate the laws of 
nature, which hath made 1t pleaſing onely becauſe 'ris neceſſary. 
Sicep charms our wearineſſe with ſo much of content, as though ir 
be the picture of death, no man doth abhor it: theſlothfull ground 
their felicitythereon and thoſe who do moſt defire to live, take de- 
light in dying oft and long. A man muſt befick to have anaverſion 
ot theſe remedies, and eicher our health is interefſed, or our taſte 
depraved, when mear diſpleaſeth us : * bur phyſick is ſo ſevere in 
heroperations, as ſhe never undertakes tocure us, without offending 
ſome of ourſenſes; all her remedies are torments; if ſhe reſtore us 
to health, we muſt u pain ere we comeby ir; ſhe hurts us 
toclite us, nor hath ſhe yer found the receipt how ro make her poti- 
— the {weeteſt things in her hands, become cither dead 
or bitter, ſugar and honey do diſtaſte us, when prepared by her ; 
and theisfo untormnare inall herdeſignes, as ſhe weakens her reme- 

gigs when ſherhinksto make them appear pleaſing. 
''; Chyrurgerie, which follows her as we Tandmard out-bids her 
Miſrefſe for cruelty ; Tyrams are nor ſo cruel] as, her officers , ſhe 
bath more inſtruments to aftli rhe fick withall,than hang-men have 
tocormem mheguilty: * all her cures are effefed by fire andiron 
the widens wounds to cloſe them, m_-_ curs off ſome =—_ 7 
c 2 ave 
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| jeQtsrodeſpairz they were ſurprized when gra 


fave the reſt of the body, ſhedraws the ſtone out of the bladder, 
with ſuch corture, as ſeems to equall chat of the damned; and ſhe is 
either ſo crucll, or. ſo unfortunate, as ſhe cannot make men whole, 
without making them Martyrs , a life accompanied wich ſo much 
pain, cannot be very pleaſing; health ſo dearly bought, cannot. be 
much delightfull; and a man mult be ſtupid, if he do not equally 
apprehend the malady,and the cure. © We {eenothing inthe world 
which ought not ro cauſc horrourin us. The ſimples 1n our gardens 
call to minde our ſickneſſes, the faireſt of our lowers teach us that 
wecitherare ſick, or may be; thoſedrugs which wefetch from che 
furcheſt 7ndics, arc proofes of our infitmities, our Anceſtors world 
will not ſuffice to cure us, we muſt ſeek for a new world tofind new 
remedies in; and if the deſire of glory make the ambitious paſſe 
over, unknown ſeas; the deſires of health make the ſick diſcover 
forreign Countries. Who will not confeſſe that man is clears 


finfull, ſincethere is no part of his body which is not threatned wir 


ſundry.maladies ; and who will nor confeſſe that heis very untor- 
eunate, ſinceall his remedies are puruſhments, and that he cannor 
buy his health, bur by the loſle of pleaſure. 

'Tis true, that if we more yalue Gods glory, thenour own inter- 
eſt, we ſhall finde contentment in our pain, for his juſtice is ſatisfied 
by our ſickneſle, his powerappears in our.infirmities, and his metrcies 
arc ſeen in our recoveries, Heinyents evills co puniſh the guilty, © he 
imployes our ſickneſle to expiate our ſins, he makes as good uſe of a 
feverasof deathro convert us, & hebeats dowathe pride of Monarchs 
with puniſhments, which taking their name from their weakneſle, 
are called infirmitics. His power was admired in Egyps, when he 
made uſe of little flies to overcome Pharaohs obſtinacy , men were 


aſtoniſhed to ſee theſe ſmall animalls ſer upon the ſouldiers of this * 


great Prince, that they wounded them deeply with weak weapons, 
and that by their little Trunks (more powerfull in the hand of 
God,than thoſe of Elephants) they brought all that Monarches ſub- 
ley | s made up a 
budy of an Army in his Stare; when they.ſpread themſelves overall 
his Provinces, when they laid all his grounds waſte, cat up the cares 
of corn, and left a tearfull ſolitarineſſe, whichthreatned the whole 


7 ag with an univerſall Famine. Men wondred whenthe 
torſaking their mariſh grounds, encred Towns, -and houſes, br 


through 
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through the Corps du-Guards, threw themſeives into Pharaohs Pa- 
Lace, and paſſing evento his private Cloſet, whereunto he had with- 
drawn himſelf}, did in'their croking voice upbraid unto him his 
pride and infidelity. But this fo __—_ miracle comes ſhort of 
that which Divine Juſtice ſhews in the fickneſſes ot the earthly 
Monarches, graſhoppers are not ſo dreadfull in his hands, as are 
feversand contagious diſcaſes ; and if he appeared adorable when 
he revenged himſelf upon his enemies by flyes and frogs, he is no 
leſſe the fame when he ſtings the nerves by the Gout ; When bya 
grain of ſand he ſtops the uriraries; or, when by a vapour which 
aſſailes the brains he purs' a period ro the defignes of the greateſt 
Princes of the world. Graſhoppers are the works 'of his hands, 
he imploys the beaurifulleſt of all conſtellations to form them, 
and he gives them meadows towalk'in , and diſport themſelves, 
bur ſickneffes are the daughters of fin, and morhers of death. 
Being the ſpring of R 10n , they ought not render obedience 
to God, and not being the workmanſhip of his Power , they 

hr nor to ſerve his juſtice, 'yer' he imployes them to puniſhthe 
Rebels of his Kingdom , he uſerh them as State Policies, and nor 
making uſe ef fire or water , he commands the Fever or the , 
Goure, to ſer upon Princes in their Pallaces, ro mow down prefien: Dew 
their Subjeas, and torurn the moſt populous Towns, intodread- {ts peccere 
full deſarts z iF theſe fairhfull Officers doe ſometime ferve his Ju- x »hesooppl 
ſticez —_— alſo ſometimes 4 ſerviceable ro his mercy , for fick- porinepeccenc, 
neſſes do loſen us from the earth, they bereave us of the uſe of #4 *impe 
pleaſure, and raking from us the of doing ill, they make Uacary ol 
us forgo the deſirerhereof, they c _ love webearunto our ten,quonreme: 
body intoa holy averſion, they ruin fin whereof they are the of 74 incelwme: 


feQs, and rendring obedience to Gods defigns, they cure the man, nem, Hugo lib, 
by hurting the Malef ny teal; 
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The ſixth Diſcourſe. 


That the bodies heauty u become periſhable 
apd og F mm! yall P 


Man muſt be blinde if he value not beauty , her advantages 
A areſo viſible, as ſhe is ſure to have the berter if ber judges 
. A have eycs, Beauty is che firſt perfection which 15 feeninan 

one, and which ſteals away the heart of the beholders. Shedoth pl 
powerfull foreſtall the underſtanding, as we cannot -harbour an ill 
opinion of a handſome perſonage; and lince weare perſwaded that 
the works of Nature ace perfect, weare aptto belecve;thar ſhe harh 

© Pulgor baai- incloſed a fair Soul ina handſome body. < Tis therefore thar the 
eats pulcbrits- PI atonicks terme beauty the luſter of Goodneſſe, and will have her 
<9, =P | tobethe viſible I ge of an x. fection ; the hath ſuch 

wer over humane }. ent,as ortunecannot be expe 

het there is ho ie —te, Angels finde their ena 

in bcholding the beauty of God. Devils think themſclves: onely 
unforcunare for havingloſ the hopeof cnjoying it , ——_— it 

berthe cauſe of their, torments, yet is the objec of their detes. 

Thig perfection raviſheth the will {o readily, 45 the fight of her is 


ſafficzent ro gzake her be beloved, ſhe oft-tunes < harred in- 
' f Formaſss ct;i- £01love, and ro makeher power , the delights ro make her 
an berbarice FEnemics her Lovers. We have heard of a daughter that fell in tove 


& ad emabilers With him that murthered her Father: the handſome 
«/ſeftam inma- Of this Prince blotted all hatred pur of ber hearr, and 
9 0c alas man- 
ſueſcit.Pmal Jo- 
Viks hiſt. lib. 5. 


rement 


beauty 


which appeared in his countenance forced her to. Jove' him, whom 
by natureand reaſon ſhe was bound to hate.* Barbarians bear reſpe& 
unto her, fair perſonages paſsamongſt them as deities,and the lovers 


of beauty were the firſt Likai 

The command which ſhe exerciſerh over men is ſo powerfull, 
and fo plealing, as they are pleaſed with the loſle of their liberty, 
and contrary to the humour of ſlaves, they love their Irons, and 
cheriſh their priſons: could Kings uſethis arr tro make themſelues be 
obeyed, they thould never know what reyolts were, and all thcir 
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ſubjeQs being their well-wiſhers, they would be abſolure withour vi- 
olence, rich without inpoſts,and ſafe wrhour Citadels, Thus when 
the Sonneof God would reign amongſt men, he-wonne rheir hearts 
rather by his comlinetſe-then by his power, and he uſed clemency 
oftner 5 then juſtice ro-txduce his Enemics/1@ their dury,. confe- g Specie cud & 
cratcd beauty in his qr yo our Natiire upon him; 4% 


tu4 intende,j 


though he aſſumed the pain of fing he would nor affume the ugli- jropereprocede 


neſſe thereof, and as there was no tgnorance in his foul, ſo was there & :egne,Plal 


no deformiry.in bis body. Therewas bur one Hereriquewho miſ-in- 4+ 

t em ata Prophet that Jetos' Chriſt was , ,, CES 
pw oc a, bur tradizzon.uphcld by | n,teacherh us that he- was dem CE 
beautifull without arr,that che Holy Ghoſt who formed his body Chriſti caruen, 
in the Virgins womb would haveir adormed with comlineſſe, i and [2 gs _ 
that nothingmight be wanting to his workmanſhip, he exceeded yore Tow 
men in this advantage, as wellas inall others. His very Typesinrhe 4 carnc Chri- 
old teſtament were all comely.:S9/omon and Devid, the one of *: 


which repreſented his victories, the other his Triumphs, were both 


- of them famous fof their beauty , Nature ſeemed as if ſhe would 


picture forth in them the Mcfhas, co farisficthe juſt deſires of thoſe ; Specioſus for 
who could not ſee him. The Angels took upon them his viſage = pre flue 
when they treated with the Prophets ; whileſt they ſpoke in his nn, Mal. 
name they would appeare in his form , Abraham ſaw him in that i Daviderar 
Glory, whercin heappeared on Mount Faber, and numbred this yi- 7%f1 & vaide 
ſion amongſt the chicfeſt favours he had received from Heaven, ?***">" Nev: 
Facob had the honour to ſec him in the perſon of that Angell which 
wreſtled with him, before the break of day ; * the three Children: 
which were thrown into the fiery furnace, ſaw him amidſt the 
ftames, his preſence freed them from tear, they found paradiſe in 
thepicture of Hell, and that Angell which bore the viſage of Jeſus - 
Chriſt, broke their Irons in picces, prefervedrheir veſtures, and pu- 
niſhed their Enemies, In fine, Jeſus Chriſt loſt not his lovelinefle 
till heloſt bis life, the Luſter of: his countenance was not effaced, 
till by buffetting, his facegrew nor pale, till by ſtripes, and he loft 
nor char Majeſty which infuſed reſped& into his. Enemies, till the 
bloud which diftild from his wounds had made him an obje of. 
compaſſion and horrour. 

In fine,beauty is ſo amiabte, as her enemy is odious; all the Mon- 
ſters whereby the world receives diſhonour, axe compoſed of ngli- 


neſle:. 
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neſle: ' Tis ah effe& of ſin, which corrupts the workmanſhip of God, 
2,a'ti ſpecies had there been no ! finner, there had been no deformed Creature- 
iy —_ Grace and beauty were inſeparable in the eſtate of originall righte- 
04  ouſnefſe, Nothing was ſeen in the Terreſtiall paradiſe which offen- 
dedthe cics ; all things were pleaſing there, becauſe all things there 
were innocent. There was nodeformity knownin the world cill af- 
rer {in ,11-favouredneſſe is the daughterand the picture of (in, and 

'tis a piece of injuſtice to hare the copy, and to love the originall. 
Albcit theſe reaſonsoblige us to reverence beauty where accom- 
panicd with Innocency, yet have we as much and as juſt cauſe to 
tear her, ſince ſhe is mingled with impurity, For fin hath lefr no- 
thingin nature uncorrupred , this Monſter is pleaſed in ſetting up- 
on the: moſt Glorious works of nature, and knowing that their 
chicteſt ornament lay in their beauty , bath ickr out her more per- 
ticularly co diſcharge it's =P upon, There are none of nature 
works now, which have not ſome notable defaults. Did nor love 
make men blind he could never makethem in love; did he nor hide 
from them their imperfeftions whom they love, he ſhould nor ſee 
{o many {ouldiers _—_ under his colours, and had he not taught 
women the ſecret how to imbelliſh themſclves, Impurity would 
have long ſince been baniſht from off the earth. The famouſeſt beau- 
tics have theirblemiſhes, thoſe whoare not blind obſerve their de- 
fes, had Helenof Greecelivedintheſe our dayes, the Poet who pur 
ſuch an eſteem upon her, would be found to be a lyer and a blind 
man, but ſay that Nature ſhould make a Maſter-piece indeed, and 
that Paridores fable, ſhould prove a true ſtory, her beauty would 
notwithſtanding be contemprible, fince ſhe could nor grow old and 
tp M0 keep ir, this advantage is fo frail, as it cannot long continue, it is ſo 
nature, ſed ozy- TOON gONc, As it rather ſeems a dream then atruth ; let women take 
lorun jeans What care they pleaſe to preſerve it, it will vaniſh from of their fa- 
rt augyd wal ccs,and when they ſhall ſee themſelves ina glaſſe, they will have 
lb.3.de confol» Much ado to perl wadethemſelves thar ever they were” handſome. 
n Momentor4- All accidents have fome power over beauty, Time is as well her 
cn Fas 2-4 murtherer, as her producer, ir effacerh all her glory, rarniſheth her 
ſum -orpors Tolcsand Lillies, and doth ſoalter che Godlieſt workmanſhip of na- 
ſpoliumabſtulit, ture, as it maketh horrourand compaſſion ariſe in the ſame hearts, 
res eſt forma f®- yyhichit had ſtruck with love and envy.® *'Tis not death bn old age 


gax, Scnec, in 


Hypobr. which eriumphs over this perfeRion in women: it they grow old 
| they 
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theyare ſure to grow vgly,"the prolongation of their lite diminif}1- 
eththeir beauty, and they cannor live on. bur they mult ſee that 
1 


die which they loved dearer than their lives: In the ſtate of 'in- 
nocency, 01d age would not have injured beauty, the food which 
repaired nature, maintained the good liking thereof, men lived 
long, and grew not old: as death did not put a period to life, nei- 
ther did oldage weakenir, the body was as ſtrong at a hundred 
year old, as at torty. Beauty was then ſomwhat durable, time bore 
rc{pect to this quality, and divine Juſtice which found no faulcs to 
puniſh,did nor puniſh women with the fear of old age,or hard-favou- 
redneſſe; But now this tear is part of their puniſhment, they arc 
compelled to with to die young, it they will not d eugly; and 
thus divided in their apprchenſ1ons, they deſire to bee , yer fear 
rogrow old. | 

o Time 1s not beautics onely enemy, the injuries which accom- 
pany it wage war a ainſt her , and all the evils which we ſuffer 
through ſin, aflaile this fraile perte&tion. The mil-dew cauſcth de- 
fluxions which are prezudiciall to her, the unſeaſonableneſſe of 
ſeaſons are averſe unto her , cold chils her, and keeping back the 
bloud defaceth the vivacity of her complexion, heat doth ſun- 


burn her, and that conſtellation which makes lillies white, darkens 


the countenances of women. Sickneſles do not ſo ſoon alter the 
temper, as they dothe tincture, and che out-rages whichthey com- 
mit upon the welfare, or good liking of the body, are harder to be 
repaired, tian thoſe which they commir upon the conſticution , 
whole mouthes are required to their reparation , after r the fever 
hath left them; the colour in the check is not ſo ſoon re-gained as 
health. And women as if they did prefer plcaſure before profir, 
are ſorry to {ee themſelves ſooner well, than fair, nothing can con- 
ſolate them for the loſleof a thing held ſo precious, but the know- 
ledge thatit was natures pleaſure it ſhould not be permanene. For 
her rareſt workmanſhips are of leaſt durance, there is no beauty 
conſtant ſavethar of the ſtars, and yetthey may complain, that the 

cloudes darken them by night, and the ſun by 5 ca | 
Therain-bow is the moſt beautifull of all Meteors, it ſhames the 
Art of painting, be it cither for luſtre, or for rhe mixture of co- 
lours ; 1t's figure is ſo perfect, as the compaſſe cannot imitateir, 
the greatneſle thereof is lo vaſt, as it no halfe the world ; 
the 
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the waters whereof jt is compoſed nouriſh hope in the husband- 
man, it cauſerh fruitfulneſſe in fields, and warns men to ſhun the 
ſtorms which it threatens. 'Tis a pledge of the peace which heaven 
hath made with earth; and though it preſage rain to men in gene- 
rall, yer doth ir aſſure the faithtull, chat rhe world ſhall never be 
drowned again ; yet ſo rare a marvaile laſts but a few moments. 
One and the ſame hour ſees the beginning and the end thereot ; 
& the Sun ſeems to have made it,only to pleaſe itſelte inthe un-ma- 
q Langwſewnt king thereof, 4 The role amongſt flowers is like the rain-bow a- 
1,00 mongſt Meteors, her vermillion out-vies all the beauty of the 
pic: deficiure World, Her odour, naturally as it is, diſputes for precedency with 
_ folgor the moſt pleaſing perfumes that Art can compoſe; the placing of 
diar roſrs.Senec herleaves, puts painters, wno would [mirate her, rotheir wits ends; 
in Hypolit. yet too boot that ſhe is environed with prickles, and that ſhe tcems 
| to ſhare more in the curſe of the earth, than other flowers, her life 
laſts but for a few days ; the Sun which gave her life, gives her 
death, and that fire which enlivens her purple, is excinguithed, as 
foon as lighted. Neither is the beauty of women of long durance, 
| that luſtre which bewitcherh*men is loſt in a fey years, and they 
are unjuſt in wiſhing that men ſhould be conſtantintheir love, ſince 

the object which cives it birth 1s ſo ſubject to alteration. 
- Burchis fault in beauty avere exculable, tince it cures the malady 
which it cauſed, wereit not accompanied with another which can 
fend admir of no excuſe, neither deſerves any pardon. ” For beauty is 
atque pudicitie, Þecomean enemy tochaſtity ; and ſince the ſoule and body are at 
ſuvenal, ods, thcle two quihties have muchadoe to agree. Fair women arc 
ſeldome chaſte , nature, ft1nce corrupted, is turned hypoctite , beau- 
ry isno longer a mark of goodneſle ; ſhe torgoes the ſoule as ſoon 
as (ie appears upon the body , and as it perfection were no longer 
- ,.,, tobe found upon earth; a woman ccaleth oft-times to be chalte, 

Nam teacee; | = . | , R 

itequod ores When the begins to belovely. © Thar Father in 0vid did wirneſſe this 
eſſe vecat, v870- yery well, who being defired by his daughter, that he would give 
js Ee F "> hertkeave to conſecrate her virginity to Drama, reply'd, that her beau- 
Ovid, M tam, Ty o3in-laid her defigne, that ſhe was too fair to be chaſte, and that 
I'b,t, though (he ſhould have reſolution enough to keep her vow, ſhe had 
too many lovers to preſerve herchaſtity: 'ris very hard for a wo- 
man who delights in caultng love in others, not to ſhare therein her 
ſciſe; and that a woman of an excellent beauty ſhould be ice, ſince 
"- the 
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the gives fire toſo many flames z, ſhe cannot reſolve to hateall thofe 
thatlove her, ſhe cannot be perſwaded, that thoſe who honour hel 
ſhould undoe her; what adviſe ſoever her directour gives her, the 
cannot bclieve thatthoſe whoare herflaves, ſhould be herenemies; 
nor that thoſe that praiſe her beauty, would wound ter honour. She 
thinks that beauty of no power, which hath no Martyrs, the be- 
lieves the cannot judge of her own charmes, but by her ſervants 
ſighes ; that ſhe is ignorant of herown conqueſts, it ſhe learn them 
not from their mourhes z and that there is yer ſomwhar wanting 
to her Triumph, if thoſe who have experience of hercruelty, do 
not implore her mercy : Flattered by theſe falſe perſwafions, ſhe 
cxpoſcth her ſelfe to danger, and out of hope of obtaining new 
victories, ſhe engageth her ſelte in freſh combates; if the be not 
ſeduced by vanity, ſhe is miſled by pitty ; and believes that thoſe - 
who behave themſelves ſo handiomly in their complaints, ſuffer 
reall pains, compaſſhon makes her throw open the doores to love, 
and under preteace of caſing anothers malady, ſhe forgets her du- 


ty, and betrayesher honour. 


If the preſerves her chaſtity amidit ſo many rocks, which threa- 


ten her ſhipwrack, * ſhe runs great hazard of looſing her humility ; 
her lovers Panegyricks make herthink better of her ſelfe, and thoſe 
praiſes which men rob God of to give ler, perſwade her that ſhe 
is ſomwhar of divine. Thoſe who cannot corrupt herby their idle 
diſcourſe, ſeduce her by their adorations ; nor being able ro make 
her unchaſte, they make her proud ; not being able to bereave her 
of her chaſtiry, they take trom her her modeſty , and bring her 
intoaſad condition, wherein pride is asit were neceſſary to her for 
defence of her honeſty. She likes not of common homage, the 
thinks her ſelfe injured if men uſe not blaſphemy to heighten her 
beauty; and nnlefle upon cold bloud men ſay what enamour'd Poets 
uſeto doin raptures, ſhe thinks her ſelfe ſlighred; her lovers ex- 
travagancies, are her Panegyricks , ſhe thinks nor thatthey love, 
unicflethey loſe their reaſon; nor doth ſhe judgetheir paſſion to 
be cxtream, unlefle they commit a thouſand follies, She judges of 
her power by her injuſtice, it the doth not engage thoſe who ſerve 
her in hard and ridiculous enterpriſes, ſhe doubts of their tidelity; 
and becauſe love isa kind of ans 199" (he will have all hcrloversto 


be cither mad, or out of their wits. 'Tis not enough fora man : 
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Of the Corruption of 


a Amor fo-me £0 loſe his liberty in her ſervice * unleſſe he loſe his judgmentalſo, 


ration@oblivie. gre cructl then Tyrants, and more abſolute then Kings, ſhe will 
2999 0.1 have her faves tobe her Martyrs, that they kifſe heir ferters, love 
| cheir ſufferings, and liſten with reſpe& tortheir doom of death, Thus 
Pride ſprings trom beauty, fair women grow proud, and their in- 
ſolence grows to that height, as to raviſhmen from God , to com- 
mit that execrable attempt on earth, which Lacrfer did in Heaven, 

and ro make all creatures adore rhem. : 
The firſt Chriſtian women, who very well knew the misfortune 
which accompanied this advantage, did gallantly deſpiſe it, they 
wereaſhamed to be handſome, they negle&ted what our women 


[ ſo much value, they thought it a fault, co heighten a pertection, 


which producerth lewd deſires ; the pureſt amongſt them wiſht thar 
old age might tree them of this domeſtick enemy, the moſt zealous 


did ſet upon it-in the lower of their youth,and revenged themſelves 


upon their own countenances, tor the unchaſt rhoughts which the 
without deſignhad cauſed: rhey never appeared in publick unvailed, 


| « Tam ſang; they * ſentenced themſelves nor to fce, that they might nor be 


k vie ſuffunti ſeen, very well knowing that theſe two faults proceed from the 
Cm] ſame principle. They would not caule love for fear of receiving it; 
fanfte virgins they were {o {crupnlous, as they thought their chaſtity blemiſht by 
_— viſa  menseyes ; thatas fruits loſe their verdure if once toucht, a woman 
—" | loſt herchaſtity ifonce ſeen; and that ſince adultery begins by the 


lidibinis velle eyes, ight was as much to be thun'd as rouching they remembred, 
vderi & 24416+ that their beauty was Cauſe of ſcandall in Heaven, and interpreting 
Sinibus velang, CE SCTIPLUre according tothe letter, they feared to cauſe love in 
men, lince they imagined cheir mothers had donethe like in Angels. 
In» fine, thele chalt women > ſufficiently witnes by their negli- 
tis , byſino ſan- ENCE, how muchthey underyalued their beauty, for ſackcloth-was 


y Vejlite v85S 


| diratis,pxrpure their habit,aſhes the powder with which they perfumed their heads; 


fudicitie. Tali- : f* , Ay 
regs remcighs f the white of innocency, and red of ſhamefac'tneſſe, was the paint 


per babebuis EMC uſed, modeſty did give life toall their ations; and thus ador- 
amatorem.Ter- ned they had [cſus Chriſt for their lover. - 


tal. de culu » » | R 
CO | It theexampleofcheſe famous women cannot reform the diſor- 


|| der of tholc ot om age, yer oughtthey at leaſt tothink, thatbeauty is 
[ noleſſc dangerous to thote that polſeſſe it, than tothoſe that cover 
| it, that it is expoſed to temptations, and environed with ſcandals, 
that if it be nor the cauſe of f1n, it is the occaſion thereof, and thar if 
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it do not form bad defires, it isat leaſt unfortunate incaufing them- 
This effect is ſo ordinary tro beauty, as che Fathers of the Church 
make * the contrary pais fora nuracle, for if the comlineſſe of the 
Virgine Mary'infuſed good thoughts, it her countenance inſpired 
chaſt deſires, and if her eycs the tears whereof did propagate our 
ſouls health, did raife mens ſoulsto God, r'was rather an effe& of 
Gracethenof Narure,and as her Innocency was apriviledge where- 
with the heavens would honour her purity, theſenſe of piery which 
ſhe inſpired intomens hearts, was a favour wherewith they would 
advantage her beauty. Other ſaints did not deſerve ro obtein fo 
much, though nothing was ſo precious to them as their chaſtity, 
they perceived nevertheleſs, that their countenances cauſed ſome- 
times unchaſt rhoughts, that flames iſhued from their eyes, which 
againſt their wils ſer mens hearts on fire, and that though their bo- 
dies were conſecrated to Jeſus Chriſt, yer did they not ceaſe to be 
pleaſing in the eyesof his enemies. Thereforedid they revenge the 
faults of others upon themſelves, they ſentenced their mouth to 
moanes, their eyes to tears, and their heart to ſighs, * they did pe- 
nance fora fin whichthey never commitrred; and to the end that 
Gods juſtice might be ſatisfied rhey puniſhed the innocent for the 
guilty, ſome of them were ſo generous, as they pul'd ourttheir own 
cycs not being able to reſolve to keep one parr of their body, which 
withour:their conſent had been cauſe of unchaſtiry. 

If the beauty of unpollutced ſouls be ſo dangerous, we muſt not 
wonder, it thelike in loſt women be ſo pernitious,and that the Devil 
makes uſe thereof to corrupt the mightieſt men. For women isa fa- 
tall Inſtrument inthe Devils hands, he is never more to be feared 
then when afliſted by this farall ſecond, If he undid Adam by Eves 
cunning, if he madeſo many wounds withone blow, and if by one 
ſingle combar he got ſo many victories, 'twas becauſe our firſt mo- 
ther held Intelligence with him, ifhe cannot tire out Fob's 6 patience 
by the loſſeof his goods, and his children, he hath recourſe to his 
wife, (peaking through her mouth, he endevours ro make him del- 
pair, and to per{ſwade him under pretenceof compaiſion, to end his 
unhappy lifeby an honourable death, but of all women the hand- 
ſomeſt are propereſt for his defigns: and when a ſingular beauty 
ſerves him for Organ, or Interpreter, he is almoſt ſure ro over- 
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comethoſe he aſſails. By Dalila"scharms he triumphed over Samp- 
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222 Of the Corruption of 
1 $afon ve. [0x5 *Rirengeh by the allurements of Bathſheba he engaged David in 


lidu & forts adultery, and in murther : by the idle diſcourſe of a handſome 


nay ge ſtranger, he perl[waded the wiſcſt of all Kings, to offer up incenle 


{nan (afxcare tO the workmanſhip of his hands; he rob'd him of his wiſdome by 


won p2.-:t,vin- depriving him of his continenCy, and to execute ſo great a deſigne, 
<a/a ſolvit bo- 116 onely uſed the countenance of a Pagan Princeſle. 

num But henevcr appeared more powerfull then when he fer upon 
nezwcupidita- the whole Army of thc Iſraelites, and when in a moment he made 
ne Io ” it unchaſte, andidolatrous. This wicked ſpiric, had to no purpoſe 
{ed unins iſe armed the Midianites againſt rhe Fews , all their cadeavours proved 
mulicris ac vain, though their numbers were greater, and their ſouldiers better 
_— warriours, they were ever eitherrepulſt or beaten; the very names of 
virtutis amiſie. Iſraelites wan bartells, the glittering of their Arms routed their 
Ambo{.lb.z. enemies,and the Elements anticipating the valour of theſe Conque- 
Davis  rours, did moſt commonly begin the bartell, So many bad tuc- 
ceſlcs made the Devill have recourſe to his old tricks. He com- 
manded his partners by the mouth ofa fairhleſs Propher,ro ſer upon 
thoſe with women, whom he could not overcome by men, and to 
make ule of beauty where ſtrength was bootleſſe. Obeying this 
his counſell,they placed betore their Battalions a troop of looſe wo- 
men, whocarrying looking glaſſes, and Idols in their hands, invi- 
ted the Iſraelites atone and the ſame time, to loſe their conti- 
nence, and to forgoe their religion. This wile was of fo great pow- 
cr, thatthe Army in whoſe favour the heavens had done fo many 
miracles, doth adore theſe woinen, and their idols; they forget 
their duty, to obey their love, and renounce their faith to farisfie 
their luſt. _ 

He (till uſcth the ſamecunning, he corrupts Chriſtians, as he did 
the 1ſraelztes, and the beauty of women is the ſmalleſt remprati- 
on, wherewith he aſtonitht rhe courage of men. A handſome wo - 
man isthe Courts plague after ſhe hath once reſolved ro bereave 
hearts, and to have ſervants, ſhe purchaſeth as many ſubjects to 
the deviil, as the deprives Chriſt Jelus off, Afrer once ſhe hath re- 
folved co hazard the reputation of an honeſt woman, to purchaſe 
the name of a (tarely dame; fheturnesto bea falſe Dietyro which 
all unchaſte people offer incenſe, an Idoll, which makes more I- 
dolatours, than impicty makes Libertines; a contagion which be- 
ing takeninby allthe ſenies, lweeps away more men than the plague 
- doth, 
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burns all chat it roucherth, a Monſter, * which being the more dange- 
rous by how much the more pleaſing, ſcatters abroad im urity 
whereſoeverirt paſſeth, and which commir murthers, and adulrerics 
byall chepares of it's body. Her looks undo men, -the lames which 
proceed from her eyes reduce fotiles to aſhes, her words bewitch 
choſe thar hear them, ſheinthrals the heart by the ears, and whoſo- 
ever doth nor uſe 1{iyſſes his harmles cunning indangers the loſſe of 
liberty, Her hair is a net wherein Lyons _- bl { are taken, her 
ſtrength like that of Sampſon, lies in her weaknefſe, the imployes 
onely theſe weak arms toovercome the couragious, and makes uſe 
onely of theſe ſmallthreads ro ſtop the courſe of the moſt uncon- 
(tant. Thelillies when on her face, loſe their urity,and the inno- 
cent roſe becomes guilty upon her cheeks: - as the ſpider makes 
her poyſon of the beſt things, the compoſeth the venome where- 
with ſhe infects ſouls, of the taireſt lowers. Modeſty and Majeſi y, 
which elſe where defend vertue, do corrupt jt in the perſon of a 
handſome woman ; and theſe two advantages which makes her 
beauty the more powerfull make it alſo the more da ngcrous ; her 
very gateisnor without affetarionand faulr, her ſtudied ſteps have 
a certain _— whichis farall ro thoſe that behold them ; 
each pace ſteals a heart from ſome of her ſervants, and doing no- 
thing without deſign, ſhe cither wounds or kils thoſe indiſcreer ones 
which approach her. 

In fine,beauty is ſo pernicious,as God himſelf who extras Grace 
from fin, makes uſe thereof onely to puniſh his Enemies, it is more 
dreadfull in his hands then thunder, and he hath tance more venge- 
anceby womens allurements, then by the arms of ſouldiers. He ru- 
in'd Hamans fortunes by Heſters countenance, the gracetull demea- 
nor which he indued her withall, made Ahaſuerws condemn his 
Favorite, and the death of this infolent enemy of the Fews is not ſo 
much an effe& of Mordecars wifedom, as of his Nieces beauty. God 
choſe out a widow to lay Holofernes, he obteined two victorics 0- 
verthis Conqueror by the means of one _ woman ; he took 
his heart from him by her eyes, and his head by her hands , he 
made firſt uſe of her beauty, then of her courage, and would have 
the Aſſyrians defeat to begin by love and end by murther. Thus are 
handſome women the Miciſters of Gods fury, he imploys Ho 

an 
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224. Of the Corruption of 
and Zudetbs as ſouldiers to revenge his quarrels, and beauty which 
cauſcch impurity doth oft-times puniſhit. 

We ſeeno faults in the creature from whence God araws not 
ſome advantage our weakneſle is the cauſe of our penitency, if we 
cannot alter, we cannot repent zand if we had the conſtancy of An- 

els, we might havethe opiniatricy of Devils. Our offences ſervero 

umble us, and the proudeſt fpirics cannot think upon their fins 
without confuſion. Concupilcence, which is one of the originals of 
our diſordets is one of the foundations of Grace: Adams fin faſtens 
us to Jeſus Chriſt, and the miſeries which we ſuffer under, make us 
have recourle to divine Mercy .< But beauty ſeems onely proper to 
ſeduce ſinners ; if ſhe be nor ſerviceable to Gods juſtice, the 1s ſer- 
viccable ro the Devils malice; and cwuſeth Murthers, win ſhe can- 
not produce Adultcries. Of all the perfetions of man, this is the 
onely one which Jeſus Chriſt would not imploy ro ſave ſouls. He 
imployed the eloquence of Orators to pcrſwade Infidels, he made 
uſe of the doctrine of Philoſophers to convince the ignorant, he u- 
ſeth the power of Kings to reduce rebels,and he imployes the wiſe- 
dome of Politicians to govern ſtates, but he reje&s beauty, and 
judging hcrto hold Intelligence with his enemy, he never makes 
uſcrhereof, but to undo finners. The beauty of thoſe Virgins which 
were conſecrated to him converted no Infidels, the innocent allure- 
ments of the Zucia's and Agneſes were of no uſe to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of our Religion ; there modeſt countenances forbore not to 
kindle impure flames, and it their executioners were touchrt to ſee 
their conſtancy,their beauty ſer Tyrants hearts on fire. 
Gods beauty 15 then that which can onely ſecurely beloved, tis that, 
that we ought to ſtgh,, all other deſires are unjuſt, Whoſoever 
berakes himſelf rothe beauty of Creatures, revives idolatry,erect- 
ing an Altar ia his heart, he offers Sacrifice tothe chief Diety which 
he adores, wherc he himſelf is both the Prieſt, and Sacrifice. The 
beauty of thecreature ought not tobe looked upon otherwiſe then 
as that of 2 pictuce which we value, either for the perſons ſake whom 
ir rep: cicnts,or for the painters hand that drew it. He who exceeds 
thcic bounds Commits ungodlinefſe, and whodoth not clevate his 
love tothe firſt and chicfeſt beauty, of which all others are bur weak 
copies, elther ignorant orimpious. If the beauty of the firſt An- 
gel have made Apoſtates, and if the love which it occaſioned in the 
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hearts of thoſe pure ſpirits, madethem idolators what may we ex- 
pect from a beauty which being engaged in the fleſh, and in fin pro- 
duceth onely wicked deſires. Thoſe who have fallen * into this 
diſorder muſt repent themſctves with Saint Aſtin. To repair their 
outrages done to th beauty of God, by their infideliry , they mult 
aMi& themſelves for having {o late known him ? And to make a- 
mends fortheir loſle of time, and lofſe of love, they muſt labour 
rolove him with more fervencie, and to ſerve him wich more con- 


ſtancie. 
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The ſeventh Diſcourſe. 


That the life of man is ſhort and miſerable. 


Is ſtrange , yet true , 5 that man having changed his 
condition hath not changed his defires, and that he 


witheth the ſame thing in his ſtate of fin, as he did in 
his innocency. Forthat ſtrong paſhon which he had for glo- 
ry , is but the remainder of that juſt defire which he had to 
command over all creatures ; his indeavouring to enlarge the bouhds 
of his Empire tends onely to recover what he poſleſſed before his 
revolt; the pleaſure which he ſeeks after in all his paſtimes, is 
grounded upon the remembrance of his former felicity. Thole ri- 
ches which he :ccumulates with fo much labour, and preſerves with 
{ſo much care, witneſle his ſorrow for being fallen from his aboun- 
dance, and theextream deſire which he hathto prolong his life, js a 
teſtimony that heas yet aſpires after immortallity. Yet hath nor life 
thoſe Charms which made it ſo amiable , the longeſt is but ſhort 
the fvceteſt but full of troubles, and the moſt aſſured uncertain and 
dovbefull. For ſince the ſoul ceaſed to be upon good rearms with 
God, the body ceaſed to correſpond tairly with the Soul, Though 
they goto the.compoſure of the lame Integrall, they cannot indure 
one another, theirlove is/mix4-with hatred ,,and theic two lovers 
have alwayes ſomewhat of brang/e- which makes them not agree, 
The.cords wherewith they are joyned togerher are ſo weakened, as 
the leaſt accident 15 ſufficient ro- break them 4 that whereot man is 
cotnpoſetmay deſtroy him z the very A—_ wiahout the which he 
12107 1 | Cannot 
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cannot live, make him die, reft and labourare equally prejudiciall ro 


bim: histemper is altered by watching and by ſleep,when cither are 
immoderate, the nouriſhment which ſuſteines him , ſuffocares him, 
and he fears abundance as much as want; his ſoul ſeemsas if ſhe were 
borrowed , ® and that ſheis onely detcined in his body by art : The 
leaſt accidents do ſever her from it ; a vapour doth ſuffocate her , 
ſhe is choaked with a little flegme, and blood, which is the ſear of 
life, is oft-time the cauſe of death, whitherſocver ſo miſerable a 
creature doth convey himſelt, the receives there new proofs of his 
weakneſle; the change of climates troubles his health, a new air 
incommodiates him, cold water hurts his ſtomake , the Stun which 
lights him, ſcorcheth him ; and whatſoever 1s cauſe of gaod unto 
him, is cauſe of Evil. | 

In the State of innocencie grace linkt the Soul to the body, 


death unſeconded by fin could nor break the chains, the elements 


durſt not aſfail him, originall rightcouſfneſſe made them obſerve re- 


ſpec, hoy appealed their differences, leſt they might trouble mans 
cemper; fire agreed with water to preſerve his health,8 there was as 


profound a peace in his perſon as in his ſtare, bur fince he fore- 


went his duty, grace abandoned his body to ſin, the elements had 
liberty given them to war one upon another, man became the ſcene 


of their combares, and after once he revolted from God, he ſaw all. 


creatures take up arms againſt him, ' ſorrow & death ſer upon him, 
he was ſentenced to live in pain, & die in ſorrow, For the ſwecteſt 
life bears it's puniſhment withir, There is no roſe which is not graf- 
red upon a thouſand thornes, and how handſome foever the chains 
be which link the ſoule and body together, they are both of them 
equally expoſedto ſuffering, 

The ſouleis more capable of ſadnefſe, than of joy ; though ſhe 
diſplay her ſelfe to receive in pleafure, yet doth the never taſte ir 
purely ; ſhe weeps amidſt her contentments, ſheexprefſeth her joy 
by {ighs, andas if ſhe were notaccuſtomed to great happineſſes, ſhe 
lcemsco ſuffer when thereceivesthem., Though ſhe ſhut the doore 


upon ſorrow, yet ſuffers ſhe her ſelfe to be eaſily fiezedon by ity 


though the reſiſt it, ſhecantiot withſtandir, * and as if nanire had 
made her more ſenſible of miſery, than of happineſle , a ſmall dif- 
pleaſure is able ro make her forget all her former contentments, 
The body is not more fortunate thanthe-ſoule, torit harhnot many 
parts which can taſt Celighr,bur it hath not any one which isnot ca- 
pable 
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pable of pain. Pleaſures do enter-ſhock, and always leave ſome of 


our ſenſes in languiſhment or necd , pains agree in their aſſailing us, 
| andthough they ſhould nor come in a crowd, one alone is ſufficient 
to make it ſelte be felt by all the parts of the body, their ſtraight 
union makes their miſchiefes common, and if the head ſuffer, the 
congue complains, the eyes weep, and the heart groanes. Thus 
the happieſt life is miſerable, and that moment paſſeth not wherein 
we arc not inforced tobewail ourinnocency, &rocondemn our fin. 
Deathcomes in tothe aid of pain, ana byan ingenious peece of 
cruelty, agrees with life toaugmear our miſeric. For though they 
appear to be enemies, they joyn inour puniſhment, and joyn with 
Gods Juſtice to revenge God, ! we liveand diedaily, the change 
which makes us ſubſiſt, is deaths taſter; rhiscruell one fiezeth on us 
by degrees; all the time we have lived is already gotten by him, 
and the years which we hope to make uſcof,are ſomany tirles which 
he producethagainſt us. As ſoonas we beginto live, we begin to die. 
Death ſhares with us.in all the moments of our life, ir takes unto it 
ſclte what is paſt, becauſe that is certain, and leaves tous only what 


| Dnotidie ma+« 
rimur, aliqua 
pars vite demi- 
tur , F tunc 
quoque cumere- 


ſcimus wita de- 


creſcit, Hunc 


is ro come, becauſc charis uncertain. So as by a ſtrange miſ-fortune, ipſum quen «- 


the increaſe of ourlife is the diminution thereof. The farther we #** 
grow from our birth, the nearer we | a to death : our purchaſes are ,,. 


meer loſſes, "and rhings are ſo diſpoſed of ſince fin, as we cannor 
countour years without cirher flattering ourſelves, or lying. 

Tis perhaps for chis reaſonthat the Hebrew, (that holy language 
which the bleſſed ſhall make uſe of in heaven) imployes but oneand 
the ſame word to exprefſe both lite and death, with the'difference of 
one only point,to teach us, that death and life, are divided onely by 
that moment which unitesthem, In effectlite is nothing bur a brittle 
chaine confiſting of three links, the paſt, rhe preſent, and the fu- 
rure ; the paſt , is no more, we retain but a weak remem- 
brance of it ; all the vows we can make will not ferch 
itbacke ; it is not void of doubt, whether Gods abſolute 
power , Which finds no reliſtance amongſt his creatures, can ga- 
thertogerher the preſent with that which is paſt, and unite rheſe 
differences of times without deſtroying their eſſence. The fucure 
time is not as yer, hope which expetts it cannor advance it, and wil- 
dom which harhan cyc unto it, cannotdiflipate the ob!curity there- 
of; it islefle at our diſpofall then the time thatis paſt, and forall the 
vain conjeRures which we may flatter our ſelves withall, we know 
Gg 2 _ 
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not whether it ſhall come to us, or we thall go to it; the preſent 
time, to {ay truth 151n our power, WEare maſters of its and iris the 
onely thing which wecan ſay we poſlefſe, tis rhe onely part of our 
lite which we are aſſured of, and who promilerh himſelt more is ei- 
ther ignorant or impious. Burt this pretent timeis but a moment, and 
this difference of time hath no parts;t1ne palt, & time ro come,com- 
prehend whole ages, bur the preſent confiſts but in an inſtant , ſo as 
deach and lite ditter only in a point, & theſe two which we judge fo 
contrary arc intertained by that moment, which doch ſeparare them. 
Though I honour chis imagination by reaton of the gallantry rther- 
of, and that reſpect w-" I bear to the Hebrew Tongue, obliege mero 
reverence it, yet methinks it doth not ſufficiently expreſlc the mile- 
ries of lite whole alliance wirh death is neerer then 1s thereby repre- 
ſented; death (ubliſts only by lite,and liteis only preſerved by death: 
they commence 6end rogether,as ſoanas a man begias to live, he be- 
g1ns to dic, nature which very well knowsthat ewo moments never 
{ubliſt rogerher, Commands death to hurry away the oneto leave to 
lite the other that enſues. As the doth wich moments and houres, ſo 
doth ſhe with thoſe years whereof the degrees of our life are com- 
poled. ” She makes our infancie dicto give life to our Boyiſh age; 
the rakes away a childe to ſubſtitute a man,and robs us of our youth, 
ro make old age lucceede, Thus it weadvancein litetis by the fa- 
vour of death , and weenjoy our laſt years by the loſſe of the for- 
mer : who w:lLnot praiſe death, ſince it makes us live, and who will 
not blame lite fince it makes us die © who will not confteſlſe, that 
fin is very crucll ftnce 1t accords theſe two enemics to our undo- 
ing * and that for our puniſhment it hath turned a happy and im- 
moitall lite, iaro aa unforcunate aad periſhable one. 

It this dilcourte be chought co be too finely ſpun, yer can itnot 
be Jenicd, that mans lite is thorcened lince his offence, andifa ſtrong 
man 1.ith madea thite ro tumblein the world a hundred years, he is 
a wonder torho!c that ſee lum, Hiſtory records his name with re- 
ſpect, poiteuity admires him, and if he paſle nor for a miracle he 


corh at Jealt tora prodigie. " Every gift of lite is ſo ſhort, as we” 
niay caltly judge weave Gividedit onely to dective our (elves. Our 


infaacy endures but {even yes; when our conguc gcts its. liberry, 


and Our unuerftancing is tormed, we enter into our Boyviſl age which 


ti | cence,and 
4s 100N as GOWN JF Pears upon a mans tace, he changerh qualitic, T his 


age - 
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age which is eſteemed the pleaſaneſt of mans life, and which l 


22 
think 


the moſt dangerous, laſts no longer than doth his Boyiſh-age , ir 
ends when yourh begins, which laſts ſomewhat longer chan the 0- 
ther partsof life which did precede it, it begins at Thirty years of 
age, and endsnot till fixty, old age ſerves it for a Sepulcher, and 
when the head is covered with ſnow, ts time to prepare tor death. 


For this age is ſhorteſt of all the reſt , if it have any hope, 


ts 11] 


grounded, and the ſickneſles wherewith ir is aſſailed , are ſo many 
{ſummons to thegrave. It man arrive at that extremity of the age 
we tearm decrepit,hc languitheth in pain,hecalls in death to his aide, 
and the ſorrows he ſuffers makes him think life redious. © Bur for 
all this che longeſt iife is bur compo!d of moments, which mulripli- 


cd by dayes and monthes produce ſome years z we divideit to 


make 


ir ſeem the longer, and per{wade our {elves that by gtving it ſeveral] 
names weadde {omewhar tro the durance thereof. We imitate the 
vanity of Princes who dividerhe carth ro aggrandiſcit ; and part it 
into provincesco ſatisfie their ambition. Mathematitians teach us, 
that thecarth compared to the heavens is but a point, they ground 
their operation upon this maxime, and that art which teachethus ro 
meaſure hours by the Sun-diall, draws hercertainty from this truth. 
Yet Princes divide this poini into kingdoms, they thinke ro exrend 
tae whole by mulciplyiag the parcs chereof, and chat they doinlarge 
the world by dividing it into Provinces , but Jet their ambi- 


tion do its utmoſt , let ir make tights by Sea and land, 


let ic 


cover the one with Houſes the other with Ships , they diſpute bur 
for a point a pundtium;and this place which they have choſen for the 
Theatre of their vain glory , and rhe Subject of their differences 1s 
b:1t an indiviſible arome. The bounders which we preſcribe ro 
kinzdoms, are as well the proofs of our weakneſle as of our pride. 
p The Alpes and Pyrencan mountains which part Frarce from Italy, 
and Spaiz,arc lines which nature hatch drawn upon the earch to dt- 
vide iz, not to aggrandile or inlarge it; the Seas witch leem ro us 
vaſt, and the Rivers which we think ſo dcep are Icfle confiderable 
in the world, then the veinesare in the bodie z and whatſoeverit be 
that feeds tize vain glory of Conquerours , it is not ſo great as the 
caſt of thoſe Stars which appear to us to be lo lictle, 9 Tt pifimires 
had as much unde: {tzzading as men, rhey would give as ſpecious 


nincs to their little caverns , ſince they have a thadow of p 
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cequall to ours, they would frame a little world, of a foot of earth, 
nt Monarchs make of the w orld , men make the like of lite. 
they diſtinguiſh theages thereof to flatter themſelves , they thinke 
to keep oft death, by extending life , and rhar they | 
way to go, when they have yet to paſſethrough their adoleſcence, 
and their old age. They conſider not, that tie longeſt life is equall 
tothe ſhorteſt, if it be compared to eternity , and that the condition 
of childrenis no better thenthar of old men, if it be compared with 
the worlds laſting. Thetime we live is almoſt nothing,and Nature 
hath lefc us but a moment to merit eternity ; we can adde nothing 
thereunto by all our canning, but asif we were more ingentous to 
work our ſelves cvil then good, we havea thouſand. ways to ſhorten 
it, and the longeſt lite becomes thort through the bad uſe, we make 
thereof. We are prodigall of time,and greedy of good : We think we 
give nothing to out friends when wegivethem whole dates,and we 
conſider not that we advance death by conſuming our time. We 
hcap upriches and ſcatter abroad * years, we are ftreight handed in 
things,the protefſion whereot is praiſe worthy,and prodigall of thoſe 
whereof rhe avarice is laudable. The time which we have lived for 
our {elves makes the leaſt part of ourlife, and when we ſhall have at- 


tcined to fixty years of age, tis found that we have loſt more then 


the half of it. If we will cut off what time we have allowed to com- 
pany keeping, what we have employed in viſits, what conſumed in 


' paſtimes,and what employed in other mens affairs, we ſhall finde the 


number of our years ro be much fewer then we account them to be. 
Nature, All whoſe examples are inſtructions, teacheth us to huſ- 


| bandourtime well : ſhe is rather prodigall then liberall of her fa- 


vours; the hath ſeed the ſtars confuſedly in the firmament , and 
rhoughthey be the moſt beautifull parts of the Univerſe, ſhe would 
not have them to own their worth for their raritie. Rivers flow pro- 
fultyely,their ſpring heads are not dried up, and though they water 
never ſo much ground they grow not dry. The earth is al wayes 
Fertile, there is no part, of it which producerh not ſomewhat , and if 
you will except rocks which ſeemsto be the bones of this great bo- 
dy, her muſcles and her veines abound in milk which nouriſheth her 
children. Bur this mother which is ſo liberall in her produQions, is 
coverous of time; ſhegives it us by meaſurero make us value it the 


more, ſheſpinsit out drop by drop; the parts thereof ſucceede one 
| another, 


have 2 great 
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another , and continue not together , the never gives us © 

moment bur ſhe takes another from us , ſhe rakes Gow us what is 

paſt when ſhe gives whar is preſent; and ſhe threatens to rake the 

preſent time from us, when ſhe promiſeth us the furure. OF all the « $;mut adtem. 
liberalities which ſhe hath uſed ſince the beginning of the world ſhe Por 'afturam 
was never profuſe of time, and * this her avarice teacheth us rhar = #.010- 
time is the moſt prerious of all her gifcs, Ler us learn of ſo wiſe 2 ——-cc dip 
Miſtreſſe to Husband our years, ter us by our wiſdom prolong our Ynefa evwritia 
life, and let us not part with ſo much time forour ſports, and our af. ©7152 4+ 
fairs, but that we reſerve the greateſt partthereof for our well-fare, YE © 
Thus thall we have no occafiontocomplain of the ſhortneſſe of our 

life, nd though it be compoſed but of moments, we thall finde, thar 

if well employd *cwill ſufhce ropurchaſe eternity. 


The eighth Diſcourſe. 
That death is the puniſhment of ſn. 


Fall the pains which fin hath procured us, death is the moſt 
oz and the moſt common ; all others have their reme- 
dies, and felf-love teacherh us how to ſhunthem ; we by 
our induſtry and labour overcome the earths ſterility, We fence 
our ſelves from the ſhame of our nakednefle by the means of our 
clothes; we ſave our ſelves from the injury of the aire, and unſea- 
ſonabfeneſſe of weather by the commodiouſneſle of buildings ; 
phyfick furniſheth us with remedies againſt ſicknefſe, and reformerh 
our temper by the government which ir preſcribes us; Arrs are in- 
vented onely to free us from the miſeries of life, and the greateſt 
part of Artificers labour onely to fence men from the punithmenr 
of fin. Burt death is a puniſhment as rigorous, as inevitable, hu- 
mane wit hath nor yer bcen ableto free man from ir. All her care 
cannot make a man live a hundred years ; our firſt fathers lived 
longer, and the heavens which would people the earth by their 
means, protonged their life to allow chem leiſure forir : bur they 
died after fome hundred years, and the oldeſt amongſt them could 
nNarrain to athoufand years. | 
The rizour of this puniſhment doth equall it's neceffity, for 


death is deafe ro pitry, tears cannot appeale ir, and wharfocver 
cauſerh 


[ak 
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cauſech either reſpec or pirty in us, cannot ſtay the fury thereof, 
It enters Princes Palaces, * as wellas ſhepheards cotrages ; it knaps 
in rwothe Sceptersof Kings with as muchinſolency asthe thepherds 
crook, it keeps no other law than what is preſcribed unto it by di- 
vinc Juſtice; it ſiezeth on the ſon before the father, the daughter 
before the mother; ſers upon Intants in the cradle, or Monarchs 
5 in their Thrones, and on Judges on their Tribunalls. There 1s no 
. — ſanctuary againit ic's fury, and thoſe who can pardon the condem- 
1rereverny ned Cannot obtain the like favour from death. There are many 
divitizs,zo| prodivics in the world whereat we wonder, and there 1s nothing 
T1 ſo itzance, whereof there harh not been ſome example which fa- 
rati denique | Cilitates our beliote + tlicre be ſome whole intire Provinces where 
pareien'f7491 the Invabitants ir clo happily, as that they are nevet troubled with 
_— —T fickneile , there are forac ib aulpicioas Climates, as that in them 
ls | the plague doth never mowy down men, where the ground 1s not 
mſrby. Bern made fterill thioveh taminc; and whereas thunder never falls 
———_ upon the guilty head: France .cannot nourtth Monſters , nor 
arc her houlcs at any time thaken wich earthquakes, Some men are 
. ſeen to grow old, yct not grow gray ; and women who preſerve 
their comelineſſe in their age, ade it not but with lofſe of life. 
* Jtaly hath mountains whole entrailesare full of fire, and their heads 
covered with ſnow, as if nature took delight in according theſe 
rwo contraries; and by ending their differences to make her power 
appear, Bug how fantaſticall ſoever this morher hath pleatcd to 
ſhew her ſelfe, what ever diverſity the hath pur in her workman- 
thips to delight us, and what ever miracles ſhe hath wrought to 
aſtoniſh us, ſhe could never frce man from death. The devill who 
= 8 if promiſed us immorrallity ro engage us in diſobedience, could not 
- pwr Fl make good his word, " and the law which bindes us to die, is too 
Dis nas mori generall ro admit of any diſpenſation, or exception, When God 
>cn.n 1:04 Himſelfe became man, he became morcall, and taking Our nature 
upon him, he would not exempt himſelfe from death. All Gods 
friends haveborn this puniſhment , the julteſt have oft-times lived 
the ſhorteſt lite, and death to aſtoniſh others hath made examples of 
them,1t ſome have bcen rapr up to Paradiſe, that favour did not be- 
reave death of his rights, for after having lived a long time with 

Angels, they ſhall deſcend on earth again ro dic there with men. 
Fhis rigour would be plealing were it not accompanied with 
Circum- 
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circumſtances which make it unſupportable, but death aſſumes 
fearfull ſhapes toaffrighten us, he is not content to parc our ſoules 


from our bodies, to break in two the chains which did unite them, - 


andto deſtroy Godschiefeſt workmanſhip, bur ro ſatisfie his cruel- 
ty, & tire our patience, he aſſumes a thouſand frightfull ſhapes, * and 
leaves marks of his fury inthe perſons of che dead which terrifie rhe 
living. Heappears hideous even inthe beaurifulleſt viſage that ever 
was ; he ſhrinks up the nerves, hoJlows the eyes, defaceth the 
complexion, alters the lincaments, and turns a miraculous beauty 
into a dreadtull Monſter. Somtimes he burnes the bowels by che 
ſcorching heat of a fever, ſomtimes ſwels up the body by a long 
continued droplite, ſomtimes he makes an anatomy, or skeleton 
thereof, by an irkſome conſumprion, ſomtimes forms ſtrange 
characters in the lungs or brain, ſoratimes he covets the face over 
with an.ulcer, and changes the Throne of beauty intothe Seat of 
deformity. 

Violent deaths are yetmore uncoucht than ſuch as arenaturall , 


they are not to be beheld without terrour, and thoſe who have cou- - 


ragecnoughto tolerate the gout or ſtone, have not conſtancy enough 
to endure the torture of fire. Orrack , 'tis therefore that it is ſaid, 
that our father Adam knew not the heinouſneſle of his fin, till he 
ſaw the picture of death in Abels face; the lofſe of grace, Gods 
anger, the Angels indignation, his baniſhment from Paradiſe, the 


creatures revolt, the alteration of ſeaſons, warring of Elements, 


nor yet the inſurreion of the body againſt the ſoule, were nor ſuf- 
fident to make known unto him the exorbitancy of his ſin, nor the 
injuſtice of his diſobedience : bur when he {aw his ſon want moti- 
on, his eyes want light, when he heard no words proceed from his 
mouth, ſaw no colour in his face, nor felr no mtion of his hearr, he 
thought his ſin was very great finceit deſerved ſo fore a puniſhment, 
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To fay truth, Y death is the imageof fin, this father makes y 5:g-adiun 
himſelfe ſecn in his- daughter , his uglineſle is feen in his pre peceats mors- 


duction, and there needs no more to acknowledge the miſery 

of a finner, than to conſider the aſpe& of a dead man, Thoſe pale 

lips, thoſe ſunk eyes, thoſe hollowed cheeks, and that corruption 

which always accompanies ſtench, is the ſhadow of a ſoule which 

mortall fin hath bereaved of innocency and grace, All reacherh us 

that weare-criminall, and that the _ which we endure, are » 
: 1 W 


Primegenita 
peccarh, Vaule 


_ _ 
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wellche portraitures of our puniſhments, as of our offences... The 
rebcllion which we meet wirhall in che Elements, and creatures is 
the puniſhment of our diſobedience; the irregularity of the ſea- 
ſons is a figne of thediſorder of our pail »ns ;, the blinding of our 
eyes proves the like in our ——— and the ficknefſes which 
our bodies ſuffer under, are the cfte&s of our ſouls infirmity : bur of 
all the puniſhments wherewith we are afflicted, death is the onely 
truecopy of fin, and inthis copy itis that we mult obſerye the hor- 
rour of the originall. 

Todiſcoverall his rigours, we muſt examinerhe terme of our ſen- 
tence, we muſt conſider what puniſhments he condemned us unto, 
z In quacung; and obſerve with how many evills he threatens us. * The firſt is 
die comederisex todic the ſame day that we have fianed, andto bear the puniſh- 
eo,morie!R- ment as oon as we have committed the offence. Few are aware of 
7:5.Gcac!,2, - F . . . 

this puniſhment, and though itbe ſevere enough, we ſuffer it, with- 
out bcing (enſible of ir, or complaining; we perſwade our ſelves,that 
life and death cannor agree in our puniſhment, and that God himſelf 
is not powerfull enough to make two ſo contrary things ſerve his 
juſtice: but notwithſtanding 'tis true, that we die as ſoon as we are 
ng that death aſſailes us as ſoon as we are ſurprized by fin, and 
that we bear Adams puniſhment as ſoon as we contract his offence. 
For death holds ſo good intelligence with life, as theſe do equally 
part our years; we pcrith for ourpreſervation, as ſoon as we enter 
into our boyes eſtate, we forgoe infancy, we divide every houre of 
a Lureaſene, the day between death and life, * and we neither conceive the hei- 
- Fhocie, al nouſneſle of our fault, nor the greatneſſe of our puniſhment, if we 
«nn, ubimen- think thatthar death, which puts an end unto our life, is our onely 
fer beu periere- One, becauſe it is our laſt. Wedicevery moment, we loſe the years 
AC Marte *®* which we number; and part of our being glides away with them, 
we arcbut halte our ſelves , all of us char is paſt is deaths purchaſe , 
and the youth which harh lefr us is a lofſe which wecannor repaire. 
That complexion, the freſhneſſe whereof was more lively than that 
of the role, that whiteneſſe which ſham'd the lilly, that luſtre 
which ſparckled inthe eyes , that Majeſty which appear'd uponthe 
forchead, thoſe pearles which ſhewed themſelves within. the currall 
of the lips, and all choſe ornaments which nature had united in 2 
handfome tace'to make thereof her chiefeſt workmanſhip, do they 


not ſerve tor a prey to death, and who hath no longer theſe advan- 
\ EO cages, 
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e1ges arc they not obliged to confeſſe that they have loſt the belt : 
part of themſelves ? the deſtinies end their workin ſilence, Þ death mr 
gives blows which hurt not, he mingles himſelfe ſo pleafingly with [1,57 10min, 
life, asthat he is received inſenſibly, and under hope of living, men vize later, «- 
take a kinde of pleaſure in dying. Cunt ops 'ſunm 


futanobis ſen- 


The ſecond puniſhment which our decree bringeth, is that in not {,,, aote ne- 
expreſſing what kind of death we ſhall die, we are obliged to fear cis au/erune. 
all ſorrs of death, There is nothing more certain than this puniſh- JM 2* 
ment z neirher is there any thing more ſecret, Every one knows he M 
muſt die, every day affords us proofs and examples of it; our 
frieads and enennes confirme this truth, no man is ſo ignorant, or 
vain-gloriousas to doubr it; the ſ{epulchres of Kings arc faithfull 
witneſſes thereof, and thoſe heads tor which the lives of a whole 
Nation are expoſed, make us ſce that death ſpares no body, bur 
the manner thereof is as unknown, as the hour is uncertain. The 
ſtars do notthew the particulars thereof, and unleſſe the heavens re- 
vcale it, the devill cannor forcrell ic to thoſe that ſerve him, our 
decree piecherhnot upon any one, that we may ſtandin fear of all; 
andaftet the example of Princes which have ended their lives by 
deaths, from which their - gs ought to have warranted them, 
we may juſtly epprehend all. Ir may be 'twill be naturall, it may 
be violent, it maybe 'twill fieze on us in war, it may be in peace, 
it may be *twill be ſhortand cruell, ic may be lefle cruell, but lan- 
guiſhing; the Judge which hath condemned us, harh nor been 
pleaſed ro: expreſſe himſelfe therein, to the end, that the fearof 

death might be a ſeverer puniſhment unto us, then death it ſelfe, 

it may ſuffice us ro know thar he is incenfed, and that we may jultly 

expect from his juſt anger whatſoever death our fin deſerves. The 

trurh is we can ſuffer bur one; the weakneſle of our conſticution _ , ook 
doth not permit both the waters to drown us, the fireto burn us, axe erroribua 
aud the wilde beaſts to devoure us, bur the darkneſſe of our decree #5 ut exiſtinmes 
obligeth us to fear all theſe puniſhments, © and thereis no Monarch 77.90 5 
whoſe grcatneſſe can exempr him from {o juſt a fear, the plague 7c, quidjuem 
hath nor ſo ſpared our moſt pious Kings, andthe yalianceſt among #2 ters 241. 
them, hath been murthered amidſt rhetriumph which he prep _— $: 
for his deareſt wife, A clap of thunder bruiſeththe pride of crown- murds, ſtiar. 
ed heads, poiſon is mingled in their drink, and violent death dorh A Na : 
bur too oft befall Sovercigns., Who onght then to ſtand in fear, 1,cop... 
Hh 2 when | 
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mY Of the Corruption of 
when he ſhall reada decree which threatens every guilty perſon 
witha hundred thouſand deaths 2 and who ought not to dread a 
Judge, who conceals the condition of our puniſhment,only to make 
us reverence his power, and have recourſe. unto his clemency * 
The* third puniſhment is not leſfle ſevere then are the reſt , for 
though we know not what ſorr of death we ſhall die, yer we know 
we ſhall be reduced to aſhes, and thar divine Juſtice following us e- 
ven into the grave, will war upon us after death ; it treateth us 


like thoſe notorious Malefactours, who finde nor the end of their 


puniſhment in the end of their lives; they are degraded, ro make 
them loſe their honour, their childrenareproſecuted, tro make them 
loſe their poſterity ; their bodies are burned, that theiraſhes may 
be ſcattered in the winde , their houſes are beaten down, to ruinate 
their workmanſhip; and nothing is left in any part that did belong 
unto them, bur characters of rheir faults, and of their Princes an- 
ger. Thus doth our ſupream Judge deal with guilty man he drives 
him out of the terreſtiall paradiſe, and baniſheth him into the 
world , he threatens the place of his exilc to be totally conſumed 
with fire, for having received this guilty perſon , he confiſcates 
all his goods, rakes from him all the honourable marks of his great- 
neſſe, and reduceth him to the condition of beaſts, who did pre- 
tend to theglory of Angels; he makes all his ſubje&s deſpiſe his 
authority, he makes his ſlaves either Rebels, or Tyrantrs, and af- 
ter ſo'many puniſhments, he ſhortens his ſhamefull life, by ſome 
tragicall end. Butall theſe — leaving yet ſome remain- 
der of the guilty perſon, they purſue him into his ſepulchre; he 
commands the worms to deyoure hum, and what eſcapes their fury, 
he reducerh into duſt: you ſhall fee dreadfull marks of the exe - 


in pu'veren re- Cution of this decree inthe ſtatelicſt monuments of our Kings, de- 


wCerieris. Genel 


{cend into the moſt magnificent Manſoleums, you will finde nothing 
there bur aſhes : the carch covers the pride of Conquerours; and 
of all theſe Monarches greatneſſe, wherewith their ſubjes in their 
life were aſtoniſhed, rhere remaines nothing after death, bura lit- 
the duſt. 

A man muſt be a Saint to be exempt from this puniſhment, God 
affords nor this favour ſave to thoſe that ſerve him unworthily, he 
oophct: bodies in the ſepulchre, he guards their precious re- 
&ks ;n theboſome of che carth, the waters cannot corrupt them, 


nor 
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nor the flames devour them being innocent , he will not deal with 

them as guilty, death ſpares their body after having ſeparated it from 
their ſoul, they ſeem to reſt in their graves, to repoſe themſelves at- 
ter their labour, andto expe with joy that dreadfull day which all 
the guilty do apprehend. Death then is the puniſhment of our fin, 
itis the workmanſhip thereof , we end urs it unto ourſelves 
by our diſobedience, God hath ordeined it by his juſtice, and Jeſus 
Chriſt, who draws good out of our evil, hath made a ſacrifice of ir 
for our ſalvation. 


— __—T——_ 


'The ninth Diſcourſe. 


What advantages we may draw from death, by the : 
means of Grace. | 


Hough death be the firſt production of (in, and that the 
malice and deformed lothſomneſſe of the Farther appear in 
* Sons viſage, ſome Philoſophers. have gone about-ro make 
apologies for death, and after having made uſe of cheir reaſon inthe 
defence thereof, they have imployed their cunning in praiſing it, | 
Being ignorant of the s firſt mans fault, they would have death to tribe 
be a law, and not a puniſhment; they have excuſed his rigour by his Senec. 
neceſſity,and have gone about to perſwade us, that he was pleaſing, 
becauſe neceſſary. All things in nature periſh, this mother hath 
brought forth nothing which ſhe hath not ſentenced co die,nothing 
1s immortall, and few things durable : fountains grow dry , and 
their ſpring-hcads are cither loſt, orſtrayed out of the channel , the 
mountaines give way to the violence of floods, the fea advances and h 1taef nibit 
wins upon the carth, whole iſles have ſunke into the earth, we ſee _— 
lakes now where our Anceſtours have ſeen Towns, and husband- Bs. aledets 
men plough up fields , where Pilots have ſtecrd their: ſhips; The mode ſragie 
Change which preſerves Nature is a kinde of death; nature ſubſiſts * 194m exi- 
onely by alteration, were it not, * for change ſhe would utterly pe- -— ooommgary 
riſh, kingdomes (which apprehend nothing like viciſſficude) cannot quideeyir, & 
ſhun it; as oft as they loſe their Piinces, they hazard thelofle of. _ yes 
their liberty, they grow zealous of all chcir neighbours , and ambi-, - <><aq 
tion 
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riſh, the Stars which never are at a ftay , are threarned one oo to 


tion is ſo perfidious as their allyes may become their enemies ; all 


| thoſe grear'Colofſuſes which paſt for miracles in rheir age, thcir 


ſubſiſtance depends now only upon paper ; Time hath made them 
know,that all the workmanſhip of man is periſhable, and chart frail 
hands can build nothing which is cternall,” In fine, the worldir ſelf 
is not-exempt fromdeath , the deluge wherewith it was drown'd, 
and the fire wherewith it ſhall beconſumed, reach ustharit may pe- 


loſe their influences and their light, the ſame hand which hath ſeat- 
cd them in the firmament, will one day pull them from thence; and 
though Ariſtotle imagines the heavens ro be incorruptible , Jeſus 


| Chriſt aſſures vs,thar chey ſhall perifh together with the world, 


Wherefore thendo we complain of death, fince he ſpares not the 


' Stars, and iwherefore do we with,that our houſes may never have an 


end, ſince the world cannot eſcapethe fall which threatens ir. 
: Death is not ſocruell as men imagine, the fear which we have 
thereof, is rather an cffe& of opinion then of Nature, if we were 


lefſe wiſe, we ſhould be more couragious ; we augment our evil by 


thinking too oft of 'it ; the weapons wherewith we indeavour to 
withſtand this enemy ſerve only to make him the more redoubted ; 
a Philoſopher apprehends him more then dothan ignorant perſon , 
and all the conſtancie of the ſtoicks cannor equall the ſtupidity of a 
countty clown. Theſe filly people are cafily comforted; they look 
after no priviledges, which their Anceſtours have not enjoyed, they 
prepare for death when they ſce their friends dic, and having no 
_ which may faſten them to the world, they are not troubled ro 

einterrupted thercin by their death, All men ſeem to conſpire to 
be cauſe of aſtoniſhment to themſelves, and thar it fares with them, 
as inthe route of an Army, where thoſe that ran away , cauſe fear 
inthoſe thar fight, Every: particular man frames unto himſelf an 
Idea of death, and he who can makeit appear the moſt hideous, paſ- 
ſeth fortheableſt man, Sciences which ought ro incourage us, do 
intimidate us; and there is not any one who doth not adde ſomwhar 
tothe image of this Monſter, ro increaſe his uglineſle and our appre- 
heafton. Painters repreſent him as aghaſtly skeleron bearing a coffin 
upon his ſhoulders, and a ſithe in his hands ro mow. down the whole 
earth, Poets (whoſe fiftions are more pleaſing then thoſe of pain- 
ters) do give him arrowes, cach of which being ſhort doth wound a 


heart , 


”— —— —_—_— 


heart ; phyſicians decipher him as the enemy of nature, and to no 
end ſeck for remedies againſt his wounds. Philoſophers who bot 
thatthey know him, that they may withſtand him, do aſtonifh their 
diſciples by the number of their reaſons, and perſivade them that 
the Monſter which they affail is very terrible, fince fo many prepa- 
rationsare required to overcome him. Yer experience teacheth us 
thathe takes upon himſelte pleaſing formes to reclaim us; that he 
olides ſo pleaſingly into the heart, as choſe whom he wounds, feele 
im not; he ſer upon Plato ſleeping, and it was hard ro diſcern 
ſleep from death in this Philoſopher ; one of the myo died 
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laughing, andthe Romansceaſed to fear death, ſeeing it ſo amiable 


upon his face: Chilon was choked with joy ; his ſons victory was 
as fatall ro him, as to the enemies of the State; and whil'ſt men 
ſought for Laurcll tro crown the Conquerour, others ſoughr for 


Capresto put upon his fathers head. Clydemus died nor lefſe plea- 


ſingly, ſince the praiſes which Greece gave him, were the cauſe of 
his death, and that heloſt his life amidit his Triumph, 

Healſo ſincethe corruption of our nature makes up apart of our 
ſelves. ! He is as well an effe of ourtemper, as of, a Gree and 
as the agreement of the Elements makes us live, their diſagreement 
makes us die. We nt am principles of deathabour us, and from 
once that originall righteouſneſſe ceaſed to appeaſe the differences 
between thoſe parts whereof we are compoſed we began to die. 
It is not neceffary that the world diſorder ir ſelfe, ro bereave us of 
our lives; though the ſeaſons ſhould nor be pur out of their pace, we 
ſhould not ceaſe to periſh. And if death be robefeared, wemuſt 
reſolve to fear life, There are ſome people who apprehend any 
thing that happens of diforder in the world, and who grow pale as 
oftcn as they {ee rivers over-flow their banks, as often as they hear 
thunder, or ſee earth-quakes: They think that every my of thun- 
der comes in purſuit of chem, and that the ſea exceeds nor. her 
bounds but ro drown them on the earth ; bur the cauſes of our death 
are much lefſe violent, and more natural}. For the carch ſhould till 
ſtand ſtable under our feet, = _—_ the thunder ſhould never roar 
#\yer our heads, and though the ſea ſhould never excecd her bounds, 
theeleinents which we bear about us would notwithſtanding con- 
demne usto dearh. Death is ſo a puniſhment, as it is alſo a conſe- 
quence of our conſtitution, Wharlſoever is compoſed of contraric- 
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tics cannot ſubſiſt without miracle; and when the contrary parties 
do no longeragrec, their divifion muſt be the ruineof what they 
compoſe, Mans immorrality in the ſtate of innocency, was not ag 
effect of nature; he loſt this priviledge as ſoon as heloſt his righ- 
tcouſneſle, and: experience taught him, that nature without. grace 
could not keep him from death. » He ſhould then be unjuſt if be 
ſhould complain of a miſ-fortune- which is in ſome ſort naturall un- 
rohim, and he might juſtly be accuſed of roo much nicety, if 
he ſhould not patiently endure a puniſhment, which he could not 
eſcape wirhout a kind ot Miracle. 

Bur I dare adde, that dearth is rather a favour, than a puniſhment , 
and that inthe eſtate whereinto fin hath reduced man, it 1s not ſo 
much a mark of juſtice, as of mercy: the evils which we undergo 
conſidered, to live eternally, would be eternall miſery, earth would 
become hell, and the continuance of our torments would make us 
wiſh death ; which is not dreadfull ſave to thoſe abuſed ſoules which 
think themſclves happy. The miſerable defire it; and as death to 
once who lives contentedly 1s a puniſhment, ſo is life to him who 
lives diſcontentedly. © Cain defired to dic, had not the heavens 
prolonged his lifeto punith his parricide; hehad prevented ZLamechs 
cruelty, and after having been his brothers murtherer, he would 
have been his own hangman. Pocts who cloke truths under fables, 
have not without reaſon faired nature to have invented death, to 
oblige herchildren, tor ſceing that their oftence had incenſed hea- 


ven, that their life became a miſery, that fortune intrencht upon 


their goods , calumny upon their innocency, and fickneſſe upon 
their health; thar the fever burntup their entrails by unſupporta- 
ble heat, that the gout ſtung their nerves, and that they lived not 
bur in tear and ſorrow, ſhe broke the cords wherewith the ſoul was 
faſtned rothe body, and ended their lives to ſhortentheir miſeries. 
To leave fables to Infidels, is it nor a conſtant truth amongſt 
Chriſtians, that life wouldbe ancternall punithment, did not death 
come in tothe ſuccour of old age, ? rodeliver us from it 7 and that 
we [houldpray to go our of the world , if we were condemned 
to livethere, after we had loſt the uſe of our members by the pal- 
ſey, and were grown blinde, and deaf, Hell is onely more cruell 
thancarth, for that deathis baniſhtthence; if che pains of the dam- 
ned could haycanend; they ſhould loſs the greateſt part of their 
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rigour, and thoſe miferabltones would finde ſomeecaſe in their ſuf- 
terings, if after many ages they were aſſured ro die :; norhing makes 
chem deſpair, bur that eternicy of cheir puniſhmenr , and nothin; 
doth ſo much comfort men as the thortnetle of their cortures, 
rants who unjuitly endeavour to imitate God in juſtice, compliarn 
that death freed their enem'es from their indignation + and that by 
aſſiſting the miſerable, it hiadred their defignes: tor they very well 
knew, that he knows not how to revenge himſelte of his enciny, 
who puts him ſuddainly ro death, and that thoſe who will taſte che 
pleaſure of revenge, nevercondeamnea ginlty man todie ci!] he be 
re-poſlefled of their tavour. In fine, there are few who owe not 
thanks to death. 4 Thoſe who tear him in proſperity, invoke him 
in adverſity ; thoſe who ſhun him in opulency , ſeck him our in 
poverty ; and thoſe who liſt not ro know his name in health, call 
upon him in ſickneſſe. He is'the onely cure of the incurable, the 
aſſured ſuccour of the aftlited, the defire and hope of rhe milera- 
ble; andof as many as implore his ſuccour, there are none more 
obliged unto him, than thoſe whoſe miſeries and defires he pre- 
veneth, 

Though theſe thoughts may ſcem uncouth to thoſe who love 
life, they ceaſe nor to be approved of by Chriſtianity; and to paſſe 
for truth amongſt rhe faithfull. It death be rigorous becauſc he 
is the puniſhment of fin, he is pleaſing becauſe he is the childe of 
thc Croſſe, he hath changed nature, fince he was conſecrated in 
the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt ; hehath forgone choſe dreadfull names 
which cauſed terrour, to aflume thofe pleaſing ones which bring 
eonſolation, He is onely afleep which charms our diſquers, a pal- 
fage which leads us unto lite, a happy ſhipwrack which throws us 
into the haven, an enemy which takes us our of priſon, a Tyrant 
which breaks our chains, anda ſon of fin which furniſheth us with 
weapons whcrewithall, to fight with, and ro overcome his Father. 
In the ſlate of innocency death was a puniſhment, wherewith di- 
vine Juſtice did threaten man, in the ſtatc of fin, it was a chaſtiſe- 
ment, * wherewith ſhe did puniſh the faulty , 
grace, *tis aſacrifice, which therequires at our hands, and whereby 
ſtheis appealed. Formerly, toaſtoniſh man, he was told, it thou fin- 
neſt, thou ſhalt die; and now to fortifie him in perſecution, it is 
ſaid unto him, if thou doſt not die, _— ſhalt fin 5 death which 
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was a puniſhment is become a victimc, and the finners chaftiſement 
is becomethe merit of the juſt. 

The Son of God hath thusinſtruted us by his example, when 
he would fight with ſin, herook up no other arms than death ;, he 
thought the victory would be more honourable, whercin he ſhould 
employ the ſon againſtthe father, and where he ſhould makeuſe of 
the effect, tro deſtroy the cauſe : © this is that which thegrcat Apo- 

fora) ered ſtle teacheth us in theſe words, where he ſaith, that the Son'of God 
catur. Pau'.. hath overcome fin, by fin, and that in the punithment of our of- 


Les ob fence he hath found a remedy to cure us. Fictitious Hercules 


vit lene, © vaunts himſelfe amongſt the Poets, to have overcome* Monſters by 


| other Monſters ; to have made himſelfe weapons by their ſpoils , 
Cul. fu Nb. 


and to have ended his laſt labours by the help of what he had pur- | 
chaſed in the former. This fable of Hercules is become a truth in 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and the Golpell obligerh us ro acknowledge that in 
thedcath of God, which falſhood had found out inthe life of man. 
For he by dying hath ſatisfied his Father, he hath deſtroyed fin by 
it's Son; he hath ſaved the ſinner by his puniſhment. Religion 
bindes us to confeſſe that death is the riſe of our happineſſe, 
hat it is the Chriſtians vow , that without being miſerable, they 
Joyce in being mortall; and that they ſhould want ſomewhat 
of \their glory; it ſince Jeſus Chriſt did loſe his life upon the 

Crolſe, they were to aſcend to Heaven, without dying they 

live With pain, they die with pleaſure; and to deſcribe a true 

Chriſtkn according to Tertulans language, we muſt ſay , that 

u Gen bomi- They arda lortof men whoare always ready to die; » and who 
xummortiex- placing their happineſle in the reſemblance or imitation of Jeſus 
—_— Chriſt, defire to loſe their lives a thouſand times amidſt tortures, 
4 ro repair lis charity by their love; and to ſuffer for his glory, what 


he hath undergone for their ſalvation. 


The 
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The tenth Diſcourſe, 


That ſleep i a puniſhment of ſin as the image of death, 
and that it bereaves us of reaſon as 


dreames as of reſt. 
T Hoſe who think ſleep the moſt harmleſle part of life wil ne- 


ver be per{wadedthatithath drawn ſomeevill qualicies from 
Adams (in, for it ſeems to reduce men to the conditions of 
Children, and that bereaving them of the uſe of reaſon, ir takes 
fromthem that unfortunate power which rhey by their offences a- 
buſe. The guiltieſt actions become innocent, during ilcep, thoſe va- 
pours which do ſtupitic the ſenſes excule the (ins of thoſethar ſleep, « xr bonafalte 
and as their* Vertues are not rewarded, neither are their offences pu- £74tuitaſuxt in 
niſhed, Murthers arecommitted withourcffuſion of blood, revenge Ns RE” 
is raken upon enemies without injuſtice, and another mans goods Terrul, de ani- 
are without violence tane away whilſt tleep doth lull the ſenſes, 3: 
The ſoul is nor guilty of the faults which her body commits, and 
rhough ſhe gives it lifeand motion, the hath not liberty enough to 
oivc it the guidance thereof. Imagination is the ſole faculty which 
doth in-animare ir, and chis confaldl faculty not being guided by 
reaſon, commits evil unpuniſhed, and pleads blindneſſe for the ex- 
cule of it's crrour. 
Yertis it certain that in the condition wherein we arc, ſleep is a 
puniſhment of fin, and had man never ſinned, he had never proved 
thoſe diſquiets wherewith he is agitated during his reſt ; Nature 
would have born a reſpect ro her Sovereigns Was: the elements 
which formed his body would not have troubled his reſt , and va- 
pours would have been ſo mild, as ſtupefying all the ſenſes, they 
would have left the ſoul ar liberty, In this happy condition, man 
mighr well have rctreſned himſelt by fleep, y his eyes would have pe 
been cloſed againſt thelighr,and his other ſenſes would have dif- },5 0m 
penſed with their ordinary functions. Bur the ſoul would have re- vizi's. 
tired to within herſelf, and acting according to themanner of An- Ae ſawn ex- 
gels, ſhe would have known Truth vo the intcrpoſition of the wc 
© Y —_ 
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Organs, her reſt would rather have bn an extaſte then fleep, and man 
might have ſaid thar his heart waked whilſt his body cook 1:'s reſti 
T have much ado tobelicve that man was reduced to rhe conditi- 
on of bcaſts, before he had finncd, and that he thould have un der- 
gonethec puniſhment otan offence, which he had nor as yer commit- 
red, It there have been ſome Saints whom flcep did not deprive of 
the uſe of reaton, and who loved God even whilſt they ſlept, I 
think it not ſtrangethat the heavens ſhould have granted this favour 
to our firſt facher in his innocency, & that heentertein'd himſelt with 
Angels, whileſt he could not entertain himſelf with men. St. Fohn 
the * Bapriſt adored the Son of God inthechaſt womb of the Vir- 
gin, the obſcurity of his Priſon, could nor hinder the light of hea- 
ven; from enlightning his underſtanding , that ſtupefaRion which 
continues nine moneths with other children, hindred not him from 
inſtructing Elizabeth by his motions, and from letting her know 
that the mother which ſhe ſaw was a Virgin,and that the chuld which 
ſhe ſaw not, was God. The better part of Divines do: not queſtion 
but that the Virgin did enjoy this priviledgeall her life, and thar her 
ſoul, whileft her body reſted, was wholly buſied in conſidering the 
wonders of her ſon,ſhe loved him as well ſleeping, as waking; Zeep 
61d nor interrupt her love: Sleep which makes us beaſts, made her 
an Angel, and her foul had this advantage in the night ſeaſon that 
it did act without any dependency upon her bodie; reſt did not be- 
reave her of half her life,as1r Coth us, were ſhe aſleep, or were ſhe 
awake,the did equally apply her felt ro God, her ſleep was more ope- 
tative then all our watchings , when her mouth was ſhut,* her 9 
ne ſupplied her ſilence, and the praiſed God with her heart , not 
beng able to do it with her tongue, 
> Imaginethat Adams fleep did ſomewhat reſemble that of the Vir- 
ins,that hic ceaſed not to reaſon, when lie could not ſpeak, thar his 
nobleſt part flepr not, whileſt his other did, thar his ſouls eyes were 
open, when his bodily eyes wereſhut, and that his ſoul exerciſing 
thole {pecies which theby the ſenſes had received, conſidcred the 
works of God, for why ſhould we beleive that Adam ſhould ſuffer 
that out-rage in the fiate of innocency, which the Saints had much 
adoto tolerate inthe ſtate of ſin” Sleep which is the reſt of their body 
1s the punithment of their ſoul, they are aMiftcd that their will 


Lic t 


ſhould be rendered ſo long uſeleſs, they conjure their rytcl 14 1n0els 
[9 wake whileſt they fleep, and to love invicir bet Þ 1 
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goodnefle, which cannot be loved according to its worth, they look 
upon their bed, as upon their grave «they think to die 2s« ft as they 
fall a ſleep; and they murmure that their foule which is immortcall, 
ſhould be conſtrained to ſuffer fuch a kinde of death, I pardon 
them theſe their complainrs , for'ris crue rhar ſleep is the ſhame of 
our nature, and that the qualities wherewithall it is accompanied, 
teach vs thar it is become criminall: it reduceth men to the condirion 
of beaſts, jt takes trom them their nobleſt priviledges , and inhibits 
them the uſe of all the ſenſes which may be lerviceableto the ſoul. 

This punithment ſeems to be more injurious than death, whoſe 
image it is : for death loofens thc foule from the body, raiſeth her 
ro the condition of Angels, and withdraws her froma priſon, which 
though ſhe delighted in, ceaſed not to be fatall to her: bur ſleep 
ſtupifiesthe ſenſes, ſets upon fuch parts of the body as the ſoulec 
makes moſt claim to, diſperſerh it's vapours into the eyes and ears, 
and reduceth man into a condition wherein he can neither ſpeak, 
nor think. The heart during flcep, is in a perpetuall morion ; natu- 
rall heat diſgeſts meat, the liver converts it into bloud, and diftri- 
\ butes it abroad amonetit the veines, every part turnes it into1t's own 
ſubſtance, and by a continuall miracle one and the fame nouriſk. 
ment doth extend it ſelte into nerves, thickens into fleſh, and har- 
dens into bone. Nature repaires theſe ruines which watchings had 
made inthe body, the leaves nothing uſeleſle in this condition, and 
her diligence extends even to our haire, which grows whil it we 
Slecp. Bur the nobleſt of our ſenſes are a ſleep; our eyes ſerve no 
more for guides, nor the cars torintelligencers, the tongueto which 
motion is ſo naturall, is no more the ſoules interpreter ; imagina- 
tions ſelfe doth only furnith her with confuſed ſpecies, © and the foul 
inthis diſorder is inforced to remain idle, and unuſefull, 

Paiſions be they never to violent are more refpe&tull than is 
Sleep; theirfirſt motions are only dangerous ; whocan ſhun being 
ſurprizedby them, may fence himſelfeagainſt their fury ; they are 
as caſily calmed as raiſed ; and knowing that reaſons their fove- 
reign, they reſerve ſome reſpect unto her even intheirrevolr, Bur 
 Sleepcontemneth her aurhority,icobligeth this Queen ro withdraw 
her ſelteinto the centcr of her State; and forceth her ro abandon 
the extreamities. It mingles force with fweerneſfero corrupt men; 
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be aware, and reignes ſo abſolucely that unleſſe it withdraw it (elfe 
ic cannot be repulſed, it's violence is pleafing becauſe ſweer; u's 
Tyraniy ſupportable, becauſe neceſlary; © andir's authority is ſo 
abſolute, as it calmes thoſe paiſions which reaſon cannot allay: 
it takes from Conquerours the defire of glory , quencheth the 
flames of unchaſte love, chaunes the violence of choliler, draws 
diſpleaſurcin it's vapours, and if it take not from deſperate men 
the defignc of making themſelves away, it doth happily bereave 
them of themicans of coing it . 

Bur heſels his good turnes at adcer rate; ſince to cure our paſſi- 
ns, hc bereaves us of ourrcaſon; and puts us in a condition where- 
in we cannot exercife our vertues; for though he cannot deface 
the habits thereof, yet he interdiCts us the uſe, and brings us into 
thecondition of wars under age, who being born rich have not 
the liberty to diſpoſe of their goods; we have rcaſon, yer are not 
rationall; Philoſophers have high conceptions, yet cannot dif- 
courle , Princes conccive great Geltgnes, yet cannot exccute them z 
Saints have good deſires, but canaor accompliſh them , and the 
faithfull have vertues, and cannot practiſe them. 

Dreams, * which may be termed the productions of sleep, are 
not lefſe injurious to man,thin is cheir tather; for they appearro men 
be the cxtravagancies of a drowite imagination, and-the follies of a 
wiſe man, there is no Philoſopher which hath not ſome ravings in 
hissleep, nor ſo well a govern'd mind which is not Qebauchr in 
dreaming: the ſoule hath liberty oncly left her to forme Chima- 
raes; andbcir cither thac the vapours-which ariſe trom the bowels 
trouble her preſented forms, be ic that the ſenſes being drowſic 
make bur cor:tuled reports unto her; or beir laſtly that the organs 
&f our bodics being bound up hinder her operatioas ; ſhe acts 'in 
ſuch contufion and diforder, 5 as all her thoughts are bur ravings ; 
and hier dilcourſes bur extravagancies: if the light rightly, *tis by 
hazard, and it inthis bad condition ſhe take a good reſolution, the 
is more obligedto fortune, than to wiſdome, A man muſt either 
be fupcrſtitzous, or out of his wits to be guided by dreams; and 
Who takes tacir ravings for revelations, is in great danger running 
ingd, if hebenot ſoalrcady. We do not live inthoſedays, Wacrc- 
in God made his will known by dreams, he treats no more with 
mcnaslecp, butGorh ratherdifpence his tayours to thoſe who are 


awake, 
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awake. Since Truths have fucceeded figures, God doth not often 
declare his oraclesby dreams; and we learn his deſigns rather by 
prayer than by Sleep. 

Ir is rrue that as his mercy makes us reap advantage by our miſ- 
fortunes, and turns our loſſe to our fouls healch, ſo doth ic make uſe 
of Sleepand dreams for our good, | the firſt ſiveerens our Pains, 
drowns our diſpleaſures, and levels our conditions; takes the crowns 
from off the heads of Kings, Lawrels from Conquerors and Miters, 
from Biſhops, breaks the boirs of Slaves, opens rhepriſon doors, 
and it he do not reſtore liberty ro captives, he at leaſt makes them 
forget their ſervicude, The Prince hath no advantage over his ſub- 
jets, whenthey are bothasleep, though his bed be more ſtarely, his 
reſt is no {weeter, andift any remembrance of his greatneflc remain in 
him when asleep, it cauſeth moſt commonly bur diſquicr and ſuſpi- 
cion. All men arealike, when asleep, and sleep as well as death le- 
vclsall conditions: a Philoſopher is not more able then an ignorant 
perſon, when he slecps, the poor man isas happy as the rich, when 
both of them have forgot their condition, and pleaſure and pain 
cauſe no difference in men when their ſenſes are ſtupetied with 
$Icep. - 

He whodoth ſo many ads of juſtice, do's ſome alſo of mercy, 
for he preparesus for death, reclaims us thereunto, and being more 
prevalent than all the diſcourſes of Philoſophers, per{iades us that 
a man may die withour pain, fince he ſleeps every day with delight. 
In effect, ſlcep is a ſhort death, and death is nothing elſe bur a long 
slcep, the bed is a gravefor onenight, and the gravea bed for many 
ages, We m_ rowaken from our beds, and we hope to riſe again 
from i our ſepulchres: thus one and the ſamething reacherh us two 


diffeſhg Truths, and sleep which firs vs for death, animates us to 


beleive the reſurreion, the dreams which he ſhapes whileſt we reſt, 
and thoſe pleaſing illufions wherewith he diverts our ſoul, when the 
ſenſes refuſe to ſerye her, are either proofs or prefumprions of our 
Immortality, and we cafily imagine that our ſoul may very well eſ- 
cape death, ſince ſhe1s not wholly engaged insleep which is deaths 
picture. * In fine, dreams becomes often oracles, our ſpirit being 1o- 
ſened from the ſenſes, preſages ceirhergood or bad fortune when ir 
is retired ro within ir ſelf, it doth at more eaſily, then. when it is 
diſſipated by objects ; Great Perſonages receive advertiſement from 
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Heaven, slceping, and Angels treat with them, whileſt they cannor 


rreat with men, God choſe the time of $sleep to declare his deſigns 
unto his {ervants,and in the old Teſtament the dreams of Saints were 
oracles ! and prophefies, Joſeph wonne his credit in Egypt by inter- 
preting Pharohs dreams ; and ſuperſtition, which glories co imitate 
religion, didalways belieyc rhat her Gods declared their wils whil'( 
men slept, Bur this advantage, is as reproachtull one to us, and when 
the heavens deal thus with us, it is doubtlesly to teach us, thar if we 
will beinformed what their deſtgnsare we muſt forego our callings, 
and that to purchaſe Faith we muſt renounce rea{on, ſoas it is appa- 


rent enough, thatsIcep and dreams upbraid us with our weaknelle, 
and are puniſhmentsof our {in, | 
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The Fifth Treatiſe : 


The Firſt Diſcourſe, 


That we muſt fear what we deſire , and deſire 


what we feare, 


'Is with much reaſon that originall fin is 
by Saint Au#ine tearmed the univerſall 
corruption of nature, ſince there 1s no- 
thing left in man, uncorrupted; his un- 
derſtanding is ſo clouded with darknefſe 
as hecannor diſcern truth from falſhood, 
his memory is ſo weakened, as its pain- 
full for him to learn, and narurall to for- 
get; his will is depraved as it loves no- 
thing but what is pleaſing to the ſenſes, 

ſ His very aids are pernitious, and the ſuccour which nature hath af- 


forded him for his help in his neceſlity,ſerves onely ro make him the 


more miſerable. : 
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Being _ of allche good which he poſleſt tn the State of in- 
nocency, it ſeems he needs deſires, and that this paſſion is requiſite 
ro him, to finde our helps for his indigency; being condemned to 
undergo thoſe p'iniſhments which his rebellioa deſerved, feare 
ſcems to be neceſſary ro him, and that to ſhun the evils which 
threaten him; Divine mercy had ought to have made him fearful; 
yer this aſſiſtance is prejudiciall to him, theſe remedies do augment 
his evill, and he would be lefſe unhappy, if he could keep himſelfe 
from wiſhing for good, or tearing evill. = For to boot that defire 
is but a langutſhing of the ſoule which is occaſtoned oftner by her 
weakncſſe, than by her want ; and which reaches rather to things 
ſuperfluous, than neceſlary , 'tis very well known, that it harms a 
man, whil'ſt it would heal him; that it widens his wounds, in ſtead 
of cloſing them ; and rhar it increaſcth his neceſſities, in lieu of 
comforting them: Þ onedelire cauſerh another, and man imagin- 
ing that the greateſt good will coſt him bur wiſhes; forgoes all 0- 
ther exerciſe to coins himſelfe in unprofitable deſires : he doth 
not reliſh the good which he enjoyeth, he defpiſeth that which he 
ſoughr after, andas if things were the more precious —_— Cl- 
ther abſent, or loſt, he cſteems none bur what he hath cither loſt, 
or hath nor yer gotten: all things ſeem pleafing to him which he 
hath nor, evils do ©o him change their nature, when they are far 
off, and be it cither that his capacity cannot reach thera, or that his 
defire paints them forth unto him in glorious colours, he oft-times 
wiſheth tys harm ; < and 1s enforced to accuſe Heaven of being ri- 
gorous unto him, in having too eaſily heard him : he expects his 
havingobraincd what hedetired; &his defire is ſo bada Counſellor, 
as all the advices which it gives him, are either unfairhfull, or raſh. 

Ir's promiſes are as pernicious as are it's advices, for it ſeldome 
makes good any thing thar it promiſech, it glories in abuſing thoſe 
that belicycinit; and hope which ſerves it for a ſurety, abuſerh 
our calincile, in engaging us to ſeek after agood which is difficult, 
and dangerous: {lc perſwades thoſe who liſten unto her, that ſhe 


isa tore ruancr of tclicity, that a thing defired, is halfe poſleſſed ; 
andco have an extream pathon for riches or honour, is to quit in- 
tamy, and poverty. But it fallsoutcleancontrary, for deſireadds 
tOINGtgecy, It ates the evill which it wouldallay, and makes 
ous, namous, and ayaritiousnecdy. They arc ſenſible 
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of their wants, * fince they deſire the remedies, and the paſton 
which prelſeth them is no lefſea proote of their pain, than of their 
neceſſity. Thoſe who ſuffer diſhonour without defireot glory, are 
troubled bur with one malady ; but choſe who adde to the pain of 
being deſpiſed, thepaſſion of glory, endure a double Martyrdome, 
Thus the defire of good, is rhe incieate of evill, and he who 
makes many wiſhes, expoſeth himielteto molt tutterings. Heaven 
puniſheth the guilty, by giving them over to their own deſires, 
this paſhon is more ſevere than the rack; and who could hand- 
ſomly handle it to puniſh the ambirious or amorous, he mughe ttay 
all other puniſhments. Nothing doth ſo much torment the dam- 
ned as their deſires; it they could live without wiſhes as well as 
without hope, their ſufferings would be lefle levere, and hell 
would have loſt her foreſt torment. | 

The holy Scripture reacheth us, that God makes uſe of our de- 
fires, as Miniſters of his vengeance; and that the lotle of our 
g00ds and death of friends are bur the puniſhments of our lighteſt 
offences. When the Ciry of Feruſalem was taken by torce 1n the 
reign of Art:oechus,inſo much as the Temple was prophaned,the Al- 
tars beaten down, thatrhe fire conſinned whar the 1wora had ſpa- 
red; that rivers of bloudranin che publique places, and that wo- 


men were robbed of their honour, and their husbands of their li- 


berty; the writer of this ſtory tells us, thar ſo tragicall a dilaſter 
was but the preamble ro Gods Juſtice; © and (if a man may be 
allowed to ſay ſo) but the paſtime of his anger: it he had been 
more incenſed, he would have found out ſevercr punithments, bur 
becaule his indignation was butſinall, he was ſrisfied with the 
ruine of the Temple, and Feruſalems pillage: but when his jult 
fury is arthe height, and that the number of our inſolenr {ins doch 
provoke his choller, he gtvesus over roour own defires, and com- 
mandrthiele exccutioners of his Juſtice, ro make us try all the ri- 
gour which love can make the unchaſte ſuffer, or pride the ambiti- 
ous; he ſomrimes permirs theſe unjuſt defires co rake ettect, he 
grants what wedelire, tomake ns the more unfortunate, and the 
more guilty ; * the good ſuccefſe of our vows is a mark of his in- 
dignation , and the bctrer pleaſed we be with our puniſhments, 
the more tirce and fatall are they. Thus riches undoe the aya- 
ritious, honours puniſh the ambitious, and pleaſures are the tor- 
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ments of theunchaſte, For wearein a condition wherein we ought 
co ſuſpeR all the goods of fortune. 

Since the lofſe of innocency , greatneſſe is ftatall ro man, and 
he cannot be raiſed up, without hazard of being undone: he is fo 
prodigiouſly out of order, as rhe puniſhments of his ſin are more 
advantageous to him), than the remainders of originall righteoul- 
neſſe. And it is eaſter for him to fave himſeltcin want, and inta- 
my, than in glory or abundance. Watloever is glorious is farall 
ro him; 5 dignities increaſe his haughtineſſe, and makes him for- 
get his miſery; they raiſe him up onely to throw him headlong 
down : and 'tis a kind of miracle it hee continue humble in 
orearneſſe. Lucifer, who had not our weakneſles, could nor re- 
{1/t this dangerous enemy; the place he held amongit the An- 
gels, made him vain glorious, his glory daſhed his underſtand- 
ing, and ſceing all creatures were ſubmitted unto him, he could 
not endure to ſubmir himſelſe co his Creatour; his crime pro- 
ceeded from his excellency, hewas onely proud, becauſe he was 
raiſed rotoo high adegree; and if the pain he ſuffers could truth 
from out his mouth, he would confeſſe he is onely miſerable 
for having been too happy. Maa loſt himſelte by the ſame diſ- 
order, the tcrreſttall Paradiſe made him forget thar the earth 
was the place of his birth, and the matter whereof his body 
was. compoſed ; the aflociation of Angels, and obedience of 


| beaſts, made him believe he was independent; and held of no 
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body. And ſeeing whole nature bulicd cither for his pleaſure , 
or for his ſervice, he thought char 1t he were nora God, hemighr 
at leaſt become one. But not to ſpeak more of thoſe paſt Fil 
aſters, he is overwhelmed with the weight of greatneſle , there 
are but few hands which can bear a Sceptcr without vanity, and 
bur tew heads which do not bow under the weight of a Crown. 
'Tis. hard * for a Prince to preſerve his modeſty amidſt his ho- 
nours, and tor him to remember that he is a man, whil'ſt all his 
Subjects endcavour, to perſwade him that he is a God. Great 
humility 1s requiſite ro him, to defend himſelfe from ſuch plea- 


ling flatreries, and the inclination which by reaſon of originall 


{1n, he hath ro vain glory being conſidered; he hath much a- 


cve to reject ſuch hopes as Adam was abuſed withall, even in the 
midſt of his innocency, | 
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Tis much morichard to make uſeof pleaſure thanto makeute of 
pain, and moze Philoſophers are tound ro haye been patient in al- 
flictions, then moderate in pleatures, riches cauſe more diſorder than 
poverty ; and were not men over-rul'd by opinion, want would be 
more ſufferable chan abouncance. Though we be nor ſtoicks, and 
though the fond imaginations of the haughry Philoſophers did af. 
wel give againft reajon as truth, we forbear not to conteſſe with 
them, that ſorrow is to be preferred before joy, and that ir is better 
fora manto ſuffer pain, thento taſt rn ' All his advantages are * **#4#rix be- 
pernitiousto him, the remainders 0 innocency ingage hin in lin, OY 
and hecannot follow Adams tract, withour talling into his preci- 9mnium cums 
pice: thus ought he to {uſpect all his deſires, andall his hopes, the © «7 
good which flatters him, dectives him; what pleaſech him, is facall ny 460m; 
to him; andro cx rclic ina word, the irregularity which fin hath ſ#::. Cic. de 
placedin hisnatiac, we muſt affirm, that he is bound to fear whar *8>**: 
he hopes, and to hope whar he fears, 
For fearabuſeth us a{well as hope, and ſhe is unjuſt, and untaith- 
full when ſhe paints forth evillco us like a Monſter, jt may {uthce us 
to ſuffer it when it hach happened, withour anticipating it by our ap- 
prchenſion. That wiſedome which foreſees an evil, and cannot di 
vert it, ſerves but to haſten jt; and a man had better be {urp1ized by 
a diſaſter,then fear ir long: this is notwithſtanding the uſuall eflect of 
fear; ſhe fore-runs our misfortunes, under pretence of freeing us: 
from them , ſhe indiſcreetly cngageth us in them , and through a 
vain defire of making us more happy, ſhe oft-times makes us more 
miſerable, 'tis thought that ſhe makes upa part of our wiſedome, , ,. . 
that ſhe fore-ſces not an evil ſave onely to prevent it ; that unleſle rn. 
it were for fear of poverty, we thould not heap up riches, that 'tis & preterico - 
fear of war, which makes us raiſe ſtrong holdg and that if it were not —_ gm 
for fear of famine, we ſhould not cultiratethe ground. ym 
But certainly ſhe is vain in her fore-light, *and whoſoever gives 70/mentum me- 
himſelf over to be guided by forunerous a paſſion cannot live happi- OE _ 
ly; weforeſtall ſorrowbetorc it'sbirth, we goto find it out before es | 
it ſeeks us, wearc ingenious in multiplying our misfortunes, we fear 7auwn pre- | 
diſaſters which will never happen ; we becomethe Miniſters of our / maoang 1: 
own puniſhments, and we invent torments with che cruelty of exc- p &.13. 
cutioners never dream'd off: weare more befriended by fortunethan 
by wiſedome, nay even when ſhe hach vowed our undoing, the deals 
more 
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more genily with us, then fear doth. Anevil finds us already ſunk, 
when it {cts upon us, our fear takes from it the halt of it's victory, 
it wonders that ſhe who fights againſt it, ſhould fight under it's co- 
lours, and that whil'ſt ſhe would deſtroy it's power, ſhe eſtabliſheth 
irs Empire: for 'cis true, ſhe paints forth evill more terrible chan tit is: 
ſhe adds fome whar to it's1]-favourednefle, ſhe never repreſents it to 
the life, ſheis of the humour of thoſe who give out no news withour 
cither dilguiſing or augmenting them: ſhe being by nature / melan- 
choily, fancies ever dreadfull viſions to her ſelf, the evill which is 
necreſt ſecmsalwaies moſt dangerous ro her : the attributes much 


to our body, and not conſulting with reaſon, the apprehends all 
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chings that can giveagainſt the ſenſes, the is nor aſtonithed ar thar fin 
which onely hurts the foul, but the Puniſhinent thericot which takes 
down the body doth trighten her. 
Yee this kind of puniſhment is uſefull ro Chriſtians. They arc 
ſooner ſaved by fufferings than by plealures, they muſt change their 
tecling at well as rheir condition, and remembring that they are tal- 
Jen trom the happy ſtate of innocency, they mult no longer pretend 
c0 their paſt teliciry, neither yer complain of their preſent miſery. 
Evils are no longer to be complained of, fince they are become ne- 
ceſlary ; though the name of punithment which they bear with them, 
make them anxious to our ſenſes, yer the name of cure ſhould make 
them plealing to the underſtanding: there is not any one of them 
whereot a man may not make a glonous vertue: if death do not 
makeall men Martyrs, he may make holy victimes of them. Tis a fa- 
vour tom Ge, fince God hath beer pleaſed to become mortall; the 
puniſhmenrs of our fins areturned into reinedies, that which was 
infamous to us by Nature, isin Grace honourable; and we would 
not change condition with Angels, fince not being able to die like 
us, they cznnot ſacrifice their lives to Jeſus Chriſt; the raaladies 
which prepxte us tor death, do exerciſe our patience. The great Apo 
ſticgrounded Jus glory inhis weakneſſes, and not confidering the 
advantages which he had being Maſter of the Gentiles, he onely va- 
lued [15 1nfirm{ries, which madethe power of his delivercr appear. 
Poverty is no more the opprobrie of men, but the glory of Chriſti- 
2ns, the Sonne of | God did conſecrateir both in his birth and death; 
It 15 turned inro an ce; 'ccllent vertie, fince he hath been pleaſed ro 
practice it, though E | C1115 poverty procceded from his guilr 9 moſt 
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Chriſtians become poor thereby to become innocent, profiting by 

their loſſe, they ſatisfiecheir Judge his Juſtice, and revenge them- ,, 7riiniuns 
ſelves of their Enemies hatred. * Faſting is a vertue which we have morscuye re- 
Jearn'tatour own coſt, the barrenneſle of the earth hath raughr us Medium ſalurn, 
abſtinency, we make a ſacrifice of the Monſter hunger, and in the = _ 
puniſhment of our diſobedience, we find a fence for ourchaſtity, As «| coftirar;s. 
evils are profitable torhoſe that ſuffer them, 'ris in vain that we fear A5>"% dc 
them ; As Goods are fatall co thoſe that poſſeſſe them, 'ris withour _ 
reaſon that we wiſh for them. The world hath changed jr's face, 

ſince man hath changed hiscondition; if he will not undo himſelf, 

he muſt fear what he hoped for, and hope tor what he feared. Hee 

ought to be diſmayed ar riches, {ince they may corrupt him; and 
comforted with poverty, finceit may convert him, death ought to be 

more precious to him than lite ; fince it 1s a facrifice ; and he is 

bound to prefer pain before pleaſure, ſince the croſſe of Jeſus Chrill 


was the riſe of his ſalvation. 


The ſecond Diſcourſe. 


That Honoar ts no longer the recompence 
of YVertne. 


Hoſe who will praiſe honour; and perſwade ns thar ſhe, is 
_ thereward of verrue, ſay with Ar:Fborle, that generous min- 

ded men prefer her before life, and thoſethat bereave us of 
her are more injurious to us, and more. unjuſt, than thoſe whobe- 
reave us of ourriches. Princes hazard their perſons and their Eſtates, 
and leaving the ſpoile of theirenemy to their ſouldiers, they reſerve 
unto themſelves onely the glory of having overcome. * Tis the one- 
ly rhing which men carry with them to their graves, 'tis that which © 61oie pro- 
makes men live, after death, that which preſerves their memory in 77757 »orumm 
the world, and which triumphing over years makes their worth be peſſeFie. 
knowntoall poſterity. Vercue would not have charms ſufficient to 
make her ſelt be beloved, were ſhe not accompanied by glory, and 
this auſteer Miſtris would have no ſeryants did the nor omit them 


eternall reputation ; allthe famous a&tions of antiquity had no other 
OI- 


p RR ET 4+ 


: « La OR . 
wa bal. _—mV " 


i, 


OOO 


256 Of the Corruption of 
originall, and it may be ſaid rhat as honour was the end of their La- 
bours, {o vain glory wasthefoul of their vereue, Ambition, which 
fince fin is become naturall unto men, did undoubtedly perſwade 

q Rake bn TATE that glory was che ſhadow of Divinity,and that it was ſhe, who 
ders: £4 dive AILCTING IS CONALTON , would make Temples and. Altars be raiſed 
nw props unto lym atrer his death ; Hethought he mighr by the means or ho- 
a-cea req your. obtein what he could nor do by the ſerpentscounſell, and that 
> relic this f-ichtull companton of vertue would reitore unto him, what his 
er now. fin hath bereft hun off. 

Napne ur this argumentation Is as ſcebleas falie, for honour hath loſt 
her purity, fince man hath loſt his innocency: the 1s dealt abour 
more unjuſtly then riches, ti's a good which depends onely upon 
opinion, which1s as ſoon gotten by vice as by vertue, and which 
ſubliits more by good torcune, than by juſtice, We have feeen yu 
Princes whoſe lives have been buried in oblivion, for having been 
The Ariſtides and the Phecions whoarcethe famouſeſt ornaments of 
of Greece could not vanquiſh oblivion Secrates owes his reputation 
onely to his diſciples eloquence, and had not P/ato recorded his laſt 
words, we ſhould not know how couragiouſly he dyed. 

6 Aliquanto The © world values much more gloriousactions than vertuous ones; 

clgit fama fed Poets and Hiſtorians whoare the Trumpets of Monarchs, tic them- 

= op ml felves moreto Combars than ro counſels, and do much more exalt 

Agticel, © - the detear of enemies, then the Governmenr over ſubjets. Alexan- 

dex wonnemuch more reputation amongſt the Grecrars then did Pe- 
ricles: and Ceſar 15 much more honoured amongſt the Romanes, then 
Cato, The Luſterof great actions dazles the eyes; thoſe which make 
the greateſt noiſe, receive the greateſt praiſes; men never conſider 
good adviceto much as good ſuccefle, nor the reſolution as the e- 
vent. The very Theater whereupon things are acted, ſerves to put 
a valuation upon them, that which was done in Rome made a greatcr 
noilcthen what at Lacedemon, and the world which ſuffers it ſelf 
to be ſurprized by greatnefle, never values vertue or worth unlcſſeir 
be crowned: private ſouldiers do more gallant actions than their 
Captains, but the lowneſſe of their condition ſtifles them, 1:al 
hath produced flayes more nobly mindedthan Cato, and they have 
uttered Maximes which Polititians would have reverenced like Ora- 
| Cles, had they been ſpoken by a Prince 'Tis thought that one of the 
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Scipio's ows all his advantages over the * Carthaginians, to the wile 
advice of Lelius, and the Criticks know very well that Crcero ſtudi- 
cd the purity of language in Terexce,and the grace of expreſſing it up- 
on Roſcius his Theater, but becauſe the one was but a franchiſed 
flave, and cheothera common Player, he onely reaped the glory-of 
rheir labours. 

This unjuſt vanity 1scrept even intoreligion: we ofc-times judge 
of Saints greatneſle, by the eminency of their births, we read the 
life of a Prince with more admirationthenthar of a Peaſanr, and be 
it either that vertue be rarerin Courtsthan incotrages, or that we be 
rather born away with appearances than truths, acommon action in 
the perſon ofa Prince ſeems noble to us. All chings appear great un- 
derneath a Crown: and we are fo accuſtomed to fl..tter Princes, as 
they paſle for goodit they be not bad. Eloquience labours to diſi;uſe 
cheir taults, ſhe gives honourable names con) actions:and the 
thinks that Trathck is nor bale there, where ſhe barters ſmoak and 
wind for Gold. Burthat which makes natures diſorder evidently ap- 
pear, is thac forrunare faults paſſe tor rare vertues, and that men ap= 

ear onely to be famous, for that they have indeed been wicked. 
It Ceſar ' be more eſteemed than Catiline *cis becauſe his deſign 
had betcer ſucceſſe, they were both guilty of the ſame faulc ; both 
had vowed the ruine of their Country; the one offered at ir, bur in 


vain, theother ſuccesfully accomplithr it: the lefſe guilry went for 


a Traitor, and the more taulcy for alegitimate King ; the ones name 
is odious inall hiſtory, the others honourable, yo, moſt Monarchs 
by aſſuming his name ſhew thar chey appyove of his Tyranny. * He 
is the firſt Emperour of Rowe, the gloriouleſt Sceprer of the world 
was the reward of his rrecheryyhislifc ſerves for example toall Con- 
querors, and his uſurpation for excufe to all rheir unjuſt underta- 
kings, Yethe is guilty of Catilines fault, he is not more honoured, 
ſave for that heis moreunjuſt or more fortunate; and he is num- 
bred amongſt the Emperaurs onely, becauſe he did execute whar 
the other did project. If Cicero's eloquence could have ſtayed 


the progreſle ot his ambition, or had he died before he had made 
himſelf Maſter of Reme, his memory would be more odious than 
that of Dionyſirss of Syracuſa, and as all Kings would have been 
ſtyled Pompeys, all Tyrants would have been termed Ceſars: but be- 


cauſe his faults was fortunate, he was honoured, and the man of the 
my | world 
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world that ſtood moſt in need of Apologics,may glory in having all 
hiſtory made his Panygericks, 'Tis true that Ceſar would have had 
reaſon to complain had he been otherwiſe dealt withall ; ſince all 
Nations treat their uſurpets ſo, and reſerveallthar praiſes for thoſe 
that rob thein of their liberty, 

Great faults are the nobleſt vertues; Princes who ſhed moſt 
bloud, receive moſt honour; robbery and murther are rhe ſteps 
whereby Tyrants get into Kings Thrones, people put nor fo great 
a valuation upon thoſe who have defended them, as on thoſe who 
have conquered them, and all things in the world are ſo oi of 
order, as uſurpation in Monarches 1s more glorious than ſuccei- 
fion. Theone is the work of Nature, the other of Fortune; they 
owe their cle&tion to their fubjects love, and are bound for their 
conqueſts torheir ſouldiers valour. Triumph, which was vertues 
higheſt recompence_ amongſt the Romans, was granted onely to 
ſuch as had committed moſt murthers, and ſacke moſt Towns 
renown was not to be purchaſed in that Commonwealth, bur by 
violenceand injuſtice, That which their Hiſtorians calls vitories, 
their enemics terme butchery , what ſerved for a ſpore to the Ro- 
mane Dames, made the widuwes of Carthage weep; and the ſame 
ſucceſſe which made them be reverenced, made them be hated by 


their enemics, Thus triumph, is onely. founded upon faults, com- 
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batesare not made without weapons, nor are victories wonne with- 
out murther, 

This notwithſtanding is the glory of Princes, and the migh- 
tineſſe ® of Conquerours , he who hath fought amongſt Barrails, 
is moſt valiant; he who hath plundered moſt Townes, is moſt 
happy ; and he who hath ruin'd moſt Provinces, is the moſt Au- 
guſt : this madneſle. hath been common among Chriſtian Princes 


| the lawes forbid murther to particular men, and ambition doth 
_ oft wichour reaſon permit Sovereigns to wage. war; 'tis a. piece 


of injuſtice, to enda difference by a duell, and 'tis an heroick. a- 
ction to engage fifty thouſand men ina Bartail, upon a triviall occa- 
lion; faults are fecure becauſe they are accompanied with an abſo- 
lure power; and they are publickly praiſed becauſe they are our of 
the reach of ordinary Juſtice. There remains nothing to adde ido- 
larry tocruelty, bur to render divine honour to theſe illuſtrious guil- 
ty ones, and toraiſe up Altars to thoſe who have ruin'd Kingdoms. 
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The example of Pagans may well authorize this impiety, fot 
they never granted Aporheoſis, or Canonization, bur to ſuch as were 
famous for their faults. The firſt man whom 7taly placed in heaven, 
did ſprinkle the wals of » Rome in it's riſe with his brothers bloud : 
And the firſt Prince to whom this Ro_ changed into a 


Kingdome, did erect Altars, had oppreſſed che libercy thereof: ſince 
Auguſtus his death , Apotheoſis or Canonization , was the recom- 
pence of murther and inceſt, ro become God he muſt ceaſe to be 
man, and muſt foregoal: humane relations, to acquire divine ho- 
nour: The Conſul placed men in heaven, whom they would have 


driven our of the Senate had they not lived under their Tyranny, 


they appointed Prieſts to ſuch as deſerved Hangmen , and Rome 
was ſo accuſtomed to flatter, as ſhe numbred thoſe amonegſt her 
Gods, which ſhe had numbred amongſt her Tyrants. 

Butgrant that honour werejuſtly iſtribured,'tis notwithſtanding 
ſo frail a good, as men would never ſo paſſionately ſeek after ir, had 
not ſincorrupted his nature, and troubled his judgment. For to boot 
thar it is not within us , » and that it is impoſſible ro be happy 
inathing which we poſſeſſenor, it depends uponthe opinion of the 
vulgar, who meddleas well in weighing the merit of men as the 
Stateſ-men doe. This bad Judge is guided more by humour then by 
reaſon; his Intereſt is the rule of ts Judgmentnd theſe baſe pet- 
ſons eſteem nothing honourable bur what is advantagious to them: 
they change with every wind, andastheir minds are agitated with 
hatred, love, anger, or pitty, they praiſe and blame the ſame thing. 
Thus Conquerors are bound to acknowledge, that their reputation 
depends more upan fortune, than victory; and that to be glorious 
it 15 not ſufficient for them ro have overcometheir enemies, unleſle 
by a continuance of good fortune, they win their ſubjedts love. 

I know* 'ris ſaid that glory is never pw till after death, thar 
Kings muſt loſetheirlives to purchaſeeſteem, and that the Palmes 
and Lawrelsof renowu ſerve onely to crown their ſepulchres, but 
I think there are few Conquerors that would purchaſe glory ar ſo 
deer arate, and who would wiſh to dic, that they might receive a 
recompence which is not taſted but inlife: what are they the better 
for praiſes giventhem in Hiſtorie? what redounds to them froma 
vain repiſtation, which cannot get admittance into the other world? 
and how are they advantaged eitherin heaven or in Hell by their 
{epulchres adornments. wo No- 
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Nothing is morefamous in antiq wy then Ceſar, he is almoſt as 


well known throughout the world as Jeſus Chriſt. All Hiſtorians 
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ſpeak of him with Encomiums, all Conquerors endevourto imitate 
him; ana&ion is not Glorious ſave when it doth conform with 
his : Children are rather inſtructed in his life, then in thoſe of the 
Apoſtles or Martyrs, and they know better what he hath done 1n 1- 
zaly, then what the Sonne of God didin Paleſtine , his voyages are 
more admired than Saint Pauls, and his Commentaries are read with 
more contentment, then the Epittles of the great Apoſtle: but whar 
advantage reaps he by our praifes in hell? do's his renown leſſen his 
torments? is he lefle unfortunate , for 'being more honoured.? or is 
he lefſe tormented, for being better known? hath heany preferment 
in hell, whereall things arein confuſion and diſorder : that ambiti- 
ous humour, which could neither ſuffer a ſuperiour, nor yer an es. 

uall, isit ſatisfied with our Panegyricks? and a ſoul which ſuffers 
"4 much puniſhment, canit tindany contentment in thoſe praiſes ? 
ought we not rather to conclude, that his ſhadow is praiſed, and 
his perſon tormented? thar he is ſenfible of his * pains but nor of 
our praiſes 2 and that he is well eſteemed on on earth, and tortered 
in hell? 

Is not Alexander ill rewarded for all his labours?and this lover of 
glory, doth not he repent that he ſo long ſerved this faithleſſe Mi- 
{tris? he over-run the whole world, he was troubled thar his Con- 
queſts ſhould find a ſtop, where the Sun ſtayes his courſe; he would 
havegone further then that glorious conſtellation, and have carried 
lis arms where the Sun did not carry his light: he hath plaid the part 
both ofa private ſouldicr and of a Commander upon a thouſand in- 
counters, and hath hazarded his Eſtate, his Army, and his Perſon, a 
hundred times to win a little reputation ; yet what ofall this remains 
to him in the grave? doth his glory allay his ſufferings? do's the ti- 
tle of prear, rake trom him thename of unhappy? do the Ghoſts of 
his ſoulaiers, or of his enemies tremble ar his preſence, and. he who 
hetaall tic earth in awe, and fience, is he any wayes delighted 
with 11s reputation, or ouraſtoniſhment* his pomp was effaced by 
his death. he ceaſed tro be Alexander when he ceafed ro be man; 
his body 1s icduced ro duſt, his foul burns in hell, and his name 
winch is but a Fantaſme receives the vain praiſes, which Are given 
it, 
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Let us conclude then that a man mult be a fool to imagine that 
honour is the recompence of vertue, and that man never ſought af- 
ter theſe imaginary contentments, till afcer he had loſt thoſe which . 

” were ſolid and reall. Mans honour conſiſts in his duty ; of all the | 
reſtimonies which he receives there are none but thoſe of his conſci- | 
ence, which can ſatistic him: knowing chat vertue depends upon | 
Grace, he gives the glory to him who hath indued him with the | 
ſtrengrh, &he confeſſech that God «crowns his own gifts, when he ©<*" 24uce: | 
crowns our merits. Vainglory was permitted to thePaganswho deticd afro i | 
honour, bur ſhe is forbidden Chriſtians, who hold ambition a crime: 49 ſua. Aug, 
ſhe was permitted unto Pagans, whoſe immortality conſiſted in re- 
nown, bur ſhe is forbidden Chriſtians whoſe felicity conſiſts in be- 
holding God. In fine, earth is the place of deſert, and heaven the a- | 
bode of recompence. God hath reſerved unto himſelf the care of | 
diſpenſing glory tothoſcthar ſerve hum, *cis 4 he who will make the d Tune eric | 
Saints Panygericks and who will crown their vercues: let us nor MM 
intrehchupon his rights, let us give all glory to him, ſince he is the | 
fountain thereof, and let us contefle that man would never have 


been ambitious, if he had always continued innocent. 
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The third Diſcourſe. 


That greatneſſe is attended by flavery and 
vanity. 


Hough fin hathcorrupred mans nature, though it have be- 

l reft him of thoſe glorious advantages which made him walk 
hand in hand with Angels, and hath reduced him to a con- 
dition wherein he is equally grieved with ſhame, and miſery, yer 
hath itnotbeenableto blot out of his ſoul the memory of his great- 
neſſe. For though the world be a place of baniſhment, though all 
Creatures war againſt him, and that the {ſeaſons are become irregu- 
lar onely to make him ſuffer, he norwirhſtanding {eeks for Paratice 
upon the carth, andamidſtall his mifchiefs, he continues a defire of 
happineſſe. Though ignor1nce bethe puniſhment of his fih, though 
his blindneſſe continucall his lite time, and thar the darknefſe which 


clouds his underſtanding, ſuffers him nor to diſcern berween vice, 
y a 


and 
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miſſion which they finde in their Dominions, makes them believe 
they are abſolute: the blinde reſpect which 1s rendred to their de- 
orce, makes them forget the raileries of their birth: flattery inſi- 
nuates her ſelfe eaſily into them, unlefle chey bearmed with reaſon, 
to withſtand her, and theſe pleaſing falſhoods baniſh away truth. 
In ſo highapitchof fortune, where nothing is wanting to compleat 
the felicity of their ſenſes; their ſoule is weakned, and being char- 
med by falſe praiſes, they believe what they defire. They imagine 
that death dares nor aſſfile a Monarch which the world and in 
awe of, and whom fortune 1everenceth: They makea God-head 
of their greatneſle; they deſpiſe ſuch honours as are not divine; 


and though ſickneſſes which advertiſe rhem of their weakneſlſe, 


aflu:rechem of their deaths; they hope for an un-exampled miracle, 
and perſwade themſelves that immortality isa favour wherewith 
heaven will honour their merit : The guards which watch abour 
their Palaces, might eaſily cure them of this errour ; did not fAlat- 
trery which makes them as ſtupid, as inſolear, bereave them both of 
their judgement, and modeſty: the conſpiracies whichare made a- 
gainſt their perſons, the parties which arc packt intheir Territories, 
the cunning which is uſed to corrupt their ſubje&s loyalty, are rea- 
ſons good enough ro abatetheir pride; and to deſtroy that foolith 
confidence which feeds their vanity. 5 Burt without going fo far 
for remedies for their evils, their onely greatneſle js able to cure 
them; whenif they would conſider the condition whereinto fin 
hath reduced Monarchs, they would confefle thar the power which 
waites upon them is but weak, and dangerous, full of anxicty, and 
mixt with ſervitude. | 

Though God will ſuffer us to ſhare with him in his perfe&tions, 
though he permit that our yertues be a ſhadow of his divine attri- 
bures, that our condition be ſuch as we may imitate them ; and 
though a man be not rationall unleſſe he endeavour toexprefle in 
his ſouleanimage of divinity, yet amongſt that number of pertechi- 
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ons which we adore in God, ſome ſeem to be advantagious to . 


us, other ſome prejudiciall. Ir is lawfull for all men to aſpire to ho- 
lineſſe, and let us give what ever reins we pleaſe to this paſſion, it 
can never becriminall, Every one may ſafely imitate mercy, when, 
according to Gods example our benefits extend unto the good, and 


totheevill; to Turks, and Chriſtians; and when without making 
any 
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Of the Corruption of 
any diſtinction of perlons, we do equally oblige the innocent, and 
the faulry,, a vertue is not to be blamed which hath God for it's 
example; in the religion which we profeſſe a man cannot havetoo 
much charity, © the perfection whereof conſiſts in exceſle, and he 
who 1s molt charitable, is undoubredly the moſt perte&t Chriſtian, 
Bur there are {ome other attributes in Gotl which one nor can, 
nor ought to imitate, ſave with an humble reſervedneſle., it is dan- 
gerous to wiſh for knowledge; and as our firſt fatherloſt himſelfe 
oncly out of a dcfire of being too knowing, the defirethereof is 
ofr-times {infull, andthe ſecking afteritalways dangerous. Beauty 
is one of rhe exccllenteſt pertections which religion acknowledg- 
cth in God, 'tis the chicte obje& of our beatitude; and were not 
God as beautifull as he is good, he would nor be the deſire, and 
the happineſle of all rationallcreatures: i yet we cannot ſeck after 
the poſſeſſion of this advantage without danger; in women pride 
accompanies beauty , chaſtiry and ſhe, are not upon good tearms, 
and 'tis a kinde of prodigy, when a woman 1s as chafte, as fair, 
Greatneſle and power are two of Gods Attributes, which merit c- 
quall honour, each of them inſpires fear into the ſouleof the crea- 
ure; 1f they be raviſht with his goodneſle, his Majeſty aſtoniſheth 
them ; and if his beauty oblige them to love him, his power en- 
forceth themto reverence him. Thus dividing themſelves between 
reſpect and love, they love him as their Father, and adore him as 
rheir Sovereign : k yet this perfection which preſerves the honour 
of God amongſt men, cannot without danger be wiſhed for ; who 
preſcribes not bounds to the defire thereof falls eaſily into errour ; 
and he who pretends to his greatneſſe who hath no equall, cannot | 
avoid his juſt anger. LZucifers undoing was for that he wouldreign 
in heaven, it pride was his fin, greatneſle was the object thereot; 
and it thar glorious Angell be now a devill, *tis becauſe his ambi- 
ton made him wiſh himſelfe a God. The cauſe of his diſaſter, is 
ott-times the cauſe of ours, that which drove him from heaven, 
baniiht Adam out of Paradiſe ; this children of the unforrunate fa- 
ther, miſtaking his taulr, bear his puniſhment, and finde by expe- 
rience, that of all worldly conditions, the moſt glorious is moſt 
dangerous, andthe moſt abſolute, is moſt taulry. Ir is more ſateto 
obey, than tro command, and let Kings be never ſo godly in their 
Thrones, they run more hazard in their welfare then their ſubjes 
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do; the higher they be raiſed up by greataeſſe, the more are they 
threerened by vanity ; that which draws them neerer God, keeps 
them the farther from him ; and the ſame Majeſty which makes 
them his images, makes them oft-times his enemies. | 
This condition placerh Kings upon the brink ofa precipice, ! the 
higher it is, the more dangerous is it, and like the higheſt moun- 
tains is Aways expoſed ro ſtorms: ſo great is the danger which doth 
accompany 1t, as it may be doubred,whether a Scepter be nor aſwell 
the puniſhment of Gods jultice, as the favour of his mercy. The firſt 
King of Iſrael was 3 reprobate, his cletion which was ſomewhat 
miraculous freed him not from fin, neither could the prayers of a 
Prophet appeaſe Gods anger: his faulr at firſt was but impatience, 
and inthe progreſle thereof, but a ſlight enterprizeupon the-prieſtly 
office. The preſence of his enemics whereby he was obliged to fight, 
mighr ſerve him for an excuſe , and the laws of war, which will 
have aman make uſe of advantages, was a reaſon of ſtate, which 
might have ſhelrred him inthe opinion of Politicians. Yet this faulr 
which had fo fair an appearance, was puniſhed by the routing of his 
army, he found death, when he ſought for glory , and the ſame 
mountain which was the pitcher field wherein he ſet npon his ene- 
mies, was the ſcaffold whereon he was puniſhed by Divine Ju- 
ſice, 

Poets who never read our ſcripture, judged arighr, that Crowns 
werenot always ſet upon the moſt inaocent heads , and thar king- 
doms wereoftner the puniſhment of {in than the reward of vertue, 
Focaſts made uſe of this reaſon to divert Polinices from the war 
which he undertook againſt Freocles, ſhe aſſured him, that withour 
rroubling himſelf with fighting, he ſhould be ſufficiently revenged 
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of a reigning brother , " for that a kingdome was a ſevere puniſh- Me! —_ 
ment, and that of all hisanceſtorsthere was not any Sovercign who {'ve grazer, 


had nqrt been unforcunate, ; 

Thovughthis Maxime be not always true in Chriſtianity , and 
that there have been Kings, whoſe Thrones have ſerved them for 
ſteps tomount upto heaven by, 'tis alwaies very dangerous to be 
raiſedto a condition which permitsthem to doe what they pleaſe, 
and with not bereaving them of their paſſions unrulineſle, affords 
them meansof ſatisfying them: For in this ſupreamauthority, which 
hath no arbitrator, nor cenſurer, they can do what they will, their 

M m Power 
N 


regwabit. $cncc 
n [ hebaid, 


n Nihile? pe- 
11: ulofics hom- 
niimuto quam 
#14 [9Je. 


© Vihil eſt quod 
' ah Imperatcr - 
bus emendari 
nox queat, nec 
ullym piecalus! 
elt quod wires 
eorum ſurcrtt, 
e* juidquid 
ve miltunt, fa 
cerevideni ur. 
N:.ccias. 


256 Of the Corruptionof 


power meets withno reſiſtance, all their councellors are their flayes, 
and cither flatttery or fear makesall men praiſe their injuſtice, « or 
bear with their violence: ifthey be unchaſt, 'tis not ſafe to be chait 
in their dominjons. All womenare not couragtous enough to expoſe 
theirlivesto {ave their honour: thoſe who have worth enough to re- 
filt the vain dilcourſes of men, have not ſtrength ſufficient ro with- 
itand a Princes promiſes, and there are but very few who will not ha- 
zard thcir chaſtity to triumph overtheliberty of a Monarch. If they 
begreedy they will inda thouſand pretences to enrich themſelves 
it their lubjects coſts, andeo fill their coters with the ſpoyles of 
Otphans and Widows, If they be cruellthey will find fitting Mi- 
niſters tor cheir fury: glorious names aregiven unto their faults, all 
theirrevenges paſſe foracts of juſtice ; they are rermed the Fathers 
ot the people, whenthey waſhcheir hands 1n their ſubjects bloud ; 
theirangeris animated by ſervile praile, and their cruelty incou- 
raged by approbation:; ſo as Kings have no greater enemies to their 
welfarerhen this uncurbed licentiouſneſſe which accompanicth their 
grearneſſe, and thar abſolute power which furniſherh them with 


' tneans to executeall their deſigns. 


But fay they were lefſe irregularand grant that reaſon aſſiſted by 
Grace ſhould keep them from abuſing their Sovereign Authority, 
they would not be exempt from fears, and dangers. For as theyare 
the heads of their People, they are an{werable for their faults, they 
commit all the evilw* they do not hinder, 8 thoſe publike diſorders. 
wherewithallthe world is ſcandalized, are the particular fins of So- 
vereizns, When they examinetheir conſcience, they are bound to re- 
new their ſtare, roconfider whether juſtice be exerciſed in all cheir 
hightribunals,wherther the governors of Provinces do not abuſe their 


power, whetherthe nobility inthe Countrey do not trample upon 


the poor ſort ofcountrey pcople,and whether the Judges ſufferthem- 
telves not tobe terrified by threats, or corrupted by promiſes, they 
ought to accuſe themſelves ofall ſuch faults as grow infolent tho- 
row impunity, and make their kingdomes diſorders the chief article 
of theirconfefſion. How great is this obligation , how danzerous is 
this condition, and what hazardis there in making good a dignity, 
wherein Innocency becomesguilty, where though exempt from lin, 
Onc is not excimprt from tear, and where toacquir himſelf of his du- 
ty, 4mMan muſtco the quality of an honeſt uprigizt man adde the: 
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quality of a good Sovereign. Inthe ſtate of innocency, the world 


had had no kings, or kings would have had no trouble, for paſſion | 


not having yet rebel'd againſFreafon , every one might have gover- 
ned himſelf without any danger, and all men might have obeyed 
without repugnancy : the willot the ſubject would always have been 
contormableto thar of their King, and Kings would have exacted 
nothing from their ſubjects, which ſhould not have been borh prott- 
table and pleaſing to them : in this happy ſeafon crowns would not 
have been environed with thorns, and the curfethundrec out againſt 


p Ars artum 


the carth, would nor have fallen upon the heads of Kings, t ther® re;crearimes 


would have been no difficulty in the artof reigning, and the ſtate be- 
11gan image of man; the oneand the other would have found rett 
in his innocency. But now that menare become unruly, the art ot 
governing them is become equally difftcult,and dangerovs the ſub- 
jets faults becomes the Kings , and the Kings fault becomes the 
ſubjects puniſhment: thus the oneand the other of themare murually 
milcrable, and the moſt powertull is athvays the molt faulty, 

If royalty meer with danger, labour is inſeparable from ir, and 
glory is therein fo ___ with pain, as government ceaſcth ro be 
glorious, when itis cafte. Kings command over free men who do not 
engagethemſelvesin ſubmiſhon, ſave onely that they hope there to 
find happinefle: this is a thing which heightens the greatneſle of 
Monarchs, bur ir adds unto theircares, and unleflerhey will loſe the 
title of kings, and purchaſerhe name of Tyrants, they mult guvern 
themſelves ſo wiſely, as preſerving theirauthority, they do not in- 
jure their ſubjects liberty. 4 Thisis a temper fo hard ro be mer with- 
all, as moſt Princes arecicher roo indulgent or too ſevere, {ome tre:t 
their {ubjecslike ſavage beaſts, and ſeem rather to govera Lyors, 
than men; others deal with them as with Children, and racher dit- 
charge the duty ofa Pedagogue then of a king, others creat chem 
like faves, changing their kingdome intoa gally, and foregoing rhe 
quality ofa king to aſſume that of a Captain of a Gally. Others 
treatthem like rebels, and confounding Monarchy with Tyranny, 
have no other law than their will, nor ocher means to make rhem 
beobeyed then tormeats, and puniſhments, bur Leziuimate kings 
deal withthemaas with free people, interefſing thetaſetves in their 
Good,and ſtudying to win their hearts without iarrenching upon 
their liberties, 
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This is for certain the moſt innocent and moſt honourable 
of treating, * bur iris alſo the hardeſt for ro arrive at this, Kings 
muſt watch whil'ſt we ſleep; they muſt forelee the evils which 
threaten us, repulſe thoſe wherewith we are »ffailed, and conſul- 
ting with hiſtory, muſt Jean by what is paſt howto prevent miſ- 
chiefs to come; if any thing of diſaſter befall, cheir govern- 
ment 15 blamed if the ectelſe of war be bad, their courage is ac- 
cuſed; and as it nature depended on their will, famine and peſti- 
lence are imputed to their ill government, The 1nd:ans admit of 


dicavit fibi ri-ang King, who doth not oblige himifelte by oath, ro overcome all 
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the enemies of the State, ro governall ſeaſons, and to warrant the 
ſubje& againſt the injuries of the weather. Though there be as 
much injuſtice inexaQting this promile, as inſokency in making it, 


yer doth it proceed from a generall beliefe which all men have, 


that Princes ought to labour for the welfare of the Common- 
weale, to ſecure the quiet of their dominions, and to endeavour 
their ſubjects happineſle ; what. is there more- painfull, or more 
t:oubleſome, thento appeaſe the anger of heaven, to conjure down 
rempeſts, to fight, and be victorious, and to order things ſo right, 
as thata man do not ruine his ſubjects, by overcoming his enemies ? 
Bur I marvaile not that greatneſle be laborious , fince 'tis ſer- 
vile; © andthat Kings cnjoy lefſe liberty than their ſubjets. For 
ſince {fin hathenflaved man, there is no free condition to be found 
onearth, ſervitude ſucceeded innocency;-and to be ſure to com- 
mand, a man muſt neceſſarily obey : great fortunes arc famous cap- 
tivities, though their ſplendour dazle us, their miſeries are eafily ob- 
{erved,and though their chains ſeem more glorious, as being made 
diamonds, yer arethey as hard, and as heavy asothers. Princes dare 
not travell, chey are confin'd within their Kingdoms as in a priſon, 


| their viſ1:s would cauſe jealouſics-in their Allies, ſhould they be ac- 
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companicd wich gun preparations,.and they: would injure their 
own greatneſſe, ſhould they be done withour ceremony: They - 
mult keep.wichin their own Towns, muſt not viſit their Frontires, 
except in Arms; nor ſec forreign Countries, unleſſe in Maps , *and 
it they go out of their Countrey, they muſt be reſolved to fight: 
All cheir Murches give Alarmes to their neighbours, when they 
think upona journey, every one prepares for war, and 'tis imagin- 
ca they would calargerheir priſon, when they enter intoanothers 

Terti- 


/ 
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Territories: Theſe famous Captives are fo jealous of their Gives, 
asa man cannot break them wichour becoming their enemy, and 
they are ſo in love with them, as they eſteem an endeavouring to 
ſet them ar liberty, is to eatrench upon their power : their grear- 
neſſe, wherein rhe beſt parc of their ſervitude conſiſts, obligerh 
them to have always Guards about their perſons , they can do no- 
thing but chey muſt have a thouſand witneſles, all their ſecrets are 
publique, they are beſieged in their Cloſers; croud, and noiſe, 
trouble the content of their ſolicarineſſe; thoſe who keep off the 
croud, preſſe uponthem, and thoſe who defend them, do beſiege 
them; Thoſe Sentinels who watch at the avenues to their Palla- 
ces, areas well a marke of their captivity, as of their greatneſle ; 
and he who were not acquainted with the Courr, would doubt whe- 
ther he thatis with ſo much care guarded, werea priſoncr, or a King. 
Amongſt ſo many ſlaves , they have never a boſoine friend: 
their greatnefſe which cannot ſuffer an equall, « cannot admit of a 
friend: they caſte not thoſe honeſt contenements which accompa- 
ny friendſhip, all that come near chem are either [ves or flurerers, 
who tell them nothing but pleaſing falſhoods: Truchis baniſhed 
from our their Palaces; if they raiſe up any one, they are always 
jealous of him 3 they eavy their own workmanthip, they un-make 
what they had made, either to witneſſe their power, or to content 
their jealouſies ; * and knowing tharall things arecommoa amongit 
fnends, they will not reliſha happineſſe, which obligech them to 
dividetheir power of State. Marriage which is the ſtraighteſt tic 
of all friendthip, doch not abare the irkſomneſſe of their folicari- 
neſſe, for they cake their wives, but chooſe then not , they marry 
for intereſt, not for inclination , they haveleaſt of freedom, where- 
in they ought ro have moſt, and have more reſpect to the welfare 
of their Terricories, then to their owa contentment; the welfare 
of their ſubjects is the end of all their labours, and narure hath 
hiddea reall ſervitude, under an appearing greatneſſe; They co:n - 
mand over men, for mens advantuge; they are rather Arbitrg- 
to-1rs, than Sove.eign Lords , rather Fathers, than Maſters; and 
rather Tutours,. than Sovereigns; they are Pilots' which ought tg 
avoid ſtorins, Chicfcains which ought to fight, Suns which ought 
to diffipace darkneſle, and diſpence abroad heat and light : they 


arc Fathers which ought to govern their Kingdoms as their Fami- 
hes, 
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lies, and their ſubjectsas rnheir children: whatſoever exceeds this 
power, leans tOWarcs injuſtice, and all Princes who mind more their 
ownrenown then their peoples good, delerve rather ? the name of 
Conguerots then SOVEreigns: good Kings terve thoſc over whom 
they commund, they do not mount their thrones to much to cauſe 
fear, as to purciuaſe love ; and if chey will perform their duties they 
mult not rcivnover their fubje4s our of an ambitious defire of com- 
manding overthein, but our ofa charitable deltreof being advanta- 
C10Us to them. OE | | 

If they aave any other motive for what they do, they fall jnro a- 
nother lort of ſervitude, and becomning Tyrants to their people, 
they become flavesto their paſiions, turasjult men are free amullt 
ferrets, wicked mca aretlaves though on throns, and theſc who are 
ſo famouſly faulty have as maay Maiters whuch <mmand them, as 
they poſleiſe paſſions. Thus grearneſle beir Izivtull, or unlawfull, is 
always waiced on by ſervitude, and the greateſt Monarchies of the 
world cannot ſhunthe loſle of their liberty, whether the end of their 
labours be the good of their Territories, or their own rehown. Ir is 
true that their conditions areas different, as their deſigns, for ſome 
find their own welfare roconfiſt in that of their ſubjects, and others 
find their loſſe in that of their ſtate, the one acquires honour by 
diſpiſing it, others loſe it, by fecking after it, the one cſtabliſheth his 
authority by — it, and the other deſtroy it whilſt they would 
eſtabliſh ic, bur they all learn by experience, rhar fince the ſin of A- 


dam chereis no liberty without ſervitude, nor Greatneſſe without 
dependency. : 


 ———— 


— 
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The fourth Diſcourſe. 


That the birth and cruelty of War derives 


from ſin, 


Ar is ofas longa ſtanding inthe world as fin, this daugh- 
cer was born together with her Father, and contrary to 
| the laws of Nature ſhe puniſheth him that begor * her ; 
tor as loonas man was fallen from tnaocency, and that originall righ- 


reouineſle 
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body, 
other, 
mſelf, 

- gi reaſon 
inder his laws, and to ſubmit the inclinations of the underſtanding ro 
the motions of Concupiſcence . This inteſtine -war cauſed forreign 


reouſneſſe, which compoſed the differences of the ſoul and 
had forſaken him;theſe two parries declare war againſt one an 
the ſlave rebel'd againſt his Sovereign, and became a rebell hi 
' topuniſh his Sovereigns rebellion, hee undertook to reduce 


diſcords ; when man became once divided in his perſon, 'diviſions 4- 
roſe in his ſtate, and at the ſame time that his ſoul and body gave 0- 
ver their good intelligence, all his 2 ſubje&s revolted, every element 
ſer upon him to revengeit ſelf, and che conſpiracy was fo generall, 
as this unfortunate Sovereign ſaw not any one part of his ſtate 
wherein he had not enemies ro fight withall, and rebels to ſub- 


Before that Heaven afforded him ſome means to reduce them to 
theirduties, he ſuffered unexpreſſible miſery, and rodraw an 1deaof 
his diſaſter, we muſt ſet forth a man expoſed ro the rigour of the 
air, without cloaths ; one perſecuted by the elements, who had no 
houſe, one ſtarved with hunger, who could not cultivate the earthy 
one fought withall by his paiſfions, who had no vertues to diſcover 
them, one com poſed of difagreeing parts, who had no power to re- 
reconcile them: ſuch a one was Adam, when he was driven out of the 
earthly Paradiſe ; al} his fubje&s became his enemies, every cle- 
men to offend him, grew unruly, the ſeaſons mingled chemfelves 
diſorderly topunith him ; and beaſts which were nor as then wild, 
changed their Narure to perfecute him. 

This unfortunate Sovercign was fain troarm himſelt in his own 
defence  * neceffity taught imo cut out cloaths to ſave himſelf 
from the.cold, to build Cabins wherein he might keep dry not- 
withſtanding theinjuriouſneſſe of the weather, to plough the earth, 
to overcome her ſterility, ro make arrows, or 
birds, and rame ſavage beaſts: he taught the horſe t 


ſpread nets to tzke 
0 manage, and 


forced thenobleſt of creazuresto endure the bit and ſpur; he broughe 
oxen under theyoake, forged buls to change their fury into friend- 
ſhip, and ro foregothe forreſt to live in paſtures ;. he wilely mixed 
art with force, and that he mightleſſen the number of his enemies, 
he endevoured to dividethem ; he made uſe of thoſe that he had re- 
clained, againt thoſe which did reſiſt him, and by an admirable 
addre[s hechaſed ftags with horſes, purſued wolves with dogs, 
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272 f the Corruption of 
flew at partridges with Faulcons, and Goſs haulks. Thus did this 


Sovereign beat back force by violence, and .reduced: his ſubjeRs-ro 
their duty, by the aidof neceſſity. 


This war was juſt, becauſe neceſſary ; ſelfe preſervation was his 


© Tuftum bet. Excule, © and if the beaſts were not too blame in ſetting upona man, 
tum quibune- Who had revolted againſt God, man was not unjuſt in defending 


ceſarivn, pit himſelf againſt choſe ſubjets which would have oppreſſed him: Na- 


_ 5p pt rure rug: him that he might commit murther,without commitrtin 


ms ſpes relin fin: and that in the ſtate of ſin he might flay the innocent to feed 
quiur- Liviu himſelf.” This permiſſion did notwithſtanding inſpire cruelty inſenſi- 
bly into him , by killing beaſts, he learnt ro kill men; theſe his firſt 

Trials made bim Maſter of his arr, fo as paſſing through all the 

, degrees of injuſtice, afterhaving — 
wi parricide. For when he faw that the death of one man had 

drawn upon him the hatred of all choſe that belonged unto him, he 

ſought Ki ſome to fide with him, he engaged all his friends.in his 

quarrell: then did men forge weapons to undo themſelves, they 

who had only purſued their ſubjects, purſued thoſe that were like 
themſelves; And arrows which were only dipt in the bloud of 


beaſts, were ſtained with mans bloud, rhe Chieftaines of parties, 


choſe our pitcht fields to end their differences, they encouraged 
age am wl their ſouldicrs ro the combare, they madethem hope for the ſpoil 
reread arme, Of the enemy, and perſwaded them that revengeand murther were 
cum locum 2- olorious actions. 


vn, Aj This cruell opinion ſpread ir ſelfe over the whole world, the 
reft juſtuis. trade of war grew honourable, and the name of murtherer was 
Caſſiodo!'. changedinto that of ſouldicr, ambition increaſing with time, eve- 
bb. 3 EP: ty one thought that greatneſſe conſiſted in injuſtice, that he who 

had committed moſt murthers, was moſt couragious z and that he 

who had overcome moſt Nations, plundered moſt Towns, and 0+ 

ver-run moſt Provinces, was the moſt famous Conquerour. When 
© 4rma mon Once this crrour grew to be a maxime, * all diſorderly unquiet ſpi- 
ſervent modum Tits entrencht upon their neighbours ; every Prince woul enlarge 
ner tompera his bounds; men began ro place right in might, ro confound uſur- 
Feet #8; ou with poſſeſſion, and to think thar every thing belonged to 
enſix ive : bel him that could make himſelfe Maſter thereof, War was made upon 


deleft craror. forrejgn Nations ; no other pretext bur ambition was ſought for, 
in Rcrcul tu- 


a and all {uch as would not be ſubje&stoa Prince, became his enemies. 
Though 


murther, he commit- 
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Though we have as many ptoofes 'of the Corriiprion of our: na- 
ture; as: we-have. inclinanons :i0” aur: foule, -yer'we muſt conteſſe 
there's noue moreſtrongthben that whichanextream defire ro wage 
war,dothfurniſh us withall:for fury bath —_ aded us, that it was 
che moſt gloriousemploymentthat mig hear Conquerors 
ipokenot withireſpedt;we nad tte aaepatieN a eeden 
their InjuſticeHeroick actions; :Eloquencecannot find Gitiexpreſli- 
ons noble enqugh So ptge Ambion. Hiſtotijans thinkthem- 
ſelves happy. a Prince his lite who: hath: drowned 

the. fields wit , and; who:like- thunder; hath-born 
down 1s ih bo hd his wakinte; Wegiwerthe ticle-of: grand 
t9thoſe:who; ave uopeapled ithe-world, wh: hn unto/bur 
| Kingscheexampleof tuch who have ruined their ubjes. ro:over- 
cOMecaien neighbours wefoment their awbition, by the praiſe we 
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flew at partridges with Faulcons, and Goſs haulks. Thus did this 
Sovereign beat back force by violence, and reduced his ſubjeRs:to 
their duty, by the aid of neceſſity. F 

This war was juſt, becauſe neceſſary ; ſelfe preſervation was his 
excuſe, © and if the beaſts were not too blame in ſetting upona man, 
who had revolted againſt God, man was not unjuſt in defending 
himſelf againſt choſe ſubjets which would have oppreſled him : Na- 
ture taught him that he might commit murther, without committing 
ſin: and that in the ſtare of ſin he might flay the innocent to feed 


q2aur. Liviu himſelf. This permiiſion did notwithſtanding inſpire _ inſenſt- 
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bly into him , by killing beaſts, he learnt ro kill men; theſe his firſt 
Trials made him Maſter of lus art, fo as paſſing through all the 
degrees of injuſtice, afrerhaving commirted murther, he commit- 
red parricide. For when he faw that the death of one man had 
drawn upon him the hatred of all choſe that belonged unto him, he 
ſought tor ſome to {1de with him, he engaged all his friends in his 


quarrel]: then did men forge weapons to undo themſelves, they 


who had only purſued their ſubjects, purſued thoſe that were like 
themſelves; And arrows which were only dipt in the bloud of 
beaſts, were ſtained with mans bloud ; rhe Chieftaines of parties, 
choſe our pitcht fields to end their differences, they encouraged 
their ſouldiers to the combare, ' they madethem hope for the ſpoil 
of the enemy, and perſiwaded them that revengeand murther were 
olorious actions. 

This cruell opinion ſpread ir ſelfe over the whole world, the 
trade of war grew honourable, and the name of murtherer was 
changed into that of ſouldier; ambirion increaſing with time, eve- 
ry one thought that greatnefle conſiſted in injuſtice, that he who 


had committed moſt murthers, was moſt couragious ; and that he 


who had overcome moſt Nations, plundered moſt Towns, and 0- 
ver-run moſt Provinces, was the moſt famous Conquerour. When 
once this errour grew to be a maxime, *© all diſorderly unquiet ſpi- 
rirs entrencht upon their neighbours ; every Prince would enlarge 
his bounds; men began co place right in might, ro confound uſur- 
pation with poſſeſſion, and to think that every thing belonged, to 
him that could make himſelte Maſter thereof, War was made upon 
forreign Nations ; no other pretext bur ambition was ſoughe for, 
and all ſuch as would not be ſubjestoa Prince, became his enemies. 


Though 
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Though we have as many proofes 'of the corruption of our na- 


eure, as we have. inclinations in our ſoule, yer we muſt contefle 


there is noac more ſtrong then that which an extream defire ro wage 


war,doth furniſh us withall: for fury bath perſwaded us, that it was 


the moſt —_— employment that might be, we hear Conquerors 


ipokeno 


with reſpect, we read their higbts whadmiration,werearm 


their Injuſtice He roick actions, Eloquencecannot find ouit 'expreſſi- 
ons noble enough ro honouttheir Ambition, Hiſtorians think chem- 
{elves happy when they write a Prince his lite who hath drowned 
the fields with humane bloud , and who like thunder hath: born 
down hat ever withſtood his violence; We gave the title of grand 


to thoſe who bave unpeopled the-world, we pr 


und unto our 


Kingsthe example of ſuch who have ruined their ſubjects ro over- 
comerheir-neighbours.; we foment their ambution, by the praiſe we 
give uſbrpers:we tnſenſibly:perſwacerhern, that Juſtice is bur the 
vertue of privatemen: and that Sovereigns who have no Jaw but 
their xill,.ought. to ſeck' for no other right , or title than Vio- 


lence. 


There is nothing niore horrible then war, fin is the cauſe thereof, 


ard this wick 
lim thin chis 


Fatherproducerh nothing which more reſembles 
er. Injuſtice andambitionarethe officers which 


do guideit, Fury and Cruelcythe Serjeants which do accompany it, 
and it's exploytsare plunder, murther, violence, and burning, it car- 
ries tErrour and dread intoall parts: where it comes, changeth fieles 
into deſarts, townsinto ſolitary places, and Kingdomes int& Tyran- 
nies, it mingles:childrens rears with? rhetr Fachers bloud, bereaves 
women of their honour, and their husbands of their Liberties, rai- 


ſerhit's. Trophies 


on: the ruine of Cities, or upon mounteins of 


dead men,it grounds it's Triumphs upon-the undoing of kingdoms, 
and draws ir's prailes from; the:cries and complaints of Captiyes, 
Yer 'ſinobligerh us to value it, and though we do experiment the 


numbcrthe:viRorieswhich we have- wonne over our enemies, we 


look upon:thenumberof the dead, and prifoners with delight, the 
pillaging of cowns andraki 


of places'ſarisfies our vanity, and.as 


if paſhon had made us loſe all humane rcſentments, we never think 
that our victory is our brethrens undoing, that our rejoycing draws 


rears from the eyes of Orphansand widows, hoſe Fathers and hus- 
Non bands 


f Gon cum 
gente collads- 
ERY , YEguurt 
cum regns, 


Cbriflianus cum 


Chrifliano, <> 


rigour thereof, we.cannotchuſe but approve of it's diſorders. We /#* 14 29plas; 


han laudiby, 
quique princy- 
Pies ultro ſurens 
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bands we have flain: chathell is filled with ſouldicrs, whileſt the 
world is unpeopled of Chriſtians, and that theſe advantages which 
make us inſolent, coſt innocenes theirlives, make free men priſoners, 
and-wealthie men miſerable. : | 
Thoſe who ſce thediſaſters cauſed by war, imagine the cauſe there- 
of oughe to be very conſiderable, and that Princes break not with 
their neighbours or allics uninforced by powerfull reaſons, yer are 
the motives thereof, oft times ridiculous what cauſcth a. ſuite ar 
law between two private men, begers aquarrell berween ewo Prin- 
ces, what puts a diviſion between two families, puts a difference be- 
tween two ſtates, and that which is the' undoing of two parties 
who-go to law together, doth oft-rimes runerwo Nations, which 
wage war together, anapple wasthe chief cauſe of the burning of 
Troy, the raviſhing of Helen was but the occahon,y Poets who hi 
Truths underfables, would haverhe famouſcſt fiege inall the world 
_ thould beundertaken torevenge the Jealouſic of xg wa wamen ; and 
Ge ef {at chegreareſt Kmpirc of Aſis,s ſhould beruined tg,puniſha ſhey- 
judiium Pari- heards judgment. 
die: ſreceque Ambition whichdelightsin rexcnells, hah ap aniier nor no more 
V7:1/mne worthy motions; Greece complained nolonger of Perfawhen Alex- 
avder (cr upop her; nothingcan makethis Conqueror carry fire and 
 andſivordinto hisneighbourscountry, fave a vain defi to reign ; 


and-who ſhould haveasked him the motive of: {o. unjuſt and raſh'a 
defign, maſt haye found it & haye been his yain 


The 
monwealth of Rome was atthe height of herprofperity,when 

reſolved to change her into a Monarchy,,/Pa: ele. 

him onely for a pretenceto execute his enterpnze; for though: his- 

ſonne jn laws cxploics hadeauſed no-Jealouties in him, and char he 
h In leedibus had not been incouragedeothar , bychecxamples of Marius 
Cxaripeſait and Scilla, his ambition was of it ſelf ſufficient eo cauſe chis deſire in 
$i mepwnin. 16m: his infolenc mind could. endure no. equals, his citizens. if chey 
prriom exerci- Will be his friends muſt be his ſlaves, all whatſoever grearne(le. muſt 
—— bow to hi , left chey cauſehis:indi nnjipny nets yroplc -muſt. 
ein ej. receive aſhainefull peace; if they-willnorſuffers dircfoll war. 1 am 
teſtere poreſt u« further of.,opinion,, *. that this Monſter-nurlt up ia butchery and 
mſn £2; bioud, would have made enemies, ifhehad found none z} that afecr 
exree, Avg, lib, Having vext the Romanes, he would Pnyoned;the Parthians, 
& Civit.c.12. andiha paſſing fromonc Country eoan 


ie would have diſ- 
peopled: 
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peopled all —_— & ruined all Kings. The wars of our Ance- 
ſtours have had no Juſt cr pretences z e which our Hiſtorjcs ring 
moſt of, have had bat weak motives; the jealoufie of rwo Fami- 
lies have oft-rimes endangeredthe Kingdom; ewo Fayounites have 
oft -times uſed thieir Maſters Militia, toend their own differences 
hundredthouſand men have intcreſſed themſelvesi inthe fight, not 
knowing the'bccafionthereof. 
Bur cerrainly it'muſt be confeſt if wars have ſmall cauſes, they 
produce ſtrange cffes; ' *and thar thoſe which we tearm civill, ex» © S«nnun 
ceedall others in crueky: for men make profeſſion to violate all rekefc 
the laws of nature; ndas if every ſouldier were of his Generals mar, Luan, 
humour, he believes that his ncareſt kindred are his greateſt ene- 
mics ; hedips his hands in his own bloud to aſſure his Caprain - 
his fidelity; his ambirion makes him"loſfe all ſenſe of humani 
_ hewodl think baſs by ſhould betray his duty, if he ſpared his frien 
_m—_— cnot worthy the name of a ſouldier, if he could 
father,” and mother. He who facrificed him- 
ſel upon habe ng whomyhe had heedleſly killed in the 
hear an Apprenticein warzand more 
cinretttunben: eouldfa dave pron hisbrochers head untothe Ge. 
nerall, ro have ce arkock it. Civill Wars ſtifle all the 
relations of narure 3 rs who fight in theſame Kingdom under 
differing Enfignes, have ring of inan but the feet on ceaſe 
wh_ess or T__ w Gheancchel once they begin to fall a ſiding; 
and when the herr of their Coulrey is'the Theater of their Bar- 
 tels, their crucley cantiorbe mitigated by any Alliance. * 
,orElſe Fiction; tells us of ewo brothers whom theirmo- 
thers tears was neverable to reconcile : they 7 Rom hand to hand 
in the head of their Armies, to ſpare their ſouldiers bloud , they 
through their'own wounds, h port forch rhpir Fathers bloud : 
—_ which chey both received atthe ſame moment, could nor - 
ſetheirquarre!l , hatred ed intheir counttnances; when 
ie dforſakes their heard] * their ſouls deſcended into hell, roend 4 xox [wiz 
their combare there, and fy pal ng from their bodies to their fu- 297 fate me- 
ncrall Pile, divided che faities which conſumed chem. - This figion anon 
of the Pots, isa ruth amongſt Chriſtiansz amongſt whom there ne rog. Star. 
arebrothers found 'whoſchatred is immorcall, who preſerve their Thevaid.liv.:- 
animoltcy afcer che loſle of their lives ; who leave it for an inheri- 
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tance to their: ſucceſfours 3 who charge their children to __ 


e 
their injuries z- and who ſhewing a face of war inrime of peace, do 
meditate murther when they cannor commitr it, I wonder nor that 
the fame thoughts waich did-puſſefle them in their life, poſlſefle 
them likewiſe incheir death; 'and that chuſe wio'delighted: in no- 
thing but bloud, did dream 01 noughr but cruetries; ſince an-il-ha- 
bit isan inviſible chain which kceps the will captive, and will not 
ſuffer it roabhor a crime , which hatch alway been pleaſing t9'ir. 
Bur I cannot well comprehead how fin thould ſo farcorrupr man; 
as to perſwade him that murcher was honourable, thar there was 

lory incommirring ic, pleaſure in beholding it, and that the cruel: 
Teſt actionthar may be, could purchaſeglory, orcauſe-conrene. 

All Paganiſme took pleaſure to ſee. the Gladiators hight; - the 
effuſion of mans bloud was one of cheir moſt pleaſmg ſpeRacles;; 
and ! Rome had much a doto forgo this crucll paſtime, after ſhehad 
embtaced the Chriſtian-Religion: people ran ro publick places, to 
ſeemen fight; they were taught ro kill one another handſomly, 
and with a good grace; publick ſchools were erected to teach this 
bloudy exerciſe ; there were Maſters: who taught. how to obſerve 
method in murthering, who led their diſciples; jntotheir Arene, 


or Theaters for fencing; and whotrying their dextericy themſelves 


incouraged them to fight by. example; he was moſt praiſed, who 
ſhed moſt bloud, and a.man ſorely wounded who had killed many 
men was ledabour in triumph. Sin mult needs reign ta their hearts, 
lince it had driven thence all ſeaſTof humanity, and rhar making 
man-flaughter a vercue, it had perſwaded them thar glory confiſt- 
cd ininjuſtice, and pleaſure in cruelty : this: madnefſe-greiy in time 
to ſo great a height, as to make killing more eaſie, and the ſport 
more pleaſing ,. men were to fight ſtark naked with offenſive wea- 

pons, bur none defenſive. Obſcenity was joyned to cruelty, to: 
the end that one might, content two paſſions with one and the ſame: 
{pecacle, and-thar-the fighr of a dying wretch might makethem 
love his-mutherer;. yet theſe, combares are but the ſhadows of 
wat the Gladtators. tury.is but the ſouldiers entrance; Compenies 

were flI'd up which theſe people nurſt up'i-bloud, and when re- 

cruirs were tobe had, thoſe were ſought for inthe Arene,; who had 
made themſclyes famous by che drach of their Companions. And 


certainly duels which ſerve for paſtime toour nobility, are neither 
more 
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and Grace, to obey ſo blind a tury ; and one muſtceale ro be either 


rationall or fairhfull, ifhe belicve thaca Gentlemans Glory confilts 
in Murtheryyer thiserrour'is becomea cuſtome; Gentlemen love ra- 


tier to loſe cheir heads upon a ſcaffold, and dye by the hands of a 
hangman, then to be failing in an occaſton where they know thicir 
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morejuſt;nor per leffe cruell; ſo brutiſh-a paſſion cannot be bur in 
mindes where ſindorh T yranntze:a man mult renounce both reaſon 


conſcienceis in an ill condition, and that they are in danger of lo- 


fing both {ouland body , fear of ſhame hath more power over them 


then fear of Hell ;they chuſe ratherro incurre Gods anger, and their 
Princes, thenthe peoples reproach, and by a tooliſh exrravagancy, 
they hazard their ſoulco preſerve their honour. 

As this blind Paſſion differs not much from thar which animares 
Conquerors to wax, fa doth ſhe likewiſe (proceed from the ſame 
principleg the one-and the other proceed from fin, which having 
put usatods wittrour ſelves, purs us likewiſe at'ods with our neigh- 
bours, and per{wades us that all means areJawfull whereby we-may 
acquire honqur. Upon this falſe belief, we engage our ſelves in com- 
bars, we violate che'holy laws of nature, we fly upon our neighbours 
andallyes, and' not,gonfideringy ” that the world is a-Common- 
wealth; thar all kingdomes are cane provinces, all people the ſubjects 
thereof; that charity is the law thereof, the Holy Ghoſt che hearr, 
and Jeſus Chriſt the headzwe uſe ſuch cruclties one towards ano-: 
ther, as do well witneſfſe that fin hach corrupted our nature, and that 
the Devil doth poſſeſſe our will. He who doth not acknowledge the 
truth, and doth nor confeſle that this irregularity 4s the puniſhment 
of our ſin, is yet moremiſerable rhen they who indure it, and com- 
plain thereof: for the other grounds his glory upon his injuſtice one- 
ly becauſe he hath loſt the-uſe of .zeaſon, and thinks himſelf onely 
happy becauſe he.is become ſtupid. Waris then one of the moſt fa- 
tall efſesot (in,and one af che ſevereſt chaſtizements of divine Ju- 
ſticez iris onely excuſable *-when neceſfary, and yet ir were becter 
ſometimes to follgw rhe counſell of the Goſpell, andco loſe ſonc- 
what of that, which by right apperteins unto vs, then to defend ir 
by ſo cruella way: for if he whoſeeyery-word is an oracle, recom- 
mends peace to.us dying, how'can we reſolve ro wage war? it he 
command us to forget injuries, how cam we commit outrages and 


homicide? Let * us then conclude that man is ſufficiently — 
ncc 
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ty voretur eum ſince waris his exerciſe, lincehis glory conſiſts in cruelty, ſince com- 
4 »blicegeritwr: hargare his nobleſt imployments, fince he delights in Murther, ſince 


smpunitatem 


[-cteribus ac: he eſteems a pitch battle more innocent then a ſingle Duell, onely 


quiritnon inuo- becauſe it is morebloudy ; ſince hethinks man-flaughtera ſin, when 
centie ratio ſed itis particular, and a vercue when ery $ and when by an inju- 


——_ ſtice which cannor be ſufficiently lamed, the fianer finds his impu- 


al Dont. © nity onely in the exceſle of his fin. 


The fifth Diſcourſe, 
That Riches render men poor and ſinful. 
T mana hardeo ſay , which. is the ſevereſt puniſhment 
©, 


ms, 


man hath ſuffered ſince his loſſe of innocency, and thar'ſer- 
vitude, and death are pains equally inſupporcable to :thoſe 
who love their liberty as their life, yet me thinks there isa chird'more 
rigorous, which all mendo reſent, yet not any one complains. off. 
And this is nothing clſcbur the allpg ro mind "a gn on of all 
thoſe good things which we have loſt together i 
- Cy:adefire of them remains in'vs, which vertues ſclt cannot cfiace, 
_ we ſigh when we want them, and we ncyer are fo ſenſible of our 
p Multi perefſ- miſery,as when weareaſſailed by pain, infamy or poverty. v:Yctare 


je vines their remedics new diſcaſes, and wenever doſo well know our own 


_—_ fed weaknefſe, as when we abound in pleaſures, honows, and nch- 
mutaio. Neu CS, * 


Serta larde Thisis ſotrue a Maxime 2s that all Chiiſlian Religion makes 
vitizm ſed is profefſion, of cicher really forcgoing all thoſe advamages which 
dſo —_— men enjoyed during the ſatc of innocencyg or clic of defiring;to do 
ei ſ0.She mens honour, and ſeeks out ſhame, ſhe-ſhuns delight, and 
cerat & divi. nouriſheth her ſelf in ſorrow, ſhe forſakes riches, aad embraceth po- 
——_— verty. Beingiaſtruſted inthe {chool of Mount Calvary , ſhe turns 
Epiſt.17. the puniſhments of her finintoremedies, ſhe makes venues of her 
chattzzements and ſhunsthoſc- adyantages which man poſſeſſed in 

| paradile, leaſt following Adams cxample, ſhe might fall upon his 


diſaſter.” To ſay truth, all our plcaſures are irregular, we cannot la- 


bour afrer honour, avichour hazarding our humility, and we can- - 


not 


our 1nnocen- 


It 
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not poſleſſe riches without decemming malady reſts . 
not onely in our deſires; it is paſt into theſe objeQs, which give it 
birth, and chereis a cenain malignity found in the uſe of Riches 
which makes us loſe our innocency-: 4 they are ſpecious tor- 
ments, and plcafing puniſhments , which promiſe, us to allay an 
evill, which-chey doirricate. Povercy ſtands in need of ſomethi 
but avarice, * which & almoſt inſeparable from Riches, needs 
things, ſhe wonders that the enemy which the ſhuns, never fore- 
gocs her, thar Povercy.ſhould.purſue her amidſt abundance, and 


- that gold which ſhe adores ſhould fill her cofers, yer not her , 


This mcrallnot being to be divided wichour diminution, ic kindles 
war amongſt men, nukesthem ſeverally minded,divides their wils, 
and cauſcth all choſe differences which juſtice endevours co deeide, 
IntheRace of innocency, men poſleſt all c mn common, ayarice 
had not as yet found our bounders ta ſeverticlds: Kingshad nx yer 
drawn lines to divide the ſearas Light is an univerſall good, fo was 
the earthacammon hericage, and thischaritable mother was fruit= 
full enough to nouriſhall her children. The pooreſt man that was, 
was a King\of che whole world. Ambicion had not yer form'd 
ſtares, nor built ſtrong holds upoſi their-Fronciers, all things were. 
poſſeſtin common, withour any jealoulic, ſelf-loye had not as yer 
arms = one,thatto be tnaſter oF a thing, all othermen muſt 
d 


ived of it. Therewas no ſuchehing known as propriety, eye- 
yo eateien with che riches of nature, and the oh Ro nas 


l _—— ppy fxcundicy, men did with plcaſure ga- 
thin lk nc ting poco hudand ber, may ud. 7 
t he ſhould 


c been become poor, 
chought ! Cv” a a 
| "a | the worlds Sove- 
ivide theair, nor<che light, ſo neither did: 
regu 
werethe facli 


dens, rivers forchannels; forreſts were unwalled parks, and che open. 
fields furniſh endiefſe walks, large lakes ſerved forfiſh-pools, and all. 
mens delights were innocent, becauſe. purely naturall, : 

Art hadnogas yer corrupted Nature, undercolour of imbelliſh- 


ing her, every thing held tha place in the world, which it _ 
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Ns ance 
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"+T4241.9% yed; gold ' was not yet got out of the bowels of the-carth, peatk 


wt 4 ” «4 I 1 
JICke!?,.4 s to 


01-1142 layquict in the depth oftheſea, and diamondsin rocks, 'not cauſing 
1+3-2 28 any confuſion in the world: Marble was trampled under foor, vain 
74m fer19); glory had not yet found any uſe for its and in a condition wherein 
exe ns" neither hear nor cold did-incommodgare- him , ma n. had not yer 
5:10. Meravts thought of building houles,' nor. making himſelf.appatell. Stuffs 
' were unknown, becauſe uſeleſſe, colours appeared not vin - Luſtre, 
ſave in pinks and roſes; and neceſſity (which is not the, mother of 
invention, but as it is the daughter of-fin)had nor obliged man to 
ſeck for remedies for miſeries, which he [did aortas ygr-fuffer: bur 
as ſoon as he-wouldbe rich, he became poor; as ſoon;2as he. heaped 
rogerther imaginary. g00ds, he loſt ſach as wererxeall,and when he 
tilled the ground ro make it more fruictull',/the earth punithed his 
avarice by a univerſall ſterility: ſhe whotogerher with«fruites, bore 
flowers,bears now no roles without prickles: cheſpring which-min- 
gled ber beauties with Aururans fertility was divided trom chenceby 
ſummers ſcorching heat ,and wiaters benumming cold; Thefe two 
vexatious ſcaſons did*difaray the trees, and. had not+ the Angels 
taught ſinfullman, how to fow che ground wich ſeed, famine had 
prevented the deluge, 4 7 SAN: 00-ef 
' When heſaw the world changed into ahideous follitude, he was 
forced to build houſes to fence himlelfeagainſt the fury of the Elc- 
ment; "he was on all {des fo'preſt- a, poverty, as he was ne- 
ceſſirared to ſeek our riches z, barrenneſſe whichthrearned him with 
famine,” made him till the-ground, and the 'fear leſt his neigh- 
bours: might reap the fruic of- his labours, conſtrafned him: ro make 
incloſures: heinvented money toentertgin commetce with ſtrang- 


crs.,.and ſeeking our/a merall', the ratity[whereof purt-avaluation 
pon iz he found'our gold, which-natore tad hid wichin" her bow- 
Pe VN... he thought ſhe; had lodged Tenext her hearr, witneſſe the love 
7Claicun/ po- ſhe bare unto its, the pain he had .t0 draiv it thence. added to his c- 
oulum ſue cap- ſtcem thet@f,, ang being dazled by it's colout;. and charmed b 


ies, the advantage hemade” thereby, he made; thereof his:firſt Ido!l. 


crederent : Au The I{rathites could-nopr defend themſelvesagaink [this miſchie- 
rum cam mores yous Contagion, their getting our of; Egype,- theit: paſſing-thro ] 
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delivered them, they were blinded by it's beauty , and though 


Aaron che High Prieſt had madeitintorhe ſhape of a Calf, ro make 
it appear the more ridiculous, it's being made of thar merrall, was 
ſuthcientto make them worthipir. Iron by divine providence had 
it's birch rogerher with gold; for God knowing that murther 
couldnotbe ſevered from avarice, hecoupled thele tio mectals to- 
gether, tothe end that the one might be the price of our fraud, and 
the other che inſtrument of our fury. 

Adultery followed murther , and chaſticy which had defended 
her ſelfe againſt what man could ſay toundermine her, could not 
defend her ſelfe againſt riches. Preſents prevailed more than hum- 
ble lubmiſſons, and this traile ſex, which atfords ſo many adyanta- 
gcs againſt it {elfe, ſhew'd it ſelfe ro be moreavaritious, thanproud. 
In fine, Poets were not much out of the way when they feigned 


that all evils had their birth together with riches, and that man be- 


came ſinfull, as ſoon as he grew rich , * children attempted their 
fathers lives; wives poiſoncd their husbands, brother conſpired a- 
ainſt brother, andevery one made ule of iron rocome by gold, 
Futtce was buſted about nothing elſe bur in compoſing quarrels oc- 
cafioned by this mereall, Gallouſes were erected to punith murthe- 
rers, and men knew that gold which he had foundout to ſupply his 
neceſſities, was thecauſe of all his diſaſters. - | 
Bur ſay that gold ſhould not ſer men rogether by the ears, and 
that peacc ſhould not be troubled with the infatjabledefire of riches, 
yet would ic be always prejudiciall roa ſinner, and he muſt with rg 
be poor , 1f he would recover his innocency. For all his deſires 
are out of order, all his wiſhes unjuſt, and fin which doth poſleſſe 


him, engageth him continually in pernitious defignes, he owes all 


his innocency to his weakneſle, and it he do nat perpetrate all rhe 
evill which he projects 'tis becauſe Nature hath aiſabled him. Bur 
riches deprive bin of this advantage by affording him means to do 
what he deſires, and makea guilty manabſolute, by bereaving him 
of the happy diſabiliry whercinco poverty had brought him, * For 
ifhc beambitious, he opens the gate which leads ro honour wich a 
poldenkey , it unchaſt, he corrupts womens chaſtity by preſents , 
it angry, he finds cnough baſely conditioned men, who have cou- 
rage cnough to work his revenge; and if he love good cheer, he 


ranlacks both ſea andland to pleaſe his palar, and farishe his belly, 
Oo Thus 
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delivered thera, they were blinded by it's beauty , and though 
Aaron the High Prieſt had madeitintothe ſhape of a Calf, ro make 
it mou the more ridiculous, it's being made of thar mercall was 
ſuthcientto make them worſhip ir, Iron by divine providence had 
it's birch 'rogerher with gold; for God knowing that murther 
couldnot be ſevered from avarice, hecoupled thele two mecttals ro- 
gether, tothe end that the one might be the price of our fraud, and 
the other the inſtrument of our fury. | 
Adultery followed murther ; and chaſtity which had defended 
her ſelfeagainſt: whac man could ſay toundermine her, could not 
defend her ſelfe againſt riches. Preſents preyailed more than hum- 
ble ſubmiſſions, and his fraile ſex, which affords ſo many adyanta- 
$e: againſt ir lelfe, ſhew'd itſelfe ro be moreavaritious, thanproud, 
n fine, Poets were not much out of the way when they feigned 
that all evils had their birth rogerher with riches, and rthac man be- 
came ſinfull, as ſoon as he grew rich , " children attempted their 


fathers lives; wives poiſoned their husbands, brother conſpired a- 


ainſt brother, andevery one made ule of iron rocome by gold. 
Filtice was buſted abour ors. gs bur in compoſing quarrels oc- 
caſioned by this mcrcall, Gallouſes were erected to puniſh murthe- 
rers, and men knew that gold which he had foundour to ſupply his 
neceſſities, was the cauſe of all his diſaſters, 
Bur ſay chat gole ſhould nor ſer men together by the ears, and 
that peace ſhould nor be troubled wich the inſatjabledefire of riches, 
ct would jc be always prejudiciall roa ſinner, and he muſt wiſh rg 
poor , if he: would recover his innocency. For all his deſires 
are our of order, all. his wiſhes unjuſt, and fin which doth poſleſſe 
him, engageth him continually in pernitious defignes, he owes. all 
his innocency to his weakneſle, and if he do nar. perpetrate all the 
evillwhich he projects 'tis becauſe Nature hath diſabled him, Bur 
riches deprive ban of this advantage by affording him means to do 
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Jug, this mayi- 
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vids facet pic- 
as. Ovid. Mec- 
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x Inflant axi- 


what he deſires, and makea guilty manabſolute, by bereaving him fois peri 


of the happy difabiliry whercinco poverty had brought him. * For 
if he beambirious, he opens the gate which leads ro honour wich a 
goldenkey , it unchaſt, he corrupts womens chaſtity by preſents , 
it angry, he finds cnough baſely conditioned men, who have cou- 


contrabunt, & 
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raalacks both ſea andland to pleaſe his palar, and farisfie his belly, 
Oo Thus 
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Thus is gold the inſtrument ofall evill, it atrempts chaſtity, cor- 
rupts juſtice, ſers upon innocency, and oppreflerh poverry. When 


heaven is offended witha ſinner, itneeds bur onely make him rich, 


roundo him ; and make him wealthie co make him wreeched , *ris 
equivalent to putting a good fkword into a mad mans hands, to the 
preſerving of poyſon in achriſtall glaſſe ro one that is frantick, and 
to the ſetting ofa blind manupon the rop of a precipice tapiſtred 
with Jeſſemine and Lillics. 

Onche contrary, poverty is the ſanAuary of innocency, there are 
fewer faults where lefſe of abundance. Thoſe who live by huncin 
and by fifhing know not how to mingle poyſon with their drink, 7 
they kill their enemies, "tis with arrows ; andall their combats have 
lefſe of art, and more of generofity in them, then outs have: lu 
governs not amongſt men who go naked, thoſe families are not 
ruined with making ſtately ſtructures, who can ſhelter themſelves 
under trees,exceſſe in cating cauſeth no diſaſters in thoſe whotat no- 
thing bur the fruirs of the earth , and che ſteem of wine bereaves nor 
them of reaſon, who drink nothing bur ſpring water. Theſe inno- 


7 Teceoterrcs nt people value? iron morethen gold, and prizing things accor- 
vey ding to their utility, they prefer what is moſt commodious, before 


imnaza,cum& what is moſt plea "Got cy make uſe of iron to arive their arrows 
Fd. With, and to build cheircabins ; the ſame metall ſerves them both 

de five farie» forpeace and war ; that which ſerves them for defence, ſerves them 
peraria rigere for ornament,and they place their riches where they find moſt com- 
nn poſen'.  modiouſneſſe; they binter gold withus for Iron, they think they 
biru mulicb. gain by an exchange, wherein to obtein what they defice, they ha- 
 zardnot rheir liberty, nor do forego their countries, they wonder 

x Terra ſci. that we croſle ſomany ſeas, and run fo many hazards for a mecall 
cet plane g{oris- yhich is butearth, before itbe refined,* which foftch his name in 
—_—_ the fire, which finds it beauty in it's rorments, which draws it's 
quit,crqueex- Luſtre from rhe ccuſible, and which becomes not gold before it 
de derornes- hath wearied the patience of the workmen. Pearls fm not more 
i pt, Pretiousto them, if they tiſh for theminthe ſea, 'tis thar they may 
bn deticias , Fil them to us , before our avarice had won them credit, children 


- —y | whomade them their play-games, gve them to our merchants for 
tall refog. me. Cockle-ſhels; they look upon theſe ſtones which weeſteen pretious, 
rata. Tertul. AS the meer excrements ol tae ffihes that produce them, they blame 


Nhadiru mul- che eſteem we pur upon them, and being more 1arionall then we, 
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they conclude, that we do worthip .the things onely by reaſon of 
my _ IM | 

oundance ls always accompanied with contempt, if gold were 
more common, 'cveould be deſpiſed, that which — in un 
mate, mult paſſe into another topurchaſe reputationzand as there are 
ſome truics whicharenot goodrill cranſplanted, ſo are there a thou- 
ſand chings inthe world, which are nor prizcd till after they have 
changed their countrey, * Berbariaxs did prophane gold before they 3,292 n% 
knew the price thereof, becauſe it was common ainoneſt them —*/4-art 
they made uſe thereof in infamous things : the chains of priſdners lum eff auram 
were made of this miecall, thoſe who were moſt guilty, were the - hm ay gan 
moſt richly adorned, that which is here the ornament of Princes, gafuli hahent, 
was there the offenders puniſhment, thus this people had found out ©4vitiamabs 
2 harmlcs way how co make this metall odious. By all this diſcourſe Pore zee 
'cis eaſily gathered, that riches are evils which though they be plea- quente necend 
ſing, ceaſe not to be dangerous, that man is roo much our of order %*: Aliguante 
ro make good uſe thereof, that they are ſerviceable but ro one ver- m4 age 


eue, yerof uſe to all ſins. Chriſtians diſpoſe of them by che way of do aum wen 
emetur, Tert, 


alms, and Philoſophers by way of libcraliry. Bur in the one and the + Lert 
other of \ owes. 4oh unjuſtly cc them, prodigality -om—_ 
doth profuſely diffipate them, pride makes uſe of them, co heighten 

her ſel, vain glory to adorn her (elf, and choller for revenge, the 

are onely uſcfull when they are given away with delight, and 1o 

without ſorrow, > Their loſſe is a kind of traffick, he is wiſe who b Neorietioef 
can acquit himſelf of them, and he is happy who can live without *4d=mire- 
them. Jeſus Chriſt deſpiſed them in hisbirth, reje&ed them whileſt 19,04. Ter. 
he lived, and condemned them in his death; he who will be his wl. admarcy;, 


Diſciple, muſt follow his example; and who believes that they fa- 
cilitareour ſalvation, knows not that our Nature 1s corrupted by 


lin, 


Of the Corruption of 


The ſixth Diſcourſe. 


That ſince the loſſe of innocency Poverty 35 
glorious. 


| © Duas civita- T: two-loves thiat eſtabliſh choſe two < cities, the one of 
ze ftcerunt duo which had Jeſus Chriſt for it's King, the other, the Devil 
faenfuht wes B- forit's Tyrant, could never be reconciled' together, their 
Dei,Bab1leviam defignsare as oppoſite, as thiir inclinations; and chough they oft- 
emer ſecul. times march by the ſame track, they always cend to rather contrary, 
cur ſe wauſenif: then differing eads.. This truth appears by the uſe which chey make 
que quid eames Of the miltrics of corrupted nature, tor ſelf-love extracts fins from 
+ 0m #5 thence, divine love vertues ; the one augments our evils whileſt (he 
Pale" woulddiminiſh them, theother diminiſheth'them, whilſt ſhe would 
augment them. From the {corn whereinto we are fallen fince our re- 

beillion, ſelf-love hath formed a deſign of raiſing her ſelf up, and 

- (giving againſt Gods Juſtice) of finding hergreatneſle in her abaſe- 

ent, Divine love hath extratted humility from thence, and with 

an innocent piece of cunning, ſhe leads us ro glory by conrempr, 

Selt-loue raiſeth defpair from death, which .is fins chiefeſt- puniſh- 


| 
meat ; and divinelove raifeth from thence a ſacrifice, which expi- 
| 


<< toc DO > tQAq mg Ya 


ats our offences, and gives honour to Gods juſtice from the crea- 
tures revolt, which doth revenge ouroutrages done to heaven: (elf- 
tove atgues riot ih adpartl, maſkiilbncein buildings, and all choſe 
other means which we have invenced rodefend our ſelves from the 
injuries of ſeaſons, and divine love, which always prefers the glo- 
ry of heaven before her own iarereſt, argues repentance from thence; 

- Which tcacheth us to —_— this perſecution with .hunulity, *Im 
fine, from rhe1ofle of our welfare ſelf-loue. hath made avarice ariſe, 
which juſtling Gods deſigns, undertakes ro make man richer in his 
ſtate of {i 1, then ever he was in that of innocency, and divine love; 

d d 5.0 which takes pleaſurein ſaving of a ſinner by 9 Ad him, raiſech po- 
ons M3 verty from thence, depriving her ſeifeven of thoſe things which bh 
miqze meve, judgeyould not take trom his enemies, that ſhe may appeaſe him, 
{crexdamn.Ov'@ For its true, thatghis verrue takes it's original from onr puniſh- 


mcaot, 


mM, 
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ment, 'ris a remedy which we have gor by our evily and 'tis a cor. 
retion which we endvreto allay Gods anger. | 
Whileſt man wgs-innocent, he was rich ; the ſun by his hear 
madethecarth frunfull, be cheriſhedir, wichour ſcorching , and his 
influences were ſo well tempered, as trees werealways covered with 
fruit, leaves, and Aowers; the fields were fertile without labour, 
every country bore. every thing ; and without croſſing the ſeas, 
that was foundin any one part ot the world, whichall the reſt pro- 
duced. Beaſts whichafforded nouriſhment for men yeilded milk in 
aboundance, running waters were never dried up; and proviſion was 
uſeleſſe whererhere was perperuall, pleaty. Bees: wrought without 
wearing themſelves, rhey made their hives-ar all. times, and the 
earth bcing continually covered with lowers, there was no ſeaſon 
wherein they did not make honey and wax. Manbeing clothed with 


innocency, he ſtripe nor beaſts of cheirskins toclorh bumſels, the art 


of ſpinning was not as then. found out, or if it were known to 
worms:man did nor molcſtcheir labours; he admired the induſtry 
of cheir workmanſhip, the ae anrnk br; their Tombs, and lea» 
ving them to reaſſumelife where they had left ir, he delighted ro 
ſcerhem afrer having been dead arife again. | | 

The elements not havingas yer vowed his undoing, he. was not 
bound to guard himſelffrom their injuries, the ſeaſons were ſo re- 
eular, as he neither feared heat nor cold , trees were his ſhelter 
from them both, and thoſe which afforded him ſhade .in the day- 
time, ſerved him for covering .in the. night. If gold were already 
ript out. of the bowels of the carch, it was 1ankt among: ſpchchings 
as.arceſteemed of more fortheir | 
himſelf rich-enough without that mecall; having all things ar 
command he necacd not.co buy them: and art not being as yer come 
into the ſuccour of Nature; he contented himſelf, with looking up- 
on what he could not make uleof, In this. happy condition, moſt 
deſires were © uſcleſſe, and all thoſe wiſhes which are occaſtoned by 
indigency not having as yet a mother, could not diſquiet man. He 
was ich for he wanted nothing, Nature ſupplied all his needs, whil/ſt 
he ſlept voidof, care.; che ſtarrs which glitcered. above- his head, 
did by their influences' make the. earth fruirfull, and the Rivers 
we P03 a 4 NG fields, did by.their waters bring plenty every 
where. 
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The ſixth Diſcourſe. 


That ſince the loſſe of innocency Poverty 35 
gloriows. 


zes fecerunt duo which had Jeſus Chriſt for it's King, the other, the Devil 
fanfic wes  M@ forit's Tyrant, could never be reconciled together, their 
Dri,Bab1leniam defignsare as oppoſite, as their inclinations; and chough they oft- 

_ focal. times match by the ſame track, they always tend to rather contrary, 

cal ſeam: then differing eads.. This truth appears by the uſe which they make 

que quid ames Of the milerics of corrupted nature, tor ſelf-love extracts fins from 

5 *omwc = thence, divine love vertues ; the one augments our evils whileſt the 

Plal.64. 6" woulddiminiſh them, the other diminiſheth'them, whilſt ſhe would 

augment them. From the {corn whereinto we are fallen fince our re- 

belllion, ſelf-love hath formed a deſign of raifing her ſelf up, and 

(giving againſt Gods Juſtice) of finding hergreatneſle in her abaſe- 

ment, Divine love hath extracted humility from thence, and with 

an innocent piece of cunning, ſhe leads us to glory by conrempr, | 
Selt-loue raiſeth deſpair from death, which is fins chiefeſt- puniſh- 
ment ; and divinelove raiſeth from” thence a ſacrifice, which expi- 
ars our offences, and gives honour to Gods juſtice from the crea- 
tures revolt, which doth revenge ouroutrages done to heaven: (elf- 
ove argues riot ih apparel, magelfilbnbein buildings, and all thoſe 
other means which we have invenced ro defend our ſelves from the 
injuries of ſeaſons, and divine love, which always prefers the glo- 
ry of heaven before her own iarereſt, argues repentance from thence; 
which teacheth us ro undergo this perſecution with .hunulity, *In 
fine, from rheJoſle of our welfare ſelf-loue. hath made avarice ariſe, 
which juſtling Gods deſigns, undertakes ro make man richer in his. 
ſtare of {i 1, then ever he was in that of innocency, and divine love, 
d Papertale'- \\ hich takes pleaſurcein faving of a ſinner by bs him, raiſech po- 
que fcrenda effe- —_— m, : 

cere levem nec VErty from 1 hence, depriving her ſelfeven of thoſe things which oO 
Mique mente judgervould not take trom his enemies, that ſhe may appeaſe him, 


ſcrendam.Ov'@ Fog" jr is truc, thathis vertue takes it's ariginall from onr puniſh- 
ment, 
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ment, 'ris 3 remedy which we have gor by our evil, and 'tis a cor. 
retion which we endtnreto allay Gods anger. 

Whileſt man was-innocent, he was rich ; the ſun by his hear 
madethecarth frunfull, he cheriſhedir, wichour ſcorching , and his 
influences were ſo welltcmpered, as trees werealways covered with 
fruit, leaves, and lowers; the fields were fertile without labour, 
every country bore.;every thing ; and without crofling the ſeas, 
that was found in any one part ot the world, which all che reſt pro- 
duced. Beaſts whichafforded nouriſhment for men yeilded milk in 
aboundance, running waters were never dried up, and proviſion was 
uſelelſe whererhere was perperuall, pleaty. Bees wrought wighout 
wearing themſelycs, they made their hives'ar all. times, and the 
earth being continually covered with flowers, there was no ſeaſon 
wherein they did not make ny and wax. Manbeing clothed with 
innocency, he ſtripr nor beaſts of cheirskins tocloth himſelf, the arr 
of ſpinning was not as then. found out, or if it were known to 
worms:man did not moleſtcheir labours,; he admired the induſtry 
of their workmanſhip, the magnificency of their Tombs, and lea» 
ving them to reaſſumelife where they had left it, he delighted to 
ſcerhem afrer having been dead ariſe again. | 

The elements, nothavingas yer vowed his undoing, he, was not 
bound to guard himſelf from their injuries, the ſeaſons were ſo rc- 

ular, as he neither feared hear nor cold , trees were his ſhelter 
rom them both, and thoſe which afforded him ſhade..in the day- 
time, ſerved him for covering .in the. night. If gold were already 
ript out.of the bowels of the carth, it was 1ankt amongſt ſuchthings 
as.arecſtcemed of more for.their beauty, then profit. Man thought 
himſelf rich; cnough without that mecall, having all things ar his 
command he needed not.co buy them: and art not being as yer come 
into the ſuccour of Nature, he contented himſclf, with looking up- 
on what he could not make uſeof, In this. happy condition, moſt 
deſires were © uſeleſſe, and all thoſe wiſhes which are occaſioned by 
indigency not having as yeta mother, could not diſquiet man, He 
was 1ich for he wanted nothing, Nature ſupplied all his needs, whil'ſt 
he ſlept void of, carc.; che ſtarrs which glitcered: above- his head, 
did by their influences' make the. earth fruirfull, and the Rivers 


running.amidſt the ficlds, did by their waters bring plenty every 


where, | 
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Bur when man became faylty, he became poor, hee loſt all his 
wealth, in loſing the Summwm Boner, and that felfe ſame moment 
which robb'd him of his innocegcy, threw him headlong into 
poverty. The earth grew barren under his feet, her fruirfulneſſe 
brought forth nothing but thornes; her bowels muſt be ripr open ere 
ſhe yeilded fruit, and ſhe muſt be threatned with iron in her boſome 
ro make her nouriſh us. Trees ſhook off their leaves, when winrtet 
had diſrobed Arzem, men thought thar nature was drawing towatd 
her end, and that the earth ceaſing ro be his Palace, grew to be his 
Sepulchre: ſhame ſhewing him that he was naked, made him make 
himlſelfe clothes of leaves, and cold which made him ſenſible of 
his ſinfulnefſe, forced him to apparell himſelfe with skins. Prom 
that time forwards,ncceffiry made him —_— he built Cabins 
to fence himſelfe from the hear, he ſowedcorn, to avoid famine ; 
finding thar the earth was not fruitful ſave by his labour, he lockt 
up what he had gathered thence, andro ſhun poverty, feftupon a- 
varice, Burhe found by experience, rhar che remedy was worſe 
than the diſcafe, and rhar it poor me wanted many things, the 
covetous wanted all things. 

Grace, which doth not abandon even the ſ{nfull, taughr him 
how to uſe this his puniſhment, and to turn hie poverty inco an il-, 
luſtrious vertue, He _ eo condemne periſhablerhings, and ro 
with for things eternal]; he endeavoured toforgo earth, thar he 
might raiſe himſelte up to heaven; he had ſuch happy ſucceſſe in 


his Ceſignes, as he found plenty in poverty ; and confeſt thar that 
vertae had been more a vantagious to hint then innocency. 'To 


ſay rrurh, this pain was glorious when it ny and 
from once that man began to ſuffer indigency with humility, he 
found that God was his Father, Heaven hisinhericance, Jeſus Chrift 
his Redeemer, andrhar the holieſt bleſſings were his recotnpences. 
Fors God takes'the poor into his prote&ion, he whodraws his ra- 
reſt qualities from his nobleſt works, and who makes himſelfe be 
called the God of heaven and carth, would be called the Father of 
the poor; a man cannot ſet upon them, 'withour hurting him, their 
ifitereſts are joyned to his glory, and whoſoever makes war upon 
chetn, doth ifallibly provoke his anger. He harh done a hundred 
miracles in theirbehaltez and when Kings would obtain any favout 
from h1s goodneſſe, they have aſſumed the quality of poor men, to 
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render themſelves more conſiderable with him. Devid fore-went 

the qualicy of a King, to aſſumethe name of needy, and his POver- 

ty _ beſt reaſon which he alledges ro obrain what he demands 
0 * 

The Son of God values notthis vertue leſſe then doth his Fa. 
ther , * he hallowed it in his own perſon when he would become h va/citur in 
man; he preferr'd the condition of fn 
and he who was born in a manger, would live without a houſe, a 
die upon the Croſſe, his diſciples were all poor men, and of as afatwehine 
many people as he choſe co preach his Goſpell throughout the 2 # ce 
world, there was not any one eminene forriches, nor dignity. Shep- ſong. >” 
herds had notice of his birth before Kings, and the inſtruction of 
the = wasas well a ys of his miſſion, as the healing of 
the ſick, or railing of the dead. 

Though his myRticall body bealike compoſed of richand poor, 
though mens tiesarenot conlidered, though his Churchbe as 
well open ro the Gemites, as tothe Fewr, and that ſlaves be admit- 
ecd into his houſe, as well as arctheir Maſter, yet thepoor hold 
thererhe firſt place, and of as many members as go to the compo- 


ſure of that admirable body, they are che moſt precious. Kings 

are the hands thereof, Prelates the eyes, the people the feer, 

but the poorarethe bowels of i, they are quarcerednexthis hearr; i =/wivi & np 
& when he ſhall deſcend from heaven,to revenge mjuriesdoneunro 46/ mb | 
himſelfe, and to puniſh oeroffences, he will begin wich them who ;an”/ 
ſhall have neglected him inthe poor : the higheſt favours on carth fic mibibitere, 
are reſerved for them. Thoſe difpcnſirions which raiſe men to an £*< 
abſolure power, & which giverhem authority over the beaſts,or Ele- 

ments, #re the reward of voluntary poverty. If the chief of che 
Apoſtſcs did miracles, *t1s becauſe he Fore-went his goods; if by 1 pmnren 
his words he cured maladies, *tis becauſe he had forſaken all his ri- vominen expe- 
ches, if his ſhadow cure the fick, 'ris becauſe his heart was never 3**#mias, 
wounded with avarice: * andif narure bear a reſpe& to his com- 5 oe gg 
mandments, *ris becauſe he had vowed poverty, When he healed non perralic. 745 
the legs of the man thar was born lame, he began by a confeſſion of - owes. pk - 
his poverty, he thought che firft drefſing winch he was toapply tO ze tergireur 
this evill, waschecont of riches; Gold mr filver have I none, 9"iopexconter- 
(faich hero this inhv ne man) but that which T1 have, = 1 thee, in M14 Ang. de 
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copoverty, nature violated her laws, ro obey the words-of the poo r, 

and the heavens will was, that he who could give no alms, ſhould 

domiracles, 

In fine, Paradiſe is the poors inheritance, andafter having .com- 

manded upon earth, they ſhall reign with Jeſus Chriſt, in-glory, 

That which is promiſed co other vertues, is performed to poverty , 

in the acknowledgement of merit, and the diſtribution of Crowns, 

| Said fol owe IE poor arc deale withall 2s advantagiouſly as are Martyrs, ! and 
| gan4 cadem » gprgunney arcequally rewarded in the'Goſpell ro teach 
\# pos mon us, that, poverty ia kind of Martyrdom. To ſay truth, if men do 
RS lertyribus Miracles, when they overcomepain, when they tire their Torturers 
wpquiavere When they triumph over Tyrants, and vanquiſh theElemenes, and 
ria Wild beaſts, do not they do wonders when they preſerve poverty, 
vale, amidſt riches * ſobricty amongſt Feſtivals ? when they go-naked, 
Lern.Sem.1- amidſt the, pamp of, apparell; 'when they are humble amidſt ho- 
dev mus. nours* and when they perſeyere ro refuſe the: Goods which the 
pp devill promiſech them, which the world offers them, and-which 

the fleſh propounds untochem 7 ought not they tobecroywned, 


who overcomethe world with allic's promiſes, who conteame the 


_ devillwith all bis illufjons, and who tame the flcth with the,con- 
cupiſcence thereof? | el 

Bur'in rhe advantages of poyerty, we ought.to obſerve theun- 

rulincſſe of qur nature, which is reduced-inta- ſucha condition, as 

thecannor withour danger make uſe of what ſhe hath of good: ſhe 

cannot without injuſtice pretend to her ancient riches , neither (can 

oy” ſhe acquirencw wealth without ayaricez'we muſt look- upon the 

things of this world without deſiring them, we muſt live upon rhe 

m $3135 vacs- earth, 25 49 2 place of £xile,- and. to be happy and,innoccnr, ,m we 


eter fr oper maſt be poor, 9r imitate thoſe.thatare lo. The poſſeſſion of riches 


0, aut pawperi 15 81Way'S accompanied with, fomwhar of Agglutinatjan,. which is 


S-milg- Senee. never without impuriryz weareflaves unto our wealth, they polſ- 
Epiſt-17- ſefſeus when wetbinkto poſleſlerhem , werake pains in heaping 
them, up, are carefull in keepihg chew, and ſorowhell in thcir loſſe, 
'is as troubleſome to keep them, 'as to loſethem, and the pain of 
purchaſing them doth a ways exceed the pleaſure of ſquandri 
themaway. To freca mans ſelfe from theſe misfortunes, he mu 
row familiar with poverty, he muſt ſweeten his pain by ſuffering 
patiently, and look upon all the things of the nods as upon 


| goods 


If, 4 


When here-demands that which he had butlent us. 
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goods which we had loſt before were born, We are ruined in the 
perſon of our firſt farher; our defeatas well as our default preceded 
our uſe of reaſon, and the ſame fault which rook from us our inno- 
cency, bereft us of our riches. If we make uſe of the bleſſings of the 
carth, 'ris out of mercy: ifthe Sun light us, the carth ſupport us, 
and the fruirs thereof do nouriſh us, 'ris an obligation which we 
owe unto our God: when once he pronounced the decrce of our 
death, our goods wereconfiſcated to him, the power of making 
uſe of them, is a priviledge whichwe hold of his goodneſle, and he 
deals with us, as we do with thoſe maletators which we ſuffer to 
live in priſon, afterthcir ſentence of death is paſt : if they diſpoſe of 
their goods, *ris by their Prince his tavour, andif they leave them 
corheirchildren,'tis by his permiſſion. Thus we oughtto think that 
nothing belongs co us in chis world, that God gives us all which 
he takes not from us, and that he makes uſe of his own righes, 


When Famine doth diſpcople the earth, when all our labour 

eannot overcome her ſterility, and whenthe ſeed we ſow anſwers 
not our expedation, we ought to adore Gods juſtice, which having 
ſentenced us to death, hath reſerved unto himſelf the kind of our 
puniſhment. " If ſouldiers plunder our houſes, ifthey do what they 7, ominm de- 
pleaſe abroad, ifthey burn what they cannot carry away, and if ſuit fir women 
they .in a moment deſtroy what we have been gathering many v7 agg; _: 
years ; wemuſt think that poverty is the puniſhment of our diſobe- apa "0 
dience, that'we have no more right to our goods than to our lives, 6 # ho 
and that he may well ruine us whocan when ic pleaſerh him make 
us die. If our families be undone by law, if Judges be corrupted by 
the" credit of a powerfull man, if thoſe who ought to defend us do 
oppreſle us, and ifan unjuſt decree bring us to beggery ; let us re- 
member that the decree pronounced againſt us inParadiſe,*was more 9 ef pana 
rigorous and more juſt, that ſucceſſion or induſtry is no preſcription RT 
againſt Gods Juſtice, that howſocver our goods be gotren, they are quiſque ilud 
ny forfeited ro him ,and that procelſle ar law is aslawfulla way 949 bene tine; 
tobereaveus of themas fire or thipwrack. In fine, whatſoever loſle 1,3 1;h.4.4 
befals us, let us find our conſolation, in our offence ; let us make our lib.arbiz. 

uniſhment, our remedie, and whilſt we conſider that we are guilty 


et usnot complain of being poor. 
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Of the Corruption of 


The ſeventh Diſcourſe. 


That Apparell # a mark of ſin 


P 


'F wholeman be but meer vanity, if Naturebe out of order by 
Þ diſobedience, if his ſoul, which hath che honour ro bethe 1- 
mage of God, and which boaſts of her innocency, ceaſerh not to 
find death in his ſin; if the will which joyned with Grace is the be- 
ginning of merit, be more inclined to vice then vertue; if his under- 
ſtanding which enlightens all the faculties ofthe ſoul, be more ca- 
pable of errour then of cruth , ifall his knowledge be bur mcer ig- 
norance; if his moſt perſpicuous vertues want not their faults ; and 
if his body be his ſouls priſon, we muſt nor wonder that the neceſſi- 
ty ofapparel bea puniſhment of his faulr, as well as riot therein is a 
mark of his vain glory. Buras it often fals out, that we are moſt ta- 
ken with things of leaſt conſideration, we find by experience, that 
thereare women in the world, who would rather have their ſouls 
ſullied, then their cloths , * who would rather have the ſtarebe out 
of order, then their head attire ; and who would beleſſe troubled ro 
{ce their honour ſteined, then their p_ To diſabuſe rheſe weak 
women, they muſt be made know, that luxury in apparell deſerves 
to be de{piſed by men, and tobe puniſhed by God. 

Cloaths have two uſes, which are equally lawfull, the firſt is to 
cover our nakedneſſe, and to fhideour body, which began to be, 
ſhamefull when ir ceaſed ro be innocent, Adam could not endure 
himſelf when he had loſt originall rightcouſneſſe, and the ſhame 
which-infuſed upon his fin, _ him ſcek -out leaves to hide that 
from his eycs which did difpleaſe his ſoul, he was afraid ofhimſelf, 
when he ſaw his body did no longer obey reaſon: he was afraid to 
offend nature by his nakedneſſe, not having as yet ſeen any other 
monſter then himſelf, he withdrew khimſelt into a wood, and not 
being able to ſhun himſelf, he endevoured tocover himſelf. 4 God 
himſelf, who wasindulgentto him in his ſin, cur out his firſt ſite, 
and to free him from ſhame, which was not his leaſt ſevere puniſh- 
ment, he clothed him with theskin of beaſts. | 

The 
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The ſecond uſe of Apparell is to ſhelrer us from the injury of 
ſeaſons, * andto free our bodies from thi rigour of the Etenients; * 7exedo bo- 
for man had no ſooner violated Gods Commandements, bitr all the "* "*ete 
creatures rebelled againſt him : beaſts began ro grow ſavage, and CODE 
retired themfelvesinto the woods, that they might no longer treat- Keefe 
with a rebell ; thoſe whichare now reclaimed owe theit mildneſſe Urry Hi 
to our cunning, and ſtay not with us but becauſe we have drawn * 
them from the Forreſts; if they obey us, 'ris out of hopeof ſome 
advantage; and our rebellion having freed them from their oath of 
Allegiance, which they had taken in Paradiſe, we muſt feed them, 
if we will have any ſervice fromchem. Thoſe which do reſerve 
their naturall fierceneſle, ſubmit not un-inforced to our will, they 
muſt be madeto ſuffer before they be tamed, and our power bei 
Tyrannicall, their obedience is conſtrained. They are ſlaves which 
ſervebut by force, and who to free themſelves from their ſervitude 
a:tempt ſomtimes upon our lives. 
Ar the ſame time when the beaſts fore-went their mildneſle, the 
Elements changed their qualities ; © rhoſe four bodies whereof all fr wulun eft e: 
other bodiesare compoſed, declared waroneagainſt another to af- {metuw quod 
flit us, and breaking the bonds which nature had preſcribedrhem, rg 
intrenchrt one uponanother, tothe end, theirdiviſion might be our nee minerur. 
puniſhment. They did that to puniſh us, which greateſt enemies uſe 
rorevenge themſelves; they endangered their ownloſle our of a 
deſire to deſtroy us. The carth which had ſerved us for a nurſe, 
became barren to make us periſh by famine, ſhe grew hard under 
our feet to weary us: forgoing her flowers wherewith the adorned 
her ſelfe to appear more pleaſing to us, ſhe loaded her ſelte with 
thorns to prick us; ſhe opened her bowels tobury us; and the who 
grounded upon herown proper weight, was always immoveable, 
quaked under our feet ro work our aſtoniſhment. The Sea w*" judged | yibjtian a- 
arighr, that our ambition & avarice would not be contented with the pax /ortaite- 
Empire of theearth, * hid rocks underneath her waves, troubled 'm en 
hercalmneſſe with ſtorms, call in winds to heraidto undo us, and 
advancing her waters into the fields, came to ſer upon us amidſt 
our own Territories: the airc which ſcemed not able to hurt us, 
ſave by denying us reſpiration, corrupted her naturall pureneſſe, to 
make usickly, lent her boſome to the Tempeſts, became the recep- 
tacle of haile and ſnow, and being ſerviceable to Gods Juſtice, be- 
| Pp 2 came 
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came the Magazine of his Thunderand Lightnings, ſent Peſti- 
lences into the world, turned a ſimple fickneſle into a contagion, 
and carrying corruption through all parts, did ofr-times change the 
u 14s a b- earchint9 a farall Cnckedine « Fire being the moſt active of all the 
mix; xbac vies E1 ments, did us more harm then all the reſt; for this body which 
Mes. ſeemstobe bur apure ſpirit, and by which che Angels themſelves 
bitari peel, did not diſdain tobecalled, crept into the Thunder, and agreeing 
with it's enemy, formed ſtorms wherein the waters mingled with 
flames of fire ſeem toconſpite mans death, and the worlds over- 
throw; contrary to it's nature, which ſeeks our highplaces, it de- 
ſcends, and gliding intothe entrails of the earch, excires earthquakes, 
conſumes mountains, and devours whole Towns: to revenge it 
it ſelfe forthe wrongs which we make it ſuffer by making ita ſlave 
to all Atts, it burns choſe whocome nigh it, it conſumes whar is 
given it, and not intereſſing it ſelfe with mens deſfignes, it ofr=tincs 
mars their work manſhip. 

Bur man was not > fenſible of all rheſe perſecutions, as of 
thar of the Sun, for this glorious conſtellation drew up ma- 
lignant vapours, ſpred abroad marrall influences, diſordered the 
courſe of the feaſons, parted the Spring from the Autumne, which 
were all one in the ſtate of innocency; ſtriprt the Trees of their 
leaves in winter, withered the flowers in Summer, and bereft the 
earth of her ornaments, and riches, Amidſt ſo many diſorders, 
man was bound to make him clothes, and to rob his ſubje&s that 
he might defend himſelfe againſt his enemies. He hunted wilde 
beaſts, clothed himſelfe with their skins, he who had aſpired ro 
make himfelfe a God, was brought to a condition of decking him- 
fefe with che hides of Animals, andlearnt to his coſt, that no ap- 
parell is proofe for all ſeaſons, butthar of Innocency. 

Thus his being neceſſitated ro cloth himſelfe is a mark of his of- 
fence, ler him do what fe cantorturn this puniſhment into brave- 

x Omntifeer. 3, * heisboundcoconfefle, that he covers his body only to fence 
xenen:atim. himſelte from pain, and thame, had he preſerved the reſpe& which 
m_— monkey he ought to God, his body would nor have rebelled againſt his 
ments ſunt qu;.. 10ul, and had nor this particular revolt been followed by a generall 
þ ad por rebcllion, he needed not have been obliged ro ſeek for Arms to de- 
Juneri con ts: fend himfelfe againſt his ſubjets. He ſees then his tault in his ap- 
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govern himſelf by reaſon, he ſhould chaſtize his body as oft as he 

puts on his cloths: and yer we ſeem to have a deſign to out-brave 

divine juſtice,and tolaugh atit's decrees; toglory inir's puniſhments 

and to make thar ſerve for our glory which oughr to ſerve for our 

confuſion, for there is hardly any one who doth nor ſome ways ad- 

vantage himſelf by his apparell, who doth not heighten himſelf by 

the Luſtre of gold or pearl, and who turns notthe ſhamefull marks 

of his undoing into ſtately Trophies of his victory. Adam was never 

ſoaſhamea as when he was forced tacloth himſelf, rhe skins he wore 

were the apparell of a penitent ; betorethat vanity had found our a 

means toimbelliſhrhem, they drewrtears from his eyes, and ſighs 

from his mouth. He never clothed himſelf but hebewailed his inno- 

cency,and whencold weather made him put on more cloths he con- 

ſidered how the irregulariry of rhe ſeaſons, was the puniſhment. of ad ttter 

his ſin. ? His wite knew not as yet the art of trimming her ſelf, all ge6ar Eva, ip- 

her daughters eloquence could not perſwade her that that which /an/ecircum- 

was apuniſhment of her diſobedience ſhouldadde unto her beauty ; m_ _ 

and comparing her innocency with all her other ornaments, the tentem, ignomi- 

could neverthink to gain by an exchange, where for originall righ- = rs 

teoutſneſſe which heb>f ſhe got nothing bur the ſlaver of worms, don 

or ſcum of fiſhes. | mane 
Lerus uſe what art wecan to lenifie our loſſe or to excuſe our /pfimme 

vanity, wecannot deny but rhat our moſt gaudy apparell are the ze. Terml.de 

ſpoils of beaſts ; and that we are very miſerable ſince betraying our habir- nul. 

grcatneſle, we ſeck for. ornaments in the botrome of the ſea, or in 

the bowels of the earth, for what elſe is wooll but ſheep fleeces? 

whats ſilk whereof ſo many different ſilks are made bur the drivell , Sed Yapillos 

of worms, and the ſepulchre wiich thoſe little animals make unto qui cum auro 

themſelves when they die? what is purple which had woat to be the /#perbian jun- 

badge of Sovereignty, but the bloud of certain fiſhes? * whar are | —+ D— 

Pearls but the warts of certain ſhel-fiſh, and the thickeſt part of the quam terre mi- 

fome of the ſea, which could nor be turned into it's ſubſtance? _— mw 

what are diamonds and rubies bur water congealed within rocks? _—:” 

what is gold which is made uſe of in ſo many prophane things, mendandis aut 

which men diſguiſe in ſo many ſhapes, which is ſought for with ſo ,u per 

much pain, which is got with ſo much injuſtice, and kept with fo yi; fufine:di 

much care,but the excrement of abarten ſoil, ro which the fire gives _ - oo 

Luſtre, and our crrour valuation? what in fine, is the linnen _ --———_ 
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with which we are coveredall over, and whetcin the greateſt part 
of our vanity conſiſts but a kind ofherb or graſle-which welce grow 
up and die, flouriſh in the fields, and in a ſhort time weather away 
which paſſeth through womens hands, which is wetted with their 
ſpittle, turned withrhe ſpindle, ſtrecht upon the loom , wrought 
with the ſhittle, whicened in the dew, and ar laſt cut into bands and 
handcherchicfs? muſt not one have loſt his judgmeart to glory in 
ſuch rrifles? and ifhis ornament deſerve any praiſe, is it not rather 
duc, to thoſe that made them, theo to thoſethat wear them? who- 
ſoeverglories ina ſute of apparel] intrencherh upon his tailors right, 
and who values himſclf the more for the ſtuffe he wears, injures the 
worms that ſpun it, orthe workmen * that wrought it. Our glory 
ought robe inourſelves, and we ought never to ground our great- 
neſſe upona thing which we forego as oft as we pur off our cloths. 
A man muſt not adorn himſeltwith thzt which he borrows from 0- 
ther creatures, and to believe that all the ſpoils of nature can'heigh- 
ten his deſcentis to have too ill an opinion of himſelf, 

Bur if the materials whereof ourcloths be made be contemptible, 
the cauſe why we wear them is criminall ; for thoſe whomay be ſaid 
rather ro ſer our, then tocloth themſelves, and who joyn pleaſures 
roneceſſity, have for the moſt part but two deſigns, whichare equally 
unjuſt. The firſt is to ſausfie themſelves, and to entercein their ſelf- 
love by the care they have of their body ; they. will make an Tdol of 
a {lave, adorna guilty perſon who deſerves death, bring him with 

omp to his puniſhment, and diſguiſe his miſery ro Alatter-his am- 
ME. they arc like thoſe captives who think. the better of their 1- 
rons becauſethey arc guilded: yet all their ornaments are but marks 
of rheir fin and mil- fortunes , and asa foot-man who wears a gaudy 
livery makes but his miſery more viſible,thoſe who trim themſelves 
the fineſt make but their ſhame more publick, Theart of rimming 
or adorning acknowledgeth no auchor bur the Devil. Þ He who 
taught the curious the vertue of herbs to make their inchantments, 
and the influences of the ſtars troorder their Horiſcopes by , he who 
taught the avaririous the way topuritie the earth, to make thereof 
the preciouleſt of metalls, he who taught the ambitious the ſecret 
of intrenching upon the peoples liberty, taught women to mingle 
colours, to polith diamonds,, tocalcive pearls, to compole materi- 
als, and to fallitie whole nature to inhaunce their beauty, and to ac- 
| quire 
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uire reputation by the loſſe of their modeity: ought notthis 
Sodnion infuſe diſtruſt into his diſciples? xa x ung oo 
as well loft rheir jt entas their modeſty, would they not believe 
thara ſinfull Angell would tarniſh their innocence, thar impure 
ſpirits wonldatrempt their chaſtity, and thar rebellious flaves would 
endevour to make them loſe their humility? 

The ſeconddeſigne of thoſe who delightin ſumptuous apparell 
is to pleaſe thoſe that look upon them, to entangle ſouls1n their 
nets, to purchaſe lovers, orſlaves, to govern by the pomp of their 
apparell, as Monarchs do by the terrout of their Arms. This is the 
more uſuall, and the more dungeon motive: the more uſuall, be- 
cauſe vain glory feeks out a Theater, becauſe ſelf-love, as well as 
ambition, will have ſpecarours. © To fay truth, women donor [8% 
greatly care for dreffing themſelves when they are alone; ſolitari- vetimerum 


neſſeisan enemy to pomp; a body is ſoon weary of linifying him- —_— = 


ſelfe when he means not to appear, the pain he findes in doing it 
. K | & * t ſtatur, quia 
makes him loſe the pleaſure of it ; and as Peacocks cloſe up their nemo vult ibi 
plumes when no body beholds them, women neglerheir dreſſing P/*tiofr wetti- 
dd . us indut, ub) 
when no body admires them. They reſerve their pearls and dia- ,; ,j;; no p6» 
monds for great meetings; Courts, and Masks, are the occaſions emit vid. 
whereupon they heighten their beauty ; and when they hayenei- G8: Mag.in 


ther witneſſes to obſerve them, norſervants to adorethem, ſelfe 


love is notof power enough to make themadornthemtelves, 


Asthis motive is the more uſuall, ſo is it the more ſinfull, for 
to boot that a woman that will cauſe love in another, runs danger 
of being caught therewithall her ſ{elfe,” thar it is hard to (carry fire 
ro onesneighbour, without ſelf-burning, 'tis aſſuredly to imitate 
thedevill, to ſerve for inſtruments to wicked ſpirits, to loſe the 
ſouls that Jeſus Chriſt would ſave, and to preſent =_ or a po- 
niard, to mad men, who would kill chemſelves. Ler women dif. 
guiſc their deſignes how artificially they pleaſe, ler them excuſe 
their intentions by thicir pretences z the endeavouring to ſeem plea- 
ſing to men, is never blameleſſe, the defire of entangling them is ,,,,, , 
always finfull; and the care they take in atciring themſelves, cicher 7; au wang. 
rocaptivate them, or to continue them captives, 15 _ preju- on'm ace proſti 
diciall rotheir chaſtiry. Pomp and luxury in apparell favours of 4 men /npre- 
proſtitution or vain glory, © both theſe faulrs are contrary to Our bic, wulieb, 


religion ; The difference of concition is bur a piece of Cunning 


which 
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which ſelf-love hath found out to authorize our diſorders, Onr 
fir(t condition is the condition of ſinners, we are ſinners, before we 
be Sovercigns, our ſouls were ſullied with Adams fin, before our 
bodics were clad in purple ; and all the ticles which flattery confers 
upon us cannot efface that of guilry. Ir precedeth our birth, accom- 
panieth our lite,and doth almoſt always follow our death,ſo as from 
the cradlerothegrave, our chicfeſt ornament ought ro be modeſty, 
and our apparel ought to partake more of penitency then of vanity. If 
we will © not have the Angels tobe therewithall ſcandalized, they 
muſt not ſavour of novelty, they mult nor be riotous, and nothing 
muſt be therein obſervable which denotes inſolency or uncleannes: 
cloths wercinvented by ſhame and pain , whatſoever ambition or 
ſelf-love hath added thereuntois ſuperfluous,and who governs him- 
ſelt by cuſtome, or excuſerh himſelf by his condition, forgets that 
heisa Chriſtian, or remembers not thathe is a fanner, 


C—— 


The eighth Diſcourſe. 


That the ſhame which accompanieth Nakedneſs, is 
a puniſhment for our offence. 


KHiloſophcrs who knew not the ſecrer of originall ſin, thought 
Phra rather to be the ſtep-dame, then the mother of man, 
and thar ſhe had not given ſuch teſtimony of her care of his 
preſervation, as of that of other creatures: beaſts are born with thcir 
weapons and their qpparell ; they are providedeither of hair or wool 
to fence them from the cold, andarmed etther with horas , or claws 
ro defend themſelves againſt violence, thoſe of the weaker ſort have 
their wiles to free themſelves from their purſuers , and ifthey-want 
both ſtrength and cunning, nature hath furniſhed them withagility 
ro ſhuntheirenemies who hunt afcer them , thus we ſee thar Lyons 
arc armed with teethand claws, and that theſe generous animals 
confiding in force, never refuſe ro fight when combare is offered, 
bulls have their horns, ſtags their coverts, wild bores their rusks, 
andall theſe differing defences, are ſo well munired, asa man cannot 
ſer uponthem without danger of being hurt, Hunting is an excr- 
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ciſe wherein danger is inixt with delight, it the hunters give blow s, 


they oft-tumes receive ome, and it deer or wild goats ſuffer them- 


ſelves roberame, 'ris not without revenge. Foxes have ſo many 


wiles, as it is experienced as well in hunting asin war ; that it is ea- 
ſier to overcomea couragious enciny , then a crafty one. Does, 
Hindes , and Hares , are ſo {iii of foot , as dogs nor horſes can- 


not overtake them; 'rhele rimerous beatts tind their ſafery in their 


feet, andasthe Parthians fight retreating, thele oyercometheir enc- 
mies by running away. 

Man on the coatrary, who glories himſelf to be the Lord of the 
Univerſe, fenters into his domiaions without either weapons, or 
apparell. He finds his ſubjects revolted, and hath neither ſtrength 
nor agility xÞ reduce them totheir duty, he is ſenſible of the unſea- 
ſonableneſle of ſcaſons,yer cannor fence himſelf from theirirregyla- 
rities, nor defend himſelt from their diforders. He makes triall of 
the 1igour of the elements, yet cannot keep himſclt uninjured by 
them: he is expoſed to the fury of his enemies, and wants weapons 
ro fight them; and nature dealing with him, as with a monſter or an 
illegitimatechild; affords him onely tears to bewail himſelf, he 
muſt be brought by timeto the ule of reaſon, before he can cither 
make himſelf cloths or weapons, for fourteen years ſpace he is a 
prey for wild beatts, and did not neceſſity make him ingenious, he 
would be the moſt miſerable of all creatures. s The reſt are clothed 
as ſoonas born z natures ſelt rakes care of clothing them, their ap- 
parell conſtitutes a part of their body, and the hair or wool which 
covers them is the meer work of nature : but man 1s ſtark naked, 
when he parts from his mothers womb, his skin is ſo tender as the 
very air offends ir, he muſt be put in pres robe freed trom the fu- 
ry of his enemies, he is treated like a flave roſave his lite, and he is 
not ſuffered to make uſe of any of his members, leſt he uſe them ro 
his own prejudice. When he is grown great, he is bound ro make 
war upon nature, tO preſerve himſelf; ro unrobe beaſts ro cloth him- 
ſelf, he muſt uſe a kind of Tyranny upon creatures, it he will free 
himſelf from the fury of the clements, and he hath ſo lictle credir in 
hisdominions, thar as he mult tear up theearth for food, ſo muſt he 
ſtrip beaſts ro cloth himſelt. 

Though theſe Philoſophers complaints ran appear juſt, yer are 
they irrationall z had they known mans fault they would never 
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haveblamed nature 2 for ſhe was not his ſtep-dame, till he became 
a ſinner; neither was ſhe cruellco him, till he was diſobedient to 
God; during his innocency, ſhe had largely provided for all his 
affairs; * ongjnall righteouſneſſe ſerved him for clothes, and 
choughthis apparel! was ſo very purely fine, yer was it proofc againſt 
all ſeaſons: as Summer was not exceſſively hot, ſo neither was 
Winter extreamly cold ; Spring and Autumne were ſo pleaſantly 
inter-mingled, as man _— naked, ſuffered nv incommodity : 
Trees which lent him their 


thorns to offend him, it was ſo ſmooth, and foallof apiece, as he 
might touch ir, and not hurt himſclfe, the graſſeand flowers where- 
With it was beautified, ſerved in ſtead of a pleaſing Carpet, which 
lacisfied his eyes, and was cafie to his feet: In fine, fin not having as 
yet wounded his ſoule, he was not inforced through ſhame ro co- 
ver his body; he beheld himſelfe with delight, not with ſhame, 
Gods workmanſhip nor being yet through diſobedience gone aſtray, 
he obſerved nothing therein which was not pleaſing to him, 
and to fay all in a word, as he had no faulty parts, ſo had he no 
ſhamefull ones , he ſaw not in his body, rhe pitures of his ſoutes 
rebellion, and whil'ſt the ſoul obeyed God, all parrs of the body 


obeyed the ſoul: * bur as ſoon as he grew guilty, he was forced to 


berake himſelfe ro apparell, to free him from pain and ſhame; for 
in a moment the ſcaſons grew out of order, rhe Elements waged 
war as well in his Dominions as in his body : the earth mingled 
thorns with roſes, the face thereof which tormerly was ſmoorh, 
became furrowed , and ſtones ſuccecding in the place of flowers, 
turned a delighrfull garden into a horrid defart. Man hearing 
ſtormsrhunder over his head, and teeling thiſtles ſpring under his 
feet, was inforced to cover both head and tee ro preſervelife. 

He was no leſfſe oppreſt with ſhame then pain, and theamaze- 
ment he was in, to ſee the ſhadow of fin upon his body, made him 
reſolverocloth himſelte, as well as did the irregularity of the ſea- 
ſons: the Lord of the whole world who bare the Image of God, 
imprinted in his face, wasa ghaſtto ſee himſelf, he could notendure 
his nakednefle, after once he had loſt his innocency, he ſought for 
leaves co hide his rebellion, and not having yet felt any pain for his 
fin, he was aſhamed of his puniſhinent ; he obſerved an impudent 

Y. ' novelty, 
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adeto refreſh him, didnort as yet fur- 
niſh him with leayes ro cover him: the earth brought forch no 
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novelty, which made him judge his nakedneſſe unſcemly, * he & execs 
knew by the diſorders which he found in himſelfe, that obedience 19% corperii 
of the ſoul cauſed obedience in the body; and that the revolt of !*<** i? 
theone aroſe from the like of the other. Since this farall hour, man andeeſler inde 
had ſhame mingled with his delights; thoſe which are moſt re- Padites, 
quiſite are moſt thamefull; choſe Aehialns, by which the world is _ G 
preſerved,are infamous ; thoſe which withſtand death, and make /#/:- ney 
amends for the hayock he makes in families, require ſolicude, and © Civic.c,r7. 
darknefle. Man hides himſelte to re-produce himſelfe , 1 marriage | rue veſt 
which is holy in it's Inſticurion, and ſacred in it's type, is thame- "oond emer 
full init's uſe; nor hath theneceſſity which doth authorize it, been ©": * 17% 
able totake away the ſhame which doth accompany it. +. monde 
Mans death is more honourable than his birth z they glory in Civic.cap.r8, 
murder though it beunjuſt, and are aſhamed of marriage, though 
it be lawtull. Open Champions are the Theaters whereon bartels 
arc fought ; theſe farall and bloudy ations are donear nooh day : 
they are made famous, and publique by the beating of drums, and 
ſoundof Trumpets; all men are called in to aſſiſt inthe routing of 
an Army ; the Conquerours you their renown uponthe num- 
ber of ctheenemy that are lefr dead inthe place ; and that which is 
termeda Triumph, is the reward of an hundred chouſand murders ; 
but mans birth is ſhamefull, » this guilty party ſteals intothe world. 
Solicarineſſe and obſcurity are deſtined for his produftion, and na- 94944etes 
ture, makes him ſuſpect that his conception is criminall, fince *ris ve 7 wo 
intamous, I very well know thata modern Aurhour hath imputed comicerur ex | 
this ſhame ro mans fantaſticknefſe, that he hath endeavoured ef- Ins: 
frontedly to maintain, that that ought not to be eſteemed ſhame- rapes 
full, that was naturall; that amongſt Philoſophers the production 
of man was eſteemed honourable, and that the Art which inſtru- 
Reth how to murder was as infamous, as unjuſt ; but this Authour 
who never had other guide, than nature g no religion, but libertt- 
niſac; no faith, bur experience; nor other telicity, then the de- 
light of the ſenſe; had not fallen into this errour, if he would 
| have conſulted the holy Scripture: he might there have learnt, 
that ſhame was born together with ſin, that nakedneſle conn 
nicd innocency, and that man did not abhor himſelfe, till he 
came ſiofull. If he commir murder with impunity, if he boaſt of 
bghting ; if he benor pleaſed in the glory thereof, ſave when it 1s 
Qq 2 bloudy ; 
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bloudy ; 'tis becauſe f1n hath corrrupted his reaſon, and that enga- 
ing him in cruelty, it hath made him rurn beaſt. Bur nor to engage 
my ſelf in ſeeking out the cauſe of ſo ſtrange a diſorder, which 
ſeem to countenance murther, and to place mans glory in the de- 
ſtruction of his like, *ewill ſuthce to know that ſhame is the puniſh- 
ment of * fin, and that nakedneſle * was baniſhed from off the earth, 
rogcther with innocence. Man could nor conſider his bodies re- 
volt without contufion, he was troubled ro {ee that he who was ſo 
abſolute in the world, was now no longer foin his own perſon ;, and 
that he who commanded over ſavage beaſts, could not commmand 
themoyeric'of himſelf. 
'Tis argued againſt chis truth, that rhe Barbarians continue their 
oing naked, though they have loſt their innocency, that ſhame 
Path not been able ro make them cloth themſelves, and thar nature 
which is equallin all nations, hath not imprinted in them thar re- 
ſentmenr of ſhame which makes even the moſt affronted. to cover 
cthemſclves, and to carry this their argumentation higher, and to 


_ give itall the ſtrength they can, they ſay that theſe people diſcove- 
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red of late, arenot polluted with originall ſin, ſince ſhame which is 
the puniſhment thereof, hath not as yet appeared in their faces. 
They laugh at ourapparell, and thcir climats being much 'more hor 
then ours, they are contented with ſuch clothing as nature hath gi- 
ven them ; and they leave us in doubt whether ſhame be a puniſh- 
ment of {119 orno, fincethey being as well faulty as we, they arc ci- 
ther le{leaſhamed or more affronted, ” Toanſwer this objetion we 
muſt {uppoſe that thame 4 which is a puniſhment of our ſin, is alſoa 
remainder of our innocency ; that Adam who loſt grace, loſt not 
reaſon , that that light of nature which remained to him, in his ob- 
{curity, was {ufficieat to make him diſtinguiſh between good & bad, 
and to make him abhorre that which contradicted ſeemlineſſe. 
Though he endevoured to excuſe his tault, he obſerved the diſorder 
thereot ; and though he loved the greatneſſe which he had unjuſtly 
endevourcd, he forbare not to blame his raſhneſle. Though this re- 
morſe was not ſufficient to obtein pardon for hisoffence, *twas ſharp 
cnough to cauſe ſhame in him, and that of reaſon which remained 


07 
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in him, was ſufhcient to make him bluſh. His-paſſions revole cauſed 
as much thame as pain in him, and the rebellion of his leh made 
tum cover himlcltas well as the rigour of theelements: this punith- 
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ment was mixt with grace, and God who wouldnot for ever undo 


him,ſent him this ſhame to reduce him to his duty: *twasan evidence «© Nulun quip. 


that though his nature was: corrupted, yet it was totally deſtroyed . 7*99#ma 
7 . ? contra natwiam 


and that 11m which had tyrannized over him, had not been able to «1. urnamre 
eftace all the principles which he had received from his Sovercign: defeat etiam 
but he neglecting the ule thereof, and choſe who came of him. not —_— 
improving this remainder of innocency, it grew weaker with time, ions. C : 
and the more taulry they grew, the more thameleſſe they grew. 
They loſt as well the thame of fin as the knowledge of God, 
they loſt the onely advanrcage which remained rothemin their miſ- 
fortune, and naturegrowing obdurate, they did no longer lament 
their paſt happinefle,nor were they aſhamed for theirpreſent miſery. 
This is that which makes the Barbariansnot bluſh art their nakednes, Cs : 
which makes them glory in their ſhame, which makes them-eſteem ts” 
that naturall, ' which is irregular ; and which makes them authorize tem Ubidinis « 
their diſorder by their evill cultome. We muſt not wonder if thoſe /#4/tames- 
a ; : tum adfert.Ta- 
who have loſt all the ſenſe of humanity, havenot preſerved the like ©, Atul. 
of ſhamefac'tneſle, if thoſe who makegreatneſle of courage ro con- | 
fiſt in revenge makes ſimplicity ro conſiſt in impudence: if thoſe 
who eat mans fleſh, do proſtitute it, and if thoſe wild people who 
know no religion, be likewiſe ignorant of modeſty: bur I wonder 
why Chriſtians take upon them the faſhions of Infidels, why ſhame- 
lefſneſſe ſhould paſſe from America into Europe, why believing 
women who have no more familiar vertue then ſhametac'rneſle, 
ſhould imitate Barbarians, and that by diſcovering their boloms, 
they ſhould defie modeſty. They pur on their apparell nor: ro cover 
themſelvs, but to makea ſhew; that which ſerved for their ſhame 
ſerves now fortheir vain glory ; apparell which was the mark of 
their modeſty,is now a proof of their impudence; did not the © wea- rPeriere mores, 
therconſtrein them to put oncloths , they would go naked; their - 
vanity is ſuch as ſeeks onely occaſion to ſhew 1t ſ{lf, they caſt off 4c new ut 
their handchetrchiefs in great aſſemblies, 'tis uncivill to be vailedat a periit pudor. 
Scnec. 1n Aga- 
mask ora play ; and they are aſhamed toappear modeſt, where men nee | 
uſe all cher art ro make them unchaſt, Thus great meetings are no- . 
thing but publick proſticutions, innocency is there deſtroyed by 
bringing nakedneſſein faſhion ; and men lend weapons to the Devil, 


to undo the ſubjects -of Jeſus Chriſt. T! 
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Of the Corruptionof 
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The ninth Diſcourſe, 


That Buildings are the work of Neceſs:ty, 
Pleaſure, or Vainglory. 


i rt: wedo not know all mans advantages in tie ſtate of 
innocency, and that that happy .condition be nor much la- 
mented becauſe 'tis not much knownygyet we very wellknow 
ir was exempt from painas well asfrom ſin; and chat man ſaw no- 
thing ncither in his perſon, nor in his ſtate, whichcauſed cither pain 
or ſhame in hint, The body was ſubject ro the ſoul, and the ſenſes, 
which ſo often break * looſe that they may fix themſelves to ob- 
jets without reaſons permiſſion, did nothing bur by her order; and 
this Sovereign was ſoabſolute, as her ſubjects had no other inclina- 
tions, but what were hers. | 

The world was as muchat quiet as man was, andtheclements web 
by theirconteſting moleſt him, held ſo good intelligence as the one 
neyer intrencht upon the rights of the other ; men neither feared 
the overflowings of rivers, earthquakes, nor fires, the earth was a 
remple and a palace, Religion did ſo wellagree with nature, as the 
ſame placeſcrved man to do his homage to God in, and-to diſporr 
himſelfin, he ſaw lus Creator in every Creature, they were images 
which painted forth unto him the perteRion of him that madethem, 
when hebeheld them for his paſtime, his pleaſure was not to be patr- 
red from his piety, and contenting his curioſtty, he ſatisfied his du- 
ty.* This Temple wasalſo his palace, he could with tor nothing, 
neither for paſtime,nor yet for profit, which was not in this ſtaref; 
habication. The heavens ſerved him for a canopie, andthe irregula- 
rity of thre ſeaſons had not yer obliged him to deprive himſelf by 
buildings, of the ſight of the moſt beautifull part of the world, the 
Sun was his torch, and when this glorious conſtellation withdrew 


himſelfro givelight ro the ocher half of the carth , the ſtars ſtep- 


ping into his place, afforded light enough, not to leave men in dark- 
neſle, graſſe mingled with flowers ſerved him for his bed: Trees 
lent him their thade, and holes which nature had hollowed in rocks 


{erycd 
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ſerved him for Chambers and Cloſets. Gates were ncedleſſc 
when there was no fear of theeves, * and windows would have 
been ,uſeleſſe when people apprehended neither winde, nor rain, 
Nature had ſo well provided for all things as arts were fuperfluous . 
and her —_—_ was lo exat as mans induſtry could adde no- 
thing thereunto,; allthe fields were gardens, all Forreſts, Parks 
all dens, Palaces ; and chough the floud hath changed the face of 
the world, it's out-rages could not efface the beauty thereof. There 


be Forreſts yer thick enough to ſhelcer us, Champions of extent 


—_ 


enough to weary our eyes, Vallics delighrtull enough for divertion 
tothem, and Cavernes rich cnough to fatisfie chem: the pillars 
which ſuſtain theſe forreſts, are the models of our Columnes, the 
brooks which water theſe Champions, have furniſh us with the in- 
vention of water-pipes; the concavity of Trees hung in the aire, 
hath taught our Architechts ro vault buildings ; their proportions 
have cauſed Symmetry , and the Caverns in mountains, are the 
originall of our houſes. 

Tis true that where ſin had corrupted man, and diſordered na- 
rure, we were forced to raiſe buildings to faveour (elves from the 
injury of weather; and not being ſecure in a condition where we 
ſaw ſo many ſubje&s revolted, we were necefſicated to build Cita- 
dels to keepus from being furprized by them. » Bur neceſſiy nor 
being ſo ingenious3as ſelf-love, ſhe was contented with providing 
remedies for the moſt prefling evils, and did not ſeek fo much for 
accommodation, as for preſervation. The firſt houſes were bur one 
ſtory high, the carth afforded the materials, and Tharchwas the co- 
vering ; man finding nothing delightful, in ſo fad anabode wiſht 


for anearthly Paradiſe, and neverthought of his former condition, 


without being ſorry tor his diſobedience, which had baniſhed him 
from thence: he never betook himſelfe ro thispriſon, bur either 
when the nights obſcurity, or the weather, made him ſeek for Co- 
vert ; he looked upon it as upon his grave, and living in ſo unplea- 
ſing anabode, he did by degrees prepare himlelfe tor ceath ; but 
when ſelf-love grew weary of ſuffering the uniſhmenr of ir's fin, 
and when juſtling divine Juſtice ic would finde out a Paradiſe in 
this world ; it invented Architecture, and taught man how to 
change his-priſon into a Palace: under the conduct of ſo good a 


Maſter he taiſed ſtately Palaces, he ſoughc for ſtone in the bowels 
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innocent malefactours, ſeeing they bare reſpe&t ro Gods' Juſtice 
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ot the earch, nc poliſht them wich tools, he ranked chem wich Sym- 


metry, and placing one of them on the cop of another, he made 


his exile glorious, and his priſon pleafing. 

Thoſe who wiilexcule this diſorder, fay that 'tis a work worthy 
the wiſdom of man; that he is not forbidden to defend himſelfe 
from natures Out-rages; that it 5s to imirate- God, aud that every 


þulding 1s animageof the world, andan Epicome of the Univerſe; 


that tzmeis requititeto bring things to pertection, thar the firſt men 


were not lefle vain, bur lefle induſtrious, that if Adam had been 
1 good Archirectour, he would not havelefr his children ſo long 
in Dens, and Cabins : that houſes were the beginning of Towns, 
that * men were nevercivilized rillthey lived within the circuit of 
wals; and that whil'ſt they lay in Forreſts, their lives were rather 
beſttall, then rational}l, 

But let vanity make what excuſes ſhe pleaſeth, ir is not to be 
denied but that buildings as well as apparell, do prove our guilr, 
and that the cxcefſe and pomp which are uſed therein, are marks of 
Qur ambition, for houſes are builr either out of Neceſſity, Plea- 
ſure, or Vajn-glory z and men ſeek fornothing therein bur the pre- 
(ervation of theirlife, the ſatisfaction of their ſenſes, or the ho- 
nour of their name. Our firſt fathers built only to ſhun the perſe. 
ciztzon of the Elements, they were contented with a houſe which 
{zavedthem from ſtorms, and provided that it would affordehem 
ſbade againſt the Sun, and covering againſt the cold, they were 
wellapayec ; Archireure was not yet become an art, every man 
was bis own Atchitet: after having cur out his clothes, he made 
airaſelfea houſes and ſecking only how to fence himſelfe againſt 
te incommocities of lite, he ſought for neither delight, nor vain- 
glory in buildings : two Trees joyned together did oft-times make 
a houle, the entrance into a rock would with ſmall coſt, lodge a 
whole tamily , Þ and the thickets which now ſerve for a retreat for 
wilce beaſts ſerved to lodge men in: Nature was indulgent.to theſe 


which did puniſh them , ſheallai'd therigour of che Elements, and 
regulatedthe Seaſans diforders. Though theſefirſt menwere leſſe 
ey than we, andthat their buildings were the mcer workmans 
thips of necefliie, yer they did acknowledge Adams rebellion: as 
oft as they withitood themſelves jato thoſe SanRuarics of dirt 


and 


* Jo 
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and mire, they were bound to believe thar during theſtateof inno- 

cency,the world was not an Enemies Countrey, & that the creatures 

ear make war againſt them, cillcheir Father had rebelled againſt 

: When: they had loſt the remembrance. of the earth! di 

and their ſorrow for the loſle thereof, they On. jews. 

rhemlelvesin their exile, & to pleaſe themſelves intheir ſtrucures 

they incloſcd whole Champians within their Parks, they clanged 

rivers into Water-works, and Forreits which ſerved for coverts to ++ 

wilde beaſts, into. Groves, fox the bexter ornament of their houſes : & 4gerani 0e* 

« chat whuch did ſuffice to lodge a whole Generation, was too little 1994 popu 

to lodgeaſingle Family ; one man poſleſied more land then a Nati- —_ _ 

on; and Sp formerly made up alittle Kingdom, was now ſeodas quod «- 

the Farm for- one particular man: they made Nature ſerve their — 
ures z they corrupted her who glacicd ro follow Gods orders, to Sen Eo 

did fit her inclinations to their deſigns; they ſaw no rivers, on the 89. ow” 

banks whereof they raiſed not up houſes of delight; whereſveyer 

the carth threw our warm water, they there made bathes; where the 

ara wans AR Land, they there made fiſh-ponds, and pre- 

{cribing bounds'to this Element, which receives Laws only. from 

God: they forced the fierceneſle thereof to be ſerviceable ro their 

paſtimes: theybuile Ciradels on the rops of mountains, to diſcover 

the ſubjacent Countreys,, and changing Champians into large pa- 

2 made their neighbours inherirances ſerverheir delights. 


'But mans 1u3 owing weary, of things when they became 
common, and Aefpilhn whar:ic poſſeſlerh, jw having gotten from 
nature all tharthey could hope for, they diſordered her courſe, to 


tinde contentment in her di order : they turned the courſe of rivers MATER 
toincloſe their Palaces withall, the: on vivunt 


raiſed up vallies, and levelled ;, urn 
mountains z thatthey might exerciſe their tyranny every where, qui pomwiein 
they found the invention of Arches to build intheaire, and of A- /#mma turmibus 


queduRs ro bring water into Towns ; they planced forreſts on. the prone. wy 


rop of their houſes, 4 and bringing themſelves co mans firſt condi- dmwawas fo 


tion, they lodged undertrecs and woods; they builtin barren pla- Pig naar | 
ces, that they might pleaſe themſelves in overcoming nature, they ip, quo im- 


led Deſarrs to drive Lions.thence , and to take pleaſurc in probe cacumine 
= on built houſes in themidſt —_—_— 


pain, which ſeemsto be her Encmy, 
of ſolitary places. But certainly t 
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rhey were inconſiderate in building ſo great Palaces for /aman, 
who during his life, and after death takes up but ſeven foot of carrh, 
they grew weary of ſo great buildings, they loſtthemſclves' in thele 
Labyrinthes, and knowing that they could fill bur one chamber; 
they acknowledgedit was unjuſtly: done to build {o prodigious a 
number of rooms, © they learn't by experience, that whar they 
could not poſſeſſe belonged nor to them:andtharro build in fo+ ma- 
ny places, was tro make lodgings for Owles, and to prepare -habita- 
tions for Horn-Coots., <pobs'h. np th 4 HE 4; 
Vain glory reaped noadvantage by the faults pleaſure commitred, 
bur looking upon the works thereo onely 'as'npon beginnin®s, ſhe 
undercook whatſoever ſeemed to be impoſſible, and: her'raigng of 
Cotaſſuſes and Pyramides was onely to purchaſe fame: ſhe tho [: 
that of all mans works rhere was none- more withſtood" the'ithjufſes 
of rime, then thoſe 'buge heaps of ſtone and'tocks 5 the eftecitied 
victories, odious, batrles, bloudy ; and thought rhat 'Triumphs re- 
uired Hiſtoriansand Poets, ro make them! be known: ſhe knew 
t Childrenwere nor immortall, thar kingdomes had-rheir peri. 
ods as well as families ; and that the yertues'of Princes were afvel 
buriedin oblivion, as their vices: ſhe wy: piece nothing wasof 
fo longcontinuanceas buildings, that the vaſt greatnefle thereof. 
rendered their authors memorablero poſtericy, and thar-the works 
of ſo many hands and ſo many years, could nor periſh! bur-cogether 


withthe warld. Upon this fooliſh belicf, Kings cauſed Coloſnſes to 


be built of fo prodigiousa height, that ſhips fled: berween their 
legs with their Maſts up and Sails diſplayed; +eliey buile P3ramides, 
the foundations whereofdefcended even untg hell,-and their tops 


. wereloſt in the clouds: theytiredtheix. ſabjeits £9 tonitent their am- 


£ Yexite.edifi 


bition ; they chrewall the*-tevenues of their kingdoms into--the 
bowelsof the carth, to purchaſe repuration , they' engraved'theit 
nes inbraflſe,they hung their arms roundabout the wals of towns, 
and becauſe marble is more 'ſolid then'paper, they thought that 


cemm nobie rap. that theſe monuments of vainglory-woutd aft longer thenthe-wri- 
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tings of Orators or Philoſophers. © - I Ees es 
This paſſion is as ancient as the deluge, thoſe that deſcended 

from Noah were the firſt thar attempted it: they would leave marks 

of heir mightrs poſterity, before'they would divide themſelves 10 


% 


people 
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peoplethe world; they undertgobe a piece of work worthy, their 
vain glory, andnotknowing the Mherabermemg heaven car 
they reſolved ro erect a rower which ſhould unite thet' both:coge- 
ther: chey thought certeinly heaven might haye been taken by Sce- 
{44e,and that without raking the pains co win it by their vertue, they 
might cakeic in by ſtorming. Naleſſcrhena muacle could difliwade 
them from ſoraſha deſign, they laid the foundation of this building 
ſo my in the carth, as they hoped tg reachto heaven, after having 
come 1loneer hell: their workadvancediaſcnlibly, they had already 
outgonethe higheſt mountains, chey ſaw ſtorms formed under theit 
feet , they wondered that drawing .neerer rothe Sun, thecold grew 
the greater, they could not comprehend how getting ſo far from the 
carth, their approach towards heaven ſhould be fo very. ſmall, they 
loſt rhe ts a= men,che greateſt: trees ſeemed bur as Piſmires to 
them, andall obje&sax ing to them buras Aromes, they. won- 
der that the ſtars ſeemed no gtcater. The deſire of glory made» them 
overcome all difficulties, their courage was inflamed by their pafſi- 
. on for purchaſing eſteem, and the death of their companions: thar | 
fell into precipices, could notaſſwage their ambition. Heaven # did & 2/en<r | 
Par” ama theirpain, £0 ſtop the courſe of ſounvrofitable/ ala» en cite 
bour ir put genfuſion into their mouths and codivide their- under» © twrrim quan 
wanding, divided cheir language, every wondered that he:had for» -— aaron 
got his native tongue,andlearncanotherinan inſtant;;the brother ceperun; boc | 
could not bclieve thathis brother could nor underſtand him, the fa- /«cere nec def- 
ther chonght ic ſtrange tharkis ſon could not conceive whathemeance - yo 
and wives were much aſtonithed to ſectheir husbands change their zec ea ozere [; 
| not having changed theircountrey, So ſtrange an accident fompleere : def 
put an cnd roſogrearta work, and parred thoſe by force who. out of —_— 
vain glory had undemaken ir, the people that underſtood one anO- lingua eorun. 
ther-rctired imo thefame cquarreys; that which nad divided them! Gcaut, 
from others, united them rogerhars and they imagined that 'ewas 
the will of heaven, they thould liveunder the ſame climate, ſince it 
had given them the ſame ——_ 
Men were natmade the wiferby this memorable example , there 
were ſome, who joyning induſtry covainglory endevoured to imi- 
tate the works of God, andro make in this lower worldan Epitome 
of the Univerſe, This was a more refined pride, and ſeemed more 
" | Rr 2 praiſc- 
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308 Of the Corruption of 
praiſe-worthy then the other fince 'rwas moreingenious: for Princes 
who built Tombs or Palaces had no hand inthe work more then the 


bare deſire; the Archire&ours conceived the defign, rhe earth fur- 


niſhed the marcrials, the-people were at the expenſe, and the han- 
dycrafts men contitbured their Jabour : rhus was rhe glory dijvi- 
ded, and thoſe bare away the moſt, who certcinly deſerved the 
leaſt. | 

But when induſtry zoyned with vain glory, honour was no more 
divided ; he who laid the proje&t employed no other hands, then 
his own to cffetthe work. Thus did ingenious Archimedes encloſe 
whole Nature * ina veſſel of Chryſtall ; he obſerved all rhe mori- 
ons of the heavens ina brittle Globe. and if hecould not infuſe in- 
fluences into the ſtars which he there engraved, he gave them ar leaſt 
light and beauty: whoſoever was in the midſt of this in-animated 


Sphere ſaw the Sunariſe above his head, and' the ſtars ſer under- 
neath his feet; this tranſparent globe did at one and the ſame time + 


ſhew all the ſecrets of Nature, and looking upwards or downwards 
one might thereobſerveall the rarities of both the Hemiſpheres. A 
certein-Poec, admiring the excellency of this work, i thought he 
could cauſe Jealouſic in his F»piter, andinthis belicf made itbe told 


him in-his language, that the hand of a man had equal'd"Gods hand: 


and that if it had as much itrength asit had compendions adrefſe, it 
might have formed a ſecond Uuiverſe, © 


* 


notwithſtanding what the Poets ſay,*this Maſter-picce of _ 


workmanſhip did not ſurvive it's author, the ſameage ſaw thebegin- 
ningand endthercof, the ranſacking ofa Town pur a period”to this 
little world, when S:racuſawas taken by the Romanes, Archimedes 
was there (| 

which promiſed immornality to their builders, at& reduced ro aſhes 


as well as the bodies which they did -inclofe, we*do not know the. 
places wheretheir toundations were laid, and of all the marble and: 
porphiry which went co their.compoſure, nothing' bur ſmoak and” 


duſt remains, of all che ſtately buildings which vanity hath prody- 


ced, none.but the Pyramides of Egypt have triumphed over time. 


Thoſe mighty mafles of ſtone remain yet intire, the Theaters, the 


Amphithearers of Rowe, which were built ſo many ages after theſe: 


miacles of Memphis, are now.nothing but ruines, regarded for their 
Antiquity 
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- tions, ighath undermined their tops, and if ruſt have"nor ſpo 
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Antiquity, thoſe-proud portals and ſtately Theaters, for which 
Romesgreatneſle, after ſhe harh been ſo ofc demoliſht, is ſtill admi- 


 eed, arconely recepracles for owles, and neſts for ſerpents. And thoſe 


Temples, wherein heretofore ſo many Gods were lodged, ſerve 
now onely to raiſe Remes wals, But the Pyr amides of Feypr ſtand yet 
firm upon their foundations; Thunder bears reſpe& unto them, 
the injuries of time ſpares them, and as if Nature knew that they 
were built by thelabour of Gods people, that they are the work- 
manſhip of their hands, andtharthe Coement * which faſtens the 
ſtones ragerher was ſtceped in theirtears, ſhepreſerves this work as 
a mark of theirſervicude, and as atterernall monument of their glo- 
rious deliverance. None of the other buildings, could defend them- 
ſclvesagainſt the elements, if the ſword have-ſpared them, fire 
hath conſumed them, if water have not overthrown their founda- 
led 
them, Time which conſumes all things hath devoured them. Ir is 
notfitring that. the workmanſhip of men ſhould be more laſting 
then that of God, {ince Nature periſherh in anyone of her parts, 
that ſhepreſervesnor her | 9 but by their loſſe, thereis no 


- reaſon why <difices ſhould be eternall, fince the world for being in- 


tected with ſin was drowned by an univerſall deluge, and ſhall be 
conſumed Þy-agenerall fire, 'ris nor fir that our Palaces which are 
bur the inventions of pleaſure or vanity, ſhould be of a bertercon- 
dition , and man--muſt > amis vo ruine of his workmanſhips, 
that guilty handscan-make nothing which deſerves not-to be de: 
Kroyed cither by ſword or fire. 


i 


--- , The tenth Diſcourſe, 


That the greateih part of our paſtimes are 


occaſions of ſin. 


Hough'tman had 'remained in the ſtate of innocency , he 

| | woblE have ſtoof in nced of ſome diycrſton or paſtime, his 

; conftirutton which pact him beneath chat of Angels, rc- 
quires thar hislabburs ſhould be-intermitted by ſome honeſt recrec- 


o tion, 
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310 Of the Corruption of 
tiog, and his mixcure of foul and _ doth not petmir him; to be 
always buficd, Nature, which ſerves him fora:rule endevoatrs-ſome 
relaxation in her labours: ' the carch reſts in the-rwinter ſeaſon, ſhe 
ſomecjmes ſports her ſelf for recreation, and amongſt /her- ſerious 
works doth ſome ridiculousones, which are. her"reorcavions;or -ex- 
travagancies, The fea is- calm after a ſtorm, therwinds wherewich 
ſhe was 2girared leave her in-quiet, and thoſe ſpirirs ' whickr appear 
enemies to reſt, are lulled aſlcepin the bowels of the earth. *-; 
Though labour be naturallto man it needs relaxation, his fpirir 
is r00 weak to be always bulied 4 \it nor of the nature -ofrxvers, or 
of the heavens which find'their reſt in motion, as fleep repairs the 
Þodics ſtrength, ſodoth recreation repair the like of the ſoul, and 


change of excrciſe is co her a kind of recreation, Bur in the ſtate of | 


znnocency,man found his delight in his. duty, heunwearied himſelf 
inconfidering Gods wondertull works, and natures beauties, which 
had charms enough to recreate him, » had not powere bo {es 
duce or corrupt himy whilſt he ſaw the ſtars he adored him who 
had giventhem their lighe and influences: whileſt he beheld che 
flowcrs he admired bim who had made cham-ſd beautifull and deljs 
cate, whilſt heconſidered the earths fertility -and* te diverfiry of 
her productions , hee bethought himſelfe how fo many miracles 
coſt God onely the ſpeaking of a word ,' and how the - nothing 
out of which they were produced did contribute nothing untothem 
butablind obedience. When he heardthe comfort of birds or the 
yſe of the waters he rowſed up hisfoutto his Creator, andazaf the 
ad underſtood the language of thoſecreatuges, he ſung his prayſcs 
who had made them ſpeak. In fine, man was religious'in all his re- 
creations, whilſt he did divert himſelf, he did actions of piety 3" and 
Nature bcing mingled with,Grace, whilſt he. did unbend his cogi- 
tations he did ſomehomapets his God: Burwhen fin hadionce cor- 
rupted his inclinations, he ſerved his recreation from his duty, and 
took delight in nothing bur offence,  * , 


All the remedics which webring'to this diſorder have not yer 

— beenable ro retormjt; our moſt harmleſle recreations may become 
cha, nojlrumeſ} 
quod 1111 1 C++ 
Mit & Maxi 

_ & /ain's fleh 
Vodf 


faulry, and we find by experience that whillt we think to-divert our 
mind we ingage it in thecreature, ® which doth eſtrange it from 'the 
Creator, Our a have no longer cither meaſure or bounds, 
they are elther uſtleſſe or dangerous, if there be no exceſſe in them, 
there 
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there is'vanity; if they do not-mviſh our hearts, they ſteal away 
our time's. and if they do-not altogerher' chware- Gods will, they 
hinder us from'following ir: | 
Thereare ſome men whoſe eyes are only buſied in beholding the 
beaury of Tulips; they: makean Arr of chispleaſure, and a ſerious 
occupation-of this uſeleſſe recreation; they craffique in onions, as 
Merchants do in ſtuffs: |/The price of theſe flowers is inhanced by 
their fantaſticalnefle; an exrravagancy in nature paſſerh with them 
for a miracley they therein admire che mixture of colours, * they © Adttcrium 
arenot therein pleaſed with purity, and to uſe Tertuljans words, _—_— 
if they meet with noadultery, or inceit there, they are norpleafed. _ 
their-pafſion' hath foyndour-a new language to expreſle the diffe- 
rence of Tulips: *tisa picce of incongrutty to uſean ordinary term 
2man-muſt {peak according to the rules of Art if hewillbe ad- 
ryitted/into their Academy. All the ſecrets of husbandty are re- 
qo toculcjvaterheſe fowers, which do-ſatisfie but oneof onr 
enſes; they muſt be raken our of the carth, and pue-in 'agairr in 
their due feaſons, and a man mult labourall rhe whole year ro reap 
ſomedelight in theSpring. jet 
| 'Theloveof painung is yetof leſſetife then: is that of fowers', 
forte painters do what they can they-cannot-equall nature: their 
pieces will never beſowell finiſhed asare herprodudtions, ? nor Þ Pifura men. 
can theirpenfils how. excellent Maſters ſoever they be repreſene £**" +4 
* theroſes/angllillies, which grow-in thefields, yeewe ſcemen of ——— 
good condition who'fill their Cloſers' with pictures, 'who excraRt | 
vanity from whence the painters have exrrated profic;- who ſpend 
cheirlives it-obſerving'the Pieces made by Baſſane, or Caravageio 
who ſtudy to know acopy from an origingll, and who ſpenda good 
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|; part” of their -eſtare in buying of res do not Content” j, corincbia pi- 


rheireyes,tillchey have wou ; their kmaginations, This exer- Axſque taoulas 
ciſe is termed an honeſt recreation ;- men never blame themfelves 7 wales veſſer 
for having ſpent all cheir rime, theireſtave, and theiraffe tion in rhis rag, 
uſelefſeoccupation,nor dothey think theniſelves roo blame though (#neſ2 «iq-e 
they make an [doll of che handy- wotk of a-Carver, or Painter, - 1,00 wwe 

- A h- clacks are 'uſcfall F and that rhe houres which they cranquil;capsy, 
ſhew fort 0k us in mind of theſhortneſſe of” our life, yer cannor 

L approve of too inordinate affeRion thereunto. For whar likelihood 

thar our watches ſhould meaſure ourtime, of which we are 
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ſo prodigall : * That we ſhould take ſo much pain to make them. 
goarjghr, and that we ſhould not labour toaccord our paſſions * 
that we ſhould be carcfull co govern them by the Sun, and ſhould! 


never think of governing our ſclves by Jeſus Chriſt © yer this is 


one of the paſtimes of the age; where we:may ſee men-who carry. 


the rule of their life in their pockers',- who accommodate them- 


{elves unto their watches, who think. novthat they goalſtray, be-: 
cauſe they meaſure rheirmoments, and enjoyning rhemlſelyes to as 


much pain as did Charls the Fift, think there goes nolefle arrtto 


make many watches go juſt rogerher, thencomake divers people 


joyn in the ſame delſigne. 


Learned men deſpiſe theſe recreations,, and --yet take. 0-: 


thcrs which bear not more reaſon with them: the knowledge of 
Medals which was formerly only an help to Hiſtory,: is now the 


occupationof Criticks. They negletrhe lives of Princes, toiſtudy. 


their picures, they ground their {cience upon the: Caprichio of ian 
Ingraverz ſuch-monies as were currant in the reign of the Empe- 
rours, areplaced inthe beſt parts of their Cabinets, ' They treaſure 


{ upbraſflſe and latten, ourof a fooliſh curioſity, they change ny 
| l 


gold for ruſty medals, andes if antiquity ſer a valuation-upon. a 
things, they more cſtecm the picture of Antonius, or Marcus Anre- 
Lins, upon copper, then that of Henry the Great, or Lews the Juſt 
upon golds they vex themſelves about worn out characters, they 
ask advice of all Authours, to explain theſe Enigmaes, and as if 
they were ingenious totheir prejudice, they feck in ſepulchres: the 
cauſe of their | x Ange Theſe Sancuarics. of the dead;,to 
which, avarice beats reſpet, have not been able to defend them- 
ſclves againſt theſemen, who do violate religion, ro content curio- 
ſity., Nature complains. of their ſearches, and 'all the World 
wondersthat the PLUes of the dead which have nothing of-plea- 
ſing inthem can ſerveforagiverſion to the living. et 

Bur if all theſe paſtimesbe the effects of fin, it muſt be confeſt 
that gaming isonc of the moſt unjuſt and ſinfull ones 4 it is,autho- 
rized by cuſtome,, and becauſe 'tis common, 'tis thought-to be 
harmeleſſe; halfe the world have no other imployment bur this 
exerciſe. * 'Tis is the trade of all ſuch as haveno trade, and the 
occupation of all uſcleſſe- men :/tis the ruine of che greateſt fami- 
lies, and it alone fends more poor to the. Hoſpirall, then hunting, 


love, 


* 
> 


turns to impiety, andafter having n_—— the gain, he vomits 
g | 
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love, and war do, joyned altogether, yet hath it ſo' powerful 
Charms as ir makes it {elfe be beloved of all thoſe thar ir diſobli- 
geth; it's Martyrs are fo faichtull ro ir as when they have no more 
co loſe, they notwithſtanding languiſh after it; it's inconſtancy 
makes them loveit, they hope hat after having dealr ill with them, 
it will makethem amends; and being far from imitating thoſe dif- 
creet lovers, whoceaſcto purſue anungratetull Miſtreſſe, who paies 
their ſervice with diſ-reſpe&, they endeavour to overcome it's in- 
conſtancy by their fidelity, when this Tyrant hath made himſelte 
maſter of rheir affection, 'ris almoſt impoſſible to ger them our of 
hisclutches, theloſle of theireſtare ſets them norar liberty, after 
having loſt wherewithallroplay, they continuetoloveiry, and the 
will growing obdurate againſt what reſiſts it, they never” have ſo 
ercata paſſion forthis paſtime, * as when they are nor ina conditi- 
on of taking it. Though I hope not to cure an evill which all the 
world holds incurable; I will not forbear ro make the nature of ir 
known, to the end thoſe whoare nor yet infected therewithall, may 
defend themſelves againſt it, and that growing weary by other 
mens harms, they may fortunately eſchew the danger. 

It's firſt diſorder ? 1s that ic awakens all the paſhons which diſ- 
compoſe the heart of man, 1t excites all thoſe motions which mo- 
leſt his reaſon, it raiſeth thoſe overflowings which morall philoſo- 
phy endevours to calme, it irritates ſuch Tempeſts as the other ſtri- 
veth to allay, & cauſeth more ſtorms in a moment, then all philoſo- 
phy canquiet inage. Avarice waites cloſe upon it; 8 let ſuch hand- 
ſome gameſters.ſay, what they pleaſe, who dobur bite upon the bri- 
dle, when they looſe ; and who bear their bad fortune witha good 
grace, all men play to win. This exerciſe is a kind of Trafhque: 
*tisa generall uſury whereinevery oneglories; *tis their cleareſt in- 
comb, who can joyn fleight of hand to good fortune, and who can 
lead fortuneas they liſt. They arc leſſe egg'd on by pleaſure, then 
by profit; and if they will acknowledge their owne weakneſle, 
they muſt confeſle, that choſe who are moſt liberall, are avaritious 
at play. 

—_ governs there yet more abſolutely then doth avarice , 
2 man cannot have ill luck withour ſome commotion, * his pulſe 


beats high, when the dice do not favour him; an unlooked for 


chance puts him in diſorder ; if his il] luck prove conſtant, his fury 


forth 
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forth blaſphemies againſt heaven. Ambition takes her place between 
avarice and anger, forthough play makes all men equall, rhough 
the freedom of play forbids ceremony, though it be lawfull in play 
for every man to defend his ownliberty, and that thercin the ſer- 
vant may argue with his Maſter, yet vain-glory hath a ſhare there- 
in; men think winning an advantage, and: that he that wins is ei- 
ther more dexterous, or more fortunate; and as if fortune oughr 
to be more juſt in play, than in battels, men complain thar ſhe fa. 
vours the weakeſt, or the worſt fide. 

In fine, ſorrow ſucceeds all other paſſions in this exerciſe, for if 
the loſſe be great, 'tis always accompanied with ſorrow. Shame 
and repentance ſer on thoſe rhat looſe, * the one fiezech on the 
heart, rhe other on their countenance ; they are diſpleaſed with all 
things: not knowing to whom to break themſelves, they betake 
themſelves to cvery body; and arcbound to confeſſe, that contra- 
ry to their intention they finde pain and repentance, where they 
Gu hr for pleaſure and recreation. The ſecond diſorder of play, 
is, that it alienates men from their duty, and hinders them from 
doing what they ought, or from — their affairs. All world-- 
Iy things arc ſolinkt rogether as an evillſcldome comes alone, one 
mil-tortunc always produceth another, anditis almoſt impoſſible, 
thata malady doth not oft-times become a contagion. Great winds 
cauſe great droughts, and whilſt the aire is agitated with theſe ex- 
halations, the carth is not watered with rain, Droughts cauſe 


| dearths, and all the husbandmans labour cannot defend us from fa- 
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mine. Dearthscauſethe plague; for whenneceſfity makesallthings 
food, and thqt without conſidering what is good, or what is bad, 
men fall tro whatſocyer they meer withall, mens temper muſþ be 
corrupted, and the body which is nouriſhed with unwholefome 
food, mult needs gather ill humours. Thusina Kingdom, one dif- 
order is always cauſe of-another. > Indulgency of Princes leaves 
faults unpuniſhed, impunity cauſerh licentiouſneſſe, licentiouſ- 
neſſe uſhers in murder, and murder cauſeth war in the midſt of 
peace. Particular families being little States, and Oeconomy being 
the picture of policy, one diſorder never happens there alone; the 
Matters fault isalways followed by the confuſion of all the Dome- 
ſtiques. Exceſlc in gaming is aninfallible proofe of this:ruth, for 
thoſe who paſſionately love this paſtime, give over thethought of 


| bulineſfe, negleR the government of their houſe, loſe all their 


rela- 
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relations of Father, Maſter, or husband, and by one and the ſame 
faulc, injure their children, wiyes, and ſervants. They loſe all chey 
have, ina ſhort time, they morgage their lands, contract debrs; and 
are conſtrained to kcep out of company becauſe rliey cannor appear 
abroad in their former gallantry. If che wives will not thut cthem- 
ſelves up with their husbands, they muſt make friends, and muſt in- 
828 theirconſcience, and betray their honour to continue their or- 
nary expence and porte, 

Buc ifthis misfortune which is but too ordinary,ſhou!d not happen, 
Gameſters muſt confcſle, that this exerciſe bereaves them of all rheir 
time, which is a diforder no lefſeconſidetable then all the reſt. For 
Time © is the moſt pretious thing that 1s, our ſalvation depends up- 
on the moments thereof; eternitie muſt be his reward or puniſhment, 
and we ſhall be happy or -miſerable according ro the good or bad 
uſe wemakeoftime, which is the meaſure of merit, the rule of good 
or bad actions, and theſe daigs which we are ſoprodigall of, are the 
bounds which divine J 1ſtice hath preſcribed to our labows. When 
the ſoul forgoes the body, and paſlerh from crime to eternity, 'tis no 
more in her power toacquite vertue, or Whſtand vice, fin Carries 
nothing into the other world bur what ſhe hath gathered here:good 
deſires are of no advantage to her, if they have not bin fore-gone by 

ood cffeas; norcanall the ages to come profic her, if ſhe have nor 

imploy'd paſt moments wel. Yet © cxperienceteacheth us,that game- 
ſters never count their years;a man mult be very eloquet to perſwade 
them that hours are more precious then piſtols,and that it is caſter ro 
pay their debts thento recover the weeks which they have loſt. Time 
advanceth always and never returns, itis as hard to recall rime 
 paſtastoſtop the preſent. Whenthe Sun (which is the rule of times 
motions) ſtood ſtillin the midſt of hiscareer, to obey a mans word, 
the preſent timeceaſed not toroul on, thoughir had loſt it's guide, 
when the ſame conſtellation returned rowards the caſt. to aſſure 
a great Princethat his death was deferred, the time paſt did not re- 
treat back withir, and divine Providence whichchanged the- courſe 
of the Sun, would not alter the nature of time. Yet* all ſuch as play 
are prodigall chereof, they are ſhamefully profuſg of a thing, the 
ſparing whereof is honourable they think they give their friends 
nothing when they beſtow bur whole days upon them, and becauſe 
the loſle thereof is common they = it not conſiderable: _ 
JW > ife 
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life is icſſe deeruntorhem then their pleaſure, and they prove that 
paſſion blinds them ſince under pretence of paſtime rheſe ſhorten 

their life, and haſten their death. | 
But though they be guilty of ſo many faults, they ſtill alledge 
vain excules, and uſe falſe reaſon to defend theirbad cauſe, they ſay 
 thata man cannot be _— buſied, that the weakneſle of his ſpirit 
e1im & ar and the miſery of his con 11tion conſidered, f recreation is requiſite 
cmrimittimus for him. I confeſle that this excuſe hath ſomecolour of rruth, and 
- _— that men whoare molt ſerious need ſome relaxations in their bulj- 
Fereendis tio neſics ; bur they muſt not make a trade of their recreation, nor muſt 
animu ut ad 1a- they contrary to the laws of Nature,imploy thoſe hours in pleafure, 
bores reddatur ..11'- aredeſtined for labour: as thoſe men are to be blame! who 
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turn their Phyſick into food, and who to purge away ſome ill hu- 


mours, forego their uſuall meat, and take nothing bur medicines. 
Soarc they likewiſe, wholeave ſerious exerciſes to uſe ſuch-one! 
asarc of no uſe, and whothink they live in a world, onely ro pleaſe 
themſelves, and not to take pains, gs 
Some others ſay, that it is better to play, then to deprave, that 
leſſe evill is commited in Academies then in company keeping ; and 
that thoſe whoare buſted about play, trouble themſelves not with 
their neighbours faults. Thar in this corrupted age, wherein the ſe- 
vereſt vertuebecomes the ſubject of Calumny, it were to be wiſhed, 
that all the world would be filent, that men were dumb, and wo- 
men deaf, zo the end that detraction and idle talk were baniſhr from 
off thecarth, That gaming is fortunate in producingrtheſerwo effects. 
and that it doth ſo powertfully.poſleſſe hoſe who 'practiſe it, that 
they have no uſe of their rongue to talk idlely or deprave, nor yer 
of their ears, toliſtento ſuch things. That of rwo neceſſary evils a 


. man muſt ſhun the moſt dangerous, and thar recreation be-ir of never 


ſo litleule, will always bejnnoceht enough, if it can;hinder revile 
and unchaſtity. 5 They muſt be bur weak men that'are'fatisfied 
with chis bad excule, For 'tis nor permitted in our religion to cure 
one evil dyanother. Morall Philoſophy and Phyſick do differ in 
their cures, the latter hurts tocheal, and imploys inſtruments and fire 
to dry upan Ulcer, butthe other doth-nor allowthar a man commit 
one faultro foregoanother, and knowing them all ro be aveife ro 
vertue, whole party ſhe-mainteins, ſhe equally condemns them. 
Sant Paul never adviled us ta uſe play ſo to keep men from flande- 


ring, 
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ring , and this great Apoſtle who loved chaſticy ſo well, never 


thought that an cxceſle in recreation might ſerve him foran excuſe. 
Though Idlenefſe docauſe love, all exerciſes do not extinguiſh 
it;this paſſion hath her imployments as well as others , after having 
coſumedit ſelt away in {ighs,itis wel pleaſedrotake ſome recreation, 
& of as many paſtimesas it chuſeth,there arenor manywherein ir de- 
lighteth more then.in play, it makes uſeas of an occafionthereof to 
ſee & entertain whart it loverh. It uſerh ſuch freedomas that paſtime 
affordeth it. It teacheth ſlaves ro act two parts at once; and to ha- 
zard their money and their liberty upon the ſame chance or card, 


taughtthe Romare Ladics how to make love , recommends' play 


. | ; h Terpe eft ve- 
that Poct who wasſo-juſtly banitht ro Pontrs Enximus tor » having /eire — 


ludere, ludendo 


. ſpe paratuy 


unto them, as a paſtime which ſerves to their deſign: he will have or. 0vig. 


all maidens know how to play, and that by a double traffick, they 
win their Lovers hearts and inoney, Fhe Privatives which accompa- 
nychis paſtime, are fitcerto kindle flames 'ofloye then to exringuiſh 
them. This paſſtonis entertained by the preſenceofſ ſuch objects as 
do-ariſe, ſhe expreſſeth her ſelt by: looks and ſighs, ſhe furniſheth 
Lovers with a thouſand ways to ſeduce thoſe who will liſten ro 
them, growing learned in {0 gooda ſchool, ithey quit. their loſſes, 
and ofc-time of ſervants become Maſters, Bur if all rhefe: ſufficient 
reaſons cannot dilabuſe thoſe women. who/love play, and it rhey 


thinkicbe a buckler for theirchaſtity,we wil giverhem leave toplay, 


provided they will give us leave to believe that this exerciſe is a cure 
for their incontinency, that the uſe thereof is permitted them onely 
to free them from love, and that knowing their frailty, they are al- 
lowed this paſtime to ſecure their reputation, which would be in 
hazard of ſhipwrack, if they ſhould be idleor ſolitary. 

Yet ifthey willliſten co our religion, this wile tutourefſe wil ' fur- 
niſh them with better means how to aſſiſt chaſtity, when it is aſſail- 
ed. Her enemy dares not purſue her in priſon, thoſe places of dread 
infuſe horrour into him, and being guilty, ſhe fears all places where 
guilty people are puniſhed, ſhe apprehends hoſpitals, and her delicate 
diſpoſition cannot endure thoſe houſes where the eyes ſee nothing 
bur objc&s of pitty, where the cares hear nothing bur complaines, 
where the noſe {mels nothing bur evill odours, and where all the 
ſenſes find nothing bur ſubjects of mortification, Penance isa bet- 
ter cure for love then play, and if women who ſeck to ſuccour their 
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weakneſſe by chis diverſion, had kept theirbodics under by faſting 
and penaace, they would confeſle that ſuffering is a friend ro cha- 
ſtity ; and thar che fire which doth conſume them, is the juſt puniſh- 
ment of their infamous delights. 

The earth isanabode of penance , wee ſhould not ſeek for pa- 
ſtimes lince we were driven out of paradiſe: guilty men dream of 
nothing but death after once they are condemned, The ſorrow for 
their fault, and the apprehenſion of their puniſhment will * not per- 
mirthem to take any paſtime : he would redouble their pain, who 
ſhould propoſe paſtimes unto them, the moſt ingenious Tyrants ne- 
verinhibiced complaints ro ſuchas were to be puniſhed. Yet it ſeems 
the Devil deals ſo rigorouſly with us, as he bindes us to recreate our 
ſelves after condemnation, and engageth us in debaucheries, to rake 
from us the occafion of bewailing our fins. If wetake any recreation, 
ler us not forget our misfortune, let us mingle tears with our de- 
lights, let us take our paſtimes as ſick men take potions, let neceſſi- 
ty which ought to be the rule thereof, be our excuſe, and ler us nor 
allow our ſelves longer relaxation, then is neceſſary to ſupport the 
miſeries of our life. Ler us wiſh for that glorious condition where 
Saintsfind their recreation in their duties, where the ſame object 
which doth raviſh them, doth recreate them, and where by an ad- 
mirablc encounter, all the faculties of the ſoul are always imployed, 


| yerare never weary nor weakened, 
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T he Sixth and Iaft Treatiſe: 


The Firſt Diſcourſe. 
of the Beauty, Greatneſſe, and Daration of 
the WORLD: 


=] Hough the world loſt ir's firſt purity , 
$ when man loſt his innocence, there re- 
mains yet thereinenough of beauty, to 
oblige ſuch as do confider it tomake it's a Y Sibum 
Panegyricks, * fin could not ſo mach enum 
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efface all it's perfeRions, bur thar- thoſe rater 
which it yet hath, cauſed admiration in «m enwine 
Philoſophers z and force Infidels to a- — 


dorehis hand who madeit. It reſembles 1, oe conſpi- 


their famous beauties ro which age or cmmDeamee 
fickneſſe have yer left fearuresenough ro make their beholders judg eds, hag: 


that 'twa s not without reaſon that they wereadorcd intheir youth. c<p.4. 


Thoug it be diſordered in ſome of it's parts, though the clements 
where- 
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whercot it is compoſed do divide it, though the ſeaſons which 
maint4in the variety thereof cauſe ir's confuſion, though Monſters 
which heighten the works thereof diſhonour it, and though beaſts 
which have antidotes in them, havealſo poyſons ; yet is 1t calle, to 
obſervethe worlds advantagesamidft it's defaults, and to acknow. 
ledge that if Divine Juſtice have. pur it out of order to puniſh us, 
Providence had ordcined itfor our habitation, and had placed no- 
rhing in ſo vaſt a palace which was not ſufficient to raviſh our ſen- 


es, andto content our minds, 


Thecurious diſcover therein every day new beautics to ſarisfie 
them {cives;'tisa book which never weantes thoſe that read it. Eyety. 


creature bis a charatter w*" repreſents ſome one of it's Authors per- 


fections, and Intidels inſtructed in this ſchool have framed unto 
themiclves noble Idcas of the divine Eſlence. Incftc&, the fpacioul- 
neſle of the Heavens which ſerves for bounds to nature, ms which 
incloſcall the works thereof in their extent, do point out unto us 
Gods immenſity, who comprehends whatſoever he produceth, and 
incloſeth within his eſſence whatſoever he by his power doth draw 
from thence, The earths {olidity which ſerves for center to all the 
world,and which g_ey upon it's own weight cannot © be ſhaken 
by ſtorms nor winds, is an Embleme of Gods Nabilicy, who cauſeth 
all the alterations in the world without any change in himſelf, and 
who by an unalterable act of his will, rules all the adventures of our 
life. The Sunslight is a ſhadow of his, and the prodigious ativit 

of this glorious conſtellation which produceth metals in the bowels 
of the earth, towers and fruits inthe fields, clouds and meteors in 
the air, and which by it's influences doth rule over all the produdti- 
ons ot nature, is the picture of that infinitepower,which ſhed abroad 
inall his creatures doth act with them, and accommodate ir ſelf to 
their inclinations . The incenſed ſea big with ſtorms, the wayes 
whereof riſe up unto the heavens and deliend unto the depths, her 
fury which threatens thips with wracking, and the ncighbamieg 
helds wich deluge, ia feartull draught of Gods anger who prepares 
rorments tor ſinners, and makes himfelt be dreaded by rebels who 
would not love his goodnefle. In fine, every creature is a looking- 
olaſſe * wherein a man fee the Lineaments of his Creator, and 


where, with buta grain of grace all rational] men may become faith- 
full. | 


So 
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So-pradigious is the mightineſſe of this work, as 6000. years have 
not been ſufficient ro:diſcover:ar;» avarice nor ambirion have nor 
been ableto finde our the ends thereof, there are yet whole Coun- 
tries whether by reaſon of the extreamity of cold 4, and the Seas 
vaſt extent no. man cver yer came. There are unknown «© deſarrs 
which manscuriofity hath not been able to penetrate, and the Sun 


_ enlightens ſome parrt of the earth whereon no Conquerour ever yet 


ſet his foor. Thoſe who have gone round the world, have nor dif- 
covercd it'sprofundity, and though they be vainly per{waded that 
thereis nothing ſo great which their underſtanding cannot compre- 
bend, yet are they bound to conteſfe,thit there be havens wherein- 
rothey never pur, and ſavage people, whoſe language nor manners 
they underſtand not. Thereis none but Godalone who knows the 
greatneſſe of his work ;, every age diſcovers unto us our ignorance. 
Andthonghthe earth be but a point, yer doth it confiſt of ſo many 
parts as we may with reaſon doubr, if what we know not thereot, 
do nor exceed for bulk and beauty, it's known parts, That new 
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world which our fore-fathers knew-not, is richer, and of larger ex- 


rentchenours, Iris fo rayiſhing, as it makes whole Nations quit 
their own-Countries to conquer it z the wealth thereof giyes the 
law toall Ewrope;the latter Kings of Spain have made more conqueſts 
with the gold thereof, thenall their Predegeſlours have fought bat- 
tels with the iron of their Mines, Their overcoming of this pare 
of the world hath made chem overcome therelſt, their victories de- 
pehd only upon it. And did not the /narans dig up the entrailsof Per- 
ve, the Spaniards would not trouble the Peace of Zurope.. 'Tis 
true, that theſe Provinces are ſo far diſtant from the Center of 
their State, andthe Sea which ry & them the wealth thereof is ſo 
treachcrous, as they run hazard of being undone, as oft as the 1-- 
dian Fleet isin dangerof ſhipwrack. And Polititians are of opini- 
on, that ſo greata body the parts whereof aredivided by ſo many 
ſeas, can- be of no. long, durance:. \.ic only appertains to God to 

overn-in-a State, the Provinces whereot though never ſo far di- 
ſtanr, are yet always uniced totheir Sovereign ; and which though 
ſcituated in different Climartes, are ſtill enlightened by the ſame 
Sun. ; | 

The beautifulneſſe of this Kingdom is an{werabletoit's great- 
neſle, nothing is therein to be ſeen which, hurts the ſenſes, all the 
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Pieces whereof it is compoſed are pleaſing, their difference makes a 
part of it's beauty, and the wir of man which is naturally cricicall, 
can finde nothing in this work to be found fault wich. Every pare 
is ſo well placed as theyare not tobe altered without ſomediſor- 
der. 5 The Elements are lodged according to their deſerts, rhe 
carth as the heavieſt makes the lowelt ſtory ; the hre as thelighreſt 
is neareſt hcaven, the aire and water whoſcqualicies have ſome re- 
ſemblance, are ſeated above the earth, and beacath rhe fire. The 
nobleſt of theſe Elements is the moſt barren, it is ſoactiveas-it will 
nor permit any creatures tolive inic. The Salamander doth for a 
while reſiſt it's heat, and till his moiſture which doth preſerve him, 
be dried up, he delights in the fire; bur if he tarry long there, his 
pleaſure rurns ro pain, and he there tindes his death, 

Theaire whole purity comes neareſt that of the fire, is theabode 
of birds, rhey cut this liquid Element with their wings, they make 
new paths inthoſe ſpacious Champlians, they therein breath with 
freedom, and till man found out the art to killthem with his ar- 
rows, they laughed at his Empire, Their wings are oares which 
guide through this ſea, their taile is their rudder, and when the 
ſtorm is ſo great, as they tear being born away by the fury thereof, 
they rake up ſtones in their feet, and defend themtelves againſt the 
Tempeſt, Thoughthey liveat liberty, "they acknowledge a King, 
which ticle the eagle hath won, be it whether for chat the flies hig 
eſt, or torthat he can look fixedly on the Sun, or tor that he de- 
fends his ſubje&s from birds of prey , which appear to be the 
Tyrants of this part of the world. 

The Sea abounds more in fiſhes, then the aire doth jn birds. 
Their number isas ps, as their ſhapes, the ſpecies is there 
by miracle preſerved, and Naruraliſts who boaſt to know all thin 


know not in what part of the fiſh, her tecundiry doth lie. The E- 


lements which give them rheir ufe being almoſtalways in agitation, 
war1s there more frequent then peace, and the abode of theſe Mon- 
ſters is che picture of a Stare divided by Civill war. Right confiſts 
there either in force, or fraud, the greater eat up theleſle, and'if 
the weak ones want numbleneſſe co defend themitlves, they become 
a prey tothe mote puifſant; ' The Whale which doth-for great= 
neſſe cquall mountatns , doth not govern in-rchis Empire ; this 
great Coloſſus wants [pirir toinanimate his body, Nature which hath 

made 
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made him ſo vaſt hath made him ſo dull, that he needs another fiſh 
to guide him, he would fall foul upon the ſands , did not his fairh- 
full Officer keep him aloofe from the ſhore, and this inanimated 
Rock would bruiſe himſelf againſt rhe earth, did nor this guidead- 
vertiſe him of his danger; to recompence his guide forſo goodan 
office, helends him his throat for a place of retreat, and this living 
gulf ſerves for a SanQuary to this faithfull guide. * The Dolphin 
1s the Sovereign of the Sea, he carries the Enfignes of his power 
inthe nobleſt part of hisbody, and Nature which harch given him 
dexterity tocommand, hath placed a Crown upon his head, topur 
a diffcrence between him and his ſubje&s z he __ loves man, 
andas if he knewthat he likewiſe were a Sovereign, he helps him 
at the ſea who commands upon earth, he is delighted wich mufick, 
- though hebe dumb, heis not deafe, and the love he bears ro mu- 
ſick, hath made him oft-rimes affiſt Muſtcians in ſhipwrack. 

The carth is noleſſe peopled thenis the fea: this fruirfull mo- 
ther is never weary of bringing forth children, nor-of nouriſhing 
them; all the parts thereof arc fertill: Deſarrs which produce 
Monſters, produce food likewiſe t6 noutiſh them ; Forreſts ſerve 
for retreats to wilde beaſts, the fields receive ſuch as are neceſſary 
for mans entertainment:and Towns afford ſhelter to ſuch as we have 
reclaimed, & made tame either for our ſervice or paſtime; every ſpe- 
cies is preſervedby multiplying it ſelte ; Nature repaires the havock 
madeby death. And notwithſtanding the cruelry which men uſe 
towards thoſe harmlcfle beaſts, ! rheir number 1s not diminiſhed. 
Exceſſe in feaſting cannot drain cither the earth, or ſea, theſe two 
Elementsabound morein fruirfulnefle, then we do in gluctonies , 
and men any debauches made, yet atany time in any 
Countrey; the fields were never depopulated, Though man be the 
Sovercign of all the world, he is much more abſolnce in the exrch, 
than cirher in the water, or aire, He rules over fiſhes, and birds 
only by arr, and ſince they dwell in Elements which arc nor con- 
formable ro his nature, he muſt uſe violence upon himlelf, before he 
can hight agzintt them.He gers 01 ſhipboard, & truſts himfelfcorhe 


ever toutneſfe of the ſea to ſurprize fiſh. Hecannor come up to 
irds becaufe of cheir ſwiftneſſe, his minde could never yet raiſc 
hisearthly body topurſue them in the aire. Heſends bullets where 


he himſelf cannot go, and purting diviſion between theſe innocent 
crea- 
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creatures either by induſtry or deceit, he makes the Gertaulcon flie 
at the Heron, Burt hecando whathe will wich beaſts, he ſets upon 
the fierceſt of them in their Forts ; their dens nor thickets cannot 
defend them from his violence. ® He reclaimes ſome ro make uſe of 
them, he ſtrips orhers ro clothe himſelfe ; and curs the throats of 
othersto feed on. This abſolute power impedesnort the beaſts from 
having Sovereigns amongſt themſelves. The Lion hath won this 
lionour by his ſtrength and courage; all other beaſts bear him re- 
ſpe& ; at his roaring all his ſubje&s tremble; nor are Kings more 
re-doubred in their Kingdomes , then is this noble Animall in 
Forreſts. 

Thusall things in the world are wiſely ordered ; every Element 
acknowledgeth it's Sovereign, every fpecics hath it's laws, and 
had not man diſordered this great Republique, all rhe parrs thereof 
would yet enjoy peace and tranquility. Yet they agree in what is 
requiſite for the worlds preſervationz "though rheir inclinations be 
contrary, they keep fair quarter intheir quarrels, & do not forgocall 
ſenſe of love, whea they exerciſe their hatred. Fire agrees with 
water to compole all bodies, and aire mingles ir ſelf with earth to 
givelife and breath roall creatures. Every Element uſeth forceu 
on it's inclinations to agree with it's Enemy. In birds the earth be- 
comes light, in beaſts the aire waxeth heavy, in fiſhes fire grows 
cold, 2nd water hardens in rocks : if art any time they fall foul, *tis 
always out of ſome good defigne; anddivine providence by which 
they arc governed gives them not freedom to wage war fave for 
her glory, and our advantage. The obedience which they owe 
to God, exceeds their own averſions , and:the Commandements 
which he gave them when he made them of nothing, keeps them 
yer within their duties; they do not make uſe of their advantages 
which one of them hath.over the other, and knowing very well 
that the worlds welfare depends on theiragreements; they appeaſe 
their hatred to caule it's quier, The fire invirons all the other Ele- 
ments without conſuming them, ir is content to burn ſuch exhalati- 
ons aSCoine near it, and to ſer ſuch Comets on fire as do preſage 
alteration in States, or the death of Kings. Theaire doth incloſe 
all ſenſible creatures, the humidity thereof doth temper the fires 
hear, and the earths drinefſe, Waters makeno advantage of the 
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ſcituation which Nature hath given ir, though ir be liquid, and rai- 
ſedabovethe carth, it doth nor paſle his bounds, the word of God 
gives itir's limits, he who raiſed it up retains it, and he teacheth 
us by this miracle, that there needs no more to. drown the world, 
then* rolcave the ſea ar liberty. The carch hath it's foundations 
laid upon the ayr, this Element wherewith ic is environed, ſup- 
ports it. The worlds Baſis hath no other ſtay then the weight 


_ thereof; that which ought robear ir down, ſuſteins ir, and it keeps e- 


qually diſtant fromallche parts of heauen, onely becauſe it is tie 
heavieſt of all bodies. 

Burt that which aſtoniſheth all Philoſophers, and fils the wiſeſt 
patesin the world with admitation, is to feerhat the world which 
15 but a point, ſhould bethe center of the Univerſe,and thar all Crea- 
tures labour onely to adorn or to inrich it, The heavens roul incef- 
fantly abour this hillock of tand to beautifie the fields thereof. ? The 
Sun 1nlightens itand cheriſheth it with his beams, this glorious con- 
ſtellation hath no other care chen ro make it ferrill, and. if he be in 
perpetuall motion, 'tis that he may adorn it with lowers,load it with 
fruits, and enrich itwith metals, the Air forms no clouds nor rain, 


ſave onely to water it: And whole nature is buſted in nothiog bur ? 


how ſhe may oblige the leaſt part of rhe Univerſe. 'Tis truth ; the 
earth doth thankfully acknowledgealltheſe favours, for as ſhe owes 
all her produ&ions to the Suns favourable _ ſhe in token of 
chankfullneſſe thruſts all her fruits up towards him, opens all her 
flowers when he riferh, ſhurs them up when he ſets, and as if ſhe 
were onely adorned to pleaſe him, ſhe hidesall her beauties when he 
keeps far from her, - 


Though alltheſe conſiderations make the worlds beauty ſuffici- , 


ently appear, thar it's creation is the moſt conſiderable part of it's 
excellency. And he whoknows not what means God uſed to pro- 
duce it, 4 Ignores the rareſt of all his wonders. This grear piece of 
workmanſhip had nothing, but nothing for it's Materia, all the diffe- 
rent parts whereof it is compoſed had the ſame originall, and this 
vacuum in-animated by the word of God, brought forth the Hea- 
vens with their conſtellation, the carth with all it's fields, and the 
ſea withall her rocks, Nature which is ſo powerfull can do nothing 
of her ſelf, her works are rather alterations then produRions, ſhe 


turns dewinto flowers, and rain into wine, the multiplyerh all things 
WItil- 
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without a miracle,a few grains of corn in her hands prove a whole 
harveſt, anda few acorns ſown in theearth, do by her care become 
a Forreit, butlet her do what ſhe can ſhe cannot make any thing out 
of nothing, and he who ſhall bereave her of the elements, rakes from 
her the means of exerciſing her power. Art which boaſts to imitate 
nature, can produce nothing of gallant, unleſle ir have ſome ſubjeR 
ro work upon, a painter cannot finiſha piqure withour colours, nor 
canaa Ingraver make the viſage of an Heroe without braffe or por- 

hiry. The moſt skiltull Architects fall ſhorr, if they be not affiſted 

y Nature, and their ſtatelieſt deſigns would be bur uſeleſle Chime- 
raes, did not the Forreſt furniſh them with Timber, and the.Quarries 
with marble, topur them in execution. But God makes all things 
out of nothing, and when he operates as a Creator, he draws all his 
worksex #hilo, This is ſoadmirable an effect of his power, as pro- 
phane Philoſophy cannor comprehend it. » Anda the learnedeft of 
all her diſcipleschoſe rather to believerhat the world was eternall, 
then that ic was made of nothing. It is not hard to.conceive how 
flames way ariſe from water, and by whart ſecret veins rivolers are 
drawn from out the barren boſomes of rocks; Philoſophy harh 
light enough to comprehendthar all is in all things, and that the va- 
ricty of che parts of the world, hinders not their communication. 
Bur ſhe cannot conceive without the help of faith, rhat the whole 
world could proceed from nothing, and that this nothing obeying 


the word of God hath produced flowers, Conſtellations moun- © 


tains and rocks. 

i There went but one moment to this great work, and if we Will 
believe the wiſeſt of men, heaven and earth were created in att iti- 
ſtant, there wenr {ix dajesrotheir diſpoſal! , and this comly order 
which we obſcrve in the world was the work of a week, but the miat* 
ter was formed as ſoon as God had ſpoken the word, and that which 
we call the creation of the world, did laſt no longer then was requi- 
fice for the ordering of it. Nature do's wonders which do ſirprize 
mens underſtandings, her works deſerve tobe admired by Philoſo- 
phers, and ſhe ſometimes doth miracles which ſarpaſſe ovx belief; 
but this wiſe workwomanis flow in her productions, "ſhe doth no- 


thing witliout theaid of Time which is her Counſellor and Officer, 


As ſhe rakes rite fo put on her reſolutions, ſo ſhe never executes 
them without him, the requires whole z ers to ripen fruits, and 


ſtands 
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ſtands in need of allthe four {caſons to bring them to maturity, She 
requiresa whole ageto bring a forreſt to it's perfection, © and Phj- *,Ni dficile 
jolophom accuſe her it being more ſpeedy in her decay than'in her ft —_— 
increaſe, ſhe is precipitate when ſhe leans rowards her ruine, thete Fre ſai mo 
needs bur a moment to overthrow her ggodlicſt works, but ſhe is P74 <a4ovigi- 
flow in forming even moſt common things zandif ſhe undertake to © 
change mould into merall, and ro give it the Luſtre of gold, or the #*, ſobits ad 
hardnefle of [ron, ſhe doth nor finith chis uſefull Metamorphoſis un- "424m otoim- 
der many agesafter ſhe hath begun it, But when God works of = —_ ru 
himſelf, he doth not aſlubject himſelf ro the laws of time, the Quzſt.1.3.c.17 
ſame _—_ which ſcerh the beginning of his work, ſecth the end 
thereof. 

If this way of working were wonderfull, it was no leſſe cafie, for 
all this mighty work coſt him bur a word, he made himſelf be un- 
derſtood by nihil, and this nihit did obey him. He» ſpoke(ſaith the u $4 querimus 
Scripture) and theending his word was the beginning of the world, 1** /*<*7i 
this Commandement was followed by the effect thereof, and 'far 2% co 
differing from rhar of earthly Princes, who leave the exccution of feta ſane, þ 
their commands to their ſubjes, he accompliſhed all he had ordaj. * fee 
ned. We muſt yet furtherbelieve with divinity, that this word was apy. 
but menrtall, and that onely at of Gods will, withour other expreſ.. «/ excellextior 
ſion, perfeed all the beauty of the Univerſe, and eſtablithr the 32: **< "5 
world where nothing was, —_— 

Contrary tothe laws of Nature, which ſuffers that ſoon to periſh ®*r quan 
which ſhe is nor long in forming, this admirable work indures num- 3* nt 
berleſſeages, thouſands of yearsare paſt ſince it's creation all king- wg 
domes havechangedrheir countenances, and their governmeats a 
hundred times , © whatſoever of moſt glorious rhe hand of man \ wt; ſur: (a: 

. . . . . . X 4 

hathereced is buriedin ruines; Cities which gave law to ſo many #5 Cartha-' 
people are reduced to duſt, nothing remains oftheir greatneſſe bura 8" £m: 
vain remembrance, and their glory 15 forotally effaced as men difſ- acer 
puteabour the place wherein they were builre, But the world doch 5s aſs? »4; 
{till ſubfiſt, and ſeems not rodraw neerer it's end forall it's growing * EXgTENns ? 
further off. from it's beginning. All it's principal! parts are yctintire, ung 9 ; 
and though they be preſerved by change, yer are they always like 5 /ort=za 
themſelves. The Sungivesas much. hear as at his birth ; Thoſe ſo pre Ns 
many Territories which he hath cheriſhed haye not diminiſhed his ee 
heat, and thoſe who [ce hin riſe every day complain not that Time 
hath. 
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hath weakened his influences, the ſea nor earth haveloſt nothing of 
their former fruirfullnefſe; : and what of Vertue the curſe of Cod | 
did leave inthem is not weakened by the ſucceſſion of ſo many yearg/ 
'tis true that if we compare the guilty world, with the world when 
it was innocent, we ſhall finda ſtrange difference between them, af- 
ter having admired Gods power, we ſhall be obliged ro adore his 
Tuſtice; and conteſle that rebellious man, did not deſerve a world 
which was onely made for man when obediear. 


—— 
—— — 


The ſecond Diſcourſe. 


That all creatures have lost ſome of their 
perfections, 


i Kr is not any one who doth not complain of the rigour 


whichthecreatures uſc towards man, every one is ſenſible 
thereof, and not any one ſeeks out the cauſe; thoſe who ar- 

gue upon the works of nature, wonderto find therein ſo much, diſ- 
order, and knowing that the Government thereof is ſubordinate ro 
that of Divine Providence, they cannot conceive why ſhe ſhould be 
ſo irregular:ſome imagin that the world being c6poſed of ſo differing 
—parts,can have no peace whis not interrupted by war:thatthe quarrel- 
Fin of the elements is neceſſary, y & that their qualities cannot be ſo 
well tempered bur that they muſt bealwaysin oppoſirion; That the 
power of God cannot end their differences withour deſtroying their 
inclinations, andTthat a body which is compoſed of fire and wa-. 
rer muſt of neceſſity be troubled with an inteſtine war which threa- 
rens it with an inevitable corruption, that the ſeaſons cannot be bet- 
ter regulated ſince the Sun going over our heads inan oblique line, 
doth according to the Summer or the Winter approach neererto 
us, and draw further from us, That beaſts according ro their natu- 
rall Temper ſhould either be wild or docile, that thoſe which have 
moſt fire in them arethe nimbleſt, and that-thoſe which have moſt 
carth are the heavieſt, aud the moſt ſtupid, that thus the faults” of 
the creatures do not proceed ſo much from the workman, 2s from 
the marrer whereofthey arecompoſed, This opinionis too injutious 
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tro the power of God tobe approved of by Chriſtians, and ſince it 
proceeded from Philoſophers ſchools who did believe, that Materia 
Prima was eternall, we muſt not wonderif laying afalſe g1ound, 
they draw from thence bad concluſions ; ſome others who are 
ſomwhar more reſpetull, yer not much more rationall, imagine, 
that God made the world in the fame condition that now iris, ther 
he might fir himſelte according to the condition of man, who was 
ro become ſinfull ; thar he had no regard to his innocency, becauſe 
ir wasnot to laſt ſo long, and that he left ſome diforders in his 
work, to theend they might ſerve for puniſhment to the faulty, 
Theſe Philoſophers ſeemro me to have loſt theirreaſon our of 
roo much forc-fight; they do not contider that originall righte- 
ouſneſſe ought to have beenas exempt from puniſhment, as from 
ſin: & that man in his innocency had had reaſon to complain, if ha- 
ving nothing amiſle in his perſon, he thould have found diſorders 
in his Eſtate. God * always waits for our offences before he puniſh- 
eth them; andthough his mercies may through his favour fore- 
run our ſervices, his juſtice doth never through puniſhments pre- 
vene our fins. What likelihood was there to lodge an innocent 
perſon in an infeted houſe? to make the ſeaſons irregular which 
did meaſure a life not yer troubled by paſſions, and to give mor- 
rall influences to conſtellations, which were to cnlighren immor- 
tall man * what rcaſon have we tobelieve that man nor being guilty 
the creature ſhould rebell againſt him, and that che Elements thould 
not be at peace in a body which was perfealy aſſubjeed to the 
ſoul. I know very well that they reply, thar originall righteoulheſle, 
did free man from theſe diſorders, and thar ſerving him in ſtead of a 
buckler of defence, his body was thereby miraculouſly preſerved 
from being burnt inthe midſt of of Summer, or frozen in the nudſt 
of Wiater, But ſay he ſhould have no feeling of theſe irregularicies, 
he would yet have {een them, and his eyes would have ſuttered pu- 
niſhmeat in beholding an unpleaſing object. What pleaſure could 
he have taken in ſeeing a ſun, the hear whereof did ({corch che grafle, 
and cauſerthe flowers to fade, to whichir had given birth. What de- 
light ſhould he have raſted in feeling the carth-quake under his feer, 
or to hear the thunder roar over his head « what contentment 
would he have found amidſt boiſterous windes, and ſtorms at fea 2 


ſhould he not have had ſome reaſon of complaint, it he ſhould have 
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ſeen ſo many puniſhments prepared for a {1a not yer commirted. 

The beſt Divines do the:cfore conteſle , that the face of the 
world was changed when man altered his condition, = that the 
earth loſt his beauty when man loſt his innocency, and thar thorns 
were mingled with roſes when concupiſcence was mingled with 
nature, From that time forward divine Juſtice did fir our abode to 
our deſert, and thought it not reaſonable that guilty man ſhould be 
lodged in a Palace prepared for the innocent, She punithr man in 
his ſtate, after having puniſhed him in his perſon, and altering the 
inclinations of all creatures, made them the Minilters of her ven- 
geance. | 

The earth loſt the fertility which was naturall ro it; this nurſe 
which by her profuſions did prevent our nced, brought forth no- 
thing bur bulruſhes , as ſoon as the was curſed, ſhe grew avariti- 


DO . 
ous ; her boſome n1uſt be opencd with the plough ſhare, and wate- 


red with our ſwear and tears; it we will get any thing from thence: 


this mercifull mother became a ſevere ſtep-dame; ſhe diſ-avowed 
us for her children when once we ceaſed to be obedient to our Fa- 
ther; and as if her fertility had been affixed roour innocency,when 
we grew fintull, the grew barren, every part of the world is a 
proote and puniſhment of our fin, it's irregulariry upbraids us 
with our diſobedience; and to know upon what il] terms we 
ſtand with Creatour, a man needs onely to conſider the worlds 


' Confuſion. 
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The Sun which doth precede at our birth, js ofr-times the ar- 


bitrarour of our death; his hear is as fatall ro us as neceſſary, and 


theſame influences which keep us in health, intuſe maladies into 
us ; the ſame ſtars which denote our good fortunes, preſage our ill 
adventures, as they have propitious, ſo have they malignant aſ- 
pects, andif ſome conſtellations do promiſe good ſucceſle unto us, 
others threaten us with bad; Nature is changed intoa puniſhment, 
whatſoever makes uslive,makes us ae; and the Flements areas well 
the cauſes of our death, as of our life. Þ The earth is not only bar- 
ren of fruit, bur abounds in poiſons, by deraining wv hit is uſefull 
for ns, ſhe brings forth what is pernicious ; her ſterility, and her 
truirtulncſſe are equally prejudiciall ro vs: we ought - to ſuſpect 
whatſoever ſhe brings torth without our labour, and as there isdan- 
ger tothe pceſents of an Enemy, the free-gitts of this ſtep-dame 

are 
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are fatall: ſhenouriſherh Monſters to devour us; and all her chil- 


drenare our Enemies; our finanuth made them loſe the reſpet which 


they owed us; when they are opprefſed with hunger, they come 
forth of their den3, over-run our grounds , and make us take up 
Arms to detend us from theie reyolted ſubjects. In fine, the earth 
hath no one part which doth nor threaten us with danger, her en- 
crails yomir out flames ot fire coconſume us, her depths open un- 
derneath our feet to {wallow us up; her mountains loofen them- 
ſelves from their foundations to overwhelme us, and the delights 
in deſtroying her {elt that ſhe may un-da us. 

The ſea is not more reſpecttull than is the earch; this Element 0- 
beys us not bur againſt ic's will; it puniſherh ouravarice and our 
ambirion by ſhipwrack , it drowns the vellels which it is forced 
ro bear, it raiſech it felfe up in mountains, and ſinks again into 
yallies to free it {elte trom our ſervitude, and troubles it's own 
tranquillity to revenge ic {elte of our Tyranny.. When Divine 
providence which keeps it within it's channel], «< gives it it's 
liberty, it overflows the fields, and makes us know by the rage 
thereof, that it ſeeks out all occaſions to annoy us. The waters 
thereof would cover the tops of mountains, did not the Heavens 
ſtay rheir imperuolity, and the whole earth would be nothing bur 
a vaſt {ca without either bounds or banks, did nor che hand of God 
preſcibe limits to it's fury. Allthearr of man hath nor as yer been 
able to calme the fierceneſle thereof; the moſt expert Pilots trem- 
ble as oft as it is inceaſed, and knowing that no force can with- 
ſtand ir's rage, they betake themſelves to vowes to appeale ir, 

The aire {cems to hold intelligence with it; to make war upon 
us; it gives frce {cope tothe North windes, which march furiouſ- 
ly through her Champians, and bring tempeſts, and ſhipwracks 
with them. Afcer having revenged themſelves on men at fea, 
they fer upon them on land, and ſowing contagions in Countries, 
they change the belt peopled Cities into dreadtull Defarts; thus 
the pureſt of all Elements aſſumes impurity, mens bodies are in- 
tected by the corruption thereof , it poyſoneth wharſvever it 
doth penetrate, and the lungs which draw it in, corrupt the hearr, 
and brain, 

The fire being much moreactive then theair, commits more ha- 
vock; if it's conſuming flames be nor univerſall, as are contagions, 
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their fury is more ſuddain, 1nd the evils cauſed thereby find lefle re. 


medie. It mixeth with Thunder co puniſh us, it deſcends contrary 
roit's nature, to parſueus, ic flaſhes out in lightening to affrighten 
us, and changeth it ſelf intoa chouſand ſeverall ſhapes to undo us, 
It ſhuts it ſelf up in the bowels of the earth, thatit may break forth 
with thegreatcr violence, it ſtrives not ſo much within this priſon 
to recover it's liberty,as to puniſh our offences; ir makes it's way 
through the tops of mountains, and ſhoures down Sulphur and 
Flames upon the plains from off choſe high places. It ſeems it knows 
very © wellthat divine Juſtice hath choſe ic tro be the Miniſter of 
her vengeance, and that the ſpoyles it commirs on earth, ſerve 
onely to ſhew us what Rigour it will inflict upon the Guilty in 
Hell. 

Thus all things are changed inthe world, the Elements have nei- 
ther the ſame uſe nor the ſame inclinations, that which was ſervi- 
ceable to man in innocency, perſecutes him being become guilty, 
Whole Nature is a ſcaffold where the Creatures act the part of ex- 
ecutioners, and revenge themſelves on man for the injuries he hath 
donethem. For to boot that they are forced to ſhare in his faults, 
they know very well that they are fallen from their firſt nobility, 
that they have notall choſe advantages, which they had in the ſtate 
of innocency, andthart they have loſt ſome of their narurall qual:- 
tics. The Sun gives not ſo much light as he did before the fin of A- 
dam, his influencesare neither ſo pure nor yet ſo puiſſant, he who 
did diſpenſe nothing but heat and light, wonders to ſee himlelf ſend 
forth ſickneſſes and death, The Stars haveno longer thoſe favour- 
able aſpects, which made fruits and lowers to grow in all ſeaſons of 
rhe year, theirefficacy is weakened, and the vigour which appeared 
inallcheir effects, now languitheth. | 

Bur * the carch being a neerer neighbour to man then the Hea- 
vens, It 15 more changed ; allthe parts thercof are barren, if they 
be not manured , rhe curſe which it received by reaſon of our fin, 
hath made it loſeir's fruicfulneſle, it is all brifled with thorns, or C0- 
yered with Thiltles, ic refuſethto feed it's children, ſince they are 
become finfull, and by aninnocene parricide, i: attempts their lives 
who haveloſt onginall righteouſneſſe, The fruits which it bears, 


proceed rather trom our induſtry, then it's fertility, if ir affiſt us at 


our need 'tis wich aniIl will, and it's being bound to ſerve the ſinful 
'D 
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is a part of it's miſery, if this be not true, I know what that great 
Apoltle mean'twhenby an admirable Proſopupera he makes whole 
Nature to ſpeak and groan; 8 whenaffording words unto her ſor- 
row, he makes her with our change and her deliverance, for when 
he ſays the earneſt expectation of the creature waiteth for the mant- 
feſtation of the Sons of God, doth he not witnefſe that they hope 
for ſome advantage by our telicity? and when he ſays, that the 
creature was made ſubject co vanity, not willingly, doth he not in- 
{inuate that they are corrupted by ſin? when he adds that the crea- 
rure it ſelf thall alſo be delivercd from the bondage of corruption, 
doth he not make it evident, that Jcſus Chriſt will ſatisfie their de- 
ſires, and that he will reſtore unto them, what we have unjuſtly be- 
reitthem off? 

I am not ignorant that ſome Interpreters not ſufficiently weigh- 
ing theintention nor words of Saint Paul, do wreſt this text, and 


underſtand it to be meant of man ; bur the Apoſtles enſuing dil-. 


courſe makes itappear, thar he ſpeaks of all creatures, and that the 
corruption which they complain of, is not that which rhey have re- 
ceived from nature, but that which they have attracted from our 
ſin. » Thecorn cannot complain of it's putrifaction , becauſe it is 
thecauſeof it's increaſe, bur ir hath ſome reaſon to complain that 
it's vigour is diminiſhed, and that abuſing the Labourers hope, it 
dothnot repay his pains with uſury. The earth doth not complain of 
it's being placed inthe nethermolt ſtory of the earth, & thar it [erves 
for baſis to all che other elements, butit complains with reaſon that ir 
hathloſt it's fertiliry,and that it is adjudg'd ro bring up thorns 1n ſtead 
of roſes. The Aircomplainsnot of being ſubjero theſe changes,w*s' 
makeup a part of it's nature, but it complains, and that juſtly, thar 
for the puniſhment of our offence, it hath loſt it's purity, rhat it is 
the ſeat of ſtorms, the abode of thunder, and thar farall place where- 
in Famine, and Contagions are formed ; and to pafle from the ele- 
ments into the heavens. The Sun doth nor complain of his being in a 
PR motion, that he carries light toall the parts of the worlq, 
and that he doth differently diſperſc his heat throughout all the ch- 
matesof the earth z but he hath cauſctocomplain, that he hath loſt 
his former Luſtre, chat his influences,are mortall, that his aſpects 
are maligne, and that his preſence wherein mans happinefle did con- 
{iſt, doth now cauſe tears and ſickneſles in him. To this misfortune 
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from whence the creatures jult complaints proceed, we may adde 


the Devils ' Tyranny which doth cormentthem, for after once this 


proud Fiend had overcoine our firit tarher, he entcr'd upon his 
rights; he got apower over the clenents, and he had permiſſion ro 
make ule of them to ſolicit men to {tn: from hence proceeds thar 
Praite worthy cuſtome of the tairhfull, ot blefling the fruits of the 
carth, to freethem from the tury of wicked ſpirits, and hence dorh 
the uſe of exorciline proceed, which makes it appear that all crea- 
Lures are flaves torhoſle who have been our undoing. 

Burt ir is harder to explainthis corruption, then ro prove ir, and 
the manner how it is made is as hard to conceive, as anger ſome to 
colcrate, Yer me thinks a man may ſay,thar divine Juſtice hath chan- 
ved the Elements, as ſhe hath changed man, that ihe hath diſorde- 
red the ſeaſons, to puniththe diſorders of our paſſions that the hath 
permitted the ſea to break down her banks ro wage war with the 
{infull, that ſhe ſends down Thunder to deſtroy them, and thar ſhe 
hath pronounced curfes againſt rhe creatures, whereby their vertues 
are weakened, their inclinations changed and their Tempers altered, 
Who * knows not that 'twas Gods curſe which maderhe earth bar- 
en; that 'twas the decree which he pronounced againſt man that 
made him mortall, and who knows not that it was his anger which 
drew the rivers out of their channels, which made clouds melt into 
rain, and diflolved the vapours into waters, when he would drown 
the world by the deluge? is not he abſolute 1n his ſtare? hath nor he 
as much right to Juſtice as to mercy? it he could tavour man in in- 
nocency, by making all creatures ſubject ro him, ought he nor 10 
punith Jintull man in making them revoirt againſt him? and- if he 
could change his perſon, ought he nor alſo tochange his conlition. 
It is then evident ,as it appears tome, that Adams tin cauſed the cor- 
ruption of che Univerle, that rhe world loſt it's advantages , when 
11an loſt his innocency, andrthar the creatures forbore to obey man, 
when hebegan to rebell againſt God, 
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The third Diſcourſe, 


That the Sun hath loft much of his Light and 
and Yeriue through ſin. 


falvarion, as foreſecing that the beauty of the creature might 
make us Idolaters, he hath letr fome faults in them, which 
reach us, that they deſerve not to have altars erected to them, and 
| the moſt illuſtrious being the moſt dangerous, fince their beauty 
E which makes us admire thein, might make us likewiſe reverence 
* them, hehath been pleaſed to abaſe them amidſt rhcir greatneſſe, 
' andtoreduce chem ro a condition, wherein their weaknetle as well 
as their power duth appear. 
To lay truth, that beautifull conſtellation, to whoſe heat Nature 
owes her fertility, hath defaults which make ic appear, thar his glory 
is but borrowed, and that his Luſtre which procures him ſo many 
Idolaters, is but an obſcurity before God. His light which is the 
oreateſt part of®his beauty, is but a forreign ornament, it was pro- 
duced rwodayes before he had a being; God who would from the 
very beginning of this world contoundthe herefie of thisage, ! and 1 Zunen ant2+ 
reach usthat accidents might be unlooſened from their ſubſtance, oe 
did permit that the light might ſubfilt wichour any ſubjeR, that it primi die /act« 
mightenlighten nature before it was united to the Sun, and that all «x quarts | 
men might know, it was givento that glorious conſtellation , one- = = 
ly out of meer liberality: before this favour done him, he was but a a, utpree{/ent . 
part of the heavens, which was not conſiderable either for his ,beau- 5 en 
ty or worth, if he had any motion he had no influence, and this * * * 
great body was not admired till after it was m-animated by light: 
all his riches derive from that alms which God gave him , he was 
nor powerfull till he was lightlome, aud he who had ſeen him be- 
fore could not have diſcerned him from the other Plancts, That 
faithfull Hiſtorian, who hath ſo well deſcribed the creation of the 
world, tcachcrh us that rhe earth was fruitful betore the Sun had a- 
ny har , that it was adozned with flowers and loaded with fruir _ 
OIC 
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Fore the Sun had warmed ir, and that Nature hadall her principall 
ornaments before the Sun had received light; the third day wag 
deſtined forthe bearth of Trees, one word made theearth fruirfull, 
this mother which requires time to bring her works to perfection, 
d14jna moment thruſt out Oaks and Fir-rtrees ; ” and wondred thar 
thc had produced {o many things before the had conceived them, 


"The fouith day was reſerved for the Suns birth; the Father of 


Trees, aad Flowers, wis born after his children ; he who doth 
preſervethem, dic not producethem, and he who gives them life, 
did not giverhein birth; he had the caretobring them up, but nor 
the glory ro place thzm in theworld; he had order to end a work, 
which God himſelte had begun. # 

Bur ” nothing moves more wonder in me thento feethat day 
ſhould precedethe Sun, that before he had done his Career, light 
hadalrcady divided the Evening and the Morn; that the riſing and 
ſetting thereot had already made days and nights, and that time, 
whereof the courle of the Sun 1s now the meaſure, had already 
marked forth moments and hours, The world was three days old 
when this incomparableconſtellation had his birch; that which holds 
of his Empire had received it's perfection, and this viſible God 
made itappcar in his birth, that he did nothing which Nature could 
not have done without him : as if all theſe pre-cautions were not 
ſutficientto ſtifle idolatry, God would have the Sn to draw his 
Name from ſervituce, and that that language which doth ſo a- 
bound in myſteries, © ſhould employ one and the ſame wordto ſig- 
nific a ſlave, and the ſon. We learnt trom thence, thatthough he 
were the originall of light, he was not the Aurthour of Narture: 
tharthough he had heat enough to warm her, he had not power c- 
nough to pretcrve her, that though he were the King of Conſtel- 
lations. he was a flave ro man, that his perperuall motion was a 
mark ot his icrvitude, that the diffcrence of ſeaſons was a roken 
of his w.caxneſie, andrthat his Ecliples did prove that he ſomrimes 
loſt his I19ht, With what aſtoniſhment wasthe world ſtruck, when 
it {av the Sun grow pale amidſt his careers ? whar did men think 
whenthey ſaw a conſtellation which was in all chings inferiour to 
the Sun, ſhould obtuſcate his beautics, ſhould over-thadow him, 
rhat violating all the Jaws of Nature, it ſhould put the Sun in ſhade, 
and make the night to reign in day time, 


Yet 
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Yer Cid not this accident detract from his eſteem, he had never 
moreadmirers then when he was cclipſed; » thoſe who negleed 
him in his triumph, looked upon him in his combate ; men pray for 
his victory, and ignorance cauſing ſuperſtition, they imagined that 
what was butan effet of nature, was the puniſhment of ſome e- 
normious ſin. Thoſe who feared that the Suns {wounding did fore- 
token the worlds end, were concern'd in this change, and were as 
much rejoyced at his recovery of light, as they were afflicted ar his 
loſſe thereof, Good wits did notwithſtanding judge aright, that 
| hiseclipſe was a proofe of his unpotency, that he was ſubjek ro 

ſuch laws as a Sovereign Authoricy ſhould pur upon him, that he 
could not be the God of the world, fince he was itubject ro weak- 
ncfſes, and thatthe Tract which he held in the Heavens was bur an 
honourable ſervitude, ſince he could not thun the eacounter of a 
Planec, which bereft us of his beauty. Though theſe defaults be 
viſibleenough, yerarethey naturall roche Sun. The ſtare of inno- 
cency, beheld him with all his weakneſſe ; and man inthe Earchly 
Paradiſe judgedaright by his perpetuall motion, that he was rather 
a ſlave to Nature, then her Maſter. 

Bur fince man ſinned he hath received other blemithes, and hath 
loſt much of his power and beauty. For beir char man being be- 
come a ſinner, may the caſier be brought ro idolatry , be ir that 
God would puniſh him in all his ſubjects, and leſſen his credir, in 
weakening his condicion ;, be it that to put the ſcaſons our of or- 
der, that conſtellation muſt bealtered which cauſedalltheir revo- 
luctions; be it that to trouble rhe order of the Univerſe, his courſe 
was to be troubled,who was «'s ConduRour: it is certain, that the 
Sun was ſubject ro laws which he had nor made criall off ja che ſtare 
of innocency; and that he parcook of. the farall effets of rhat gene- 
rall curſe which was thundered out againſt Nature, 4 It we will 
believe Saint Baſil, he loſt part of hislight when man loſt his inno- 
cency ; he does harden,enlighten the whole world - there arc cer- 
tain places whete night is always mingled with day, and where 
darkneſſe makesa perpetuall re{idence , he doth no longerdiſtribute 
his heat equally ; heis greedy thereof underneath the polcs, and 
and prodigall underncaththe line, He burns up Af/ca, and doth 
not ſo much as heat'one part of Europe. There aie Countries 
where ice is never melted, where the Sea is as ſolid as the carth, 
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r Diernungueam Where fountains frozen "intheir head, ſuſpend their running halfe 
patensſolnw%- the year; wofull Countries are diſcovered where Trees are always 
PS Yoidof leaves, where fruit doth never ripen, where no Flowers are 
la, tot anus ſeen but in pictures, and where the Sun ſhews himſelf onlyro diffi- 
wa nr patedarkneſſe. He wonders that his beamscannor meltſnow there, 
ban ligzores he admires to finde icethere as firm aschryſtall, he cannor compre- 
iexibaredernt, hend how he ſhould give lightto people, whom hecannot warm, 
ava to. and that his heat being weaker then his light, he makes days there, 
rorpent omzia and no SUMmers. 
rigent,Tertul. People who live under theſe unfortunateclimares, conſider cold 
4 Mar& as their greateſt Enemy, they withſtand ir'srigour by their hard- 
neſſe, they ſeek forthat reliefefrom fire whichthey c2nnor finde in 
the Sun, and burn their Forreſts ro warm their fields. In fine, to 
_ deſcribe this wofull Countrey in Tertulians terms, their skie wants 
pity, the days are never clear, the Sun is there always weak and Jan- 
guiſhing, winter reigns there all rhe year long, no windes blow 
there bur the North, rivers held back by cold have not the freedom 
of running, the mountains are there always covered with ſnow, 
Nature is {lothfullthere, and froſt which exringuiſherh her naturall 
hear makes her eternally barren. 

If the bad condition of theſe Nations, bea proofe of rhe Suns 
imporency, if the barrenneſle of their ground, are a mark of his 
.weakneſſe, Africa is nolefſe anargument of his corruption ; and 
who ſces thoſe dreadfull Defarts which bring forth nothing but 
fand and Monſters, is bound to confefle, that the curſe of God 
reacheth as well torheconſtellations as romen. Forthe Sun makes 
all the Inhabitants thereblack, and prints that colour upon them, 

Ns in which we here paint Devils, he there {corcheh all their Trees, 
A ww and ſtrips them of their leaves before they be loaded with fruit. 
que aliſkms He there dries up brooks asfoon as they arecropeout trom their 
relw, fiſ=que Spring-head; he leaves them nothing in the fields, which may 
Lewes leſſen his hear ; Forreſts give there no ſhade, nor dorhe fountains 
emptis. Pabula afford refieſhment. ' Rocks bear nothing but flames in their veines, 
1 n/5n «m theearth burns under their feer that walke upon it, her ſcorchin 

tur arbor,mate- DOWEIS Conceive nothing but ſulphur and pitch. The Summer a 
,1amjve ſu baniſhr all other {-aſons out of this Countrey, and reigns there as a 
prebet (ege197)- Tyrant even from the beginning of the world, ſuffers no windesto 


opener blow bur ſuci1 as feed his hear, layes waſte the fields, and teaving 


þ nothing 
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nothing there but marks of his fury, makes it look like the picture. 


For my part I cannot belicve that the Sun h1d ſounequally dif- 
penſed his heat in theſtateof innocency ; that having one part ofthe 
world frozen, he would have conſumed the other with heat, nor 
thot dividing, his heat ſo unequally ro ſo many people, te would 
have made dayesand nights ſix monthes long. Either thoſe Coun- 
trics would have had no Inhabitants, or the Sun would have been 
more favourable to them, or elſe that Providence by which the 
world 1s —_— would have made him take another Tract, or 


equally 


ividing his heat and his light, ir would have moderated 


rhe Summers of Africa, and ſiveetned the Winters of Swerhland. 
Since 'tis the will of God, * that makes the nature of all things, 
{ince the Elements have no inclinations but what are his, and that 
both heaven and earth reccive law trom his word, it is nor hard to 
conceive, thatthe Sun may more juſtly diſtribute his hear, and yet 
not go outof the Zodiack, and that equally warming all the parts 
ot thecarth, he may cither leave uſclefle ſandsin the edge of E1hi- 
opis, nor yet mountains charged with ſnow in the furcher-moſt 
parts of Swethland. That Sovereign ® Providence to whichnothing 
isimpoſhible, might well enough have remedied theſe inconvenien- 
ces, which Aſtrologic findes in the cquality of ſeaſons. This ab- 
ſolute Miſtreſle of Nature, might well enough have diſtributed 
hear and light, without changing rhe courfe of the Sun. And ſhe who 
hath putthe world out of order, ropnniſh us for our fins, might alſo 
have governedir after another faſhion,to favour us in our innocency. 

Bur notroengage my ſelfein making Apologies for her whocan 
defend her ſelfe againſt the wicked with thunder: it ſhall ſuffice 
me to make it appear, thar that Sun which lights us doth dazle 
us; and that he who doth heat us, burns us, and that 
his beams which gives us life, cauſeth alſo our death. Be- 
forethe tin of Adam he had no vertue, which was fatall to man; 
all his _— were benigne, Aſtrology had nor as yet found out 
any maligne influences, and whil'ſt this glorious conſtellation 
made good his career, he neither burnt men, nor dried up Trees; 
bur ſince we are become finfull, through our Fathers pride, the 
Sun hathchanged his qualities, and that Planct whoſe only care ir 
was tO diſpenſcabroad his heat and light, hath receivgd directions to 
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burn thoſe to whom he gives light, and to make all things die, to 
which he hath given life. *He exhales up the vapours whereof ſtorms 
are compoſed, he makes them diſtill down 1n rain, gliflen forth in 
lightening, and break out 1n Thunder. He hardeas hail, to ruine the 
ficlds, and reaps the corn with this congealed water, gathers the 
grapes, and overthrows the hopes of the Labourer. His hear min- 
oled with the vapours of the earth, cauſerh contagions, his light 
which hath loſt it's former puricy, diſperſeth the plague through- 
out the world. 

He who gave life, wonders to ſee he now cauleth death, he won- 
ders that his beams ſhould be fatall ro choſe ro whom he gives lighr, 
he is ſorry ro undo his own workmanſhip, to tarniſh rhe roſe and 1il- 
ly, tobe the parricide of choſe lowers whole Father he had been, 
He cannot comptehend how divine Juſtice ſhould imploy his heat 
ro produce contrary effects, nor how after having ripened the corn, 
fitted things for harveſt, and guilded grapes, he ſhould deſtroy that 
to which he gaveabcing, and make a wofull havock tnere where 
the labourer had hoped to make a happy harveſt, Such as are be- 
comeingenious fince made miſerable by fin, have obſerved ſeaſons 
wherein all the influences of this conſtellation are mortall, wherein 
he hurts as many as he roucheth, wherein he infeeth all that he 
oives light unto, and wherein he commits as many murders. as he 
darts forth beams. * The holy Scripture which is ſo eloquent, min- 
oleth rep1oaches with thepraiſss thar it giveth him , and makes in- 
vectivesagainſt the Sun whilſt ircompoſech his Panegyricks, It bla- 
meth and praileth his light. it admires his efficacy, and complains 
of his hear, it adores his power, and ſtands in awe. of his juſtice, 
whocan imploy the Sun ro givelight unto the Saints and ro punith 
finners. The Spoulcin the Canticles complains, that this fair conſtel- 
lation ſhould have ſpoiled her complexion, that he ſhould have chan- 
ed herroles into marigolds, and that effacing her beauty he ſhould 
havetaken from her that Luſtre, which is a womans principall orna- 
ment. Z#4:thinher hiſtory complaineth that the. Sun had made her 


a Widdow, and that his extream heat giviag upon the head of her 


gear husband had cauſed the carar fall which Carried him to his 
grave. Foras he was overlooking his harveſt men at full mid-day, 
juciging their labour by their ſheaves, and according to the cuſtome 
otcherime mingling trouble with policy through the pleaſing di- 
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verſions of husbandry, the Sun which ſpares not Sovereigns more 
then ſhepheards, and who knows that all menbeing faulty, he may 
of right puniſh them, let fly a beam upon poor Manaſſes wherein 
death was mingled with light, « and broke the happielt marriage 


a Mortuss ef 
in Manaſles 7 
that was then in Palcſtinc, the - - by 
Weare taught by theſe examples that the Sun hath influences bhordeacee : in- 


now which he had not betore rhe ſtare of tin, that he ſerves Gvds _ —_ ſa- 
allizanes 


juſticero rid himſelt of men, that herules over thelite of Monarchs, arizutes is 
and that whilſt he ends his courſe, he meaſures our the moments campo, venit 
and hours of their Empire. If we haveany reaſon to complain of the _ A Hef my 
Sun, he hath a juſtercauſe co wage war upon us, for we force him to Cove of. _ 
ivelight unto our faults, we make him a flave to our vanities, and «ith cap.8. 

though he be always on his journey, we force, him to be a confede- 

rate in our offences, but he is nor ſo much afflicted with theſe inju- 

ries as with our homages, heis leſſe troubled ar our outrages, then 

at our adorations, and is more ſenfible of his being our Idoll then of 

being our ſlave. This diforder is large enough to turnith matter for 

2 whole dilcourſe, and to ſervefor a new proof to Chriſtians, that 


{in hath corrupted all Creatures, 


The fourth Diſcourſe. 


That there is n0 Creature which men have 
y0t adored. F my 


lief then that ofa God, and yer not any one hath ever been 

more diſputed. Ir is written in our hearts .by the hand of na- 
ture, * rimc hath not been ablero cfface ir, Ignorance and oblivion Þ Innumere; 
which are it's rwo greateſt enemies cannot weaken it, and falſhood _ +1250 
: - X , R jorem {1c 0r- 
it ſelf which reigns ſoabſvlutely in the world, hathnot had po wer diam arcedir, 
enough tobanith+it, Reaſon dorh herein agree wich faith : every /r9gfs & {abs 


] 'Is a ſtrange prodigie that there is not a better eſtablithe be- 


rioſa morta'iias- 


man upon this occaſion is naturally a Chriſtian. Let him bur conſule /7. 
with nature, and he cannotbe deceived ; and even when he offers gee ſue infir- 
incenſe to Idols, and when he builds Temples to the workmanſhip 74% memor. 


| : : 11 Plin.hb., , 
of his own hands, he may make amends for his fault, if he will bur ** Os. 7 
be 
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be adviſed by his conſcience. For © ſheteacherh him this truth as oft 
as ſhe ſpeaks with treedome , and with whar ever falſhood ſhe be 
forcſtalled, ſhe always continues this belief. She apprehends Gods 
Juſtice in the faults which ſhe commirterh, and hopeth-in his mer- 
cies through the vertucs ſhe inures her felt unto. When ſhe will at- 
tirm a Truth, ſhe rakes him for her witnes who ſeeth all things. 
W hen the is threatened with any miſchief, ſhe invokes him onely 
who is omnjyorent ; and when ſhe fals into any misforrune, the 
{ceks for deliverance from noneelſc, but from him who glories in al- 
liſting the innocent, 3nd miſerable. If ſhe at any time ſpeak wicked- 
ly, the rakes her ſelf upas ſoonas the is awakened by afflition, ſhe 
amcnds her crrour when the followes her own light , and as ofr as 
ſhe is rationall, the is Chriſtian. 

Yet isthere nothing more commontin the world then Idolatry, 
This fin was born in the Terreſtiall paradiſe, and if we will believe 
Tertallian,the Devill would - infinuate the belictc, of Plurality of 
Gods into our firſt father, when he perſwaded him, that he might 
become one. All men being abuſed by this fooliſh promiſe have m- 
gagedthemſelves in Idolatry, not beingable to warrant themſelves 
tzom death, tlixey have pretended to immortality, nor being able ro 
diſpoſe of Sceptcrs and Crowns, they have endevourcd to diſpoſe 
of 'Temples, and Altars. And failing in Credit to make Kings, 
they have inſolently attributed untorthemielves, the power of ma- 
king Gods, 


Bur {eeino 


o that crrour hath no boundaries, but doth increaſe with 


time, all things have contributed fucllro this errour, and every ſe 


of Philoſophers have inſenſibly forged our Idols unto themſelves 
ro adore them, Thoſe of them that were the cleercſt ſighted were 
moſt faulty, and found the ſubject of their ſuperſtition in God him- 
ſelf. For not being able ro comprehend that adorable unity which 
bindes aJl thefe perfedtions together, and who doth wondertully 
accord his Juſtice with his mercy, his love with his: Majeſty, his im- 
menſity (which ti]s all things,) with his holineſſe (which parts him 
from them;) his providence, whichgvides vs, with his power, which 
preſerves vs, they imagined thatevery one cf his perfections was a 
different drvinity, and dividing thedtvine effencc, they did wicked- 
ly take in Parts who doth rc-unite all thines in himſelf. Seneca 
tound our © this injuſtice, but didnor corre&ir, and being more care- 


full 
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full to build up his reputation, then to eſtabli F | 
conrented to let oftwicy ſee that he had ode = — -— rg : 
this Impoſturiſme. Some others being paſſionate for the pm re? retRe dicer, 
rected Altars ro them; being raviſhrt with their lovelineſſe pr my ——" 
ſtrove to makethem beadored, they made thereof ſpiricuall 1d a {  otdg 
and falſe divinities of all the habits which could adorn che mi = he" wag ear 
man. They ere&ed Altars to metcy, and believed thar a wn a _ —_ 
which did aſſiſt the miſerable, ought tobe worſhipped by all —_ > punts warty 
who could become miſerable. They offered incenſe ro DAruds , _ 
and as if they would ſide withguilry, they obliged the OY , _— non 
reverence her. They immolated Victimes to wiſedome, and to _- enimeeſt rorur 
knowledgerhe favours which they hadreccived from her pure = (own ge 
they injured her through cheir ſuperſticion, and adored her unde ! bus indi» 
the name of deſtiny, and imige of Fortune. Philoſophers vac +4, muney 
ſed thcir Idolatry by rheſeb2d reaſons, and would per{wade C hri- ſu. Sence. 
ſtians, thar that religion could not be vitious which did onely a cap.4y: wy 
dore yertue: blindnefſe increaſing with deceit, rhey conforaded vis f Has vi 
ces wich vertues, fand added rothe number of their Gods, to ho- 24% hs 
nourtheir Anceſtors debaucheries. They conſecrared incontinency, #4» mite 
underthename of Yen, they defied drunkennefle under the nn 4 
of Bacchus,they did authorizeinjuſtice, and the Jicentiouſnefſe of =. 
war under the name of Mars, and not: dreaming'that Gods could 
not be one anothers encmies,they erected Altars to peace, after ha- 
ving _ m_ r0 Bellona. 
when Impudency was arrived at it's herght, they ad 

without diſguifing them, 2 and calling them by ——_— "Og 

mts. 419/14 in- 
they built Templcs to fear, to fury, and to envy. The body being > + Hd 


ſcandalized that the paſſions of the ſoule ſhould be reverenced , perimus, peſtes 
would have it's motions and diſorders to receiverhe ſame honours, ©" ater c 
> deſcripfomus =. 


Pallor, or Palenes, was dcified to give it contentment. Ignorance dumeſſe placa- 


& 2dmiration made an Idol of the Ague, & til Phyſttians had learnt '< #repidemers 
the courſe & fits thereof, ignorant and ſuperſtitious peopleimagined —_— — 
eliam public e 


irdeſerved an Altar;rhey adored thisDivinity,becauſe they dre Wow | 
it. They thought them ſelves miſerable , —_ they hid — ng 
and contrary tothe humour of Adorers, they ſought for nothing agg 
morethen that a God ſhould keep far from them who hadwon him- Te 

ſelf credit only by theevilsthar he did. Whe impiety had madetheſe 


rryals, ſhe undertook toconſecrate men, and to build chem Tem- 
ples, 
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2.4.4. Of the Corruption of 


ples, after having tane them out of their [ſepulchres. Death which 
Ccnounced their weakneſle, and their ſin,could not alter the courſe of 
theſe unjuſt proceedings, and all the miſeries which they had in 
tharlite time endured, could not extinguiththem, Intereſt and ſor. 
row were the beginning of this ſuperſtition ; for ſubjects to con- 
ſolate rhemlelves for the lofle of a Sovereign, who by his labours 
had defended them, and who had taught them thearr of building 
hou'cs, or of husbanding land, would eternize .his memory by fo. 
lemne ſacrifices, and lodged the ſame men in heaven whom the 
had buried intheearth. They invented Apotheoſis tocale their ſor- 
row, they thought that fire which reduced men into athes, could 
change them into fpirits; that that element which doth puritie all 
things, had the vercue to in-noble Princes, and take from them all 
the impurity which they had contracted in the world, They thought 
that Religion knew how to convert men into Gods, that the Se- 
nates decree was as powerfull as that of deſtiny, and that Fapiter 
was bound to contirme in heaven what ever a Pope_had conclu- 
dedon earth, 

By this mcans Apotheoſes was ofr-times the reward of hainous 
crimes. Princes who were moſt faulty were moſt honoured, men 
granted thar to the power of Succeſſours, which ought to have been 
refuſed tothe power of their Anceſtours , people were conſtrained 
roadore T yrants whom they had dereſtced, tore-commend the vwel- 
fare of the State tothoſe who had bcen the undoing of it, and to 
changethcirjult imprecations into vowes as faint as unreaſonable. If 
grcat mers violence cauſed impiety in the meaner ſort, love ingaged 
Fathers in the Icolatry of their Children, For to 'allay their ſorrow 
tor ther death, they maderheir pictures be drawn by skiltul painters, 
thenauding their power to the workmans cunning, they bound 


LUicirc1es to behold theſe images with reſpect, & to offer up inceale 


to youi.g Princes whom death had ſwept away in the flower of thcir 
Age: Following the example of this unjuſt ſorrow, every Sonne 
woiu make a Godet his father. All thoſe who bare any credit: 
with thepc pie, made their Anceſtours be adored, and taking ad- 
vantage of this fallepicty, they perſwaded weak mindes, that they 
were dcicended fromthe Raceof the Gods.. : 

In tine, tlic naurall inclination which men have to Relioion cau- 
(cd Idolatryinthe world, for not being able to be wichour Gods, 


they 


they forged ſenſible deities: unto themſelves, and wanting ſouls 
ſuſlciently elevated to conceive a true & Idea of the divineeſſence, © 24 mg 
they cut out Idols wich their hands: they throogh a fearfull blind- 00 aye 
neſſe, purtrheir truſt in Gods made ofclay and wood, and conſulted op fex Dei. Ba- 
with ſtatutes, which being dcaf and gdumb,-could-ncither hear nor 93: Ea 
anſwerthem , oft-times one and che fame tree ſervedro make Gods 

and ſhips, both their deſtinies depended on the arrificer, their tor- 


rune conſiſted on his fancy, aad his hand deſtin'd theone to ſuffer 


, ſhipwrack ar ſea, the other to be worthipped on carth. Bucthat they 


mighr avoid the pain of making Gods, they bethought chemſelves 
of chuGagalaes z- and foregoing the care of forging or moulding 
reſerved a power -unto themſelves to declare them, 


them, t 
they deified whole Nature, ofevery of it's parts they made Gods, 


Flowers ! were in the ſame rank with Stars, theſe earthy | Floralia infti- 
Stars received--divine-honours, they charmed men and purchaſed . =; Harmg 


rhemſelves adorers by their odour and beauty ; a man might crond $ybillx, at on- 


a thouſand divinitics into-one nolegay ; they joyned Superſtition #4 bene deflo- 
to Vanity, women (atisfied their devotions in drefling themſelves, = qrpragiag 


che moſt vain amongſt chem was the godlieſt, and thoſe who wore 
garlands of Lillies and Roſes might boaſt themſelves: to be in-ani- 
mated Temples. 
Fruits "whereofflowers arebut ornaments,diſputed this honor with * Nos ce/f 


them, there were ſome men who preferring profit before beauty, - rover 


| judged that Pomenadid berter deſerve temples then Flora, and that ſecum, pluſque 


if every creature wasa portion of divinity, trees were morc to be *ift«!s caſa 
conſidered then planes, fince not being leſſe lovely they were more = =_ 
uſefull. Men being phantaſticall in their humours, and nothing be- *@.Plin.lib.2;. 
ing ſo deformed in Nature whichmeers not with ſome admirours, P'** 
Onnions contended with fowers, and whole Nations drew them 

ourofrheir Gardens to place them upon Altars, the Zgyprians inſti- 

ruted a ay Phe unto them, Joy” un men who ha- 
vingconfer'd with t ws,-mought have ſome cognizance of 

theniay in | — in this. errour , {21d dC the 


 ralkofallpeople,placed thatin heaven which grew on carth, & pro- « relices jo: 


fanedincenſe ro Me Onnions. * By the ſame licence they wor- p#b guibw be 
ſhipped whatthey feared. Fear i piery intotheſe ſervile ſouls, 19uresr nn 


they offered facyifices ro.Serpents to be delivered: from them ; and 


Yy | ro 


ch 2 ed 
_— 


o Ex ſderum 
leviſimis mott- 
bus fortune po 
pulorum depen- 
dent & maxina 
ac vinima pro- 
mde formantur 
gr one aquum 
mnbqunmve [y- 
aus inceſſit- 
5:n.ad Marc. 
Cap. 3s 


rp Solem mundi 
eſſe totins ani - 
mum ac planins 
mentem, bune 
principale natu' 
re rerimen ac 
zumen credere 
recet, opera te 
14 4[timantes- 
Plin 2.0.5, 


346 Of the Corruption of 
roallay their fury,did immolate vitimes ro themrthe Devil delighr- 
cdto {cchimſelt adored in a Monſter, which had ſerved hiffi for 
interpreter inthe earthly paradiſe, he would recompence it's fideli- 
ty with this honour and repair thelofſe which it had ſuffered upon 
lus occaſion by divine homage. | | 

After this high extravagancy all Idolatry 1s excuſable, and we 
muſt not wonder if metals and ſtars have had their adorers, fince 
Serpents have had Prieſts and Altars: forif Intereſt be the Rule of 
Superſtition, there is nothing in Nature moreuſctull for us then the 
Stars, they are placed inthe higheſtand moſt beauritull parc of the 
world, they ſeemrto rule over us, and that their favourable or ma- 
ligne influences goes to the making of vs fortunate or unfortunate, 
We » hardly partake of making any ſenſible favour bur by their in- 
—_ , and prophane men call them the arbitratoursof chance, 
and the diſpenſors of goodand evil; Though webe free, they pre- 
tend to acertain power over our wils by the means of our inclina- 
tions , a man muſt withſtand ſtifly ro reſiſt their impreſſions, and as 
moſt men a moreby inſtinR, then by reaſon, we muſt not wonder 
if forming our temper and our humours, they govern our deſfignes, 
andpuide our motions. 

Hence it is that all men have reverenced them, that this hath been 
thecommoneſt Superſtition, that the beſt wits who would not bow 
ro men, have proſtrared themſelves before the Stars, and that the 
Sun hath paſſed amongſt very » Philoſophers for the viſible God 
ofthe world. To ſay truth, we owe all things to his hear and lighr, 
hiscourſe governs our ſeaſons, his influences diſtribute forth fruir- 
fulneſſe through all the parts of the Univerſe , Nature would' be 
barren were it not for his beams, and ſhould this glorious conſtella- 
tion ceaſe looking on her, ſhe would neither conceive nor produce 
his Eclipſes though but of a ſmall durance pur her in diſorder, and 
rhecarrh cannot want his heat without witnefling her ſorrow by 
terility, if he be along time hidden trom us by clouds, the yeares 
are unfrujtfull ; and theLabourers painsare uſeleſſe if he do nor #a- 
vour them by his aſpe&, 

It muſt be granted thar he who ſhould: conſult with nothing bur 
his own ſenſe would acknowledye no other divinity bur the $un, 
lis very beauty parted fromhis adyantage, ſeems to exact ſome re- 

ſpeR 
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ſpe& fromall men, his worthisnort — known, if he be va- 
lued Mcly for hiseffets. Though he were barren he would for 


ceaſe robe wonderfull ; and it theripening of fruitsand goverament q v4 ramen de- 
ofthe ſcaſons9 did not depend upon his heat and courſe, his very #7 iſte 44. 


light would ſuffice Sexecatoadore him, bur God being jealous of 
hisglory, and nog defirous that the ſupremeſt honours thould be 
rendered to his works, he hath reyenged himſelf upon them for 
our ſins, he hath diſordered them to puniſh us, he hath tane from 


"Co Sol proauctt, 


ſpeftacy'um di- 
gnuſq; adorars, 
ſi tantumprete- 


them rheiradvantages to difabuſe us, and he hath order'd that the virerSen.lib.g. 
nobleſt creatures ſhould have their blemiſhes, ro the end that theig 4 Benef.c-23. 


beauty might not make us Idolaters ; herook from them a parr of 
their perfeions, when fin bereft us of our innocency, and foreſee- 
ing that we ſhouldthrough blindneſle fall into errour, he would nor 
thatthcir Luſtre ſhould ſerve us either for occaſion or excuſe: he 
mingled death withlife in the Suns beams, he parred his light from 
his heat, and didnor permirthem to joyn always together 1n acting 
equally, rhe! htſomeſt =_ are not the horreſt, and rhoſe Coun- 
tries where > Sun makes the longeſt days enjoy nor the moſt 
plcafing Summers:He for our puniſhment doth corruptwhat foggur 
ſervice he had produced, and as his influences do cauſe our health, 
ſodo they our fickneſſe likewiſe, it he diſſolve vapours into rain, 
he makes them break forch in thunder, it he ripen fruit he dries up 
flowers, if he form mereors he ſets Comets on fire, if he make the 
dew fall, fodothhealfo - 1 Sercine or Mildew; and if he deſerve 
praiſe for the good hebringerh us, he merits alſo blame for rhe evil 
which he ſendeth us. *F 
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The fifth Diſcourſe. 


That all Creatares do either tempt or per - 
ſecute us. 


we muſt not wonder if the * creatures do diſobey man, whos 
createth chem with ſo much rigour, and violating the laws of 
Juſtice, imployes them in his offences againſt their common Sove- 
reign, For there is nothing in the world which hath eſcaped his 
fury ; the moſt innocent creaturesin his hands are become crimi- 
alllbe makesthem ſerve his unjuſt —_— and not conſidering 
that he hath received them from Gods liberalicy,, he .abuſeth rhem 
contrary to his Glory. Wharſvever preſents itſelf before his eyes, 
doth cither flatter his ambition or his avarice; that which in the 
ſtate of ingocency would have excited devotion in his ſoul, cau- 
ſerlf”iapiery therein now, he turns all chings to his advancage or to 
his honour, and ſecks for nothing in the uſe of nature, bur his plea- 
ſure or his profit. He corrupts his Judges with gold, he tames his 
enemies with the ſword, he kindles his concupiſcence with winc, and 
this furious Tyrant abuſeth all things to undo himſelf: his malice 
reacherh cyen to the moſt innocent Creatures, making them con- 
tederates in his crime by an ingenious cruelty; for he finds out the 
means how to make the chaſteſt ſerve his unchaſtiry, he aſſubjets 
the nobleſt to his Ambition, and-imploys the holicſt in his Im- 
Picty. I 
There is mo that appears to be more clecer then Chryſtall, 
if we will believe Philoſophers, 'ris a water congeal'd by cold, light 
is {oinamor'd thereof, asit cannot ſee ic withour penetration, ther 
imbracesare ſo chaſtas thar their purity is not therein concerned, 
their union is ſo ſtreightasir is hard to ſay, whether the Chryſtall 
be changed into lighr, or the. light into Chryſtall, Chryſtall be- 
comes lightfull withour ſoftning it's hardneſſe. Light becomes ſo- 
lid without loſle of Luſtre or brighrneſle, their qualities are con- 
| 


founded, 


= Tyranny in Princes cauſeth rebellion in their ſubjects, 
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founded, withouralteration of theirnarutt ; and their marriage is 
ſocxad; that they poſleſle in common all the advantages which 
nature hath given them in particular, yer impurity makes chryſta!} 
ſerve it's infamous defignes in looking glaſſes: a woman growes in 
love with herſelfe, by ſecing of her face; ſhe turns the fable of 


Narci(ſ#s into a truth's' * ſhe conſumes in defires before her Idoll, « 5: cupitim- 


 andatterbeing ſufficiently in love with-her ſelfe, ſhe perſwades her 


ſelfe ſhe is able ro makeall men in love with her: upon this aſſu- 
rance ſhe undertakes the conqueſts of all hearts, ſhe joynes art to 
beauty co purchaſe her ſelfe lovers, and ſhe hazards her honour to 
encreaſe her Empire. Who would have believed that impuriry 
could have corrupted ſo pure a _ ? thar the flames of love 
ſhould be kindled in ice, & thatchryſtall intermixr with light ſhould 


carry both fmoak and flameinto the hearc of one and the ſame 


woman. 
Looking Glaſſes were ar firſt invented to the end that men ſee- 


ing their defaults, might amend chem; many adyantages were 
made of this innocent arr ; this faithfull Councellour 'gave good 
advice, * his dumb anfwers were ſpeaking oracles, and whoſoeger 
would liſtenunto them could not chuſe bur pur on good reſolutions, 
A handſome womanlearnt by her looking glafle, that ſhe was ro 
ſhun diſhonour; that ro become accompliſhe ſhe was to joyn ver- 
tueto beauty, and not robe an hypocrite, the was ro be as good, 
as fair. Shee ro whom nature had nor been ſo liberall of her fa- 
vours, learnt by this true friend, that the was to amend the faults 
of her face by the perfeions of her ſoul, and that ſhe ought to 
ſtrive for the advantages of men, fince the wanted thoſe of. wo- 
men. *:A young Prince who obſcrved inthis true glaſſe, that he 
was inthe Flower of hisage, found himſelf obliged ro undertake 
ſuch glorious aRionsas render men famous; an'old man who faw: 
his wrinkles and gray haires in this chryſtall, reſolved to do no- 
thing unworthy of his condition, and fecing by his colour that 
he hadnor long'to live; prepared to die with courage. Thus was 
the uſe of Tooking: glaſſes a ſerious ſtudy ; men learnt vertue by 
beholding themſelves, and every-one ſceing his conſcience in his 


face, put ona 'gencrous 'reſolucion ro acquit himſelfe of his duty ; 
but incontinency harh prophaned this innocent arr; in this corrup- 
ted age if men ſee their 4 


ces in a glaſſe, 'tis that they may endea- 
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vour to ſurprize chaſtity, and women look therein only to entet- 
cain their vanities, | | 
Ambition gives not place ro impurity, and if the latter be inge- 
nious in corrupting the pureſt things, the other knows how to 
aſſubjze& the moſt noble, In effect, the reacherh Lions obedience, 
ſhe faſtens them to the Chariots of Triumphers, and having ta- 
med men, the tames wilde beaſts. » She engages Elephants in a 
fight, ſhe encourageth theſe huge Lumps againſt her Encmicg, 
ſhe loads them with Towers upon their backs, ſhe makes ute of 
their Truack, andteacheth them ro war, that ſhe may win barrels 
attheir coſt: ſhe makes the ground to groan. underthe weight of 
her Engines, the mountains to quake at the noiſe of her Cannons, 
ſhe ſends death by theirbullers intro Towns,and impriſoning the no- 
bleit of Elements in Mines, ſhe forceth it co blow up baſtions to 
recover it's liberty: ſhe rames the Seas haughrineſle, ſhe forcerh 
this Monſter to bear her ſhips, toaſſiſt her in her Conquelts, to 0- 
pen the way unto her, to lead her into the fartheſt diftant Coun- 
tries, and to ſerve her for a Theater to fight upon, and bear _ 
victory, Thus man inſtructed ” this bad Miſtrefle, aflubjeRs a 
the Elements to his Tyranny, he forcech the inclinations of che 
nobleſt ſubjects, he makes them guilty of is offences, and ſtrange- 
ly abuſing his liberty, he makes chem mutiny againſt rheir Com- 
mon Sovereign. | 7 
| Taking the fame freedom,he prophanes ſacred things,& makesthe 
worlds moſt holieſt partsſerve his impiety.” For though heaven be 
the Templc wherein God reſides, though the Sun be the” Throne 
wherein he makes himſelte viſible, though the Stars be open eyes 
through which he obſetyecs our faults, yer the Libertine abuſes all 
rheſe exccllent creatures in his unjuſt defignes ;-he diſpoſerh of 
heaven as of the earth, he promiſeth it unto. himſelfe -afrer his 
death, and imagines he ought ro reign amongſt Angels, after -ha- 
ving commanded amongſt men ; he perſwades himfelfe thar the 
Sun ri{eth onely-to aftord-Him- light, 1*-rhat the'Srars finiſh ther 
courſes onely ro{erye him, that thePlaners meer not burito obfecve 
his adventures, and to preſage his yidoris :; and bein's ſirzage'F 
loodwinkry hee believes that Nature | 15 onely +buſiced ro 
finde him paſtime:y ' or for his -honow, He'raiſerh up devils by 
the help of Magick;'bc. exrends. bis Empitc:cven unvortiulls; noe 
| | know- 
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knowing chat he purchircth his power by the loſſe of his liberty , 
that hebecomes their {lave, who my him ; and rhat he procures 
unto himſelfe as many Tyrants alter death, as he imployes officers 
in his life time. 

The creatuzesto revenge themſelves for ſo many out-rages, con- 
ſpire his undoing, and dcclare waragainſt him ; he ſees no- one part 
in all his Dominions, wherein he findes not cither Rebels, or Ene- 
mics ; wharſoever he undertakes he meets with reſiſtance, and his 
ſubje&s through deſpair reſolve to tree themſelves from their un- 
juſt Sovereign, though by their own undoing. Of. the ſo many 
ways which they tinde ro revenge themlelyes, orpuniſh him, the 
two moſt remarkable are violence, or cunning. The firſt is more 
ſenſible, the ſecond more dangerous. * For no man is ſo reſolute, 
but that he trembles when he ſeesall creatures armed againſt him : 
and that whereſoever he turns his eyc, he either findes factions, or 
revolts in his ſtate. Every Element chreatens him wicha thouſand 
torments; he findes no ſanctuary amidſt ſo many dangers, and ler 
him be how carefull ke can to defend himſelf, he knows he cannot 
ſhun a violent death: for tounderſtand it arighr, no dearh is naty- 
rall, and if we giveic ſomrimes thar Title 'tis cither to {weeten the 
rigour thereof, or to confound nature with fin, 

This war which appears ſo cruel, is not the moſt dangerous; 
tor to boor, that we know how to defend our ſelves from it, and 
that ſelf-love hath found our remedies for all our evils, it looſens 
us from off the earth, it makes us abhor our exile, and love our 


_ dear Coumttey,; ir raiſeth us up gently into heaven, and we may 


tay, that if this. perſecution makes not Martyrs, it doth at leaſt 
makePenitents.-But the other 'is ſo much-more dangerous, as it is 
more plealing, ir deceives us fo munch -che more cafily, by how 
much jc flatters us -more-cunningly 4- - for the creatures are in the 
devils hands,.toſeduceus, -they arc full of ſhares and nets to ſur- 
prize us, wetan hardly make uſe of them withour hazarding our 
weltare.'* This Tyrarit who gotrhe vn. of-chem, when 
he loſt itin. Paradiſe, makes ſuch cunning uſe 'of them, as it'is al- 
moſt 1m 
_—_— interdict our ſelvesthe uſe of theworld ; and nor ro fall 
under the flavery of devils, it ſcems we ought to havenocommerce 
with his creatures, - | SSD 
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- They were formerly faithfull Guides, which led us to God, and 
now rehey draw us far from him : formerly they taught us our my- 
ſteries, and to know the beauty of God, a man was only to conſi- 
der his works ; now they engage us in errour; the Princeof dark- 
neſle imployes them either toabuſe Plyloſophetrs, or to deceive the 
i{-believers: formerly they ſerved usfor paſtime, wherein plea- 
lure was mingled with innocency ; they» charmed our eyes 
without diſtracting our mindes z religion and ſtudy were not as yet 
feparared, the one and the orher of them had their ſweets 
without bicterneffe, and made men learned and godly without la- 
bour: © but nowxhecreatures ſerve us for paſtime only to undo us, 
the {ports which they furniſh us withall, are almoſt always accom. 
panicd wich lin, if weexceed neceſſity, we fall into intemperance, 
andit weule chem profuſely, we cannot ſhun injuſtice. 

Eveiy creature, bears about it's dangers with it, a man myſt 
ſtand upon his guard when he intends to make uſe of chem, and 
who ſales upon this ſea, without very much caution, is in danger 
of ſhipwrack. We ought moſt ro ſuſpe&t ſuch things asare moſt 
neceſſary for us; Neceflity, which ſeems to ſerve ior an excuſe, 
ſerves our Enemy tor a means whereby to undo us, he hath ſpread 
abroad his netsin all creatures, to ſurprize us; he covers the hook 
over with ſome bait that may allure us, and whil'it we think to 
fatisfie our defires, we incon(iderately engage our (elves in 
his deſ1gnes, | ""' 

The uſe of food, without the which we cannot preſerve life, is not 
voidoft danger : 1i we will not become guilty, we muſt uſe rhem 
bur as remedies; we are not only forbidden the abuſe, but even 
thelove of them): men4in againſt the Laws of God, as well in ta- 
king too much delight in caring, as in eating too much. Sobricty 
is 2 quaint Or nice vertue, which is. nx ha as well with the 
qualiry, as with the quantity of Viands: and if it bexrue, thar our 

ins bind us to repentance, we ought not only to cut off whar is 
ſuperfluous, bur even what wethink neceſſary, Sleep is nor, ſovery 
innocent, but that it is {omtimes mingled with ſloth, all they who 
{lcep to keep themſelves in good plight, and who: make their bed 
a place of pleaſure, have found out the ſecrer of making ſleep {in- 
full; and of committing offences in a condition wherein the moſt 
guilty become innocent, a man muſt not love xezſpn very much, 


e who 
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who can be content to want the uſe of it ſo* long, he muſt hold cor- 
reſpondency witi death, who throwes himſelf ſo oft into his bro- 
chers arms, and he muſt be very careleſſe ofthis welfare who loſerh 


the remembrance thereof lo off, 
Apprarell is no leſſe _—_— then ſleep, and though divine pro- 


videace have afforded us the hides and skins of the creature ro cover 
us withall, yet we do we oft-times thwart the delignes thereof, by 
the waſt we make, Apparell 'is now nomore the invention of necct- 
ſity, men cloth themſelves no longer now to efcape the injuries of 


the elements, a man mult eicher be unhappy or uncivill, if in his clo- 


things he endevouronely the freeing of himſelf from incommodi- 
ty. Wedraw our glory from our contuſion, that which cauſed our 
ſhame, publiſherh our vanity, and not finding wherein within our 
ſelves ſufficiently to glory, we ſcek toroccaſion thereofin the crea- 
tures; wedeck our ſelves with birds feathers, the tops of herons, 
and peacocks tails ſerve to adorn our heads, the Jabour of worms 
feeds ourluxury, we maketheir graves our apparell, and that which 
coſt thoſe innocent labourers their life, increaſerh our vanity , we 
turn grafle into cloth to ſatisfieour renderneſle, we corrupt Nature 
with art; and by a piece of extream ingratitude, we accuſe her of 
want either of dexterity or power, Thus we hardly make uſe of any 
creature, without offending their Creator, we remedy our nceds 
oncly by profuſions, and we arc in danger of committing ſome 
fault, as oft as we fatisfic any one of our defires, 
The Creatures ſeem ro holdinrelligence with the Devils ro undo 
us, that they ſubmit to our wils, onely to ſeduce us, and that as 


out all occafions to ruine us. They are ſabje&ts of Tempration to 
thoſe who make uſe of them, they are ners whereby the un-adviſed 
are caught, and inchantedglaſſes which decervethole who ſee them- 
ſelvesin them. 

Bur grant they had not all theſe evill qualicies, they would ſtill 
be fatall ro us whilſt they continue in the power of our enemy , for 
he hath powerto make uſe of them ro abule us, and ſince Adons re- 
volt, divine Juſtice hath permirred him romake weapons of them 
to beat us down withall. In the Terreſtriall paradiſe where he aſ- 
ſiled all men in their father, he had but a Serpent to cxpreſle his 
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mind, but a woman to ſecond his deſignes, and but an apple to al- 
lure us , all other creatures were exempt from his Tyranny : and 
how great a mind ſo cr'e he 11d to undo us, he durſt not imploy the 
beaury of the Stars, nor the Luſtre of pearls to corrupt us. Yeranap- 
plc ſatisfied his malice, he made fuch uſe of his power, as he beretr 
us of our innocence, and drove us our of paradiſe: we do- yet be- 
wail this defeat, we dayly feel tatall cftects of this -misfortune, and 
aS many ages as have bin ſince,have not been able to dry our tears nor 
lefſen our laments. "This redoubred enemy upbraids us, that he hath. 
cheated us with an * apple, and that with fo weak a weapon, he hath 
won a victory which hath made him lord of the whole world.” Twas 
eaſy to defend ones {eltagainſt an enemy whom divine Juſtice held 
in Chains, who had but one way to beat us, and who having no cor- 
reſpondency in the place which he affailed, could not expect the 
victory ſave from his own dexterity and our dulneſle, bur he is now 
no longer laden with Irons, the victory which he got over Adam 
gives him ſomeright ro all his children, he hath in cach of them a 
part of them{elves which favours all his defignes, his power is no 
longer limited, and hee hath a large permiſſion to make uſe of 
all the Creatures either to ſeduce or corrupt man. Hee beares 
away almoſt as many victories as he gives battles ; being aſſiſted 
with ſuch torces, he meets with few who reſiſts his Tyranny: we 
are born and do die his f{laves, he makes weapons of whatſoever he 
meers withall, and farting himſclf ro our humours ' and deſignes, he 
imploycs both heaven and earth rotempt us: by thoſe Stars which 
ſhine over our heads, he makes us either Idolaters or Magicians ; 
by gold, the richeſt of all metals, he makes men avaricious; by 1- 
ron, he cggs on the ambitious to war, or. the furious to revenge; by 
wine, he robs drunkards of their judgments, and gives them as. ma- 
ny Matters, as hee «cites paſſions inthem ; by beaury, which ſhines 
forth in womens countenances, he kindles unchait fires in mens 
hearts; and by Mans eloquence, he corrupts womens chaſtity : 
Pearls and Diamonds ſcrve him for Ironsto.inthainthe.one- and the 
other of them, rich ſtuffs and pleaſing colours, are ſo many charms 
with which he inchrars our ſenſes. In fine, we are forced to con- 
feſſe that rhe creatures are his Confederates in his defines, that hc 
is onely dreadtull by means of their aid, that he wins no victories 


but 
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but by the fights he makesagainſt us withthem, and that ſome men 
would be ſtout enough to withſtand his on-ſers, were he not {econ- 
dedby theſe faithful officers. 

He diſpoſeth fo * abſolutely of them, as after having imployed 
them to ſeduce us, hemakes ule of them to afflict us; and not being 
able ro make us ſinchrough cheir allurements, he endevours to make 
us miſerable by their perſecutions, he hath to do with ! Thunder; 
andcauſeth fear, where he cannot cauſe fin; he raiſeth ſtorms in 


the ſea, and buries both men and ſhips in the waves, if he cannot ; 


kindle war, he excites peſtilence and famine, and corrupting the pu- 
rity of the air, he turns towns to deſarts, and \makes the fields bar- 
ren ; he ſhakes the foundations of the earth, h& over-whelms men 
under the ruines of their houſes, and immolares victimes to his fury, 
when he cannot win ſlaves to his ambition, {© as be it in proſperity, 


orin adverſity, weare bound toconfeſle that by the good will of 4, 


God, theclements hold of the Devil, and that the Creatures are 
corrupted by fin, {incethey ſerve as Inſtruments to our enemy to 
{00th us into our concupiicenceand toabaſe our courage. 


The fxth Diſcourſe. 


That it is more ſecure to ſequeſter a mans ſelf 
from the Creatures, then to make 


uſe of them. 


Man muſt be ignorant of all the Maximes of chriſtianity if 
Atc know not that he is forbidden the love of the creature, and 

that we cannot love them without betraying our dignitics 
cr forgetting our duty: for nothing but God " can lay lawtull claim 
to cur affections, he is thecenterot all love, he is bereft of thar love 
which is not given him, and he is 'injurec In the chiefeſt of all his 
qualities, if onepropoſeany otherend unto himſelf, then God him- 
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bliſhed in the world, when by an unjuſt going leſfſe we raiſe thecrea- 
tures above our ſelves. 

He who abaſeth himſelf chrough the meanneſſe of his ſpirit, is 
not leſſe guilty then he who through his ambition, raiſeth himſelf 
up ; and he gives againſt Gads Providence as well who obeys thoſe 
creatures which are interiour to him, as he who would command 
over thoſe which are his equals, or Superiours. Man hath received 
an unrepealable law which obligeth'him ro ſubmit himſelf ro God, 
becauſe heis his Sovereign, and to raiſe himſelf above the other crea- 
tures becaulc they are his Servants: he treats upon equall terms with 
other men becauſe they are his equals ; he bears reſpec unto the 
Angels without adoring them, becauſe chey are his companions, & 
do in the difference of their natures aſpire with mantooneand the 
ſame end,and ſeek out the ſame happineſſe. Whatſoever is not ra- 

» Lex «terns Uonall is ſubje&t ro the Empire of ® man, and he is no: vain glorious, 


= ef _ when he thinks the carch 1s fruirfull onely to afford him- nouriſh 
a/ 


Catis vel rota MENT that the Sun riles onely to light him, and that the flowers do 
143 2G ordiaem diſplay themſelves onely for :his recreation: when he loves them 


raturalem co gut of an inclination, or out of neceſſity, he diſturbs the order of- 
ſervari jubcns, n 


pcrturbari ve. God, he ſubmits himſclf rothat which is below him, he degenc- 


zans. Aug.lib, rates from his nobility, and becomes aflave ro his ſubjects, tor if he 


22. COntra 


55 waar M lovea creature he muſt obey 1t,hecinor givehis love to ir & preſerve 
o Amor res ef is liberty, Loveisan imperious ® paiſion,it afſubjects allthoſe ſouls 
was which ir poſleſlerh, ic makesas many flaves as lovers, and reduceth 
"" them to aconcition 3 herein having no longerany will, they are not 
Maſters of their defires, they look pale,when in the preſence of thoſe 

that rhey adore, they tremble when they come neer them, and rhe 

pTatis eff quif. Sears have not iO much power over their bodies as thoſe whom they 
que qualis et love haveabſolutecommand over their ſouls: the obje& of their 
alr7,94; love? isthe cauſe of all their motions, if irbe abſent, they conſume 
genter anims AWay in defire, and languiſh in vain hopes, if it be threatened with a- 
= pits] By danger they quake for fear, if ic be ſet upon they pluck up their 
digs terra es: ra if it gofar off withour hopes of being ſoon ſeen again they 
þ:e'em amas Hall into deſpair; andif ut be loſt without hope of recovery, they 
(ET? \. 8+ g1VE themſelves over tO grief and ſorrow. Thus theſe flaves rake 
rift] an  VPonthemtheir Maſters livery, theſe Camelions change'colour as 
otras that wich they love changes condition, and betraying their 


own 
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tro obey them. | 
I know very well that lovers indevourto throw ofthis yoke, that 


they ſtrive ro free chemſclves from this Tyranny, and thar being 
weary of obe ing, they fain would command their turn abour, bur 
all they can doisto no purpole, and the unalterable laws of love, 
force them fairly ro ſubmir to thoſe ſubjects which are Maſters of 
their liberty. The ambitious man would fain be the Sovereign of 
honour, but let him do waar he can, he ſtill remains the ſlave there- 
of, and whilſt he leads 01 Troops and commands Armies, he is 
ſhamefully eaforced to obey ambuion which ryrannizethover him. 
The Avaritious man would fain be Maſter of his riches, what ever 
pleaſure herakes in keeping them, he would rake more in ſpendin 

them; bur heis as ic were bound to adorethem and ro dedicate all 
his care and watching to the Devil which doth poſſeſſe him. The 
Juſtfull man 9 wiſhech that he were his Miſtreſſes Maſter, and that he 
might preſcribe laws to that proud beauty which domineers over 
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own greatneſſe they aſſubjec themſelves to creatures which ought 


q Homines re- 
rum mortalium 


ſervi punt,dum 


him ; but his exceſſe of paſſion keeps him a ſervant ſtill, and the imperite Domi- 


nature of love forcerh him with content, to renounce his liberty, 
his ſlavery isa juſt puniſhment of his ambition, and Heavenpermits 


#} eſſe deſrde- 


rang, Aug.lib. 


de morib Ecch 
that he remain a ſlaveto the Crearue, becaulc he would have made <p.2;3. A 


himſelf Maſterthereof by unlawfull means. 

This is the cauſe why he will not acknowledge any thing to be 
amiſſe in what he loves, why he doth admire the perfecions there- 
of, and why hedoth mingle his vices and vertues together: for ro 


giveright judgment of any thing a ſuperiority is required in the - 


judgment giver. Some aCvantage muſt be had over that whoſe 
weakneſſes would be known, and lovers being ſlaves to thoſe the 

love, their blindneſſe laſts as long as doth their flavery ; by ano leſle 
neceſſary then unfortunate conſequence, they aſſume the qualities 
of that obje& which cauſeth rheirlove, they transform themſelves 
into what they love, and change nature as well as condition : but 
that which is moſt unjuſt in this change is, that theſe wretched crea- 
tures take unto-themſelvesthe worſt of the qualities of what they 
love, andcannor take the beſt; and having a capability of becom- 
ming cafily jimperte&, they can never become accompliſht : a de- 


tormed man loſeth not his deformity, though he love an —_—_— 
cauty 
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beauty an ignorant body grows not learned, though he love a Phi. 
loſopher, an ambitious man mounts nor the throne, though he 
lovea Sovereign; and coverous men grow not rich though they 
court wealth, but by a deplorable misfortune, lovers ſhare in the 
taults of that ſubject, whence they derive their love: they put on all 
the cvill qualities thereof, and having no defign to imitate ir, they 
reſembleir in loving it. Ambitious men becomeas vain as the ho- 
nour which they idolatrize; greedy men are no lefle obdurate, 
then is the metall which they adore, and thelaſcivious areas baſe as 
is the pleaſure which they ſo much cheriſh. Loyer is the mixture of 
Lovers, he mingleth their wils in joyning them rogether, he con- 
tounds their qualiries, in uniting their minds, but when he grows 
irrationall, he brings his puniſhment along with him, afid that he 
may puniſh thoſe whom he hath ingaged in an unlawfull afteQion, 
hepermits them ro communicatetheir defaults, and forbids them to 
communicate their advantages. Thus man cannor love the creatures 
unlefſeloſing the priviledges which nature hath given him, he re- 
nounce his Greatneſle, in loving his Slaves, and as the Scripture 
ſayes, he become abominable in worſhipping of Idols. 

From this juſt puniſhment another doth derive, which is not much 
Iclie rigorous ; for Divine Juſtice which cannor ler a faulr paſſe un- 
puniſh, permits that men find their puniſhment in their love, and 
thatche object which ought rocaule their good fortune, cauſe their 
rorment, tor though love buaſt ofallaying pains, and of making the 
wildeſt things that are, loving; yet doth he attribute unto him- 
lelta power which onely belongs to charity, his deeds arc not an- 
{werable to his words, and when lovers abuſed by his promiſes have 
ingaged themſelves on his fide, they find by experience, that that 
which ought ro cauſe their happpineſle, is the ortginall of their pu- 
niſhment. And that they cannot love the creature without becoming 
miſerable. There goes morecare ' ro the preſerving of riches then to 
the gerting of them, tis more painfull ro be rich; then to become 
rich; and thar metall which ſeems to be the reward of the avariti- 
ous mans labour , ls onely the increaſe and the redoubling thereof: 
he hath paſt the ſeasro find them out, he hath dug into the bowels 
of the carth to ſeek 'for them, he hath ingaged his freedome to be- 
come Makter thercof, yet is the keeping of them more vexatious, 
then the acquiring: he is more troubled in hiding them, then 1n 

hea- 


it, and that contrary toour expectation, it ſhould become our pu- 
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heaping of rhem together, and he confefſeth that riches threaten 
more miſchief to him then poverty doth, he runs more hazard in 
his own houſe then on the ſea, he tears Partners more then Pirats, 
and is not ſo terrified with Tempelſts, as with Suits at law. 

Theambitious man finaes his peniſhmentin glory and honour 
this vain Idoll which occaftoned his deſires, occaſioneth his com- 
plants, he repents Nis having courted ſoungratefulla Miſtreſſe, and "SIM 
knowing that ſhe hath nothing wherewithall to reward thoſe that CNS - 
{erve her, but wind and ſmoak, he never cſteems himſelf more un- putemm qu0d 
forti nite then when moſt honoured. Thus ic fares with whatſoever 8 1 rote 
«ſe we love, * Divine Juftice doth minglegall with honey in them, abeſſ Cs 
to wean us from them, & makes uſe of our delights,ro increaſe our 'mvenimu qui 
annoyes, the houſe which we have builr for our diverſion, wil prove Mes 
our anxiety,yea even,though it ſuic in allchings with our defire,'twil quod ſine dolore 
ceaſe to give content, when it ceaſerhto be new, we will wonder Cn oy 
that not having changedaſpe&tit ſhall have loſt what was pleaſing in - —=zgg 
niſhment; whenit ought ro be our. delight. Thoſe pictures which 
we ſend for out of the warchoules of 7taly, which we have bought 
at ſo dear arate, which we have with ſuch impatiency looked tor, 
and been ſo wellpleaſed when they came, ceale to raviſh our ſenſes 
when they are once ſcated in rhe places appropriated for them ; 
theyloſe their value together with their novelty; it muſt be the-admi 
ration of thoſe that never ſaw them that muſt make us eſteem them, 
and we muſt look upon them through other menseyes if we will va- 
lue them : they ſerve us onely to incenſe us againſt a ſervant who 
hath nor been carefull enough of them, or to make-us curſe time 
which hath eflaced their colours. _ | 

The pain whichall theſe things cauſein us , and the undervalua- 
tion we-hayeofthem, is not able to make us forbear loving chem, 
weare faſtned tothem-withour our knowledge, weloverhem, whilſt 
we think-not on it, and becauſe we forego thefurther defireof them 
when weare; oncc.poſieſt therepf, we think we ceaſe to be kin there- 
unto. An avaritious man who ſees his cofers full, who receives his 
rents duly every quarter, and who never knew what belonged to 
being bankrout, or  ugfortunate, cannot believe that he Joveth his- 


riches ſo exceſſively, the ſorrow he feels by their loſſes muſt my 
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360 Of the Corruption of 
him know the contentment he had in their poſſeſſion, he muſt judge 
of his ingagement by his grief, love is better known by privyation 
then by enjoyment, and the irregularity of affeRion is not better 
diſcerned, rhen by the abſence of the objet which did entertain it. 
- Baan © We are nottroubled with the * lofſe of what we were nor pleaſed 
—_ Lerdends withrhe poſſetfion ; we judge of the exceſſe of our love, by the like 
ſexſcrunte Liv. of our ſorrow; and weare never fo ſenſible of the love we bear to 
'-d-CaM©9* periſhable things, as by che ſorrow weeonceive for their loſle; we 
arc ſenſible of our captivicy, afcer being ſer at liberty , we conſider 
_ theweighr ofour Irons, when we are freed from them , and we 
know we were miſerable when we think ourſelves to be moſt hap- 
1c 
F To find a remedy for theſe evils, Saint* Auguſtine reacherh us 
that we muſt make uſe of the creatures without loving them, and 
we muſt be very carefull leſt whilſt werouch them with our hands, 
« gi wt ſub- they rowoye our hearts, Hewill have us ro look upon them as ſlaves 
1:0: ailize, vt which ought to obey us, not command us; he will have us to love 
reyes chem, as they arethe pictures of God, andas Lovers love their Mi- 
ſponſs, ut nane= ſtreſſes piCtures, he will have us to eſteem of them, as the favours 
- rape *e- ot our God, and that — his beaury in his images, and his 
Nonitapropeer goodneſſe inwhar repreſenterth him, we ſhould neither love the one 
ſe, ſed propter nor the otherbut meerly for his ſake. 
lum, neciffa Did I nor doubt leſt men might think me too ſevere, I would 


io, ſed | | 
need addrhar all cheſeprecautions werenor ſufficient ; and that the Son 


law, & foper of God notcontent to haye taught us that periſhable things cannot 
me mary beloved without danger, he would tefl us that they may be deſpi- 
"PW {ed withour vain glory, for although his Commandements do one- 


ly torbid us any exceſle jn the uſethereof, his counſels do permit us 
ro wean our ſelves from them ; andall chriſtian vercues are ſo ma- 
ny holy pieces of cunning which teach us how to ſer by the crea- 
y AbMtinentia TEUrcs. Faſting * incerdi&ts us the uſe of meats, it raiſeth man to the 
eſt q«-wdoqs condition of Angels, by cutting of ſuch things as are necciſary for 
opment 4 hs the preſervarion of life, it contenes it ſelf with bread and water; nay 
pria,nen abili- there have been ſome Penicentiaries and Anchoretrs, who have paſſed 
etic1antum. ſia over whole veeks without cating any thing, leſt whilſt they would 
meerdum * i= feed their natural! hear they mrghr 1 fe ir con- 
R ght increaſe the hear of their con 


K atque cone R . 
coſts obitet. cupilcence. Poverty is agenerall foregoing of all worldly things, 
thoſe 


Greg. 5+ M oral. 
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thoſe who make greateſt profeſſion thereof, live in the world as in 
1 deſart z whatſoever ſeli-love judgeth neceſſary, ſeems ufeles or 
luperfiuous to them; the arts are not troubled wich dreſſing nor 
with nouriſhing them ; chey find chat in deſarts, which we want in 
citics 3 and the bounds which they haye preſcribed ro their deſires 
renders them content, inthe midſt of want, the ſame tree may cloth 
and feed them, the leaves rhereot ferve them for coverings, and the 
fruit for nourithment. Fortune * can lay no hold upon their perſons, 
whereſocver they goethey carry all-they haye with them, and Fa- 
mine which dothdepopulate whole rtowas, cannot make the earch 


| barten enough to infuſe fear into them, they are grown acquainted 


with hunger, andcannot fearan enemy witiz whom they have ſo 
often fought. Penitency hath lee need of tne creature then pover- 
ty hath, ſhe rakes ſome pleaſure in contemning them, the rather 
loves tobe perſccuted then to be ſerved by chem, and knowing that 
this world is buta banithmenr, ſhe deſpiſech wharſoever can retard 
her return into her deer country ; ſhe incourageth penitents to fight 
againſt fin, and ſorrow, to deſtroy the Father by his Daughters 
means, and to procure Heaven by the loſſe of Earth, 

Thus all che vercues teach us that all che creatures are corrupted, 
that itis better to paſſe by them, * then to make ule of them, tharit 
is ſafer rocontemn them, then ro imploy them, and that if Philo- 
{ophy teach us the uſe of chem, Religion counſelleth us their pri- 


vation. 


TThe ſeventh Diſcourle. 


That Deluges and Earthquakes are the puniſhments 
of the Wor ld become corrupted. 


\ \ FT E muſt not wonder if Philoſophers have argued ſo weak- 


ly uponthe diſorders of nature, , their not knowing tac 
the true cauſe thereof, being by reaſon of rheir ignorance 
of Adams ſin: they were of opinion that the evill was occaſioned by 
rnecorruptionof humours, and raiſing, themſelves to no higher a 
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Nature; they thought that death was rather a law then a puniſh. 
ment: Þ andthat the two parts whereof manis compoſed were ſe. 
yercd when their chains were worn to peices through the long uſe 
of time, or broken by the violence of ſorrow : they thought thar 
the bodies rebellion was a neceſſary conſequence of jr's conſtiruticn, 
and that the ſlave being of another nature then his Maſter, it was 
not tobe wondered at if he had other inclinations ;. they were per- 
ſwaded that the revolt of wild beaſts was a meer cffe of their fu- 
ry, and that man had no reaſon to complain thereof, 'fince he 
neither wanted Force to rame them, nor Addreſle to reclaime 
them. | | 

Learning upon the ſame principle , they thought that Earth- 
quakes and Deluges were onely accidents which found [their cauſes 
innature, and which wereas ordinary to the earth, as heats and colds 
to thoſerthat are ſick, <rhey thought that the wind or fire incloſed 
in the bowels of the Mother Earth cauſed the agirations thereof ,and 
that theſe rwo Elements endevouring their liberty, didtheir urmoſt 
to break priſon, that thoſe conſtellations which rule in chief over 
waters, made the rivers ſwell, and drawing the ſea our of her bed, 
covered the carth with her waves. They prepared themſelves for 
theſe accidents, as for diſorders, which were inevitable; and not 
rroubling rhem{elves with appeaſing divine Juſtice, which chaſtiferh 
men by theſe dreadfull puniſhments they remained opinionated 
in their Errours,, Ignorance would not ſuffer them to profit by 
theſe diſorders, and not knowing that they were Puniſhments, 
= chought thac Patience and Fortitude were the onely Reme- 

CS, 

The common-people whoſe opinions were not ſo corrupted be- 
cauſerthey wereleſle proud, 4reverenced the heavens anger in her 
ſevere puniſhments, and finding no means how to obviare ſo ſtrange 
diſaſters, they ſought for ſafery in ſuperſtition, and endevoured to 
appeaſe the evill ſpirits with ſacrifice : but this new ſin augmented 
the rage of heaven, thinking roavoidit's Juſtice they provoked it's 
iadignarion, and througha blind ignorance they incenſed their So- 
vercign by tawning on their executioners. Chriſtians who are in- 
ſtrufted ina berter {Thool, confeſſe that theſe great diſorders are the 
puniſhments of {n,and that divine Juſtice made no uſe of them, 


was 
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was nothing but the hand of God alone, which cquld overthrow 


' his workmanſhip, and looſen the earth from ir's foundations, ro at- 


frighten cheguilty, Were not the winds in-animarted by his Juſtice, 
they could not ſhake thecenter ofthe world, the weight of this great 
frame would ſtop their fury, and nature which loves to preſerve her 
parts, would not permit meer exhalations to commir fuch havock 
in her ſtate, ſhe would open new paſſages to thern to allay their vio- 
lence, and preventing theſe extraordinary convulſions, ſhe would 
eitherrend open her own bowels, orelle diffolverhoſe yapours in- 
to rivers. f But God cakes delighttoagirate the world, that he may 
intimidatemen, andthat he may teach them by theſe Earch-quakes, 
thatthe carth is not ſo much their abiding place, as the place of their 
puniſhment. | 
Of all theanimadverſions which his Juſtice giverh them, there 
is none more horrid orleſle evitable rhen this: for whar aſſurance 
can we hope for here below,if the earth quake under our feer? where 
can we think to eſcape danger , if the moſt ſolid thing of all the 
world do ſhake? and if that which ſuſteins allthings threaten us wich 
ſinking under our feet? what Sanctuary ſhall we find to defend us 
from anevill which doth incompaſle us round, and whither can we 
withdraw jfthe gulfs which open themſelves ſhar up our paſſages 
onall ſides? with what horrour are men {truck when they hear the 
carch groan, when her trembling ſucceeds her complaints, when 
houſes are looſened from their foundacions, when theroof falls up- 
on theirheads, and the payement ſinks undertheir feet? what hope 
is thereto be hadin ſo generalla diſorder, and what comtorr can, be 
given or received in ſo univerſalla diſorder, when fear cannot be 
tenced by flight © 8 Fortune is never ſo crucll, bur that ſhe opens 
unto us ſome out let whereby to eſcape the evils which ſhe ſendeth 
us; an enemy is beaten from the bulwark which he had poſleſſed 
himſelf of, earth-works are oppoſed to the thundering cannon, 
winds which raiſe Tempeſts deliver us from them, and after having 
along time toſt us roo and tro, they caſt us upon the ſhore, houſes 
ſerve us forſanQuaries againſt the injuries of the air,and ſhepheards 
cottages whichare onely made of leaves and moſle fave them from 
ſtorms , Firings which are ſo hideous, follow nor them that fly from 
them, though fire be never ſo light ic becomes ſlothfull when it be- 


takes it {elf ro acombuſtible marcer, and if man will reſign his goods 
Aaa 3 unto 
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unto ir, he may ſecure his perſon. ® Thunder hurts not thoſe who 


hide themſelves in caverns, it's boult dorh onely grate upon the 
carthbur doth not penetra:e it, it 15 ſtopr with the leaſt reſiſtance, 
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{»lmina popu/ex and ſome trees haye the vertue to appeale it's fury ; whea the plague 


percuſſerunt : 
pe'tilens (lun 
exbanuin urbes, 
PD: ab/lulite 
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infe<ts wholecirties, it may be ſhan'd by going into the countrey, 
changeofair isaremedy for incurable evils, and when Phy ficians 
cannot cure a ſtubborn ſicknefle, cicherby diet or lecting blood, they 


cure it by waters orby travelling. 

Thereis no diſiſter ſo general] as doth affuil the whole world ar 
once, Thunder fiightens morethen it hurts; rheplague, whoſe mit- 
chicts are ſo great, may well difpeople towns, bur doth not throw 
down the houſes; rhoughtempeſts do ſhatter ſhips, yer ſome do cl. 
cape their tury ; bur the carth quake doth incloſe whatſoever it 0- 
verthrowerh, it opencth the cart wideas ir {wallowerh down whole 
rowns, it wageth not war with fome feiv houſes onely, bur with 
whole provinces, it leaveth nothing behind it which can inform po- 
ſteriry of it's outrages ; more inſolent then fire which ſpares rocks, 
more cruel] then the Conquerour who ſpares wals,s more greedy 
thenthe ſea which vomiteth up ſhipwracks, it ſwallowerh and de- 
voureth whatſoever it overturneth, Whatever ſtedfaſtneſle the pl:- 
ces have whercin welive, we cannot ſay they are exempt from this 
ſo dreadfull accident, whar harh befaln ſome parts of the earth, 
may befall all thereſt, choſe which never were yet agitated are not 
unmoveable, their condition is not -berter though they have bcen 
preſerved fiom this diſorder, rhey ought to apprehend ir, becauſe 
they have eſcapedit, and thoſe parts which have undergone it ought 
to tcar it the leſſe, becauſe nature hath conſumed tite forces thereof 
in ſhaking them. Selt-love doth abuſe us, if we perſivade our ſelves 
that thereare ſome parts of the world which are exempt from: this 
miſchief, they are ſubjeRt rothe ſame laws, nature cannot defend 
her workmanſhip againſt rhe juſtice of her Sovereign, * what hap- 
pens nor at one time, may happenat another, as in great cowns one 
houſe fuls after another, fo in the world -dorth earth-quakes ſuc- 
ceed, and France will one day ſuffer what Italie hath ſuffered ; the 
bravelt parts of the world have not been able to ſecure rhemſelves 
from it, taoſe which have been moſt populous and moſt abounding 
in fruic have been moſt ſubje thereunro, and Aſia whoſe beauty 
may make Europe jealous, hath often been the Theater of famous 

_ Earth- 
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Earth-quakCs z the loſt twelve towns in one day, 4chaia and Ma- 
«dopia have been ſenſible of this diſorder, and the moſt delightful! 
arts of 7talie have ſeen their wals thrown down and their houſes 

Fyallowed upamidlt their greateſt felicity. ! Deſtiny ſeems to make /Erevifurum, 
rhecircuit ofrhe world, it {cts upon thoſe parts which ir hath a long I 
time {pare<,and ceacherhall ſorts of people that no force car. reſiſt Md 
'« fary. The Sea is ſubjeRtroic's Empire, and Marriners confeſſe Fn Jan '00- 
chacthoſe ſtorms are moſt dangerous, winch are occaſioned by grey 
earth-quakes z the Ocean is aſtoniſhed when the element which uae eſe & in- 
{erves it for i:'s baſis will forego ir, it grows incenled and breaks it's —_ 
bhaunds whenthe earth finks under 1:'$warers ; and goes to ſeck out _— 
anorherbed, whenthar which nature nata given it appears willing 

to beir's Sepulchre. » 

In fine, this misfortune is common to all kingdomes, ” fince man 2 Nevo quid- 
becamecriminall, all parts of the earth are become moveable, the one. 
partsthereot do di unite themlelves, lince the diviſion of the bo- - 1 09y 
dy from the ſoul, and ſtedtaltneſſe mult nolo1gerbe looked for in 19*7 © perde- 
the world, ſince innacency is baniſhed thence by injuſtice. This MR 
diforderisthe puniſhment of our {ia; and reifoa together with faith 
doth ſufficiently perſivade us that rhe uaiverle would never have 
beenagitared with thele furious accidents Curing the eſtite of ori- 
ojnall rightcouſneſſe. Wherefore ſhould Gods anger, have armed 
theelements againſt his fairhfull ſubjects? wherecore ſhould ic have 
overthrown allhis worksto deſtroy innocent men, why ſhoald it 
haveoverivhelm'd the inhabirancs of tic earch with tae ruines there- 
of,if they had not been l{tatull- why ſhould it have buried thoſe 
inthe bowels of thecarth, who were not todie? » Let us then con- Cm _ 
clude that Earth-quakes. are the effects of {inne, and ler us alſo a Sho-deons 
make it appear that Deluges are allo che juſt Rewards there va#<: ug: 


of, 
Weare bound by the holy Scripture to believe that that dread- 


{ll diſorder was nat ſo much the effect of Nature as of Divine Ju- ..._ 
o Fins wmyer. 


 ſtice, thatit was to puniſh mans infolency that rhe floads forſook /, carau venit 


their channels, 2nd that the world would never have been drowned coramme, ve- 
had ir not beeninfected wich mans fin. © Nature could not have fur- pletaeft trra 
niſhed waters enough tocover the mountains had not Gods anger _—_ = 
imprinted in her a new fertility, ſhe could not have wrought ſopow- & 4iperdem 


erfully rowards her own ruine, unlefſe he whofe motions make her 0m" She ” 
incl” 


— 


ne 


i 
l 


OT” OI 


”*- Py 
Sn EG FR 
oC cadiihs Ae IF ects + 


_ ee al en oatn _ 26 2 


_ : A 


p Voluntas Det 
cauſa miraculs- 
1am omnun , 
que wvelob ej 
goriams , vel 
0p PECCALOT WIN 
ultionem fiunt. 


366 Of the Corruption of 


inclinations encourage her againſt her ſelf, allthe Seas pur toge- 
ther could not have covered the face of the whole world, though 
their banks ſhould have -been broken down, and that they ſhould 
have been ſer at Liberty by the hand which holds them in, they 
would not have had waves enough to have overflowed all the earth: 
if thoſe rains which made the waters ſwell came not from our the 
boſome ofthe clouds,a Sovereign power formed the vapours which _ 
did produce them. The ſame ? Jultice which ſhall burn the world, 
did drown it, and ler Philoſophers ſay what they liſt, char prodigi- 
ous accident was nota meer effect of nature, Nature ts not power- 
full enough rodeſtroy what ſhe hath not made; that hand onel 
by which ſhe is guidedcan diſorder her, thoſe great diſorders whic 
draw along with them her generall ruine could have no other cauſe 
bur the will of God. 

Philoſophy hath not been able to find our a caulc for it, ſhe ſpeaks 
of the deluge as of a fable, and hath rather choſen to give all anti- 
quity the lyethento betray her own ratiocination. To ſay truth, 
he that knows not (in cannot comprehend this diſorder of nature, 
ro the belief thereof, a preſuppolition is requiſitethat man is guilty, 
that Godis angry with him, and thathe will make uſe of his abſo- 
lute power topuniſh him. All other reaſon istoo weak to prove {o 
ſtrange an accident : though the world ſubfiſt by change, and thar 


the elements whereof ifis compoſed are onely preſerved by their 


oppoſing one another, yet do not their combats tend ro the ruine 
of nature: the peace of the Uniyerſe is entertained by their diviſions, 


they facrificerhemſelves for the publique good, and violate their 
particular inclinations to preyenta general! diſorder. Fire deſcends 


to aſſiſt nature, when ſhe is ſet upon z water mounts aloft-ro ſupply 
theplace of vacuum which is the common enemy to all elements, 


* thecarth opens her bowels and looſens her {elf from her foundati- 
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ons to ſ{uppreſle the diforders which fin hath cauſed in the world , 
bur it is not to be comprehended how all the parts. of the world 
ſhould confpire natures ruine, nor by what ſecrec veins the ſea could 
iflue torth ſb much waterascould drown her: the ſea even when 
incenſed uferh violence upon her ſelfnot rooverflow the carth ; 4 it 
remembers whart order it reccived from God in the beginning, it u- 
ſerh violence upon it ſelf, init's greateſt ſtorms, not to out-paſle it's 
bounds it takes nothing in one place which it repayes not in another, 

| it 


Nature by Sinne. 267 
it reſtores to Swethland, what it hath taken from Holland, and 
foregoes our coaſts when it intrencherh upon our neighbours : it the 
ebbing & flowing thereof be ſometimes irregular, they never move 
ro ſuch a height as rothreaten the whole world, it's inroads are ra- 
ther for paſtimechen miſchief, and thould ir have tane thar liberty 
in the ſtate of innocency, man, who very well knew the nature 
thereof, would neither have been ſurpriſed nor aſtoniſhed there- 


at. 
Bur ifir now ſpread itſelf over the fields, if ir cover the higheſt 


ſteeples with it's waves, if ic turn lous towns into lakes or 
onds, if it bcarit's Empire beyond it's bounds, and ifbreaking the 
anks which are made to oppole ir's fury, it threaten us again with 
an univerfall Deluge, ir follows rather the motions of Divine Juſtice 
then it's own, andrhis prodigie is rather an effet of Gods anger, 
then of Nature. 

Thus ought we to argue of that generall inundation which de- 
ftroyedthe whole world, cwo thouſand years after it was firſt made, 
the cauſe came from heaven, the decree was pronounced by Gods 
own mouth, theexecution thereof was given tothe cvil ſpirits, 8& the 
Elementsreccived a new commiſhon to obcy their new order. The 
earth furniſht parc ofthe vapours which were * to drown her , the 
yapoursdiſtil'd down in rain, rivers being ſwoln with ſuch fall of 
rain, broke their banks, the ſea not able ro contain ſo many flouds, 
forewent its bounds; Towns werechanged into ponds, their ſtreets 
were turned intorivolets, their inhabitants quirred their houſes, the 
wals whereof wereunderminedby waters ; andequally fearing two 
contrary evils, they know not whether they were to periſh by the 
fall, or by the drowning of their houſes; Torrents were ſeen every 
where, whichcharged wich booty did at the ſame time carry down 
the ſcilings of palaces, and trees out of gardens , all rivers loſt their 
names and channel, the Rhine was confounded with Rome , Eu- 
phrates and Ganges\were mingled together, all thoſe greac rivers 
which had won fame by reaſon of the towns which they watered, 
found their loſlein their greatneſle, and ruined themſelves that the 
might ruine the whole world ; the u_ mountains made If{lands 
in this waſt Ocean, which being by lictle and lircle quice cffaced, 
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left the wortd ar laſt drowned in waters: there was then bur one onely {7.72 
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Element ſcen . Whole Nature became a Sea, in the which the 


winds guided a vefſell which carried in it the worlds onely hope, 
and which preſerved cighr people amidſt this deluge which were to 
re-pcople the world. 

Ic is very likely thar ſogreata ſpoil was not made without Thun- 


der, and that to make this puniſhment the more dreadtull, che Sun 
Id his face, that the day gave place to night, that the world was co- 


vercd with darknefle, and the Lighteniag was the torches which did 
arrend the funcrall pomp, whilſt any mountains were yet uncovered 
with witer, the remainders of man-kind were fixed there; in this 
extremity nocomfort but aſtoniſhment remained, fear was changed 
into ſtupidity, and the wonder which they conceived at chis ſo hi- 
dcousan accident did ſo poſleſſe their ſpirits, as they ſaw the ſea 
without fcar, had not feeling of the miſchief, and perithed withour 


complaining. Who will not confteflſe rthar fo ſtrange an accident, 


could be no naturall effe&t? who will nor judge, by the greatnefle 
thereof, that ir was a miracle of divine Juſtice? who will not con- 
fcile that theſe disorders which rend to the ruine of man-kind, are 
the puniſhments of ſin? and that nature would never have concei- 
ved ſomuch indignation, againſt her own children, had ſhe nor be- 
lieved torevenge their father by cheir death, and tÞ repair his honour 
by their puniſhment, 


The eighth Diſcourſe. 


That Thunder, Plagues and Tempe5s are the ef- 
fets of Sinne, : 


Hen I conſider the worlds condition ſince fin, me thinks 

\/ \ I ſecacombat berween ſelt-love and divine Juſtice, and 
that theſerwo parties do with equall courage endevour 

ro win the victory. Divine Juſtice diſorders the ſeaſons to puniſh 
Gnfull man, altereth thenature of the elements , robs the carth of 
flowers, and covers it over with thorns; makes the winters longer, 
and Summers ſhorter, and mingling the ſaddeſt of our ſeaſons with 
all che other, makes lnow be cen in the ſpring, and thick _ in 
U- 
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Autumn,arms ſavage beaſts with'new fury, &draws them ouroftheir' 

forreſts to ſer on ſinners in towns; deſtroyes her own workmanſhip, 

ruines the beauties of the world to rake revenge of the Lord thereof, 

and raiſerh upas many enemies againſt hun fince his fin; as he had” a 4mor (uide- 

Subjce&s during his innocencyziSelf-lovesimploysallic's induſtryto /#cizrun cams 

r0 repair theſe diſoxders, and by:-rricks which ſeerns ro augment it's cot "ona 

ſin, withſtands all thedeſigns. of. Divine. Juſtice 5/ ir cultivares the thor ef. * 

carth, and by it's labour makes her fruirfull, ir ingrafrs roſes. upon 

thorns, and indevoursto make theplace of ir's cxile aſtarely palace, 

it hath had ſuchgood ſucceſſein it's enterprizes, as the finfull world 

comes not far thort of the world when innucent sdid our firſt father 

live again, and partake of our contentments, he would not {o much 

lament the lofle of the carthly paradiſe, bur blaming the tears which 

his baniſhmeat drew from him, he would paſſe. his'cime merrily a- 

way with his children, in {o-pleafing an aboder In effeR, all things 

are refined by time, ſolitary places arc inhabired, forreſts which in- 

fuſed horrour into thoſe who ſaw them, furnith hunters with pa- 

ſtime, the barren ſands arc ſowed upon, vines are planted upon rocks, ' 

Marith grounds are dried, that they may * be plough'd up, and pro- b Sylua arve 

vincesare now fuller of palaces, then formerly, they were of cotra- mann {> 

. . peccore fur 

ges ; Iflands are no longer un-inhabited, and thoſe famous rocks yam, are- 

which madethe Pylors cremble, now bear high "Towers tor Land-'*e ſeruntnr, 

marks unto them, and Towns to receive them : all the'parcs of the _—_— 

world are peopled, nor are there any deſarrs which have: not ſome 'quaneur, taxte 

Inhabicancs and houſes. urbes quante 
But let ſelt-loye uſe all the! cunning that it can, there are ſome rods, Aye 

miſchiefts which weecannot ſhua;and there are-ſome diſorders in 5aſule borren: 

the world which will oblige-us! ra confefle, that the - wiſedome of 7 /c9pub tore 

man cannot Cefcnd it ſelf againſt Gods. anger, Thunder is of this pub wel 

ſort, and one muſt have loſt his-reaſon, nor to fear a cauſe which populus, abique 

produceth ſuch ſtrange effes, All Poets havearmed the hands of 4 ,-0or da 

God therewithall, and nature which is-the: Miſtrefle ©. of -Infidels, « | bx pe 

hath taughtrhem, that he makes /uſe: thereof» tro-puniſh offenders: tit erdous ar- 

rhe lightenings which fore-run it, the noyſe which doth accompany 7/9» mirne 


it, and the promes which fallow afcerare undeniable proofs of this vibrarayue fu'- 


truth. Let Philolaphy defend herſelfagainſtirby her: vain reaſons, mint jetter.O- 
let her,oppoſe hexpyde rogur fear, ks fiex-deſtroy 'religion by- her VM 
liberrigilme, ſhe cannot keep reaſonablemen from redoubting thun- 
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Thunder, and from confefling by the fear which ſtezerhthem, rhat 
without the reading of Geneſes they know the whole ſtory of our 
miſ-fortune. To fay truth, who would nor fear a puniſhment againſt 
which Nature affords no semedy © who will not dread a diſaſter 
which ſets upon Princes in their Palaces, and upon Conquerours a- 
muditrher | ? rhe ſtatelineſſe thereof is able to frighten even 
Philoſophers, * and chough hey lay this be nor che greateſt danger, 
though the moſt ſpecious, yer they look pale whenthe Thunderroars 
over their heads, and that the Ecchoes which anſwer ro the voice 
thereof makes theground quake under their feer. Then their con- 
ſtancy forſakes them, and nature which forceththem co ſpeak truth, 
makes them make vows, and repent them of their inſolence. The 
haughricſt of allthe Szoicks hath been inforc'e raconfeſle, thar there 
was ſorwhar of divine in Thunder, that it was not the meer work- 
manſhip of nature, and chat che fAlames and water whereof it is 
compoſed made bur the leaſt part of it's power. < Itistruth, thar 
pride hath made him ſpeak another language, and that after having 
with reaſonadmixed Thunder, he hathrthe impudency to laugh ar 
it 3 hebclievcd that fince the claps thereof were nor certain, they 
were not darted out from a divine hand, and thar finccit ſpared the 
guilty, and ſtruck the innocent, it was guided by fortune, not by 
providence: Then deſtroying religion under a pretence of eſtabliſhing 
it, * he adds that Policitians had wiſely handled this accident, ro keep 
people within their dutics, that it wasrequiſite, that where the faul- 
ty take ſo ou a freedom, there ſhould be an inevirable puniſhment, 
and againſt which the power of Kings ſhould be of no uſe , that ro 
intimidate men who could not beperſwaded to innocency, but b 
fear, ir behooved to place a revengefull handover their heads whic 
ſhould always be atmed with Thunder, | 

Bur letthis proud Cas revy, Fray he pleaſe, all men will nor 
alrer their belicfe upon ſo weak reaſons. 5 Thunder cannortbe miſta- 
ken when ix falls upan the ground, it is not neceſſary that he who 
darteth ir forth thould mcafure. his ſtrokes ; ſince whoſgever he 
hits, is ſinfull. | 

The Decree of our death is pronounced before we arcborn, ic 
lictle imports whether the'execution: thereof be left to rhunder or 
deluge, aud whether the fea or rhe earth ſerve asa'Minifter th Gods 
Juſtice : if; he ſpares finners in this world, 'ris thirr he miy puniſh 

them 
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themthe more ſcyerely in the other world ; if he 'ſhew fayour unto 
ſinners, 'ris cicher ro recompence theix, good decds, or the good 
deeds of their Anceſtors, and if he puniſh the innocent, *cis cither 
roexercife their patience,orto increaſe their merit. * Bur certainly | 
of all the puniſhmenes which he makes uſe of to make himſelfe be Þ £9 iter 
feared, there is none more ſtrange then Thunder, the effects there- | cokagcach 
of are miraculous, ir plays ſo many ſeverall ways, as it is cafily ſeen 7 , mazenca 
that he who'guides it is Natures Maſter; it melts the naoney of mr rRgrarny 
the avaritious withoue breaking the coter wherein it is lockr ; it viola frrs | 
breaks the ſword: without hurting the Scabbard whereia it is; it <2 pils /e: + 
meltsthe iron ends of Pikes without burning the wood whereinto {11,55 
they are ingraffed; ic conſumes the Cask& without ſhedding the d« detio vinen 
wine; but whatis yet moſt miraculous, it kilsa child inthe mothers S*n<<- « 
belly wichour Hurting the mother, and of aliving cradle, makes her -———j 6 
an animated Sepulchre. Is it not eafie ro judge by. all theſe 

that ſo prodigious a cauſe would have been uſeleffe, in the ſtare 


Innocency *? for what need was there ro governthem by fear, who 


\ ſuffered themſelves robe charmed by love *. why ſhould the Thun- 


der haveraared over the heads of the innocent? wherefore ſhould 

God have armed himſelf, not having as yerany enemics ? and to 

what cnd ſhould he have ventcd his fury upon the we of moun- 

tains, fince if he puniſh inſenſtble creatures, 'ris ro aſtoniſh thoſe 

who arerationall * In this fort of puniſhment there is alſo obſerved 

a certain malignity , ' which wienefſech thatir is the work of God 4, i net fulmini 
for it corrupts whar ever it roucherh, it _— evill qualities in 7*/*ifere- 
the bodychatitburneth, and wine whichis the beſt Anticore, rurns "Tee 
co poiſon, if itbe ſtruck with Thunder, it leaves an ill odour, where 

erc it goes, andit cannotbe a meer effec of nature, ſince ir deftroys 


- all the works thereof. 


We areboundto be of the ſamebelicfe rouching the plague, and & 0zeroþ/umu: 
to confeſſe tharthis fad ficknefſe which hach ſo often unpeopled the P*% vir no: 
world, hath noorher father then fin. * Tertmwlien who isas full of nun, re 
mad whimfics, asof crrours, thought, that the eplague was 4 pro- veralueses fo- 
videnceof nature, which xo caſe the catch which was notable ro 7Pe meds 
ſupporr her children, bereft her of ſome of chem; and that like jim mai” . 
thaſe Gardiners who uſe to prune ſuch Trees as bear more fruit #plyrenys ge. 
thenthey cannouriſh, ſheleſfens the number of Men, and reducerh  orrHRN 
them to a condition of not being burthenſome 10: theit common «;,.;. 

: Bb b 2 mother. 
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Mother. Though I confeſſethar divine mercy doth ofc-times curn 
our puniſhments into favours, and thar it may aſwell turn the plague 
eoa remedy, as death toafſacrifice, yer I look upon it as one of the 
ſtrangeft Puniſhments ordained by divine juſtige to puniſh men 
withall, | 

I muſt in reaſon confeſle that ic isa generall corruption of nature, 
that it aſſails all the parts thereof, and that i difperſerh, venom into. 
all the elements tocauſe death. ro rhe finfull, it infeteth the air 
which wedraw in with our breath, ic gets into our bowels with rhe 
mcat which weeat, it makesthe carth barren by it's bad influences. 
and paſſing from men to beaſts, commits as much havock in the 
ficldsas in towns: this malady ſurpaſſech the Phyſicians skill , iv 
laughs ar all antidotes, it is not to be ſhun'd bur by flight, and ir is 
ſometimes ſo univerſallas men meer witii it inthe _- places which 
they. have choſen for their Sanctuary. Wee bearthe ſced thereof a- 
long with us, whichit intime hatches forth, and ſhews it ſelfas fire 
doth when we thinkir is extinguiſhr, | | 

Itis themoſt perverſc and leaſt reſpeRful puniſhment of all thoſe 
that befall ſinfull man, for wavy _, ome remedies, it turns anti- 
dotes into venome, and when 1t dothreignablolately any where, ir 
is fed with whatſoever is giventoallay it, itaſſails Monarchs amidft 
their armies, the Lawrels which fence their heads from Thunder, 
cannot keep them from the- contagion thereof, and that Sanity 
which receives reſpe& from other diſeaſes cannor ſtopir's progreſle. 
Themoſt Auguſt and holieſt of all our Kings died of rhis diſeaſe-iry 
Africa, his valour and his piety which had trecd him out of priſon, 
could not deliver him from his fickneffe, bur after having trinmphed 
over vice and infidelity, a period was-put to all his conqueſts. by a 
contagious death. 

The holieſt of all che Kings of Fudeh, knowing that heaven was of- 
tended arhim , &rthat the anger thereof was nor to beappeaſed bur 
by a generalſarisfa&tion, coſe the plague before cith&@war,or famiti, 
out of a belicfe thar this ſcourge might aſwell light: on him as/0n 
the meancſt of his ſubjects. Ineffe&,ur ſpares no man, neither yourh 
nor age can allay the rigour,; nor ſtop the progreſle thereot, ir mows 
down more {ouldiersthen war doth, it curs off more Commanders 
rhen the {word, it boaſts of ending the diffetences between; Kings, 
and oof making them make peace by taking fromthem the means of 

ma- 
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making war. There have been:ſome focontagious plagues, as have 
diſpcopled che greateſt part of che world; the ſeas did nor ſtop their 
Conquefts,and this vaſt element which ſerves for a ſtop to the 
ambition ot Conquerours, could not diffipatethe fury thereof ; the 
winds ſervedthem forpoſt-horſes, and they croſt the ſeas ro carry 
infeion into theutmolt parts of the world without either oares or 
fails: the number of the dead was ſogrear asthe 'carth was nor a- 
blerocoverthem , nor yet the forreſts to bury them, Phyſicians 
died rogether with the ſick ; Children dropt down after their fa- 
thers, and loſt their lives in doing them their laſt duties. A man 
necd onely to conſider the horrour of rhis. malady ro acknowledge 
that it is oneof phe puniſhments of {in: during thertime of innocence, 
the air was not corrupted, the carth brought forth no fruirs which 
could breed bad humours, death did notreign where there was no 
guilty perſons: Heaven,which breeds contagion byit's morcallinflu- 
ences , did not puniſh thoſe which it had nor __— m condem- 
ned ; our fins muſt haveprovoked- it ro havemadeir our enemy, 
we muſt have loſt our innocency ro.incurre the dil-favour thereof, 
and fin muſt have wounded our ſoul, befote the plaguehad ſeizedon 
our bodies, | 

One may ſay that the ſame thing whichcan ſech contagion on the 
land, cauſerhtempeſtsar ſea, that ir conſpires rogecher with ſin to: 
undo man, that it unpeoples the earth tv people hell, and rhiat*tr 
holds Intelligencewiththe winds coftnk ſhips. Some Philoſophers 
havebeen of opinion that the ſea did nor belong to the Empire of 
man, that this clemenr was reſerved tor fiſhes, as the air for birds, 
that it wasan uſurpation to ſail thereon, to cur through the waves 
thereof to:diſcoverit'schampians,andto penerrate the depths thejc- 
of; that Nature which puniſhech all injuſtice had raiſed up ſtorms, 
and formed rocks to revenge his Tyranny ; but certainly-reaſon 
binds us tobelieve that there was nothing in-the world which was 
not put underthe powerof man, that his authortiy had- no other 
boundsthen thoſe of Nature, and thar God who had placed him in 
the world to-admire his works, had lefe ro him aſwell che diſpoſall 
of ® the ſea, as oftheland : but whenthrough rebellion he became 
enilry of high treaſon, his Empire was divided, lus ſubjects contem- 
ned his power, and every part of his cſtare brought forch Monſters 


to deſtroy him. The ſeais ſo fruirfull herain asthe moſt oſher pro- 
ductions 
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374. Of the Corruption 'of 
ductions are monſtruous, every fiſh is an enemy to man, they are 
a0tto be tamed by art, and violence bereaves them rather of their 
life then of cheir fury, It ſeems har being by divine Juſtice imploy- 
cdagainſt men in the deluge, they retain yer ſome remembrance 'of 
that firſt imployment, and that they think to revenge God as oft as 
they puniſh us: they by their ſtrength overturn great ſhips, they 
leapinto leſler veſſcls ro aflail us, they make ſtorms in the midſt of 
calms, & being living rocks do oft-rimes cauſe the skilfulleſt Marri. 
ners run ſhipwrack. | 


This great danger is accompanied bythe likeot Tempeſts, which 


ſcem to enrage the Sea onely that ſhe may drown the Land, or bury 


mankind in her waves. This diforder is good for nothing but to un- 


do us, prophane Philoſophy findes noother cauſe forit; the more ' 


ir conſiders the ſtrange cffeas thereof, the more is it obliged to a- 
dore Gods Juſtice, and ro condemne mansfin. * The winde puri- 
fies theaire, and diſperſeth the clouds, the rain waters the carth, 
and vapours whichare the originall of Aire makethe fields fruirtull, 
fire doth nor much conſume the wealth of nature, ir betakes it ſelfe 
ro buildings, and puniſherh our vanity in deſtroying our workman- 
ſhip. The plague ic ſelfe which violating all the Laws of Nature, 

wCeeps away the Son together with the Father, and buriesin the 
ame gravethe Phyſician and the Patient, doth oft-rtimes by the ha- 
vock which it makes,prevent the cruelty of war,and kils men to hin- 
derthem from commitring parricide; for when ir ſecs the carth groan 
underneath the burthen of her children, that ſhecan fholonger nou- 
riſhchoſe which ſhe hath brought forth, char rhe ſcarcity of viduals 
makes peopletake up armes, and prepare for war to freethemſclyves 


. from famine; ic difpeoples Towns, dif-burthens the fields, andbe- 


rcaves men of their lives, only to preſerve their innocence; but 
Tempelts areonly fir to puniſh cither our avarice, orourambicion; 
the Seas rage is only uſctull ro make us know our offences, the dceps 
which open theraſelves bznearh ſhips , the mountains of warer 
which raiſe thamſelves abovetheSailes, the lgbrnings which min- 
ple themſelves amongſt the waves, and threaten us at the ſame rime 

oth which being drown'd and burnt, are formed by the band of 


Nature only to make us die wich more of pomp, and more of 


horrour. | TER Be bicion 
And certainly ir was very juſt, that the Thenterof our _ . ion 
| | 1n0 
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ſhould bethelikeof our puniſhment; ? that the windes which we p Pirate p1i- 
make flaves to our avarice, ſhould become the Miniſters of Gods "*” <1: 


anger, that thoſe Spirits which pur life into our ſhips, ſhould in- 


animate ſtorms, and thatthcy which 611 our Sailes ſhould make our 7 & hyberne 


inſo 


de ligges giveagainſtthe rocks; torit multbeconfeſt, we are more 
ent in our abuſing thisElement,thenthe reſtz8 thar we do more 7itic cogir.Plin, 


unjuſtly imploy the windes then all other things inthe world, Na- 1ib-2.cap.47- 


ture hath produced them for our ſervice : they are of uſe ro us even 
we cannot ſufficient- +, ar ara 


ly praiſe providence which hath drawn them our of her Treaſures to -_ __ ara 


q1', and rrou- 


in rebellion whereinto fin hath thrown us, a 


fit chem to our needs ; they purge the aire by fanni 


q Yeti uti. 


imbres terr is 


ble the repoſe thereof, onely to preſerve — ey gather va- ſubminiftre- 
th 


pours together and then ſcatter them abr 


. toadorn her with flowers, 
7- razncommerce a.aonglt nations, they make that common ro t 
whole world, which nature had appr 


ey ſeparate rain by 
dividing che clouds, and if they hidethe heavens fromrhe earth, 'tis 

ade enrich her with fruirz they enter- mods adducunt 
he «hes, modo di- 
opriared to ſome one province, 
they help us to go round the world, and husbandedby our dexteri- 
'y they * diſcover unto us all che beauties thereof, without their aſ- 

1 


rent, iidemque 
nimios compeſe 
cerext. Nam 


ducunt', ut per 
totum orbem 
Pluvie dividi 
poſſmnt. Sencce 
Narural.quzſt. 


ſtance we could not know the cuſtomes of Forraigners, we ſhould 1;.;.cap.18. 
be ignorant of what is done underneath our feer, andthe Antipodes =-/entus omni- 


would paſle fora fable, had nor rtheſe faithfull guides brought our 
Pylotsthither, 


This good turn would be raredid not mans: fury abuſe it ; but 
we make them ſerve ourayarice or our ambirion, by their means we 
ſeek out new dangers and new enemies, we load our ſhips with ſoul- 
diersto pillage ſtrange countries, we commit our lite ro the infideli- 
ty of the ſea, and thelighineſſe of che wind, we indevour to over- 
come tempeſts which aſtoniſh nature, we run 'upon death withour 
hope ofa grave, and we ſeck oura doubrtull * warupon ſuch condi- 
tions as would ſcem unjuſt go thoſe who would undertake an aſſured 
victory: what blind madneſſe doth poſſeſſe us? wherefore do we 
raiſe rroops to carry them through rocks and rempeſts? wherefore 
do wetrouble the Seas quier, far our —_ are there not 
hazards enough on the earth, bur that we mult ſeek for-new ones in 
another Element 2 whether dowe complain of Fortunes favours, 
or of natures. goodnefle* is the former too fairhfull, orthe latrer roo 
indulgent? arc our bodies ſo Rrong, or our health fo certain; that 

we 
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we mult go ſeek for ſickneſſes, and dangers amongſt the waves 2 do 


ave deſire co aflaile the deſtinies in the midſt of cheir Empire 2 ro 


declare war againſt them, then where their power doth moſt eyi- 
dently appear ? is nor death terrible enough on L1nd, bu: thar we 
muſt provoke ir on the Se? ſhall we not findeit ſoon enoaghin x 
houſe, withour ſceking for ir in a ſhip? * and is not our lite ſhore 
enough bur that we muſt make it yer ſhorcer by theaccidenrs which 
are ſubje& ro rhoſe who faile upon the Ocean ? muſt nor a man 
haveloſt his reaſon ro expole himſelte voluntarily to dangers unne- 
ceſfitared 2 ro fight wich men without any cauſe, andconquer C2u1n- 
tries withour juſtice £ wilde beaſts war nor one upananocher untill 


enforced by hunger, or provoked by injuries z and we who take our 


name from humaniry, are profuſe in ſhedding of humane bloud , we 
come aboard frail veſſels, wetruſt our ſatery tothe fury of Tempeſts, 
and wiſh tor fair windes to carry us into forreign Countries, where 
we muſt cither be cauſe of death, or dic our ſclves. 
Wethink not any one part of the world a Theater large enough 
for ourambirion. Every one will have his madnefſemaniteſt, and 
that it haveasmany witneſſes as it harh made men miſerable. Thus 
the King of Peri entered Greece which he could not overcome, 
though hecoveredit all over with Souldiers. ® Thus would Alex- 
ander paſſe over unknown ſeas, carry his forces to the utmoſt parts of 
the carth, and after he had overcome ſo many Kings, vanquiſh Na- 
ture\her ſelfe: * Thus did Craſſus ſtrive to enrich himſelfe ar the 
colt of the Parthians, and would enter the large defarrs which bor- 
der upon their State z he deſpiſed the Tribunes who oppoſed his 
voyage, he laughed at the Tempeſts which ſhattered ſome of his 
ſhips : the Thunders which forc-told-his.bad ſucteſſe- could not 
ſtay him, and norwithſtanding that bath God and man wereoffen- 
ded wich him, he would go whether his avarice called him, and 
ſeek our the death which deſtiny. had prepared for him. , Had not 
Nature been more favourable unto us, if ſhe: had cauſed the windes 
to ceale, andif to hinder che execution of ſo many unjuſt .defigns, 
the had forced all Conquerours to keep peacefully within their own 
dominions? ſhould not we be much bcholden to her, if org,” 
us to enter on the ſea, we ſhould have nothing bur our -own mit- 
torcunes to fear and undergo? and if the- winds; made-ys nor' dread 
thoſe unknown waves, which bring war, ſervitude, ———- the 
| oun- 
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Countries whereon they coaſt? weare not the more ſecure for the 
ciltance of places, there is no enemy how faroff ſo ever he be, wio 
may not ſurprize us, as ofc as the windsbloiy we have caule to fear 
leſt they bring eitherenemtes or Tyrants upon us. The Teinpeſts 
which they raiſearethe leaſt evils which they threaten us withall , 
Shipwracks wich fear makes appcar fo terrible unto us, are bur 
thefirſt tryals, they expoſe us ro thole dangers when they carry us 
tro war, and the evill waich wait for us on the ſhores whither they 
conduct us, aremore vcxatious thenthoſe which afſail us at full ſea, 
Thus are all things inthe world armed againſt us. Every Element 
isbecomean execurioner, {1ace we are become malefactours; Na- 
rureis plentifull in punithments, and all the pieces whereot ſhe is 
compoſed, are ſo many faithfull Miniſters, which ſerve God, in ta- 
king revenge upon his rebels, | 
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'The ninth Diſcourſe. 


That Moniters and Poyſons are the workmanſhip 
of Sinne. 


Ivine Providence knows ſo well how to husband the de- 
fects of creatures, a5 moſt men take them for perfections, and 
we garher ſuch advantage from our misfortunes by it's gui- 
dance, as we thould be unforcunate, if we had not been fo. Death, 
which is ſins ſevereſt puniſhment, is ſo precious in it's hancs, as it 
ſeemerh rather a favour then diſpleaſure, and a reward then a cha- 
ſtizement. Sickneſles are cauſe of ſo much good unto us by bereaving 
us of our health, as it were ro be wiſhed that moit men thould fall 
ſick, and that pain might make chem out of love with their bodies, 
to make them be the like with the earth: che injuries of the Elemenss 
are of {uch uſe to the faichfull, as chey ought rather io be praiſed, 
then complained of by them; when they with parience ſuffer all 
thepains which fin hath occationcd, they may make a happy uſe 
thereof to deſtroy * ſin, and a {weet ſmelling Sacrifice to Gods 
Juſtice. 26 
Hence it is that Philolopaers who know what advanrage wedraw 
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haye had Monſters to proclaim them, and the Births of the one and 
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from our miſ-fortunes, perſivade themſelves that Nature is nor cor- 
rupted, and account her diſorders advantages; they term death a 
law more neceſſary then rigorous; they call ſickneſlethe ſouls ſalve, 


the tryall of vertue, and the exerciſe of patience, they call poverty 
2diſ-ingagement from uſeleſle things, a nearercur to vertue, a help 


roargue with more freedom, they term the perſecution of the Ele- 


ments an innocent war which cauſeth the worlds peace, a hatred 
whichconduceth to a perfe& friendſhip, or an excellent picture of 


muſick, whoſe harmony is compoſed ot the differences of voices, 


and contrariety of tones. | 
By the ſame reaſon they juſtifie the diſorders of nature, and call 


Monſters irregularities which heighten her other works ; they plead 
in the behalf of poyſans, and makethem paſſe for remedies, whoſe 
uſe weare yer ignorant of, In effe&t, Monſters ſeem to ſerve for or- 


nament totize world, ® that they contribute tothe beauty thereof, 


that they conſticute that admirable variety wherein conſiſts honeſt 


mens moſt innocent dclight, that they are in the world what ſha- 
 dows are in Pictures; an 


thatnot toexcuſethem they are handſome 
faults, and pleaſing debaucheries. This wiſe Mother hath her ſerj- 
ous buſincſles, and her ſerious diverſions ; ſhe ſports her ſelf after 
having labourcd, andto recreate her ſelf after the pains which thoſe 
wonders have occaſioned her which ſhe hath continued fince the be- 
ginning of the world , ſhe goes aſtray tor ſports ſake, and for her 
paſtime commits faults, yea her diſorders are oft-timcs uſefull to us; 
the producerh Monſters to fore-ſhew things ro come, and goes out 
of her ordinary courſeto advertize us of Godsanger. Thus we may 
oblervethat in all ages, thebirth of Monſters have been followed 
with tome diſaſters, and the worlds irregularity hath « preſaged 


the like in kingdomes, All the predictions of Pagans were grounded 


upon thele prodigies ; they ſtudied the guidance of Empires in that 
ot nature, and judged of the ones diſorder by the others debauche- 
ries, When Ceſar and Pompey fought'in the Pharſalian fields, and 
that che Kowane Common wealrh,was upon the point of being chan- 
geainto a Monarchie, beaſts werethe interpretors of nature, the E- 
lements violated their Gualities, it rained bloud, and a generall con- 
tuſton did forctell the alteration of that ſtate. As famous Princes 
have had new conſtellations which have diſcovered them, Tyrants 
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of the other have had theſe Fortunare or Unfortunate Predicii- 
ons. 

Poyſons are not ſo miſchievous but that ſome good uſe may be 
made of them when they are prepared by phyſick, © good medicines 4 0me medi 
are made of them, thereare ſome ſickneſſes which cannot be cured SS lan 
bur by corrected poy ſon: the greateſt parr of thoſe drugs which we ammenum & 
make uſe of co aſſiſt nature when ſheis weakened by ſcknelſe, pat- ven. 
take more of poiſon then of nouriſhment, and onely help the natu- 
rall heat by provokive it and by conteſting with it. If rhey be con- 
trary to our conſtitutions, they are good for and do preſerve ſome 
Creatures z andif they be averſero man, they are favourable ro rhe 
aſpand viper: their venom is not to be raken trom them wichour | 
raking away their lives ;. the Antidotes which preſerve us, kill 
them; and as if they imprinted their qualities in us when they ſting 
us, their ſtingingsare not to be cured bur by their poiſon. Who 
knows not the vertue of venomous plants, is ignorant ofthe half of 
Nature: ſhe ſubſiſts by contrariety, and as ſhe indues her works with 
differing qualities, ſhe muſt preſerve them by contrary remedies z 
that which is hurtfull for ſome is good for other ſome, and amongſt __ 
the infinite number of creatures < whoſe Conſtitutions are ſo diffe- pee 
rent, there is. nothing which is abſolutely bad or unuſcfull, ſertamnaturun 

Theſe arethe uſuall reaſons which Philoſophy makes uſe of ro ##/tituiſe cred 
defend her errour in maintaining Natures part, but being preſt by en 5p 
truth, ſhe muſt confeſſe that theſe Monſtersare rhe products of fin, famis mors tev- 


and that the carth never bore them till ſince it was covered with — 
Y d4Ve. if, 


Thorns, the motions thereof were too regular in the ſtare of inno- 1, 
cency, to commit any faults; the heavens were too favourable to it 
in their aſpects, ro corrupt it's workmanſhip: this charitable Mother 
would __ havebeen barren, then fruitfull in Monſters, and all 
her children were ſo beautiful!, as ſhe was not bound to makeany il- 
favoured, to ſer the others off: ſhe hath placed varicty-cnough in her 
productions, without being forcedto tranſgreſs, that ſhe might vary , "Gp 
"2 4 Ever n - 

them ; though ſhe be not always ſerious, ſhe had neverbeen debau- |. ie ſont 
ched, and before ſhe was corrupted, the would not have found her neces facere 
diverſion in her diſorder. Who knows not that Monſters are the er- —_ ; ideo 
rours of Nature? f that ſhe had no deſign in making them? that ſhe nol ren 
is ſorry ſhe hath produced them, that ſherreats them as illegttimare as Ailes 2, 
children? that ſhe ſhortens their lite roefface her own ſhame? that TIyhic. 
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repenting her of herfaulr, ſhe ſpeedily corre it, and re-aſſumes 
her ordinary Tra which ſhe went not out of, but only tor want of 
heed, or being ſinprized, 'Tis chance and lin char produceth = 
ſters, they are not born but by unſawfull coupling, they are alwa 
barren, rotheend they may have no poſterity ; their Species is ne- 
ver preſery ed: * and Jet men who delight in Natures debauche- 
ries, uſe their ut molt Skill, they could never PCrperuate Monſters, 
nor makethem gencratc. We behold then with horrour, the de- 
light which they cauſc in us, is mingled with averfion; if their no- 
velty do delight us, their trange ſhape doth diſpleaſe us, and after 
having for a while admired them, we are {candilized and nauſcated 
with them. Thele juſt reſentments are infallible proofs that {in is 
the father of all Monſters, and rhar as we deteſt the farther, fo do 
we his children. 

Butthat which confirms our belief therein. the more 15, the rari- 


ty of them amongſt beaſts, and cheir {frequency amoneſt men; for 


theſe innocent creatures being only ſo tar guilty of our ſins, as they 
are ſubject ro our power \-rhey do not ſtray ſo often as we in their 
productions: chere is but on epartinthe world, where they commir 
rheſe faults, ano ſect aſide Africa, where Monſters arecommon, 
Europe and Aſia do ſcarce produce twoin oneage; bur men are ir- 
regular in all places, ® the greateſt part of their productions are 
monſtruous, all their children bear the marks of rheir debauchery, 
and the puniſhment of their fin , weſce the mothers withes {tampr 
on their childrens faces, ſomerokens of their Parents Incontinency 
neſeen inthe bogies of theſe Innocents; anc generation is {0 cor- 
rupted amoneſt men, as they caule either korrour, or pity in Natures 
ſelf, ſome of them cannor ſtand upright by reaſon of the weak- 
neſfle of their legs, and are entorcedto {eck forhelp for their infir- 
mi:ies, unlcſle they will make their houſe their perperuall priſon , 
{- 2 me cap y mountiyns on their backs, and makes ſome th at ſee them 
doubt, whecher not having the thape ofmen,they be endued with the 
judgeinert and realon, or no; tome are ſo deformed ia their faces, 
25 One would racher takethem for Munkeys, than for the Images of 
God; others ſneak with ſuch confuſion, and with ſo much difficul- 
ty, as Parrots may teach them our language; ſome are born blinde, 
and arecondemned to darkneiſe all their lite time; ' others cannot 
expiainthemfclycs, and their congues not being able to ſpeak can- 
nOL 
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not be the Interpreters ot their thoughts, others cannot under- 
ſtand thoſe pleaſing diſcourſes which fill the fouls of thoſe that 1i- 
ſten thereunto, wit pr of truth, they rather eueſle ar our 


intentions, then underſiana@them 4 to make them capable of them, 
we muſt peak vnrothem with our hands, and makethem under- 
ſtand that by the cyes which cannot be infuſed into them by the 


cares. In fine, the greateſt part oi men are Monſters, Nature mi- 


ſtakes herſelte oftnerin themrhenin beaſts, and be ir that their in- 
temperance cauſcth theſe diforders, beit thar theſe irregularities are 
produced by the imagination which is more quick in them, be it thar 
their Temper which is more refined, is moreealilyalrered; we lee 
that moſt children inherit cheir Parents detects as well as their ſins, 
and that they are not born monſtrous, till they be born ſinfull. 

It Monſters be the productions of (in, poiſons arelikewiſe the 
workmanſhip thereof; * though they ſeem naturall ro ſome crea- 
tures, Iconccive they did not make any part of their Eſſence, till 
after they had ſerved the Devill tor an Organ todeceive our firſt 
mother ; all inſets w hich bear in them any poiſon, are kinds of 
Serpents ; God curſerh themrtorevengeus, they creep upon their 
bellies in memory of the fault which our Enemies commirced by 
their interpoſition, they feed upon the earth for the puniſhment of 
2 ſin, whereof they were bur innocent Complices; as their light 
cauſeth horrourin us, ſo doth ours cauſe fearin them ; the heavens 
have pata ſecretenmity berween them and vs; if their venom be 
farallco us, our ſpittle is mortal[to them; ? andif they wich their 
recth give us incurable wounds, we with our feet give them morrall 
Catches. Theſame juſtice which would condetnne them toall theſe 
puniſhments, confin'd theirvenom to ſome parts of theirbodies, ro 
make them more odjous ; ſhe would have their very looks to be 
contagious, to make us hun them ; "and inſtructing us by ſcn(ible 
things, ſhe ſecrerly imprinted in our hearts a hatred againſt the De- 
vill, whoſe image they are: ſhe reacheth us by thisexample that 
we cannot hold innocent commerce with one that is finfull, thar 
that proud fiend which cou'd inſpire us with nothing bur pride, &thar 
there was more danger in communing with him, than in treating 
with aſpes and vipers, ER 

And certainly venom muſt needs be a puniſhment of fin, ſince all 


ſorcerers make uſe thereof in their charmes, and in allthe miſchicfe 
| that 
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382 Of the Corruption of * 
that they do imploy thofe poiſons which hature hath produced ro 
undo us; theſe things ſeem to be abandoned to their fury, that they 


have ſome juriſdiction over them, and that they ate permitted to 
aſſaile their Enemies with theſe weapons. In effect, all the harme 


they doto men is by this mingling of poiſons; the words which *' 


they uſe are of no efficacy, » they cannot hurt us by their curſes; 
'tis a trick of the Devill, whom his weakneſle will imitate the power 
of God, and per{ſwade us, that words uttered by thoſe whom he 
imploys, change nature, and work miracles. We are taught by rea- 
ſon, and by faith, that only God canact by ſpeaking, and produce 
things by his will ; The Angels which are the nobleſt Subjects of 
his Empire, can alternothing inthe world, but by themediation of 
the Elements ; they are forced to employ theirqualities, to bring to 
paſſe their own defignes, and to make uſe of their hear, or of their 
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cold, to haſten Winter or retard Summer; they aſſume bodies in 
the cloudsro make themſelves viſible, they ſpeak by the means of | 


the aire ro make themſclves be underſtood, and make uſe of ya- 


urs to form ſtorms, and Thunder: bur the devils, who are re- 


cls tro Gods Kingdom, having no defignes but what are perniti- 
ous, they craploy venom to executethem, they gather up the foam 
of Dragons, and Serpents flaver, and compole drinks of all theſe 
diffcring poiſons s they mingle a thouſand deaths rogerher to re- 
vengethemſelves of their Enemies ; but ſay they, did not make uſe 
of theſe things to ſatisfic their fury, is it nor ſufficient to know thar 
thele things arc averſe unto us, as to judge that they have been alte- 
red by divine Juſtice for our puniſhment ? or does not the know- 


ledge of their being altered by divine Juſtice for our puniſhment, | 


{ufhce toaſcertain us of their averſion tous? | 
In Gods firſt defigne, all * creatures were tied to ſerve man, they 


were to contribute eitherro his paſtime, or to his profit, they had * 


no other end but his pleaſure, or his advantage; and had they 
'been able to expreſle their meanings, they would havewirnefled 
thaz rcheir being in the world was only to follow his inclinations. 
Whhac place ſhould poiſons have held rhen in this world « how 


could they have been ſerviceable to man in the ſtate of innocency ? ; 


could he have takenany ſatisfaction inthe ſight of creatures whoſe 


ualties were farall to him © could he have treated with the Ba- 
llisk , whole looks cauſe death * could he have approached Ser- 


pents 
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pents which poiſon theaire with their breath © could he have com. 
muned with him who was the cauſe of his undoing, had he __ | 


edeither his breath or his looks? and ought we ro imagine thar 
there was any creatures which could offend manin a time, when nor 
having commirrted any fault, he was nor to fear any puniſhments 
what delight could he have taken in the company of thoſe beaſts 
which are fatall toall other beaſts? what ſpore could he have taken | 
in Monſters which carry death in their eyes or mouth, and from j 
whence a man muſt fence hjmſelf as well as againſt the plague or 
wat? Bur it may be objected, Originall rightcouſneſſe ſerved him 
for a ſafe-gard, he ſaw the danger with delight, becauſe che ſight 
thereof cauſed no apprehenſion in him ; he was well pleaſed to 
ro handle poyſon; the efficacy whereof was tane away by his inno- | | 
cency, and to touch yenome which had not power to hurt him. Di- _ t) 
vine Providence which preſcribed bounds to the raging of the fea, q' 
ave laws tothe » malice of Serpents; and the ſame power which þ Tere dum 
iindered the Sun from burning men, when he gave them light, paric venena | 
would nor ſuffer the Baſilisk to poyſon them by his lookes, but 97 095. | | 
who perceives not how weak this an{wer is, and how ip compares minibus mge- \ {8 
Creatures which do no ways reſemble one another? the Elements «> culpang; | 
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ay noftram illt im- 
hurt not us bur onely through their diforders, the ſeaſons annoy us antemaons 


not but by their irregularities, All things in their purity are uſefu}l avi: verens ſed ; 
ro us, we dread not naturefor them, but her corruption, and even 1% invenitile | 
in the very ſtate of ſin, we make ule of them withour cither fear or a | 
danger. Owles onely complain of light, Harmony is onely hated | 
by Savage beaſts, a man mult either be {ſick or mad to deteſt food | 
which preſerves life: but every body apprehends poylon, ir muſt be f 
corrected by art before the malignity thereof be rane away ; ro make be 
any uſeof ir, it muſt be deſtroy d,& it is ſodangerous, asit oft-rimes q ztiam + | 
kils thoſe4 Phyſicians who prepare it. The ſmell of poyſon is as per- 22197um odores ' 
nitious, as the ſubſtance, it poures torthir's malignity throughour all a ns fabti. 
the Senſes,penctrates all the pores of the body, and thejeare ſome ſo ties ut erjwm f 
ſubtil poiſons,as even Iron is notſolid enoughto fence us from them, /77%= peve- 

Let us then conclude, thatthe earth borenor thoſeunlucky plants, "** "" ; 
whych ſeem to conſpire mans ruine, till that made barren by Gods | | 
Curſe, 1t was bound toturn it's roſes into Thorns, and' it's fruits in- | | 

: 


topoylans. Sin was the occaſion af this diſorder, Divine Juſtice rhe 


caule, and the ſame power which cauſed the carth to open m 
neath 
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neath the feet of Dathanand Abiram,cauſed wolfes-banc an d Hem - 
lock ro come out of her bowels, to haſten his death who had loſt his 
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The tenth and laſt Diſcourſe, 


That God will conſume the World corruptedby 
S:pne, that he may make anew 
World. 


Hough Sinne hath wrought ſuch havock in man as ir hath 
brought darkneſſe into his underſtanding and malice into his 
will ; thac it hath effaced our of his ſoul thoſe inclinations 
which the had to vercue, and that corrupting his nature, irc ſeems to 
have deſtroyed Gods goodlicit workmanſhip, yer do ſome glimme- 


rings of light remain in the bottome of his ſoul, which fin could ne- * 


ver darken. Idolarry, which hath ſolong raigned in the world hath 
not been able to blot * out the belicf of the unity of God, the Pa- 
gans have preſcrved this opinion amidſt the worthip of their Idols, 
words have eſcaped from them which have given their actions the 
lie, and when they followed the meer motions of Nature, they 
ſpakerhe ſame lahguage as chriſtians do. Though Poers made Hell 
to paſle for a fable; and that their pleaſing fitions made a priſon be 
delpiſed, whence Orpheus had-eſcaped by muſick, and Pyrithorus by 


torce, the people ceaſed not to apprehend erernall pains after death: | 
they hadalready cognizanceot Devils under the name of reveng- | 


tull turies ; they knew that the fire wherewith rhe (infull were burnt 
could not be quenched, that it was prel{erved without nouriſhment, 
and as [erviceible to the power of God, it had operation upon the 
lou, Lhoughthe Devilto introduce licentiouſaeſſe amongſt men, 
mage them hope tor impunity tor their faults, and that" Mines and 
Rhadamantus had notcredit enough to rerrifie Monarchs, Nature 
more powerfull cheafction, had imprinted in all men anapprehen- 
honotan univerſall Judgment; there was no guilty perſon who 
«<1d.not fear it, nor none miſerable who dil not hope it; every one 
inthe belct of this truth found cither puniſhinent for his fault, or 
COn- 
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conſolation in his miſery, when the oppreſſed innocents could not. 


defend themſelves againſt their Enemies, they implored aid from 
thar rigorous Judge which punitherh all ſins and rewardet!1 all yer- 
cues. In fine, though che earths {olidiry might have made men. con- 
fident, though the water which doth 1aviron it might have freed 
them fromthe fear of a generall conſuming by fire, though fo 
oreat a diſaſter had no certain proots nor affured predictions, yer 
they believed that the world ſhould be confumcd by fite, thar the 
ſeas ſhould not beable to extinguiſh the flames rhereof, and that na- 
cure which had been cleanſed by water, ſhould be puritied by fire; 
but they knew not the cauſe of this prodigie, and the vanity where- 
with they were blinded; would not .permit them ro believe thar 
this diſorder ſhouldbe the puniſhment of thcir ſin: yerthe holy Scrip- 
ture gives no othergeaſon for it, nor did it threaten us with the 
worlds ruine. till ic had acquainted us with the ftory gf our misfor- 
eune. gf | l 
As Adam had neverloſt his life had hetneverloſt his innocency, 
the world had neverloſt ' irs adornmient had it not loſt it's purity; As 
death is the 
niſhments of the corrupted world: for though inſenſible creatures 
conmit no ſins, © ind'that emiltineſſe preſuppoſech' rationaliry, 
yetdothey contract ſome tnputiry by our offences: the Sun is ſul- 
lied by giving light unto the ſinfull,the light which ſhines a$'bright 
upon 2ditty puddle, as upon thecleereſt river, and which is not more 
undefiled int Chryftall thenin mire, is endamaged by our fins, and 
ceaſeth robe innocent; when it gives light unto the guilty : the air 
is infeted by our blaſphemies, the carth cannot be the” Theater of 
our vanity without ſharing in our offences: whatſoever is ſerviceable 
to our miſcemeanors is polluted ; though the crearures are ſcanda- 
tized to ſee themſelves inthral'd toour inſolency,yer do they inclirre 
heavens diſpleaſure, and deſerve puniſhment for having been im- 
ployed in our offences; hence doth the ſterility of the carth pro- 
ceed, hence was occaſioned that deluge which did bury ir in it's 
warers ; and from hence ſhall ariſe that univerſall fire which ſhall 
conſume it im it's flames. | 
For Divine Juſtice ſeems to deal with ſinners as humane Juſtice 
deals with thegreateſt offenders : we _ is not contented to = 
niſh theewlty party in his own perſon, but vents it's anger upon -hts 
guity party 1) my 2 ger up Chil- 


niſhtnent of finfull man, water and fire are the pu- 
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Children, and ſervants, it believeth that whatſoever toucheth him 
is defiled, that thoſe whoconverſe with himarecither his Coparr- 
ners, or contederates, and that to be allied ro him, is ſufficient to 
ſhare in his ſin, » it mingleth the bloud of the children with that of 
rhe father, it wraps up the innocentand the guilty in the ſame pu- 
niſhment, and ro makethe fault appear more odious, .it puniſheth 
whatſoever dothappertain untothe offender : it, ſpareth not even 
unienſible things, it fers __ the dead after having puniſhr the 1i- 
ving, for it puls down the houſes, and demoliſherh the caſtles of the 
enemy; it makes rocks and Marble feel it's anger, burns what ir 
cannot throw down, andas it the party offending did live in every 
thing that was his, it thinks to kill himas oft as it beats dowa his 
buildings, or cuts down his torreſts, it endevoursto rob. him. of his 
reputation, after it hath bereft him of his lite, ang not to leave any 
token that may renew the memory of his perſon, or of his crime. 
Thus doth Divine Juſtice deal with finfull man, and Adam muſt 
confeſle that heaven hath uſed this rigour in puniſhing his ſin. For 
after having paſt the ſentence of death upon him, ir will have his 
grave to ſerve him for a funerall pile, that time conſume what the 
flames could not devour,and that nothing remain of that body which 
was the prune piece of ir's workmanthip,then either worms or duſt, 
itcondemns all that come of him to the ſame puniſhment, rheir 
wholeguilt conſiſts in their birth, itis enoughro make them guilty, 
that * Adam was their farher, God waits not till they have broken his 


Commandementsts puniſh them ,z he foreſtals the uſe of their rea- 


{on, and makes them miſerable before their time, to the end that 
they may be knownto be guilty beforethey be born ; by an inge- 
nious yet juſt rigour, after having puniſhe this fatherin his children, 
he punitheth him in his eſtate, he makes his ſubjes revolt, and be- 
cauſe they are ſomtimes ſerviceable ro him in their rebellion, he be- 
reavesthem ottheir excellenteſt qualities,and makes them, together 
with their miſerable Sovereign unfortunate ; he takes from the 
Sunne, part of hislight ; hetakes the Government of Nature from 
the Stars, he makes the earth barren and moveable, he hides rocks 


in the ſea, and rroubles rhe calm thereof by. ſtorms ; he formes ma- 


ligne raia in-the middle region ofthe air, and corrupts the purity 
thereof ro infect the whole carch, he makes uſe of fire in Thunder, 
and ordainsit to puniſh offenders; heinforceth this noble. Elemenr 
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* A&tnacs: the flames inanimated by Gods anger, ſhall lay all Cham- 
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ro deſcend contrary to it's inclination, and faſtning it ro the matter 
which ſerves for nouriſhment to hisanger, he makes it the terrour 
of all thatare faulty. 


Bur after having had this ſervice trom it, 7 he reſerves it for the y Humor mux- 


encrall ruine of the world, and to conſume thar proud building OS 
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which was the Palace of finfull man, For when tlie number of the ,j5,, 5.9. 
ele ſhall beaccompliſhr, when the rthrice-happy ones who ſhall till Qizft.Nar- 
up the places left void by the Angels rebcllion, ſhall have finiſhed *2bb-3-c-17. 
their courſe and theirlabours, andthat Chriſts myſticall body ſhall 
haveall the number which ought ro compoſe it; Divine Juſtice, 
which cannot be ſatisfied but by the ruine of whatſoever hath been 
ſerviceable toſin,wil command the fire to conſume the world, & will 


' drownall hisworks in'a deluge of fire, Then this Element mixing it 


ſelfe with the clouds, wil kindlelightnings inallparts,theair being ſct 
on fireby ſo many flames, ſhall burn the wholcearth, which ſhall 0- 
pen her entrails, tolerlooſe thoſe inteſtine flames, which have de- 
vourcd it for {ſo many ages: from the mixrure and confuſion of ſo 


many fires, the generall burning of the world ſhall ariſe; the moun- 


ks where coldneſlc 
to Yeſwvinſes, and 


tains ſhall melt with heat, and thoſe great 
ſcems to make it's reſidence, ſhall be turned 


pians waſte , » walls which reſiſt the Thunder of. the Cannon ſhall - —_ 
not beablero defend their Inhabitants from it's fury : all che dead \,pynmevic is 


ſhallbe made cquall, the guilty ſhall burn in oneand the ſame fire, cirenics inimi« 
and ſhall be reduced to the ſameaſhes: the Sun ſhall be darkned — 


runt ſulgura 6 


with ſmoak, and did nor the flames ſerve for rorches, the world |, o:4i terre, 


- ſhould burn amidſt darkneffe , all the rivers which bathe the earth, vidiz &com- 
motaeſt terra, 


ſhall bedried up in theirSpring-heads; The fire ſhall crriumph over 7,2 £1 
the waters intheir channels, and this viRorious Element ſhall make 4 fuxermne 
it's Enemy, which hath had ſo many advantages overir, feelc ir's a 
power. The Occanit ſelfe whoſe cxtents areſo vaſte, ſhall ſee her 
watersconverted into fire; and the Whales burn in the midiſt of it's 
abyſmes : Forreſts ſhall helprto conlume the little hils, which bear 
them, thoſe proud mountains whoſe ropsarealways covered with 
inow, to which the Sun in his greatcſt heats bears a reſpect, ſhall 
vomir up flames together with their bowels, and all thoſc eminenr 
places which command over the vallies, ſhall ſce their pride buried 
inaſhcs , all the guilty ſhall periſh —__ fire, rhey re” 
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hell upon earch,and ſhall wiſh that che mountains *might overwhelm 
them in their ruins to quench the fire which ſhall devour them, The 
juſt ſhall be aſtonithed ro ſee rhe fire ſpare them, to ſce the heayens 
work the {ame miracle forrhem, as they did in days of yore for the 
three unjuſtly condemned Children, and imitating the piety of thoſe 
Innocents, they thall ſing Canticles of praiſes, whil'ſt rhe wicked 
ſhall vomit forth blaſphemies. * How horrible will che ſpectacle be 
to {ſceerthe carth burn, the ſea conſumed, and whole Nature buried 
ina Sepulchre of fire; this is the revenge which God will take of fin, 
ehis is the ſatisfaction which his Juſtice will exa& forour inſolency, 
and this is the laſt puniſhment which the creatures ſhall ſuffer for 
having been confederare with man. | | 

The very Stars ſhall notbeableto eſcape therigourrhereof, «< that 
ſolid matter whereof they arecompoſed, ſhall be diflolved by hear, 
and thoſe beautifull parts of theavorld, having the ſame deſtiny, as 
gold, and brafle have, ſhall trickle down drop by drop upon the 
carch, their having been ſerviceable ro us in 9mnat> cncden ceth to 
makethem guilty; their having received homage from us, and ac- 
cepred of our ſacritiggs, is ſufficient to. make them receive this pu- 
nithment : God will not permit that that which hath been corrupr- 
cd thould-reſt unpunithed, and his holineffe joyned rohis juſtice, 
cannot tolerate that in Eternity, . which hath been prophaned m 
Time. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf was of this opinion ; he taughr thar 
this world did not belong unto him, he imprinted in the Souls of 
his Diſciples the horrour and contempt of this preſent Age, and ob- 
liged them to with for the Ageto come, of which he madchimſelf 
becalled the Father. All the perfe&tion of Chriſtianiry conſiſts in 
theleewo points; 4 all vertuesare compoſed of theſe rwo points, 
and he is pertect amongſt rhe faithtull, who contemning Adams 
world doth inccflantly rhirſt afrer Chriſt Jeſus his world. ' 

Though God be the Authourof them both, he deteſts thefor- 
mer {ance it was prophaned bygſin, and fince the devill hath fith- 
muitced1t to-his Tyranny: he hath given over: the Sovereignty there- 


of uncohis Enemies, he -fuffers che 7» to poſſeſſe the beſt part. 


thereof, he permits his molt fairhfall ſervants to beperſecared,' he 
willnor have us to receive more glory there than he dorh, and if we 
will tollow his counſels, and his in{tructions, © wemuſt look upon 
ir as place of exilc, oras an Enemies Countrey, I very well know 


he 
»* 


he giveth Crowns to Sovereigns , Lawrell tothe victorious, that 
he makesthe Angels fight for Chriſtians, and thar hearms the E- 
lements for the detence of his Church: bur in fine; his Kingdom is 
not of this world, he will not govern -ina world which he will de- 
ftroy, he pretends not tocommand in a State, where his Enemy is 
worthipped; and we muſt not love a world which hewill pimiſh, be- 
cauſe we have made it finfull. Let us expe rhar which he will 
give us, let us long after that world which willariſe opt of the 9- 
thers aſhes ; and let us nor fix our fortunes ina Kingdot*which 
ſhall periſh,f when Jeſus !'Chriſt ſtall revenge himſelfe updn his 
Enemies, =. 
*'Tis true, that it's ruine will be nfefull roit, and that irwillre 

advantage by it's loſſe; tor al Gods puniſhments-are frvoms, he 
puts obligations upon thoſe that he punttheth, his goodnefle rutns 
rheir ſufferings into ſalves; and to be ſtrucken by the hand of God, 
brings both honour andadyantage with it. Dearh, which deftroys 
the body, prepares ir for thereſurre&ion; it changerh ir$8rtve"tnitd 
a cradle, and as the corruption of corn is the caufe of it's re-afſu- 
ming lite; we may ſay that the putretaction of the body is in ſome 
ſort the.ſeed of it's mortality. Purgatory which burnsthe ſoules 
of men, dothpuritie rhem; the flames wheicby they ſuffer prepares 
| them forglory; that which we_eſtcent'a puniſhment, is a lovely 
* penance; and that which ſeems to retard their contentment, ſerves 
only to advance their happineſfle. So ſhall-the s fire which ſhall burn 
- thewarldcontribure to it's perfection, it ſhall perith only ro become 
þ - more 'perfe&, it's beauty ſtall ariſe from it's being conſumed by 
» hire, and this laſt deluge thall be of more honour and advantage to 
* it, then was the former ; the waters purified the world by drown- 
 ingit, thisgreathavock was ,Narures baptiſme , and the ſame E- 


f lement which did bercave her of herchildren, did reſtore unto her 
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, her purity ;, but rhe fire ſhall alt gr, ſhe ſhall be nolonger 
ſubject ro the Empire oby$&fers>Conliſtency ſhall ſucceed the 
> Change which hach preſerved het; ' ſhe-(hall no lon er groan under 
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390 Of the Corruption of 
tcformed by the fire which ſhall conſume them, the Sun thall ſuf- 
fer no more Eclipſes, the luſtre of his light ſhall diſfipate all the ob- 
ſcurity of darknefle, his influences ſhall exhale no more maligne 
vapours, Heaven ſhall be no longer an enemy to earth, this over- 
- worn motherſhall be freed from her care of nouriſhing man, and her F- 
ſubſtance being purified by fire, ſhall be changed into chryſtall, or 
into diamonds; all her parts ſhall bedelightfull, and thoſe great Þ 
—_—— 4. rocks which do ſuſtain her ſhall be turned into Columnes of Mar: E-:7 
ftru'tur mors. ble, Or of Porphury. | | 
cum auzemſub- Tn fine, Nature ſhall receive her laſt perfe&ion -by fire, and the 
_—_ bleſſed, meeting with no rebellions nor weaknefles in their bodies, 
& ipſe f6us hall find no more irregularity nor diſorder in the Univerſe. Jeſus 
ſubj ett #: (i Chriſt ſhall reign together with hiscleR, Þ in his world; the track 
ogy rw ; offin, nor foor-ſteps of death ſhall be no more ſeen there ; Death | 
Deus omnia in ſhall deſtroy theſe two Enemies, and their Raign being finiſhed, | 
omnibus. 1 £2- Puniſhment ſhall withdraw it ſelf to hell, there toafflit the Damned | 
riath.cap-15+ . 
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